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Message from the Exalted Ruler, Mike Betenbaugh 
Folks, at the Gulf Coast District Inter-Lodge, District Deputy and District Vice-president 
clinics in August at the Clear Lake Lodge Houston was very well represented. During the 
Inter-Lodge roll call of Lodges on Saturday there were 21 members of Houston that were 
present, with 2 more arriving later in the day. During the walk of Lodges Saturday night 
your Lodge had 23, the most members of all Lodges in attendence.  At the District Deputy 
and Vice-president clinics on Sunday there were a total of 16 members present. Once 
again, Houston Lodge brought home the Gulf Coast travelling trophy. For those who do 
not know what the traveling trophy is, it is awarded to the Lodge in the Gulf Coast District, 
with the exception of the host Lodge, to the Lodge which has the most members present 

at the walk of Lodges on Saturday. Those numbers are impressive in the fact that Houston brought back the 
travelling trophy again. This shows the commitment to the activities in the Gulf Coast District by some of the 
members of your Lodge. Well done to all Houston members who were able to be there. If you want to learn 
more about Elkdom, especially at the District level, plan on attending future Inter-Lodge, District Deputy and 
Vice-President clinics. 

By the time that this issue of the monthly Tracks has been published we will have had another 2 days of chili 
cookoffs, a long time members 80th birthday celebration, and our annual Labor Day BBQ. Hopefully all who 
attended these events had a great time spending it with fellow Elks. 

In September some of the events at your Lodge include our yearly Gulf Coast District Deputy visit by District 
Deputy Lowell Neinest, TESA ritual judge training, Homecoming at Ottine, and the annual POW/MIA remem-
brance ceremony. All 4 of these events represent just a small part of what we as members of Houston 151 
do. During the District Deputy visit we will be updated as to how your Lodge is doing so far this year. Any 
PER can attend the ritual judges clinic to start the process of becoming a TESA ritual judge. If you want to 
see first-hand what all the sweethearts in the state of Texas work so hard for go to homecoming. If you want 
to see one of the most moving and meaningful services in Elkdom please attend the POW/MIA remembrance 
ceremony. 

Our Lodge is very fortunate to be in partnership with the CASI group of chili cooks who work very hard not 
only to earn points toward being able to participate in the yearly world chili cookoff championship at Terlin-
gua, Texas; they also work hard to contribute to many charitable efforts which some of the programs of your 
Lodge benefit from. Without the commitment of Mandy and Greg Lindsey, who have been a part of your 
Lodge for quite some time these endeavors would not happen. 

In closing, our volunteers for the month of September are Mandy and Greg Lindsey. Thank you Mandy and 
Greg for all you do around our Lodge 
 
Fraternally, 
Mike Betenbaugh 
Exalted Ruler 
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BACK TO WORK. A big thank you to Terrie Wetz and Renay Bennett for taking such 
good care of things while I was gone. I had a great trip. 
 
Membership renewals are still coming in. I have had several members who had paid 
their annual dues but the information did not get to the Secretary’s office. Several of 
these paid their dues through Grand Lodge and those have not been received by the 

Lodge. If you have paid and are still getting notices, please contact the office and I will get it corrected. 
Thank you for your patience. On bringing in new members, we are way off pace of where we should be. 
Please, if you know someone who would be a good Elk, please bring them to the Lodge and show them 
what we offer and what we do for our Kid’s, Veteran’s and our Community. 
 
One of our members has achieved a significant milestone in Elks National Foundation giving. Past Exalted 
Rule Al Olmos has reached the Bronze Level which is cumulative donations of $5,000.00 or more. Al de-
serves a big ATTABOY for his generosity. 
 
There are a lot of fun activities that are occurring and are scheduled. If you are not attending these events 
you are missing out on a lot of fun. 
 
As always, thank you for all that you do for our Lodge and for Elkdom. Hope to see you around the Lodge 
soon. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
Jim Grissom, PDDGER 
Secretary and Area Special Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

         Ann Grissom 
                                      Rachel Agriesti 
                                       Joyce Arnold 
                                      Bob Englander 
                                        Tom Player 
                                    Robert Marshall 

George  Gomez’ Brother, Eduardo 
Cindy Rowland’s Sister 

Joyce Arnold’s Son David 
Robert Marshall’s Sister 

 
Passing of the Mother of Al Olmos 

Passing of Irene Hargy of the Katy Lodge 

From the Office of the Secretary 
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Hello Family!   
 
I hope all of you are having a great summer.  Thank you for allowing me to start my work and 
responsibilities in leadership as your Houston Elks Lodge Lecturing Knight.  
 
Some of you may have experienced, I am a little more outspoken outside of our House  
Committee meeting than when in the meeting.  My apologies for not speaking up when I should 
as this has been a challenge for me.  All is not lost.  This is changing.  In the meantime:   I have 
concerns about our lodge and number one is that we are self-sustaining.  To me that means 

providing a welcoming environment, consistent hours, food, drink, entertainment: i.e., games, swimming, arts, and 
crafts, cooking challenges, watching movies, football, baseball, and many other sports.   
 
Come find me and share your thoughts on what we can do to improve your experience at our lodge.   
As we are brainstorming on how we can continue to bring and provide what we all like, my hope is that we will truly 
listen to each other and find some fantastic and fun ideas.   Keep in mind we need to and should continue to make a 
profit.   Non-profit does not mean that  our lodge is not allowed to make a profit, it means that we are in the business 
of helping community and charity and a percentage of the profits goes to charity, community and the rest for opera-
tion costs, maintenance, and reoccurring bills.  
 
Please let me encourage you when you have an idea and have planned for an event and something shows up on 
the calendar on “The” date of choice don’t cancel or throw your idea away.  See if it is possible to share the day.  
There are many good reasons to share the day with more than one activity.  Think about how 
much variety and fun it is to have more than one activity like a 3-day Chili Cook-off, a special  
dinner and music on the first night and on the second night a dive in movie.  Let’s keep going.   
 
Fraternally yours, 
Lecturing Knight 
Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

From the Esteemed Lecturing Knight  

 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Fall is upon us, and we hope will bring cooler weather. It has been a long hot summer.   
 
The Borad is working on updating the lodge budget. Any changes will be presented at a lodge 
meeting. The board is still working on having the swing set repaired and the landscaping finished 
by mulching the flower beds. Volunteers will be needed for this project. Please come and help 

when the time is set for this project. 
 
The GC District Interlodge that was held at Clearlake Lodge although well attended it should be on your calendar for the 
next INTERLODGE meeting that will be held at the El Campo Lodge in January.  These meetings are very informative. 
You will also have a chance to have fellowship with members from our District. 
 
Homecoming at Ottine Camp is September 19 and 20. Would be great to see members from 151 there supporting the 
Lodge Sweethearts who work so hard to keep the wonderful summer camp going. 
 
Thanks to all who volunteer and do so much to keep 151 the great lodge that it is. 
 
See you at the Lodge! 
 
Fraternally, 
Martha Gutierrez 
First Year Trustee 

From the Board of Directors   
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Our Veteran’s Committee stay hard at work  
distributing Veteran Welcome Home Kits every month 

Volunteers for the month of  
SEPTEMBER 

                      

                 Thank you for everything you DO !! 
 

Greg and Mandy Lindsey 
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From the Sweetheart of 
Houston 151 

Get Your Groove On – 80s Steak Night! 
 

Join us on Friday, September 5th, for Steak Night with a rad 80s theme!  
DJ Paul Legler will keep the party rocking all evening with your favorite throwback hits. 

Raid your closet for your best 80s outfit and get ready for a blast from the past!  
We’ll have raffle baskets, fun games, and plenty of laughs to go around. 
Be sure to watch the bulletin board for upcoming Sweetheart activities.  

Thank you for being part of our amazing Sweetheart team – you make every event  
memorable. 

 
WELCOME BACK, BRETT AXLESON! 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
TH

,  
all your cover music and more,  

Casi chili cookoff with Paul Alvarado serving chicken-fried chicken and chicken-fried steak.  
Bring your friends and family for a night to remember! 
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          To our September Members 
 

 

     01  Thomas Player 

     03  Joyce Arnold 

       Randal Scott Pierson 

     04  Robert Beaver 

       John McDaniel 

     08  Darlene Crisamore 

     09  Mark Davis 

       Jesus J. Ordaz 

       Mark Vasquez 

     10  L.V. Brown 

     11  Edwin Rumsey 

     12  Dale Purington 

     13  Rachel Agriesti 

       Mark E. Sal Haney 

     15  Gordon Parham 

       Jo Quist 

     17  John William Farley 

     19  Albert C. Felts 

       James R. Slaybaugh 

       Jamie Renee Walker 

     20  Curtis M. Garver 

       Shannon Glory 

     23  James D. Snyer 

     24  Kent D. Cavender 

       Mark D. Moore 

     25  Carla Trice 

     26  Lindsey Taylor 

     29  Edgar Blair 

       Andrew M. Mishaga 

     30  Deborah Richwagen 
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Watch for email and Facebook updates and the weekly “What’s Happening” 
                 

      
 SEPTEMBER 2025 
  Sept. 5                Steak Night—80’s theme party 
  Sept. 7                    Texans Opening Game—Crock Pot Cook Off 
  Sept. 19-20             Homecoming at Ottine  
  Sept. 26                  POW Ceremony & Dinner by Friends of 151 
 
OCTOBER 2025 
 Oct. 3         Steak Night 
 Oct. 10         ENF Dinner 
 Oct. 17                    Sweetheart Dinner with music by  

                                                  Brett Axelson and Guest Chef Alvarado  
 Oct. 17-19               Cook Off  
 Oct. 24-26               TESA Fall Conference in San Antonio 
 Oct. 31                    Halloween  
 
NOVEMBER 2025 
 Nov. 7                      Steak Night 
 
DECEMBER 2025 
 Dec. 5         Steak Night 
 Dec. 7                     Members Annual Memorial Service  
 Dec. 13         Lodge Hoop Shoot 9am @ Stafford Middle Gym 
 Dec. 13                   Veterans Christmas Dinner 1pm 
 Dec. 19                   Lodge Christmas Party  
  
 
                                Lodge Meeting every Tuesday 7:30pm 
 

Wednesday Wings n Things 5pm, menu served 5-6pm   

 Thursday BINGO 7pm (gates open at 6pm)  
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September Calendar 2005 
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For those of you who like to plan in advanced …     Here is the Gulf Coast District Calendar  
This Calendar is subject to change as it is set in advance of the other calendars .  Updates will 
be posted as changes may occur.         
 

GULF  COAST DISTRICT CALENDAR  Lodge Year 2025-2026 
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Sunday Fun Day Texans Football Schedule  
bring a snack to share—watch for updates on additional Sunday fun & games events  

*for the games that are not on Sunday - watch for eblast & facebook post* 
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FUN at 151 
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LODGE OFFICERS 2025-2026 
 Exalted Ruler                  Mike Betenbaugh, PER  

  Est. Leading Knight                     Cindy Rowland  

         Est. Loyal Knight        Susan Midyett 

        Est. Lecturing Knight                 Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

           Secretary                  Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR 

                                       Treasurer                                      Renay Bennett, DDGER  

           Tiler     Terrie Wetz 

           Esquire      Robert Marshall 

            Chaplain            Velia Stroud  

           Inner Guard            George Gomez  

                                       Vocalist    Joy Olmos. PDDGER 

           1-Year Trustee            Martha Gutierrez  

           2-Year Trustee              Sally DiPalma, PDDGER 

           3-Year Trustee            Ann Grissom 

           4-Year Trustee            Chuck Dingas  

           5-Year Trustee      Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS/COORDINATORS   
2025-2026 

 

Accident Prevention     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Americanism     David Rawlins 

Auditing & Accounting     Andy Mishaga, PSP, Earline Grabbe, George Eggleston 

Bar Manager     Ann Grissom 

Bingo      Joy Olmos, PDDGER 

Community Activities     Terry Finch 

Dinner Committee                   Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

Drug Awareness     Richard Novak Jr. 

Elks Memorial Day     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 
Elks National Foundation     Susan Midyett 

Elks Special Services      Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Flag Day     Lowell Neinast PER, PVP, Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Fraternal Comm.     Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Friends of 151                             Sue O’Neil & Karen Schulz  

Government Relations     John Atwood, SDGER,   

Hoop Shoot     Ken Boyd PDDGER 
Kitchen Manager     Greg Lindsey & David Rawlins 

Lodge Activities     Terry Finch , Susan Midgett,  

Lodge Bulletin     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Lodge Sweetheart     Terry Finch 

Membership     Lowell Neinast, PER  

Membership Retention     Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASA 

Veterans Service     Chuck Dingas  

PER Association     Jack Grabbe, PER 

Public Relations     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Scholarship      Cindie Pridy, PER, Earline Grabbe, Susan Midyett 

Ritual     Lowell Neinast, PER, PVP 

Special Services—All     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Standing Relief Comm     Mike Betenbaugh, PER 

State Major Project      Terry Finch 

TECSI Grants     Sally DiPalma, DL, PDDGER 

Youth Activities      Susan Midyett 
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Lodge Hours of Operation 
 

Monday - Closed 

Tuesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Wednesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Thursday - opens 4pm 

Friday - opens 4:00 pm 

Saturday - open only when there is an event planned 

Sunday - opens at Noon 
 

Lodge hours subject to change for special events and will close at the discretion of the bartender.  

Look for updates on Facebook and E-Blasts 

 

 
 

Bingo is at the Lodge every Thursday doors open at 6pm! 
 

Volunteers are needed... 
Contact Joy Olmos 

Donate to  

Elks National Foundation 
“it’s the best buck you will ever spend” 

elks.org 

Donate today! 

your donations makes a difference!  


