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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

Zephyrhills, FL                  www.elks.org/2731   September 2025 

 
As the warm days of summer begin to wane, our lodge stands as a testa-
ment to hard work and transformation, almost fully rejuvenated by the 
ongoing facelift. The grounds are bursting with color and vitality, thanks 
in large part to Miss Emily—affectionately known as Auntie Em—who 
has dedicated herself to perfecting the hedges, freshening the flower bed 
beside the flag, and repainting the iconic BPOE letters. Her efforts have 
rendered the entrance both bright and welcoming, a visual promise of posi-
tive energy within. 
 

 
 
 

Highlights from the National Elks Convention 
 
Following our last newsletter, I had the privilege of journeying to Kansas City, Missouri for the annual National Elks Convention. The event was 
a gathering of tradition, camaraderie, and ceremonial grandeur. This year, the convention marked the installation of our new Grand Exalted Ruler, 
Bryan R. Klatt, alongside other new officers. The initiation ceremony itself was nothing short of impressive—filled with heartfelt moments and a 
sense of shared purpose that underscored the Elks’ enduring legacy. 
We also took time to bid a warm farewell to Grand Exalted Ruler Douglas A. Schiefer, expressing our gratitude for his tireless dedication and the 
many accomplishments he achieved over the past year. His family’s sacrifices did not go unnoticed, reminding all of us the support systems that 
make our community strong. Elks Care, Elks Share 
 

Meeting Elks from Across the Nation 
 
One of the convention’s most memorable aspects was the opportunity to meet fellow Elks from lodges scattered across the country. Each encoun-
ter was a chance to exchange ideas, stories, and traditions. The Ritual Competitions were an especially fascinating part of the gathering, with 
participants reciting both the 11th hour toast and the flag ritual during initiation. The precision and clarity required to compete in these rituals was 
remarkable, and the challenge of reciting them flawlessly added a layer of suspense. 
A poignant moment occurred when a new member, tasked with the initiation flag ritual, stumbled after his first sentence. He candidly apologized 
and sat down, a scene that resonated deeply with me as I remembered my own nerves during my first initiation as Exalted Ruler. His vulnerability 
was a gentle reminder that growth and confidence come with experience. 
 

Convention Community and Connections 
 
The convention badges became canvases of memory, each adorned with stickers representing the many states and lodges present. Collecting these 
tokens while visiting the various booths sparked conversations and forged connections, making every interaction more memorable. 
Hospitality rooms further enriched the experience, each offering a unique flavor of their home state. The Florida room stood out for its lively 
music and sociable atmosphere, and every room yielded fresh inspiration to bring back to our lodge. 
 

Banquet, Music, and Lasting Friendships 
 
A beautiful dinner was served, with chicken cordon bleu and filet mignon—both befitting the celebratory spirit of the evening. The meal provided 
a relaxed setting to deepen friendships and share stories. The evening concluded with music and dancing, sealing the convention with joy and 
laughter. Perhaps the most rewarding aspect of these conventions is the enduring connections forged with fellow Elks. There is a special thrill 
when someone you met at a convention visits your own lodge, as happened recently when we welcomed a guest from Puerto Rico on August 
15th—an encounter born from the bonds created in Kansas City. 

Continued on page 2 
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It is with genuine joy that we recognize Bobbie Schwob as our 
Volunteer of the Month. Tirelessly working behind the scenes, 
Bobbie’s creative touch can be seen on every blast, poster, and 
ticket, and her reliable presence has become essential in the 
office. Many of you know Bobbie from her friendly service at 
the POS during our Wednesday and Friday night dinners, 
where her dedication shines through in every interaction. 
Bobbie’s commitment and thoughtful contributions truly set 
her apart, enriching the spirit of our lodge and strengthening 
the bonds of our Elk family. Please join us in celebrating Bob-
bie Schwob for her outstanding service and unwavering dedica-
tion that make our lodge so special. 

It is my great pleasure to introduce Nick Schwob as Elk of the 
Month. Nick has been exceptionally instrumental in assisting 
me as I transitioned into the role of Exalted Ruler. His wealth 
of knowledge and generous spirit have guided and supported 
not only myself, but our entire lodge. Nick consistently shares 
his experience selflessly, always ready with a helping hand and 
wise advice. I am deeply grateful for all he has contributed and 
look forward to what he will accomplish in the future. Please 
join me in celebrating and thanking Nick Schwob for his re-
markable efforts and unwavering dedication to our Elk family. 
He is a wealth of knowledge and shares his experiences self-
lessly. I appreciate all he has done and will do in the future for 
this lodge. Please join me in celebrating and thanking Nick 
Schwob for his remarkable efforts. 

Continuation from page 1 

 
Upcoming Events: Horse and Pigs Races & Pot Luck Dinner 
 
Looking ahead, we invite all members and friends to SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, September 27th at 3:00 PM for our much-anticipated Horse 
and Pigs Races. This event promises excitement, friendly competition, and another opportunity to gather as a community. A pot luck dinner will 
follow.  Let us carry the energy of summer and the warmth of the Elks’ fellowship into the months ahead. Our lodge is more than a building—it 
is a living, evolving community, and together, we shape its future. 
 
 
Why Join the Elks? 
 
· Several thousand dollars go to support local charities. 
· Many volunteer opportunities in our local community. 
· 100 Elk lodges in Florida – being a part of a large national organization. 
· Florida Elks Youth Camp—sending children to camp. 
· Veterans and children are our focus. 
· We like to have fun! Great opportunity to be part of a large family. 

 
Respectfully, 

Barbar Conkli, 

Barbara Conklin  
Exalted Ruler 
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Lounge Hours 
 

SUNDAY:  Closed 
MONDAY  Closed         
TUESDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY 1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
THURSDAY: 1:00 PM—6:00 PM 
FRIDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
SATURDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 

Sep 5 Hank the Piano Man  

Sep 19 Karl Sapp 

  

  

 

 

Get ready to sing your heart out and share  

unforgettable moments!  

 

Tuesday 9/2    Chili or chili mac & Fritos 
 

Saturday 9/6    Pulled pork sliders w/Beth's baked 
beans & chips 

 
Tuesday 9/9    Fresh made pasta dinner made by Marco 

& Anne 
 

Saturday 9/13  3 chicken tenders w/fries or onion rings 
 

Tuesday 9/16   Taco salad & Tostitos 
 

Saturday 9/20  Hot dogs 3 ways; plain, w/kraut or w/chili 
& cheese 

 
Tuesday 9/23  Fish basket (pollack filet) w/fries or onion 

rings, slaw or apple sauce 
 

Tuesday 9/30   Dave's burgers w/grilled onions & 
cheese & potato salad. 

 
 

No Karaoke on the 27th  
 

Karla’s Karaoke runs from 3 to 7pm Tuesdays &        
3 to 6pm on Saturdays 

Meals served from 3 to 5pm both Tuesday &          
Saturdays $8.00 (Cash only) 

Join us as we create lasting memories and  
strengthen our bonds as a community!  

LOUNGE NEWS 
It has been 2.5 years since the drink prices at 
the lodge have been increased and with much 
regret the House Committee has determined 
the following drink price increases will go into 
effect starting September 1,2025.  

 

All drinks will increase by fifty cents except:  

A pitcher of draft beer will increase by $1.00. 
Also a carafe of wine will increase by $1.00.  

A pitcher of draft beer/pizza and carafe/pizza 
combos will also increase by $1.00.  
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Line Dancing 
10:30 am -12 pm  

 

Euchre 1:00 pm 
 

Night Games 6:00-7:00 pm
 

There will be a limited Menu for Sep-
tember on Wednesday’s  4:30-6:30pm 

 

Come Join the Fun On Wednesday's 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Lodge 
Closed 

 

Happy 
Labor Day 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-
7:00PM 

 
Chili or  

Chili Mac 
and Fritos 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  

Euchre 1 PM 
Sloppy Joe 

Baked Beans, 
Chips 

Lounge 
Closes at 

6PM 
Bingo 6 PM 

Doors 
Open at 

4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
Music: 
Hank 
The 

Piano Man 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
Pulled Pork 
Sliders with 

Baked beans 
and chips 

Lodge 
Closed 

Lodge 
Closed 

House         
Committee 

Meeting  9 AM 
BOD Meeting 

10 AM 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-
7:00PM 

Fresh Pasta 
Dinner by 
Marco & 

Anne 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  

Euchre 1:00 
PM 

Chicken Filet 
Sand/Fries 
Coleslaw or 
Potato Sal 

Lounge 
Closes at 

6PM 
Bingo 6 PM 

Doors 
Open at 

4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
 

Baby Boomers 
Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
3 Chicken 

Tenders/fries 
or onion rings 

Lodge 
Closed 

Lodge 
Closed 

House         
Committee 

Meeting  9 AM 
BOD Meeting 

10 AM 
Orientation 5:45 
Lodge Meeting 

7PM 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-
7:00PM 

 
Taco Salad 
& Tostidos 

 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  

Euchre 1:00 
PM 

Meat Loaf 
Mashed  

Potatos/gravy 
Green Beans 

Lounge 
Closes at 

6PM 
Bingo 6 PM 

Doors 
Open at 

4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
Music: 

Karl Sapp 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
Hot Dog  

Plain of w/
Chili and 

cheese, or 
Krout 

Lodge 
Closed 

Lodge 
Closed 

 
Eat at  

Culvers from 
4-7 PM 

(see newsletter) 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-
7:00PM 

Fish Basket 
w/Fries or 

Onion Rings 
and Slaw or 
apple sauce 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  
Euchre 1 PM 

Spaghetti/
Meatballs  

Garlic Bread & 
Salad 

Lounge 
Closes at 

6PM 
Bingo 6 PM 

Doors 
Open at 

4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
 

Lounge Open 
1-8 PM 

 
Horse & Pig 

Races 
Pot Luck 

Lodge 
Closed   

 

Lodge 
Closed 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3—7:00PM 
Daves Burger 
w/grilled on-

ions & cheese 
Potato salad 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  
Euchre 1:00 

PM 
Burger & Fries 

 

Lounge 
Closes at 

6PM 
Bingo 6 PM 

Doors 
Open at 

4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30  

Lounge Open 
1-8 PM 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

Meal Times 
Tue & Sat 3-5 

pm 
Wed & Fri 

Lounge Hours 
Tue, Wed 1-8 

PM 
Thur 1-6 PM 

Fri, Sat 1-8 PM 


