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Thoughts from our Exalted Ruler

Hello, my fellow Elks!
It’s been a very busy time for 
me—traveling for work, for 
fun, and for Elkdom. And on 
every trip, someone has asked 
me about being a member of 
the Elks Lodge. The more I 
share what we do, what our 
lodge does, the easier it gets, 
and the more excited I become. 
When people ask what it’s like 
being Exalted Ruler, I smile 
and say, “Some days I think 
I’m out of my mind… and 
some days, I can’t think of a 
greater honor.” Like anything 
worth doing, it comes with 
its ups and downs. But I can 
guarantee you this: the good 
far outweighs the frustra-
tions, and I wouldn’t trade 
this amazing experience for 
anything.
That said, I absolutely couldn’t 
do this without our incredible 
officers and volunteers. You 
all rock! Your dedication 
and support make all the 
difference.
Recently, I had the incredible 
honor of attending the 160th 
Grand Lodge Convention 
in Kansas City, and dare I 

say, it was truly one of the 
greatest highlights of my 
Elk journey! Picture this: 
6,341 fellow Elks gathered 
together, standing as the 
flags of our Country are 
presented, witnessing the 
Installation of our 2025–2026 
Grand Officers, watching 
the phenomenal Ohio State 
Ritual Team in action, 
voting on important statute 
changes, being there for the 
Elk Member Memorial, and 
connecting with passionate 
Elks from across the country. 
It was inspiring, exciting, and 
yes, a bit overwhelming in the 
best way possible.
Our new Grand Exalted 
Ruler, Bryan Klatt, unveiled a 
powerful theme for his term:
“Be The Difference.” You may 
be wondering, how can I be 
the difference?
It’s easier than you think:
•  Invite a friend or neighbor 
to the lodge. Show them who 
we are and what we stand for.
•  Reach out. If you’re at 
the lodge and see someone 
new or unfamiliar, introduce 
yourself. Ask their name. 
Learn two things about them. 
And most importantly, let 
them know you’re looking 
forward to seeing them again.
•  Volunteer. Join in on a 
community service project 
or organize one! Let’s rally 
a group of Elks to serve not 
just our lodge, but our entire 
community.
Let’s take those small steps 
that lead to big, lasting 
impacts.
Let’s Be The Difference.

-By Priscilla Burgi,  ER

The Elks National Foundation provides millions of dollars 
in college scholarships through its scholarship programs, 
offering students valuable opportunities.

For complete scholarships information/requirements & ap-
plications go online to:  www.elks.org/enf/scholarships to 
find out more about these great opportunities. Also check 
out the Financial Aid Resources section.

MVS (Most Valuable Student) Contest:   
       application available 8/1/25

Legacy Award (ENF Scholarship for Elks’ Families):
.      available 9/1/25

Emergency Ed Grants (ENF Scholarship for Elks’ Families)
(see online)

Weigel Medical School Scholarship: (see online)

Emergency Educational Grants: (see online)

More opportunities online.

Check out all the opportunities, there may be one for you!

ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION
It’s Scholarship Season

The 2026 Scholarship application is here… 
It’s time to plan, prep, pursue dreams. 

Thanks & Congrats!

Bobbi & Mahalath,  thank you for all you do for Elkdom & 
this Lodge. Congratulations!

Elk of the Month -  Barbara “Bobbi” Galbraith 

August 2025 

Volunteer of the Month - Mahalath Nathe	                                                       
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      (*) Member that has turned in more than one pig in the past 12 months.

- By George Matt

From Our Purple Pig Chairman

Tony Morgan *
Dana Goodwin
Bruce Woodhouse

Judy Krozek * 2 Pigs
Charlotte Kobayashi *
Anonynous

Lorentz & Bonnie Koagedal *
Petaluma Elks RV Club*

A Coin a Day… They’ll Walk, Talk, See and Play.

Turn in your full piggies and adopt another…then repeat often!

NOTE: UPCOMING EVENTS ARE LISTED  ON PAGE 11 & 
INFO/FLYERS ARE THROUGHOUT

California-Hawaii Elks 
Major Project – CHEMPI 

Serving children with disabilities  
since 1950.

“The Elks Major Project provides invaluable help 
to the children struggling to be independent and 

builds hope in the hearts of their parents.”

Make A Difference In A Child’s Life

Elks Give The Gift Of Life  
Register as a Donor Donate Life America

For more info go to: www.donatelife.net

“Elks Give From The Heart”

Contributors for the month of  June:

We are in the Summer season and things have slowed down.  The month of 
June had a total of $267.80.  Keep the Pigs coming.  A coin a day helps the 
kids to play.
Your continued support is greatly appreciated.   Thank you for placing your 
names on the pig.  If you have any questions about the Purple Pig fund please 
contact the Secretary’s office.       

BEST LASTING THING YOU CAN DO
More info on BLT at www.chea-elks.org

If you need help getting started or would like to 
learn more about BLT Legacy Giving, contact 
Lodge BLT Legacy Giving Chairperson Duane 
Sartori:  Duane@boslawfirm.org

Please consider making a lasting legacy gift to help the 
children in whatever manner works best for you. There 
are a number of different ways to provide for future 
generations of the children served by our CHEMPI 
Therapists and Vision Screeners. 
Even a modest gift can have a tremendous impact in 
terms of future benefit. 

  

:w    

Lodge 901 Officers: 2025-2026

Exalted Ruler*:
Est. Leading Knight*:
Est. Loyal Knight*:
Est. Lecturing Knight*:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Esquire:
Chaplain: 
Inner Guard:
Tiler:
1 Year Trustee*:
2 Year Trustee*:
3 Year Trustee*:
4 Year Trustee*:
5 Year Trustee*:
House Committee:

Priscilla Burgi
Tammy Atwood
Ron Green
Jeff Poteet, PER
Larry Sartori, PER
Gary Lassen
TBD 
Tim Sheehan 
Ken Conley
TBD
Dave Baggenstos 
Laurie Banks, PER
Joe Perry
Mike Repp 
Mary McSweeny 
Officers with *

The Whisperings Staff

Editor in Chief: 
Printer:
Contributing Writers:

Bobbi Galbraith, PER 
QPS/David Adams
Priscilla Burgi-ER, 

Lodge Information:
Call (707) 763-0901
Office Hours:
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.

Meeting Nights:
2nd & 4th Thurs.7:00 p.m. 

George Matt,  Larry Sartori-Sec, Gordon Cox,  
Tammy Atwood-Ldg Knt,  Mary McSweeny-Trustee,
Wayne Wilson-PER
Photos/Flyers: Mary McSweeny, Fred Bartow,  others

All lodge notifications in this publication consti-
tute an Official notification, and no other need be 
given. Committe Chairpersons should submit their 
new items in writing to the Editor no later than 
the 15th of each month for the upcoming month.

Lodge’s Website:
www.elks901.org
Lodge Email:
info@elks901.org
Lodge Exalted Ruler:
er@elks901.org
Lodge Editor:
editor@elks901.org
Lodge Webmaster:
webmaster@elks901.org.
Lodge Secretary:
secretary@elks901.org
National Elks’ Website:
www.elks.org
State/CHEA Elks’ Website:
www.chea-elks.org
Lodge Number:
(707) 763-0901
RV Reservations:
www.elks901.org

Lounge Hours*:  Our ability to open the bar 
is dependant upon available volunteer staffing.  
Check calendar, verify with lodge.

Lounge Hours:
*See calendar.
Note: meeting nites-  bar 
closes at 6:30p.m. 

Enjoy warm summer days &
Feed the Purple Pigs
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1	 Sue Curtis
3	 John Hutchinson
	 Michael Stafford
4	 Gregory Geide
	 Richard Inman
	 Jim Langford
	 Bill Mickelson
	 Tina Powell
5	 Brian Baudoin
	 Terry McClarnon
	 Evi Smith
6	 Albert Breeden
	 Roger Damron
	 Lucile Michel
	 Everett Swesey
7	 Albert Curutchet
8	 Duncan Holt
	 Annette Marks
	 Scott Slonoff
9	 Pamela Abbott-Enz
	 Glenn Kabanuck
	 Casimir Klimowski
10	 Karl Bastian
	 Robert Crosat
	 Robert Ferrando
	 Robert Gambonini
	 John Glover
11	 Tom Corda
	 Gregory Drew
	 Douglas Frampton
	 Wayne Stefenoni
12	 Gloria Del Santo
13	 James Crichton
	 Robin Davis
	 Kimball Hall
	 Myron Witt
14	 Rick Ashby
	 Dorothy Cosmi
	 Bonnie Koagedal
15	 John Bruce
	 Michael Nevin
16	 Leroy Cabral

	 Mark Todd
17	 Eric Graul
	 Heidi Johnson
	 Carlos Soto
18	 Bryan Giroux
	 Gary Ham
	 James Hopkins
	 Wayne Ritz
19	 Alexander Banayat
	 Kate Carpenter
	 Nicholas Gunder
20	 Charlene Gannon
	 Donald Johnson
21	 Steve Gosselin
	 Alicia Rones
22	 Cheryl Chase
	 John Conway
	 Ronald Emanuel Jr
	 Frank Gambonini
23	 Joaquin Balistreri
	 Dave Ginilo
	 Jeff Harris
	 Dustin Johnson
	 Mike Tomasek
24	 Albert Petrides
26	 Sandra Gibson
	 Michael P Kerrigan
	 Roman Latanyszyn
	 Jeff Lucchesi
	 Jim Sebastiani
27	 Robert Hofer
28	 Sandra Stone
29	 Thomas Higbee
	 Scott Hudnall
	 Gayle Ramos
	 Andrew Sorokowski
30	 Jim Andrews
	 Michael Cook
	 Douglas Fletcher
                w

August Birthdays - By  Mary McSweeney  

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ALL!!!

      Please pick up your Birthday Drink Tickets at the Bar.
You receive 2 drinks on the Lodge to celebrate your
birthday. Let the Bartender know, and they will check
your name off their list. Must show your member card.
Valid birthday month only. (No Top Shelf ). 

 CHEERS!!!

                Birthday cake continues. Come down to the Lodge on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month and celebrate your birthday 
with birthday cake!!  We'll share a cake on Burger Night to 
celebrate all our fellow Elks' birthdays.  
Come Celebrate on Aug. 13th and Sept. 10th.

It’s Your Birthday…  
We Have Cake!

June birthdays, celebrated at cake night, 
with good wishes, good times, laughter and 
cake!. 
What a sweet addition to Burger Night!

Leading Knights Corner 
It’s About 

Americanism & Charity!

-By Tammy Atwood, Leading Knight & Activities Chair, & 
Priscilla Burgi, ER

The Heart of Our Lodge – Volunteerism
This month, I’d like to talk with you about something truly vital to the 
success of our Lodge: volunteerism. Our Lodge runs entirely on the time 
and energy generously donated by volunteers. It's thanks to you, our 
dedicated members, that we are able to host amazing events like Western 
Night, which was a fantastic success! To keep these events going—
whether it’s a dinner, bartending shift, or an organized activity outside 
the Lodge—we need your help. Right now, we’re preparing to launch 
Taco Tuesday, and we still need a few more volunteers to make it happen. 
There are so many ways to lend a hand: Chair an event, help with set-up 
or clean-up, cook or serve, work the check-in table, or simply pitch in 
wherever help is needed.

We’re also gearing up for our Fall Pool League and Fall Cribbage 
League, both starting in September. Keep an eye on the weekly 
eBlast and the Lodge bulletin board for more details. If either
 league interests you, or if you’d like to volunteer in any 
capacity—please reach out!

Contact: Priscilla Burgi at burgi57chevy@gmail.com
Thank you for being the heart of what we do. Together, we make this 
Lodge a great place for all.

Back-to-School Supply Drive for Mentor Me! 
The Petaluma Elks are proud to support the Mentor Me Program by 
collecting school supplies for local students! Mentor Me maintains a 
special "Store" where school-aged kids can pick out the supplies they 
need to start the school year off strong.
How You Can Help:
Bring your donations of new school supplies to the Lodge Game Room.
Together, we can help ensure every child has the tools they need to 
succeed!

Volunteer Bartender Training
Interested in becoming a volunteer bartender at the lodge?
We will be conducting bartender training on the FIRST Tuesday 
of each month. 
Please contact Esteemed Leading Knight Tammy Atwood:  
tlatwood70@gmail.com
NOTE: Must be RBS certified. Certification here:  
https://abcbiz.abc.ca.gov/

www.example.com

2105 South McDowell Boulevard | Petaluma | CA 94954

Bring Donations to the Lodge

Items Needed:

Back to School

SCHOOL
 Supply Drive 

P e t a l u m a  E l k s  # 9 0 1

• #2 pencils
• Colored pencils (sets of 

12)
• Ballpoint pens
• Crayons (box of 24)
• Markers (sets of 12)
• Pencil cases/pouches
• Pencil sharpeners
• College ruled lined 

paper
• College ruled note-

books
• College ruled 3 subject 

notebooks

• Calculators (basic, scientific, graphing)-
Big erasers

• Glue sticks
• Highlighter set of 5
• 3x5 index cards
• 2’ binders
• 1’ binders
• Binder dividers
• Pocket folders
• Reusable water bottles
• BackpacksRulers,  
• Scissors
• Composition notebooks

It’s Time to   
Get   

 Involved!
Find your place in the lodge, give some of 
your �me, and ma�e friends� Contact our 
Volunteer Coordinator Bonnie Koagedal at 
�onnie��oagedalproper�es�com or 
707-480-6224 and let her help you find the 
right spot for you to �e a part of the ac�on� 

EL
K

S 
CARE  ELKS SHARE

PETALUMA ELKS LODGE #901

June Birthdays… 
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More Aug.  events on page 3, 5, 10 &12 
Some dinners are very popular. Ensure the meal you came for is 
waiting for you. Make your reservations online or call the office.

...ALERT...

Join local artist Lisa Pedrani for a fun evening of 
creativity. All skill levels welcome. Lisa will guide 
you step-by-step for a fun, relaxing time.  All 
supplies provided.

Pre-register 5 days ahead for 
guaranteed space. Limited walk-ins 
accepted.

Tue. Aug 12th

6PM - 8PM

$30

Register online www.elks901.org/store

Come for Pasta, stay for Paint!

BUNCO NIGHT

Activities begin 6PM
(Bar hours 3pm - 7pm or later)

Payouts: Most Buncos, Most 
Wins/Losses, Baby Bunco

 Buy in $10

Friday: 
 Aug 15th

Hosted by Julie Ferrari, heyjewelie@gmail.com

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY
online at www.elks901.org/store

(limited at door)

3rd

Get tickets online
www.elks901.org/store

DRIVE THRU

FUNDRAISERS
Hosted by your Past Exalted Rulers

SUN AUG 10

We are cooking whole Tri-Tips 
for a delicious take out dinner. 

Proceeds to benefit Lodge Charity Fund. 

Whole BBQ / Smoked Tri-Tip
Pedroni’s Potato Salad and Hawaiian Rolls. 

$65 serves 4-6
Pick-up, Reserved Only, 3pm-5pm

PETALUMA ELKS #901 • 2105 SOUTH MCDOWELL BLVD

Pedro Players!
Come Join the Game!

Games start at 10:30AM 

$25.00 buy in 

We will have 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes

 
Must call 707-591-6800 to sign up to play. 

AUG 21st
This is the WOMEN’S Game
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Corner
Secretary’s

-By Larry Sartori

       

Lodge Meetings
Summer Schedule

For the months of July and August there is only the 
2nd meeting, held on the 4th Thursday of the month.

You can still win.  Turn in your ticket stubs (& money) by the Au-
gust 5th deadline and you are eligible for some great prizes and you will 
be supporting worthwhile projects.  The drawing will take place Saturday 
August 16th at the Vacaville Lodge. You do not have to be present to win 
at that evening’s dinner and fun event. 

Please return the filled out ticket stubs with a $20 check payable to 
Petaluma Elks Lodge. If you cannot use the tickets please return 
them so others may.  If you need more tickets, contact the office.  
Good luck and thank you.  

The Early Bird Has Flown, 
But There Are Still 

Good Prizes In The Nest...

JAMBOREE 2025
Tickets  Due

DD CLINIC
Vacaville Lodge

Sun., August 17th, 2025
Officers and Members of Elks Lodges throughout our 
Great Northwest District attend this clinic to discuss 

business matters and activities.

Fri 
Aug 15 
12:30 

Cat the Lodge) 

MENU: 
Hawaiian Pork 

& Chicken 
$15 

Please RSVP & mail by Aug 8 
Make check payable to & mail to: 
Norine (Bobby) Gervasi 
1074 Santa Clara Lane 
Petaluma, CA 94954 

Questions? 
Contact Bobby Gervasi (707)762-0724 

Vacaville Lodge #2638
Hosts the 

GNWD JAMBOREE 2025
August 15th - 16th

at the Vacaville Lodge
Good Fun, Fellowship, Food
Mark your calendar, Join Us!

Support Your Lodge & Community...
Participate!
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Bryan Robert Klatt was born in DeKalb, Illinois
on December 5 to Robert A. Klatt and Donnalee
(Bettner) Klatt. He is the oldest of two children,
with a younger brother, Mark A. Klatt (Layne).
Bryan was raised in DeKalb and graduated from
DeKalb High School in 1977.
Bryan graduated from Northern Illinois
University in 1982 with a bachelor’s degree in
industrial arts. During his time in college, he
was a five-year student equipment manager for
the football team, which earned him a half-ride
scholarship for all five years.
After college, Bryan worked with his father
and brother at the former Kallal’s Sheet Metal
Inc. in his hometown. He was with the company
for more than 25 years, first as an employee,
then as a co-owner with his brother. Bryan is
a past chairman of the City of DeKalb HVAC
Mechanical board and a former member of the
DeKalb Public Library board. He is a member
of St. Mary Catholic Church in DeKalb and a
Third Degree Knight of the Knights of Columbus
Council No. 717, as well as a member of the
Loyal Order of Moose Lodge No. 586.
During Bryan’s senior year of high school,
he was introduced to the former Susan Louise
Ekstrom, to whom he has been married since
October 1983. They have three children: Gregory
Robert, Andrew Jordan, and Lucas Richard
(BreeAnne).
When his boys attended and played sports
at DeKalb High School, Bryan found a way to
watch the action and save the school a little
money. He volunteered to be the public address
announcer, and stayed in the role for more than
a quarter century. Bryan’s voice could be heard
at the school’s football games, boys’ and girls’
basketball games, wrestling meets, baseball
and softball games, and other events. He has
also assisted Northern Illinois by announcing
baseball, softball, gymnastics, football, and

women’s basketball. Bryan is a regular volunteer
in his community in various school, civic, and
athletic activities.
Bryan was initiated into DeKalb, Illinois Lodge
No. 765 on November 12, 1985. He served on
numerous committees before becoming Exalted
Ruler in 1989-1990 and Lodge Secretary from
1998 to 2009. He is an Honorary Life Member
and continues to serve the Lodge when needed
to fulfill unexpired Officer terms or committees.
For the Illinois Elks Association, Bryan served
as North Central District Vice President (1992-
1993); State Chaplain (1993-1994); State
Americanism Committee Chairman (1993-
1994); Third (1994-1995), Second (1995-1996),
and First (1996-1997) State Vice President;
State President (1997-1998); Chairman of
Advisory Committee (2000-2001); Chairman of
Convention Committee (2002-2004); Co-Chair
of Leading Knight/Officer Training Seminars
(1998-2008); Co-Chair of the LouGER Committee
for then Endorsed Candidate for Grand Exalted
Ruler F. Louis Sulsberger (2006-2008); and
District Leader/Sponsor for the Northwest
District No. 2680 since 1999.
Bryan has served the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks of the United States of America
as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler (1994-
1995); as a member (2001-2008) and the
Chairman (2005-2007) of the Grand Lodge
Membership Committee; and as the Grand
Secretary from July 2008 through July 2025.
Bryan and Susan are humbled, thankful, and
honored to be chosen as the ambassadors to
represent our great Order as the Grand Exalted
Ruler and First Lady of Elkdom. They are
excited to travel to and visit Elks communities
throughout America promoting their theme:

Biography of 

Bryan R. Klatt
GRAND EXALTED RULER
Fraternal Year 2025-2026

Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks of the U.S.A.
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TIME TIME  

We continue to collect flags that have served their life and are 
ready for an honorable retirement. Drop off your flag at the 
lodge at your convenience. Watch for Retirement Ceremony 
details.

Flag Retirement
at the Lodge

Wear a Red Shirt to the lodge or around the Community 
to bring awareness.

 Support our Troops - Wear Red on Fridays! 

Grand Lodge Resolutions Balloting Results:
2025-01—To make participation in the physical loss and crime 
coverage policy procured by Grand Lodge optional for Local 
Lodges and to require proof of alternative insurance coverage. 830 
YES, 2,122 NO. FAILED. 
2025-02—To allow a Lodge to satisfy the bond requirement for 
the Lodge Secretary through an outside insurance company. 845 
YES, 2,120 NO. FAILED. 
2025-03—To allow a Lodge to satisfy the bond requirement for 
the Lodge Treasurer through an outside insurance company. 872 
YES, 2,093 NO. FAILED.
 2025-04—To authorize the issuance of electronic membership 
cards, allow the Office of the Grand Secretary to determine re-
quirements, and require Local Lodges to recognize an electronic 
membership card in the same manner as paper cards. 2,502 YES, 
456 NO. PASSED. 
2025-05—To define what constitutes a Lodge Affiliate. 2,778 
YES, 190 NO. PASSED. 
2025-06—To clarify the suspension of the social privileges of a 
member applies to all social functions and social activities of the 
Order. 2,836 YES, 134 NO. PASSED. 
2025-07—To clarify, if a Local Lodge adds the Secretary and 
Treasurer to the Board of Directors, the Lodge must ensure such 
action is consistent with its corporate documents. 2,779 YES, 164 
NO. PASSED.

Grand Lodge
Votes

-By Priscilla Burgi, ER

       Contact Information:
      Residence - 2511 Hummel Lan
                 Kelseyville, CA 95451
(707) 671-5773     ppowellbpoe@gmail.com
Home Lodge - Lakeport No. 2704
3775 Lakeshore Blvd. / P.O. Box 242 
Lakeport, CA 95453
Personal History: 
Native Californian / 35-year domestic partnership with Candy 
Anderson, PER  
Education
Tustin High School - 1972 / Saddleback Jr. College – AA Fine 
Arts,1974 / CSU Fullerton - B.A. Liberal Arts 1988 / CSU 
Sacramento - M.S.W., 2000 
Professional
KFC, S.F. Bicycle Messenger, Super Shuttle, Fine Art Sales, 
Nordhammer Sculpture Foundry, Big Brothers / Big Sisters, 
California State Adoptions, Lake County Social Services - Child 
Welfare & Adult Services, 23 yr. / Retired 2018
Lakeport Elks Lodge No. 2704: 
Initiated 2/28/2000 / multiple committees / Lodge Inner Guard, 
Lodge Chaplain, Lodge Esquire, Leading Knight, Exalted Ruler 
& Officer of the Year 2007-2008, Trustee 2008-2012, Exalted 
Ruler 2019-2020
“Great” Northwest District No. 920:
Chair: Elks Training, Scholarship, ENF Fundraising, Ritual Word 
& Floor Judge 
California – Hawaii State Association:
Association Vice President 2022 – 2023, Ritual Floor & Word 
Judge
Grand Lodge
Auditor to the DDGER 2020-2021 & 2021-2022
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for GER Douglas Schiefer
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for GER Bryan Klatt
Interests
Travel, Sports – S.F. Giants & 49ers, G.S. Warriors, Camping, 
Hiking, Reading, Museums 

Patricia “Patti” Powell
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler

“Great” Northwest District # 0920
Fraternal Year  2025 – 2026

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of the U.S.A.

The Veterans Wish List
Going shopping? Please remember 
the Yountville Veterans. Find a copy 
of the VETERANS’ WISH LIST on our
 Lodge’s website or at the Lodge office. 

Thanks to all of you who have dropped off items at the
 lodge. Every item helps and is appreciated by all!

Get Involved Today To Ensure The Legacy Will Carry On Tomorrow
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Look What’s Coming...

Kansas City, Missouri - 160th Grand Lodge Convention
Total Attendance: 6,362 Elks

The 2025–26 Grand Lodge Convention in Kansas City was 
nothing short of inspiring! Over four packed days, we experi-
enced the true spirit and energy of Elkdom—and left with our 
hearts full and our minds buzzing with new ideas. We kicked 
things off with the Opening Ceremony, where the energy in the 
room was absolutely electric. That evening set the tone for what 
would become a truly memorable convention.
One of the most moving moments was hearing the National 
Americanism Essay Contest winners, representing each age 
group. Their words were powerful, heartfelt, and a clear reminder 
of why our programs matter. There wasn’t a dry eye in the room!
We also:
•  Reviewed and voted on important Resolutions after thought
    ful motions, seconds, and open discussions (see the Resolu
    tions Results article for full details).
•  Attended informative seminars on Activities, Drug Aware
     ness, and more—gathering fresh insights to bring back to our 
    lodge.
•  Watched the Ohio State Ritual Team compete. Their preci
    sion and pride were truly something to behold!

 California-Hawaii shined brightly at the convention:
•  We placed 7th in the nation for Top Percentage Gain in
    Membership.
•  And even more impressively, California-Hawaii ranked #1 in
    Top Gross Membership Gains with an incredible +2,140 new
    members!
   It was a loud and proud moment for our district!

Some powerful numbers were shared during the sessions:
•  In 2024–25, the Elks provided $505 million in charitable sup
   port.
•  Awarded $12 million in scholarships.
•  Contributed $27 million to community programs.
•  And gave $40 million to support our Veterans.

In the words of Patrick Akes, “IT’S GREAT TO BE AN ELK!”
Another proud moment was witnessing our own Patricia Powell 
being installed as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler. Con-
gratulations, Patricia!
This entire experience has reignited our flame for Elkdom. We’ve 
returned home energized and full of fresh ideas—and we can’t 
wait to put them into action at our lodge.

Grand Lodge Convention
Inspiring!

-By Priscilla Burgi, ER

T O U R N A M E N T  P R I Z E S

S T A Y  T U N E D  F O R  M O R E  I N F O

BILLIARDBILLIARDTournament

WEEKLY

P E T A L U M A  E L K S  # 9 0 1

$10
E N T R YTBD

D AT E

P e t a l u m a  E L k s  # 9 0 1
2 1 0 5  S O U T H  M C D O W E L L  B O U L E V A R D  P E T A L U M A ,  C A  9 4 9 5 4

w w w . e l k s 9 0 1 . o r g

“Sold On Elkdom”
                                   SP

ENF 
Elks national foundation 

Supports Veterans, Comunities & Children.  
Please support ENF
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                         JOIN THE ELKS WALKING GROUP!                           
 

Ready to enjoy the outdoors? 
Need to stretch your legs and get some fresh air? 
We hear you — we do too! 

Elks Walking Group on Mondays and Wednesdays at 4:00 pm- 

a fun and easy way to stay active, socialize, and  
explore the great outdoors together. 

Interested?  
        Email Priscilla Burgi at: burgi57chevy@gmail.com 
or 
          Sign up at the Lodge! 

Let’s walk, talk, and enjoy the journey —  
one step at a time! 
 

We have several exciting events in the works, and we’re looking 
for enthusiastic chair-people to help bring them to life! If you’re 
interested in leading one of these events, please reach out to 
Tammy Atwood at 707-364-7093 or tlatwood70@gmail.com.
Upcoming events include:

•	 Truckers Ball
•	 High School Reunion
•	 Elks Vets Dinner
•	 Yountville Vets Dinner
•	 …and more to come!

Your support makes all the difference – let’s 
make these events unforgettable!

Exciting Events Ahead –  
We Still Need Your Help!

Open Positions (So many ways to participate):
We are looking for people that would like to become active
in officer and committee chair positions. If you are interested
in hearing what is available, or you are ready to jump in,
please reach out to ER Priscilla via email:
burgi57chevy@gmail.

Are you growing vegetables in your home  
garden?  Do you have excess that you’d like to share?
Bring it to the Lodge!
- Salad veggies for Burger Night or other meals. 
- Fruit for Sunday Breakfast or desserts. 
- Other veggies for soup or meal sides
- Anything you’d like to share with members to take home.  
Share the wealth and don’t let it go to waste.  

Produce Welcomed
-By Wayne Wilson, PER

What an enjoyable evening of creative fun… socializing, painting, 
expressing our creativity. Come, join us in August, bring your 
friends, see what it’s all about. Find and express your creativity 
and take home a piece of art!

June Paint Night - 
Creative Fun!

-By Tammy Atwood, Leading Knight &  
Activities Chair 

Summer’s Here – 
(Also Family & Friends)

901’s RV Park is for 
Elks Members (in good 

standing) and their guests.
18 full hook ups and a dry 

camping area.
Check it out on our website:  

elks901.org
Reservations encouraged.

Volunteering 
Builds a Better 

Lodge & Community

Summer’s Here!!! 
So is the Patio BBQ!

Get Your  
Grill On!

It’s time to get outside and 
enjoy the great outdoors, 
camping, fishing, walks, and of 
course, BBQs with family and 
friends!
Speaking of BBQs... did you 
know the patio BBQ area is 
available for use? 
It’s the perfect spot to fire up 
the grill, relax, and make some 
great memories with your 
crew. Come out and enjoy it!

 KUDOS, Applause &
 Thanks To…

Our dining members- for supporting our cooking crews & your 
lodge.

Have Some Fun,  
Do Some Good...Get Involved!

So Many Ways To Help!
Find Your Fit.
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All members are welcome to 
the T/HC meetings. But to be 
placed on the agenda of a  
T/HC meeting please send 
your request into the lodge 
office no later than the 
Wednesday before the meeting. 
Members wishing to speak at 
these meetings, but not on the 
agenda will be heard on a time 
available basis. Remember all 
members are invited to the  
T/HC meetings & we need to 
hear from all of our brothers & 
sisters.

Meetings are held on the 
Monday prior to the Lodge 
Meeting.

•	 House Committee 
6:00pm – 6:45pm

•	 Trustee Meeting:  
immediately follows H.C.

T/HC Meetings’ Times

August events you may not be 
aware of:
August 1: National Golf Month, 
National Picnic Month, National 
Immunization Awareness Month, 
International Clown Week, World 
Breastfeeding Week, World Lung 
Cancer Day
August 3: National Watermelon Day, 
Sisters’ Day, National Friendship Day, 
National Resurrect Romance Week, 
National Farmers Market Week 
August 4: National Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Day 
August 8: International Cat Day 
August 9: Book Lovers Day 
August 12: International Youth Day, 
World Elephant Day 
August 13: National Filet Mignon 
Day, International Lefthanders Day 
August 15: Relaxation Day 
August 16: Tell a Joke Day, National 
Rum Day, National Bratwurst Day 
August 19: National Aviation Day, 
World Humanitarian Day, World 
Photography Day 
August 21: Senior Citizens Day, 
National Spumoni Day 
August 26: Women’s Equality Day, 
National Dog Day 
Lots of reasons to come spend 
some quality time with our 
RV group!

Outings & Hosts

Petaluma Elks 901 Food Drive

Bring your donations to the 

Together We Can Make A Difference!
- By Gordon Cox, PR Officer 

Check the website for 
the most current info 
www.elks901.org.  
Are you getting our 
weekly events by 
email? Do you want to 
change how you receive 
this Whisperings (by 
mail or email)?  email 
webmaster@elks901.org

Get The 
Latest Updates…

Hungry? We’ve got you covered! Yum...
Check the calendar for “food nights”.

Support our weekly meals &  
volunteer cooks, 

they are cooking for you!
Bring family and friends for a  

relaxed evening and enjoyable meal. 
  When you enjoy a weekly meal please help 

clear your tables for the working volunteers!

$13
5 - 7 PM

WEDNESDAY
BURGER NIGHT

Hamburger, Cheeseburger, Veggie 
Burgers, or the BIG 901 Hot Dogs. 
Choice of fries or macaroni salad. 

WEEKLY SPECIAL FOR AUG - $15
• Aug 6: Onion Mushroom Burger
• Aug 13: Gary’s Famous Big 901 Beanless

Chili Dog
• Aug 20: Western Bacon Cheeseburger
• Aug 27: Patty Melt

Members & Guests Welcome • No Reservations

PETALUMA ELKS LODGE #901 • 2105 S McDowell Blvd

Our Elks 901 RV Club has 
monthly outings which include 
group dinners (both pot luck and 
at nearby eateries), happy hours, 
games (corn hole, spinners, etc.) 
campfire yarns, and visits to local 
attractions (wineries, river boat 
excursions, golf, etc.).
 If you are a member or associate 
member of the BPOE 901 and 
would like to take your RV on one 
of our outings, please contact the 
host of the outings shown in the 
schedule below.  Please call early 
as most RV parks require a list of 
attendees at least two weeks in 
advance of outing.

RV 2025 Outing Schedule 
(partial): 

August 11-15 (Mon-Fri) 
Olema Campground in Olema, CA.  
Wagonmaster Denise Calvert 
707-799-6567.
September 17-21 (Wed-Sun) 
Flag City RV Resort, Lodi, CA.   
Wagonmaster Denise Calvert 
707-799-6567.
October 11-15 (Sat-Wed)
Feather Falls Casino KOA Journey- 
Oroville, CA.  
Jim Ruddell 707-326-1029, Linda 
Frost, & Glenn & Marsha Andrade.



BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

Breakfast
9am-11:00am

 Meeting 
Night  7pm

Trustee/House 
Committee

6:00pm

NO Meeting 
Summer 

Schedule

Trustee/House 
Committee

6:00pm

Breakfast
9am-11:00am

Breakfast
9am-11:00am

Breakfast
9am-11:00am

Breakfast
9am-11:00am

3-5pm

RSVP 
PickUps

Volunteer 
Bartender 
Training

Steak & 
Whiskey

> NY Steak Dinner 
$35 

>Whiskey Tasting 
$10
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Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-6:30pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-6:30pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

Bar 3-7pm

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sep 1:   Scholarships- 
                Legacy opens
Sep 14:   BBQ - Drive Thru
Sep 21:  Pedro- Women’s Game
Sep 12:  Paint Night
Sep 19:   Bunco Night
Sep 25:  DD Visitation
Sep 27:  Car Show

GET TICKETS ONLINE 
www.elks901.org/store

EVENTS THIS MONTH 
Sunday: Breakfast 
Wednesday: Burgers 
1st Tuesday: Volunteer  
                      Bartender Training
2nd Wednesday: Birthday  
                                    Cake
2nd Sunday: Tri-Tip BBQ-
                           Drive-Thru
3rd Friday: Bunco  
Mon. & Fri. 4pm: Walking
                                       Group 

Aug 1:   Scholarships- 
                   MVS opens
Aug 8:    Steak & Whiskey
Aug 10:  BBQ - Drive Thru
Aug 12:  Paint Night
Aug 15:   Social Luncheon
Aug 15:   Bunco Night
Aug 15-16:  Jamboree- Vacaville
Aug 17: DD Clinic- Vacaville
Aug 21:  Pedro- Women’s Game

Bar 3-7pm

Scholarship- 
MVS
 opens

Scholarships- 
  Legacy
 opens

BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

      
901’s Social                
Luncheon-

Hawaiian Pork & 
Chicken

12:30pm  $15

Paint Nite

$30
6pm - 8pm
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BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

Bunco Nite 
  6pm   $10

BBQ 
Burgers
5pm-7pm

AUG

Pedro- 
Women’s Game

$25
10:30am

Jamboree 
Vacaville 
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Bring Donations to the Lodge

Items Needed:

Back to School

SCHOOL
 Supply Drive 

P e t a l u m a  E l k s  # 9 0 1

• #2 pencils
• Colored pencils (sets of 

12)
• Ballpoint pens
• Crayons (box of 24)
• Markers (sets of 12)
• Pencil cases/pouches
• Pencil sharpeners
• College ruled lined 

paper
• College ruled note-

books
• College ruled 3 subject 

notebooks

• Calculators (basic, scientific, graphing)-
Big erasers

• Glue sticks
• Highlighter set of 5
• 3x5 index cards
• 2’ binders
• 1’ binders
• Binder dividers
• Pocket folders
• Reusable water bottles
• BackpacksRulers,  
• Scissors
• Composition notebooks
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