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Lodge Officers

 Exalted Ruler……………………..… Chrissy Ellis
exaltedruler@wdmelks.com

 Leading Knight..……..……….…… Rich Kreitzinger 

 Loyal Knight……..….……….….….  Frank Dunn

 Lecturing Knight.……….…...……  Dwight Taylor

 Esquire …………..……….…….………………….. Open 
 Tiler…..……………….……………….… Kevin Marean
 Inner Guard…………...…….…………… Nina Steele
 Chaplain.…….………………...…….... Andy Hansen

 Treasurer…………………….. Craig Crossland, PER
                                     treasurer@wdmelks.com

 Secretary……………………………….. Toby Charloe
                                    secretary@wdmelks.com

Trustees
1 Year Trustee……….…..……… Jeff Garrison, PER

  2 Year Trustee.....………. Greg Weinschenk, PER
 3 Year Trustee….……..………... Becky Young, PER
4 Year Trustee….….…….….….…. Roger Fiori, PER

 5 Year Trustee….….…….….Michael Buckley, PER

West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752

August 2025 Newsletter
2060 NW 94th St Clive, IA 50325
www.wdmelks.com  515-252-1717

While I was unable to attend the Elks 
National Convention in Kansas City last 
month, I can tell you that the leadership 
of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks got down to business with the 
first business session of the 160th Grand 
Lodge Session and elected Bryan R. 
Klatt, of DeKalb, IL Lodge No. 765, as 
Grand Exalted Ruler for the 2025–2026 
year. 
Klatt has been a member of the Elks 
since 1985 and has served many roles. If 

you would like to read about Bryan’s success as an Elk and 
catch up on Grand Lodge convention news, you can go to 
Elks.org, click on Members Only and go to National 
Convention to read the newsletters. There you can also read 
about what resolutions passed and failed in the Legislative 
Session.

Summer brought warmth, celebration, and connection. From 
Fourth of July events to family picnics, and charitable drives 
like our Back to School Fundraiser, our Lodge has been alive 
with the spirit of Elkdom. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered at the Fourth of July parade and who donated 
back to school essentials. We appreciate all of you!

As students prepare to return to school and the pace of life 
begins to shift, we look ahead to new opportunities to make a 
difference. August is the perfect time to gear up for the fall 
season of service. Let us use this time to reach out to fellow 
Elks we haven’t seen in a while. A friendly phone call or 
invitation to a Lodge dinner can go a long way. Fellowship is 
the foundation of everything we do—when we stay 
connected, we stay strong.  Invite friends, neighbors, and 
prospective members to visit the Lodge and learn what we’re 
all about. Every new connection helps us thrive.

As always, thank you for being part of this incredible 
organization. Let’s keep the momentum going and carry the 
summer’s energy into a purposeful and impactful fall.

In Fellowship,

Chrissy Ellis, Exalted Ruler 

The West Des Moines Elks Newsletter is 
published monthly, Edited by Greg & Terri Osby.

All articles must be submitted by the 20th of 
each month.  Please submit your articles to 

news@wdmelks.com

Message From Your Exalted Ruler
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TRUSTEE CORNER

A message from Dwight Taylor, Lecturing Knight

The Iowa State Fair starts August 7 and Veterans Day is August 11 from 8 A.M.- 5P.M., offering $12 
admission to active and former U.S. military members and their spouses with valid I.D. The day features a 
parade at 11 A.M., a Military Tribute Concert at 4:30 P.M., and a Walk for Veterans at 5 P.M. Participants 
can also enjoy discounted rides and games during Dollar Discount Days (Monday-Thursday) 10 A.M. to 4 
P.M. Every ride and game in Thrill Town and Thrill Ville is $1 off. August 7th will be a great day to bring 
your family out to the Fair and honor our veterans. 

Respectfully
Dwight Taylor, Lecturing Knight

The Trustees hear you and we are working on it!

Working on what you may ask?

The Patio Remodel!

Our main priority this year was to take care of some much needed building maintenance.  First project 
was the back bingo room and cabinets.  With that coming to a close we need to start looking at getting 

the patio spruced up.

As many have noticed the stone columns and outer wall of the patio are getting very deteriorated. 
Well don’t fret. We have started the process of getting bids to fix the stone columns and repair/replace 

the half walls between them.  

Thank You for your patience as we continue
 to make these much needed repairs!

CLUBROOM HELP NEEDED!!
The lodge is in need of bartenders. Do you know someone who is looking for some extra cash 
and would be a good bartender? Let them know about your West Des Moines Elks lodge and 

refer them to our Club Manager, Jeff Garrison.

COOKING TEAMS NEEDED!!!
We are always in the need for people looking to cook a Wednesday dinner. 

Do you have a favorite dish you like to make and would love to make it for your fellow lodge members?

If interested, please reach out to our Kitchen Manager, Roger Fiori.

The “CLIFFY” Burger and Sweetcorn Dinner Wednesday 
July 16th was well attended and “Delicious”.
Everyone had a good time. Pictured are our great cooks!! 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
BUFFET AND BAKE SALE

We had another good turnout for our Sunday Buffet Breakfast serving 151 members, families and guests on 
July 13th, 2025. This included complimentary breakfast to 9 Veterans who were transported from the Des 
Moines Veterans Hospital Domicile plus their drivers. They all thanked us for our hospitality and delicious 
breakfast. We thanked them for their service.

Our volunteers are the ones who keep our breakfast successful, and we can’t thank them enough: Mark 
Flohr, Karen Flohr, Doug Laird, Lannie Hale, Mike Schieffer, Toby Charloe, Paula Venema, Alice Jensen, Rosie 
Surber, Gloria Riesberg, Brian Becker, Neil Davies, Ben Poole (Bar Tender), Nina Steele and Larry Cramer. 
Mark Bergmann continues to support our Sunday Breakfast by taking out and bringing in our Breakfast signs 
month after Month. And a big thank you to Darlene Schluter who took our leftovers to the Bethel Mission 
which helps feed the homeless in the area. Thanks to all of our volunteers!.

This month our bake sale brought in $394 from free will donations which will be donated to the Clive Food 
Pantry. Thanks again to Jen Becker, Debra Brandt, Nancy Newcomb, Jan Peter, Brian Becker and our many 
Elks and spouses who bring in the delicious pastries, pies, cookies, cakes and other yummy mouthwatering 
desserts.

Please join us for our next Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale Sunday August 10th serving 8:00 AM to noon. 
Our delicious breakfast includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage patties, 
Cheesy Potatoes, and of course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip pancakes), 
Orange juice, Milk, and Coffee. 

Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. 

Our breakfast is only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under.
Again, thanks to all of our volunteers. OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE GREAT!
See you at the lodge for our next Breakfast Buffet on August 10th, 2025. 
Please pay the bartender for breakfast.

Urbandale 4th of July Parade Pictures!
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Lodge Activities 
Committee

LAC Minutes July 21, 2025

Present: Julie Kafer, Rich Kreitzinger, Joe Bechen, Tammy Bechen, Natalie Thomas, 
Mike Holbrook, Jennifer Holbrook, Becky Young and Toby Charloe.

Meals from the Heartland took place on June 26. The crew worked hard. We made over 25,000 meals. We had 
about 14 Elks participate. Thanks to Joe and Tammy Bechen for grilling hot dogs and providing chili, plus 
Tammy’s famous cookies afterwards. Lot’s of other good food. We will try and plan a Saturday next time.

Urbandale 4th of July Parade took place with some cute Elks Head pieces. Look for the pictures in the 
Newsletter. Ice Cream Drinks were a success. We sold over 40 Ice Cream Drinks. Becky and Julie will do this 
next year.

We are looking to bring Bourbon Night back in September now.
The Bake Sale July 13 brought in $393.50. It is going to the Clive Food Pantry.
July 13 the Elks Riders did a Poker Run for Ellipsis. They gave them a check for $2,053. Great work! See the 
pictures in the Newsletter.

A new black lockbox has been purchased to put cash in for certain events.

All activities are on the monthly calendar on the last page of this Newsletter.

Next LAC Meeting: September 15th at 6:30pm.
Julie Kafer, LAC Chair

Elks Riders
Our Elks Riders group 
will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on 
Tuesday August 12th 

at 6:30pm 
in Aronson Hall.

Elks Angels
Our Elks Angels group will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on  Tuesday August 12th 

at 2:00pm in Aronson Hall.
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Anna Marie Nielsen PER from our West Des Moines Lodge #2752 
was appointed as DDGER for SW Iowa at the 

160th Grand Lodge Session in Kansas City. 

Anna Marie states, "I firmly believe that as part of the Iowa Elks 
Association the SW District already "Makes the Difference"

and will lead the way in carrying out our 
Grand Exalted Ruler Bryan Klatt's goal to

"Be the Difference"! 

I am proud to be working together with all of you." 

Anna Marie Nielsen, PER 
West Des Moines Lodge #2752
Appointed as District Deputy 
of The Grand Exalted Ruler (DDGER)

ELKS State Fair Spot Shoot!

Thursday, August 14th 2025

Free Pass & Parking Provided

We always have a great lodge turnout for this event! Our lodge volunteers work with the Iowa Parks and 
Recreation Association who sponsors the Elks Spot Shoot. We entertain and educate the many children 
who come about the Elks Hoop Shoot Program and Drug Awareness Program.

We Usually have 250 to 300 youths who participate ages 4 to 70. 
Along with having fun of shooting baskets, the kids receive Drug 
Awareness coloring books with attached crayons and participation ribbons.

We have two sessions, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 until 3:00 p.m.
The Parks and Recreation Association continues
to spoil us when we finish with 
beverages at the Iowa Craft Beer Tent. 

PLEASE SIGN UP! 
Sign up Sheet is in 

the Club Room!
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Left to Right: Elaine Idso; Michael Buckley, PER/Trustee; Maureen Hegedus; Brian Mathis; Larry Rowen; 
Dustin Kingery; Gerald Durbin, Initiated on behalf of Mesa-Buckhorn Lodge #2656; Rich Kreitzinger, Leading Knight

Welcome to our Elks Family! 
New Members initiated

on June 23rd, 2025!

When you see a new face introduce yourself!

Firsty Thirsty Thursday
August 7th 

!
Hamburger or Cheeseburger baskets with fries 
or onion rings only $8!  Will also have Chicken 
Tender Baskets and Hot Dog Baskets. Yummy!

We will be offering $2.50 
Busch Light Tall Boys this month. 

Bring your appetite and thirst
on the 1st Thursday in August!
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Our Volunteers are the BEST!

met at the 
Lodge and carpooled together to the facility. 

It was a great experience for everyone 
Involved—and helped feed starving 
children!    Join us next time!
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Our Elk Riders’ Poker Run Fundraiser 
in July Raised $2,053 for Ellipsis! 

A truly impressive accomplishment!
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We want to send out a huge THANK YOU for all the 
riders and non riders that attended our event!! 

Although we faced road closures and endured extremely 
hot temperatures,  with heat indices around 103 degrees, 
we traveled a total of 280 miles on the pavement joined 

by over 20 bikes and 35 committed participants on our adventure.

The fundraiser raised $2,025.00 in donations and we couldn’t have done it without 
everybody’s help! A check was presented to Taylor and Jim at the monument. 

Thank you to our WDM 
Elks Lodge #2752,  

Des Moines Elks Lodge 
#98 and Marshalltown 

Elks Lodge #312
along with all members, 
friends and family that 

joined us!
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Tuesday August 5th 
and  

Tuesday August 19th  
at 6:30pmAt The Elks!

We will be playing Sweep! 
Plus, bring your favorite game - board games,  

cards, etc. Attendees will agree upon  
what games to play together!

Join us for our Breakfast Buffet 
& Bake Sale on Sunday August 10th!
and enjoy a delicious Elks Breakfast serving 8am to noon.

Our delicious breakfast buffet still includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French 
Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of 
course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip 

pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, 
and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa - only $3.50. 

Only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under.
All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities !
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Please Join Us 
Thursday Night

August 15th at 6:30pm 
For our monthly 

WDM Elks 
Wine Experience Only $15 Per Person

(Includes 1 glass of wine and samples!)
light appetizers provided! 

Join us to relax and enjoy some wine!

THERE WILL NOT BE AN AUGUST WINE NIGHT 

- Due to the Iowa State Fair -

Our Elks Wine Committee has been told that our event is a blast!  
We encourage anyone that has not attended to give us a chance.  
Maybe you are not super fond of wine?  Maybe you only like red or 
white?  Remember – these are just tasting samples.  Our practice is to 
sample 3 whites and 3 reds.  Then you choose the glass you want to 
enjoy at the end.  We always have great appetizers thanks to the 
committee and many of our awesome guests.  Bring a friend!

Upcoming Wine Night themes – MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

SEPTEMBER – “CHEERING FOR WINE” 
With a little tailgate atmosphere.  SEPTEMBER 11th

OCTOBER – “MONSTER MASH-UP”  All things Halloween with a twist.  
Costumes are encouraged.  OCTOBER 9th

NOVEMBER – “FALL HARVEST & WINE”  We encourage you wear flannel and we 
will have a little “pumpkin everything”.  It will be a cornucopia of fun!  
NOVEMBER 13th

DECEMBER – “JINGLE & MINGLE”  Plan on a white elephant gift.  Just something 
from home or a not-so-serious something.  DECEMBER 11th



12

Online 
Silent Auction!

Join the Online Auction Before—or during the 
Steak Dinner on August 23rd!

Don’t miss your chance to participate in our exciting online 
auction taking place during the steak dinner on Saturday, 
August 23rd following the golf fundraiser. 

Proceeds will support local Charities listed here!
Simply scan the QR code to access the auction site for 
a quick and easy sign-up. Item preview begins on 
Monday, August 18th, and early bidding opens on 
Wednesday, August 20th.

Can’t attend in person? No problem! You can still bid 
from anywhere through the online
platform. If you win any auction items but can’t be 
present to collect them, arrangements will be
made to get them to you.

That said, you won’t want to miss the in-person event -- exclusive raffles, games, and prizes will
be available only to attendees!

Feel free to share the QR code with friends and family -- there will be something for everyone!
We look forward to seeing you on August 23rd. Bid early, bid often, and help support a great
cause!

Or type https://one.bidpal.net/elks2752/welcome

The Annual Elks Golf Fundraiser is on August 23rd at Terrace Hills Golf course in Altoona. 
Please get your golfers signed up. It is a four-person best shot, so you don’t need to be a great golfer to play. 
We pay 2 places in 3 flights, so we will have lots of winners. 

We will also have a great steak dinner at the lodge after the event. 
You can buy the dinner tickets in the clubroom for only $20. 

The silent auction with some great items and gift cards. 
As you can see above, our auction will be online this year!

Sign up soon to get in on the fun.  Sign up form is on the next page!

There’s still time 
to sign up and golf!

$100 Per Golfer 

$400 Per Team
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Come Celebrate with me!

Tuesday, August 26th at 6pm

All Members and their guests 
are welcome to join us and help 

celebrate all of our June Birthdays!

Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided!

01 Don Clem 14 Chuck Schwab 24 Jana Castelone

02 Nina Steele 15 John Gamble Sheyla Briddle

03 Nancy Brown Melisa Morris 25 Ronald Gray

Mark Reed Sr. 16 Joe Akers Robert Harper

Allison Stevens Dave Pascale Debra Lamp

05 Michael McCune Melissa Pfaff 26 Bob Christensen

07 Al Cross Sherry Poole 27 Patrick McManus

Nisa Rittman 18 Steve Hensley Craig B. Johnson

08 Nicholas Chambers Valerie Williams 28 Michael Rhode

Greg Marean 19 Blake Hardy Michael Roberts

Rosemary Surber Joseph Kinning 29 Jeffrey Holladay

10 Marissa Castelone Charlene Butz 30 Timothy O'Leary

Rob Christiansen 20 Lisa Dalton-Robinette Wayne Steinkamp

Mike McKillip Eric Johnson Tammi Leisen

13 Elaine Miller 22 Robert Chambers 31 Roland Johnsen

Mary Pennington Christopher Larson Jeni Kramer

14 Nick Harder 23 Ron Taylor

Lawrence Schweitzer Susan Johnson

The individuals listed above can stop in for a free “birthday 
cocktail,  beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in 

which they are recognized in our newsletter!  

If we missed your birthday – please let us know!  
news@wdmelks.com

Wish these Elk Members 
& Spouses a special 

Happy Birthday!
when you see them 

at the Lodge this month!

BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!



WDM Elks Lodge #2752
515-252-1717          

www.wdmelks.com
August 2025

All listings are tentative – watch for email updates!
              If you don’t receive emails – Let us know! 

news@wdmelks.com

All Meals are $11.00 and served 
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.

    SUNDAY     MONDAY   TUESDAY WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY    FRIDAY  SATURDAY
Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
   Sell: JC Criswell 
Call: Roger Halbur 

Checker/Concessions
 Gloria Criswell 
Joy Droessler

Beth Kneeskern

31 Bingo Volunteers 
Needed!

Could you help
at one BINGO 

Session 
per month?

Call 
Nancy Newcomb
at 515-681-0852

Dinner Crews 
Needed!

Could you help 
one Wednesday 

Night 
per month?

Call 
Roger Fiori

at 515-201-6707

Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 1 Open 4:00 – 9:00/Close 2

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
   Sell: JC Criswell 
Call: Frank Dunn 

Checker/Concessions
 Gloria Criswell
Natalie Thomas

Roger Fiori 

3 Open 4:30 – 9:00

 Board/House 
Meetings

6:30pm
All Members welcome

4   Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

6:30pm
Join Us!

5 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Pulled Pork
Sandwiches

Mac & Cheese
Coleslaw
& Dessert
Team Abacus

Serving at 6:15pm

6 Open 4:30 – 9:00

 Firsty Thirsty
Thursday

$2.50 Busch Light Tall Boys
$8 Burger Basket Specials

_______________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell

 Call:  Radar Weinschenk 
Checker/Concessions

 Gloria Criswell 
Mary Spoerl

Jen Chambers 

7 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 8 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 9

Open 8am - 7pm
Elk’s Breakfast 

& Bake Sale 
8am till Noon 

Play Pool - 1:30
________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Paul Stiles 
Call: Patti Bond 

Checker/Concessions
Joyce McMickle
 Gloria Criswell
Need a Volunteer

10 Open 4:30 – 9:00

No Lodge Meeting 
(Only one Meeting

in August!)

11 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM! 

_________________________________

Elks Angels Mtg 
2:00pm

_________________________________

Elks Riders Mtg 
6:30pm 

in Aronson Hall

12 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Sorry…
No Dinner
No Team! 

Dinner Crews Needed!
Could you help one 
Wednesday Night 

per month?
 Call Roger Fiori
at 515-201-6707

13 Open 4:30 – 9:00 
Spot Shoot  

at State Fair! 
8:30 to 11:30 & 1:30 to 3:00

No Wine Night in August  
___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell

 Call: Radar Weinschenk
Checker/Concessions

Gloria Criswell
Jen Chambers 
Mary Spoerl

14 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 15 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 16

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Carla Sanburg 

Call: Patti Bond 
 Checker/Concessions

Joyce McMickle
Joy Droessler 

 Need a Volunteer

17 Open 4:30 – 9:00

No Lodge Activities 
Meeting in August 

18  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

              9 to 5’ers meet
                 at Nine AM!

_________________________________

6:30pm
Join Us!

19 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Pork Tenderloin 
Sandwiches 

French Fries
Salad & Dessert

Team Murphy
Serving at 6:15pm

20 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell
Call: Roger Halbur

Checker/Concessions
  Gloria Criswell

Mary Spoerl
Beth Kneeskern

21 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 22 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

WDM Elks
Golf Tournament

&
Steak Dinner!

$20 Tickets available 
in the Clubroom!

23

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
___________________________________

Bingo 2pm
  Sell: Paul Stiles 
Call: Frank Dunn

Checker/Concessions
Joyce McMickle
 Natalie Thomas

Roger Fiori

24 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

25  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

              9 to 5’ers meet
                 at Nine AM!

_________________________________

Birthday
Night! 6pm!

All Members & their guests 
are welcome to help celebrate 

all our August Birthdays!

26 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Sausage 
Cavatelli

Garlic Bread
Salad & Dessert

Team Fiori
Serving at 6:15pm

27 Open 4:30 – 9:00

__________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: Jason Larreau 

Call: Patti Bond 
Checker/Concessions

Joyce McMickle
Jen Chambers
Mary Spoerl

28 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Jimmy     
Buffett 
Night 
6pm!

Bring an appetizer 
if you like! 

Music Provided 
Prizes, Prizes, 

Prizes!

29 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 30


