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2025-2026 

Lodge Officers

 Exalted Ruler……………………..… Chrissy Ellis
exaltedruler@wdmelks.com

 Leading Knight..……..……….…… Rich Kreitzinger 

 Loyal Knight……..….……….….….  Frank Dunn

 Lecturing Knight.……….…...……  Dwight Taylor

 Esquire …………..……….…….………………….. Open 
 Tiler…..……………….……………….… Kevin Marean
 Inner Guard…………...…….…………… Nina Steele
 Chaplain.…….………………...…….... Andy Hansen

 Treasurer…………………….. Craig Crossland, PER
                                     treasurer@wdmelks.com

 Secretary……………………………….. Toby Charloe
                                    secretary@wdmelks.com

Trustees
1 Year Trustee……….…..……… Jeff Garrison, PER

  2 Year Trustee.....………. Greg Weinschenk, PER
 3 Year Trustee….……..………... Becky Young, PER
4 Year Trustee….….…….….….…. Roger Fiori, PER

 5 Year Trustee….….…….….Michael Buckley, PER

West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752

September 2025 Newsletter
2060 NW 94th St Clive, IA 50325
www.wdmelks.com  515-252-1717

As the leaves begin to change and the air grows crisp, 
we are reminded of the beauty of transition and the 
importance of gathering together. Fall is a season of 
reflection, gratitude, and preparation — and at our Lodge, 
it is also a time to celebrate the work we’ve accomplished 
and the goals we continue to pursue.

Our focus remains on strengthening the bonds of 
fellowship and service that define who we are as Elks. 
Whether it’s helping on a Wednesday night dinner, 
lending a hand to veterans in need, supporting youth 
programs, or simply sharing a meal and a laugh with 
fellow members, every act of kindness reminds us that 
the values of charity, justice, brotherly love, and fidelity 
remain at the heart of all we do.

On behalf of West Des Moines Lodge #2752, I extend my 
deepest thanks to each of our volunteers. Volunteering is 
not just about giving your time—it’s about giving from the 
heart.

Please join us on October 10th for our Volunteer 
Appreciation Night—more details to come!

Wishing each of you a joyful and meaningful fall season.

In Fellowship,

Chrissy Ellis, Exalted Ruler 

The West Des Moines Elks Newsletter is 
published monthly, Edited by Greg & Terri Osby.

All articles must be submitted by the 20th of 
each month.  Please submit your articles to 

news@wdmelks.com

Message From Your Exalted Ruler
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TRUSTEE CORNER

A message from Dwight Taylor, Lecturing Knight

Tuesday, October 7th at 6pm is the evening set aside for Self Defense Class sponsored by our WDM Elks 
Lodge. Our instructor will be Ray Boyer, who has an extensive background in protection classes and law 
enforcement. Ray is also a Blackbelt Hall of Fame inductee. His class will help you focus on situational 
awareness and self preservation. Knowing when you are in danger before it escalates, is the key to 
safety.
We look forward to seeing you on Oct 7th, 6 p.m.

Respectfully
Dwight Taylor, Lecturing Knight

The trustees have voted on new tokens for the bar. There will be 4 tokens. Up to $4, up to $5, up to $6 and 
over $6. Here is how they will work.  Just like the old wooden tokens you pay the price for the drink the 
person drinks. IE. I want to buy Michael a Highlife. I would pay $3.50 for the beer and Michael would get a 
token for up to $4. When Michael goes to use the chip he can turn it in for a Highlife.

Hold on! What if Michael decides he wants a Jack and coke. That’s $4.75, and his token is only good up to $4. 
Well the trustees have thought of that. The tokens can now be used like the red tickets from the video
 machines. Michael can start a tab and then pay when he leaves with the token and his choose of cash or 
card. If he is only having the 1 drink he can pay with the token and 75 cents.

The old wooden tokens are still good. However, don’t delay using them. Beginning October 1st they will only 
be worth $3.50.  

THE TOKENS CANNOT BE USED FOR TIPPING THE BARTENDER.
As a reminder. If you personally purchase something for the lodge and it is $50 or less you can turn that re-
ceipt into the bartender and they will reimburse you.. If over $50 you will need to submit the receipt to the 
treasurer for reimbursement.  Beginning September 1, 2025 all receipts need to be turned in within 15 
days from the date of purchase. This was decided on by the trustees after consulting out treasurer and ac-
countants.

HELP NEEDED!!
The lodge is in need of bartenders.  Do you know someone who is looking for some extra cash and 

would be a good bartender? Let them know about your West Des Moines Elks lodge and refer them 
to our Bar Manager Jeff Garrison.

COOKING TEAMS NEEDED!!!
We are always in the need for people looking to cook a Wednesday dinner. Do you have a favorite dish you 

like to make and would love to make it for your fellow lodge members?
If interested, please reach out to our Kitchen Manager Roger Fiori.

Elks Riders
Our Elks Riders group 
will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on 

Tuesday September 9th
at 6:30pm 

in Aronson Hall.
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
BUFFET AND BAKE SALE

Considering that we were competing with the Iowa Sate Fair we had a pretty good turnout serving 124 
delicious breakfasts, which included 24 complimentary breakfasts to 4 Clive Firefighters, 1 Urbandale Police 
Officer and 17 Veterans and Driver who were transported to our Lodge from the Des Moines Veterans 
Hospital (Domicile). They all appreciated being invited to our Breakfast Buffet and as always, we thanked 
them for their service and sacrifice.

This all happens because of our fantastic volunteers: 
Doug Laird, Dan Norris, Mark Flohr, Karen Flohr, Ted 
DuPuy, Beth DuPuy, Gloria Riesberg, Alice Jensen, 
Brian Becker, Nina Steele, Toby Charloe, Jeff Garrison 
(Bar), Dwight Taylor, and Lary Cramer. Thanks 
everyone for all of your long hours of Volunteering.
Thanks also to Mark Bergmann who continues to put 
out our Breakfast signs and brings them in.  And 
again, a big thank you to Nina Steele for delivering 
left-over food to the Bethel Mission that will help 
feed the homeless in the area. 

This month our Bake Sale brought in 
$315 from free will donations which will 
be donated to Easter Seals Respite Care. 
Thanks to Debra Brandt, Jen Becker, 
Nancy Newcomb, Jan Peter, Nina Steele 
and Brian Becker. Your help is always 
appreciated. Also, many thanks to all of 
our bakers out there for providing 
delicious pastries, pies, cookies and 
candy for the bake sale.  Many, many 
thank yous for sharing your time for the 
lodge.

Please join us for our next Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale on September 14th 2025. We will serve our 
traditional breakfast which includes:  Biscuits and Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage 
patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip 
pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. Only $11 for 
adults and $5 for children 10 and under. Always the second Sunday of the month. Please pay the bartender 
for your breakfast. All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot program and other youth activities. 
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Lodge Activities There was no LAC Meeting in August. 
Mark your calendars for the next 
meeting September 15th at 6:30pm

Late July and August Updates:
The Back to School Fundraiser held July 25 was an overwhelming success! So many Elk’s came and donated. 
Look for the pictures and updates in this Newsletter. The Bake Sale August 10 brought in $315 which will be 
donated to the Easter Seals-Respite Care
We should have pictures and updates on the Golf Tournament in the next Newsletter.
We will have updates on our first Jimmy Buffet Night held on August 29 in the next Newsletter too.
Just a reminder that the deadline for the Newsletter is on the 20th of every month. That is why some 
things are in the following Newsletter.

Special Activities for September:
All activities are on the monthly calendar on the last page of this Newsletter.

Board/Trustee Meeting 6:30 pm 
Dinner 6:15 pm  *

Elks Angels

Please Note:  The 9 to 5 group has changed to 10am on the second Tuesday of each month.
 I hope this works for you.

This is our schedule for the next 4 months:
Tuesday, September 9th we will  meet at the Urban Grill on 86th at 11:30.  
Tuesday, October 14th will be a program by Bobbie Monnart, LMSW, Social Worker who will talk to us about 
the Basics of Hospice. We will meet at the Elk’s Club at 10:30 for this program. All Elks are invited to  attend
Tuesday, November 11th we will meet at The Greenbrier Restaurant in Johnston at 11:30.
Wednesday, December 10th you are invited to my sing-a-long and food as my Christmas gift to you.
Please let me know by Monday if you plan to come so I can make reservations.  If you need a ride, 
I can take 4 people in my care and will be happy to do so.  M phone is 515-371-3158. 
You will be reminded of theses dates as they come.

In the meantime, I hope you are all “weathering” the heat!  Stay Cool
Marge
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ANOTHER FUN & SUCCESSFUL

ELKS State Fair Spot Shoot!

2025

What a day we had at the State Fair on 
Thursday, August 14, 2025! The weather 
cooperated and no rain. 
Our lodge volunteers entertained 
approximately 227 bubbly kids who 
participated in the spot shoot, many 
shooting numerous times.

Along with the fun of shooting baskets at five different positions, the kids 
received Drug Awareness
coloring books with crayons attached and participation ribbons. Their 
smiles and eyes lit up after receiving the ribbons. We also educated many 
fair goers by raising awareness of the Elks Hoop Shoot Program and the Drug Awareness Programs.

Our terrific volunteers continue to make our State Fair Spot Shoot a success: Russ Youngquist, Greg “Radar” 
Weinschenk PER, Lisa Chiodo, Steve Leisen, Tammi Leisen, Sandy Carr, Nina Steele, Julie Cherry, Joe Bechen, 
Tammy Bechen, Arnie Zediker, Phyllis Zediker, Dwight Taylor, Mark Flohr PER, Cliff Morris, Sheila Morris,  
Kevin Marean, Chrissy Ellis ER, Julie Kafer, Mark Chapman, Jolyn Chapman and Larry Cramer PER.

A special thanks also to our volunteers who helped load and unload the mobile basketball hoops which are 
stored at Nadine Ludwig’s residence (thank you Nadine) on Wednesday night and Friday morning: Greg 

“Radar” Weinschenk, Neil Schultz, Joe Bechen and 
Larry Cramer. We could not have done it without you. 
Thank you for your extra effort, it was much appreci-
ated. Thanks again to all of our volunteers and to the 
Iowa Parks and Recreation for their sponsorship. 
At the end of the day everyone had a good time 
because of our volunteers the kids will continue to 
have fun at the fair! 

See you next year 
for another great 
Spot Shoot. 

You guys’ rock!
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Tuesday September 2nd 
and  

Tuesday September 
16th at 6:30pmAt The Elks!

We will be playing Sweep! 
Plus, bring your favorite game - board games,  

cards, etc. Attendees will agree upon  
what games to play together!

Join us for our Breakfast Buffet 
& Bake Sale on Sunday September 14th!

and enjoy a delicious Elks Breakfast serving 8am to noon.

Our delicious breakfast buffet still includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French 
Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of 
course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip 

pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, 
and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa - only $3.50. 

Only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under.
All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities !
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Hillis School Crestview School
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Illustration Only.  

For actual design see 

garments in the Club Room!

WDM Lodge 
#2752

This is the second year our lodge has supported the FORE! VETERANS 
GOLF TOURNAMENT hosted by Central Iowa Shelter and Services to help 
homeless Veterans in our community. 

Elks Members; Dwight Taylor, Greg “Radar” Weinschenk, Jeff Garrison, 
and Cliff Morris played in the Tournament which was held on July 28, 
2025. The Lodge donated $1800 to support the fundraiser, out of money 
raised from our Bingo program. The Lodge also donated $1000 for 
tickets and food vouchers for 25 Veterans from the Des Moines 
Veterans Hospital to go to the fair! 

The Central Iowa Shelter and Services located at 1420 Mulberry Street 
in Des Moines is open 24/7/365, serving men and women aged 18 and 
older who are experiencing homelessness, 10% are Veterans in need of 
help. They have 150 emergency shelter beds, and each guest may stay 
for up to 90 days. Upon entry to the shelter, the clients work with case 
managers and advocates to take advantage of the robust programs and 
services that will help them secure permanent housing. 

West Des Moines Elks Lodge Support Veterans!  

Firsty Thirsty Thursday
September 4th 
This is ONLY the first Thursday of the month. 

We will offer $2.50 Well Drinks this month. 

We will be offering our Hamburger or 
Cheeseburger Basket with fries or onion rings 
for only $8.

We will also have Chicken Tenders Basket 
and Hot Dog Basket.  Yummy!!

Come to the Lodge and 
check out our NEW T-Shirts. 

All sizes! $10 each.
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FOOTBALL
TAILGATE PARTY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th

BAR WILL OPEN AT 10:30

FOR 11:00am KICK-OFF

Sloppy Joe sandwiches provided!

Bring friends and food to share and enjoy the game.

Prizes for best dressed Cyclone fan & Hawkeye fan.
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Please Join Us 
Thursday Night

September, 11th at 6:30pm 
For our monthly 

WDM Elks 
Wine Experience Only $15 Per Person

(Includes 1 glass of wine and samples!)
light appetizers provided! 

Join us to relax and enjoy some wine!

CHEERING FOR WINE!

Whether you cheer for WINE or 
FOOTBALL, this is the best season… The 
best season to be with friends, catch a 
football game, start a bonfire and enjoy 
your favorite bottle of wine.  Join your 
Elks Winers to CHEER FOR WINE!

Bring your pom poms and wear your 
favorite football cheering clothes.  
We will raise a glass to your favorite team or Alma mater.  CHEERS!

We always have great appetizers thanks to the committee and many of our awesome 
guests.  Bring a friend!

Upcoming Wine Night themes – MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

OCTOBER – “MONSTER MASH-UP”  All things Halloween with a twist.  Costumes are 
encouraged.  OCTOBER 9th

NOVEMBER – “FALL HARVEST & WINE”  We encourage you wear flannel and we will have a 
little “pumpkin everything”.  It will be a cornucopia of fun!  NOVEMBER 13th

DECEMBER – “JINGLE & MINGLE”  Plan on a white elephant gift.  Just something from 
home or a not-so-serious something.  DECEMBER 11th
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Dear Elks Members,

On August 23,2014 our only child Zachary Michael Paulsen, was murdered on the property in front of our 

family business.  Zach was diagnosed with autism at a young age but was high functioning and living a full life, 

having graduated from WyoTech with a degree in Diesel Technology.

To honor Zach’s memory, we established the Zach Paulsen Memorial Scholarship fund for students with 

autism disorders who want to attend a technical or trade school. To date we have awarded 14 scholarships.

We are proud to say that our annual fundraiser will be held again at the WDM Elks on September 13th from 

4:00pm to 10:00 pm.  There will be a silent auction and door prizes, food and a cash bar.

We would like to invite you all to attend and support our Fundraiser.

THE 2025 ZACH PAULSEN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

FUNDRAISER FOR STUDENTS 
WITH AUTISM DISORDERS

September 13th - 4:00 TO 10:00 pm 

West Des Moines Elks Lodge

2060 NW 94th St Clive IA

PRESENTS...
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Join the Fidelity Club
Do you donate to the Elks National Foundation often? Did you know there’s a club for members who 
donate monthly called the Fidelity Club? The ENF Fidelity Club recognizes giving via automatic, regularly 
scheduled payments. Sustaining givers have a recurring monthly payment (minimum $5) that is 
automatically debited from a bank account or charged to a credit card. Monthly giving is safe, reliable, and 
allows the ENF to spend less time on administration and more time on our charitable mission. Not to 
mention, members receive Fidelity Club stickers, pins, and pin attachments depending on their level of 
giving. Visit enf.elks.org/recurring to enroll today.

Do you contribute to the Elks National Foundation often? 
What if you could donate without having to think about it? 
Well, you can! Enroll today and become a member of the 
Fidelity Club—the ENF’s monthly giving program. 

Our Volunteers 

Make GREAT Friends!

Consider helping out at Bingo 

or helping or leading a 

Wednesday Night Dinner Team!
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Come Celebrate with me!

Tuesday, September 23rd
 at 6pm

All Members and their guests 
are welcome to join us and help 

celebrate all of our June Birthdays!

Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided!

The individuals listed above can stop in for a free “birthday 
cocktail,  beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in 

which they are recognized in our newsletter!  

If we missed your birthday – please let us know!  
news@wdmelks.com

Wish these Elk Members 
& Spouses a special 

Happy Birthday!
when you see them 

at the Lodge this month!

BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!

01 Christi Irelan 11 April Fredericksen 21 Craig Crossland

01 Jeri Hammen 11 Robert Sherer 21 Tonya Brady

02 Barbara Bouley 11 Gracyn Smith 21 Dawn Mallory

02 Ciel Friess 11 Denise Wright 22 Carla Sanburg

02 Jackie Pullen 18 Jennifer Manus 23 Lyle Hawn

02 Janet Schutt 12 Mark Ramsey 24 Toby Charloe

04 Tonya Hazel 13 Jodi Einck 24 Steve Werning

05 Kristi McCune 14 Sheryl Jensen 25 Cory Holland

06 Keith Kuennen 14 Susan Rasmussen 25 Gary Sams

06 Linda Friedel 15 Dena Johnston 26 Neil Davies

06 Carla Stuber 15 Lena Marie McElvogue 26 Timothy Trausch

07 Jim Hayes 15 Gary Sacker 27 Michael West

07 Theresa Koets 17 Roy McElvogue 28 Lon Anderson

07 Mike Petersen 18 Terrill Eastin 29 Gary Hermann

07 Julie Ostwinkle 19 Denny Carlson 29 Kris Magnani

08 Robert Horak 19 Stephen Gonseth 29 Jen Meehl

09 Kim Correy 19 Brian Mathis 29 Gloria Criswell

09 Garry Schrage 19 Terry Vrieze 29 Erica Holms

16 Sheila Stevens-Schneider 20 Chuck Cunningham, Jr. 30 Jack De Haai
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All listings are tentative – watch for email updates!
              If you don’t receive emails – Let us know! 

news@wdmelks.com

All Meals are $11.00 and served 
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.

    SUNDAY     MONDAY   TUESDAY WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY    FRIDAY  SATURDAY
1   Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

                   _________________________________

6:30pm

         Join Us!
      ________________________________

 Board/House Meetings
6:30pm 

All Members welcome

2 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Sorry…
No Dinner
No Team! 

Dinner Crews Needed!
Could you help one 
Wednesday Night 

per month?
 Call Roger Fiori
at 515-201-6707

3
Open 4:30 – 9:00

Firsty Thirsty
Thursday

$2.50 Well Drinks 
$8 Burger or Cheeseburger  

Basket wFries or Onion Rings
_______________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell
 Call:  Roger Fiori 

Checker/Concessions
 Gloria Criswell 

Nancy Newcomb
Need a Volunteer

4 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 5 Open 10:30 – 9:00/Close

Iowa/Iowa 
State Game!

Club opens at 10:30am 
Game Time 11:00am

Sloppy Joes Provided, 
bring an appetizer to 

share if you like!

6

Open Noon - 7pm

    Burger Baskets 
Only $8

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
   Sell: JC Criswell 

Call: Patti Bond 
Checker/Concessions

 Gloria Criswell
Joy Droessler

Nancy Newcomb

7 Open 4:30 – 9:00

 Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

8   Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

Elks Angels Mtg 
11:30am Urban Grill

_________________________________

9 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Italian Sausage 
Sandwiches 

French Fries
Salad & Dessert

Team Murphy
Serving at 6:15pm

10 Open 4:30 – 9:00 
9/11 Meals for First 

Responders 11 till 6pm
___________________________________

6:30 
______________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: Jason Larreau

 Call: Larry Schweitzer 
Checker/Concessions
 Joyce McMickle 

Mary Spoerl
Nancy Newcomb 

11 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 12 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 

Zach Paulsen  
Memorial 

Scholarship  
Fundraiser 

 for Students with 
Autism Disorders
4:00pm till 10pm! 

All Elks & their guests 
are welcome!
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Open 8am - 7pm
Elk’s Breakfast 

& Bake Sale 
8am till Noon 

Play Pool - 1:30
________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Paul Stiles 

Call: Roger Halbur 
Checker/Concessions

Joyce McMickle
 Mary Spoerll

Need a Volunteer

14 Open 4:30 – 9:00

LAC
Lodge Activities 
Meeting 6:30pm

Come share your ideas 
and get involved!  
Treats provided.

15 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM! 
_________________________________

6:30pm
               Join Us!

_________________________________

Elks Riders Mtg 
6:30pm 

in Aronson Hall

16 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Ham Steak
Au Gratin 
Potatoes

Green Beans 
& Dessert

Team Fiori
Serving at 6:15pm

17 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell

 Call: Larry Schweitzer
Checker/Concessions

Gloria Criswell
Mary Spoerl

Beth Kneeskern

18 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 19 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 20

Open Noon - 7pm

    Burger Baskets 
Only $8

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Carla Sanburg 

Call: Frank Dunn 
 Checker/Concessions

Joyce McMickle
Natalie Thomas 

 Need a Volunteer

21 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

22  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

              9 to 5’ers meet
                 at Nine AM!

_________________________________

Birthday
Night! 6pm!

All Members & their guests 
are welcome to help celebrate 

all our August Birthdays!

23 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Clubroom Grill 
Menu 

including
Burger Baskets, 

Fries, Onion Rings
All Beef Hot Dogs,

and appetizers 
Serving 5pm till 6:45pm

24 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: Joe Bechen

Call: Roger Halbur
Checker/Concessions

  Joyce McMickle
Jen Chambers

Nancy Newcomb

25 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 26 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 27

Open Noon - 7pm

    Burger Baskets 
Only $8

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
  Sell: JC Criswell 
Call: Frank Dunn

Checker/Concessions
 Gloria Criswell
Joy Droessler 

 Natalie Thomas

28 Open 4:30 – 9:00 29  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

              9 to 5’ers meet
                 at Nine AM!

_________________________________

30 Dinner Crews 
Needed!

Could you help one 
Wednesday Night 

per month?

Call 
Roger Fiori

at 515-201-6707

Bingo Volunteers 
Needed!

Could you help
at one BINGO 

Session 
per month?

Call 
Nancy Newcomb
at 515-681-0852

Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close


