
 

Bridgeport Elks Lodge #714  

494 Ford Street  

Bridgeport PA, 19405  

The Elks Pop Up Pantry day made possible by $2000.00 from the Gratitude grant . Additional Pantries 

helped throughout the community from the grant was the Patrician society and the Love works pantry 

each receiving a $1000.00 . Pictured is ER Dave DeStefano, Maureen DeStefano, Brenda Shepperd, Dan 

DeStefano, Troy Schantz, Jim Hunt. Also helping not in the picture photographer Bernadette Hand and 

Stephen Foraker. We are pleased to help our community.   
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2024- 2025 Lodge officers  

Exalted Ruler            S. David DeStefano (PSP) 

Esteemed Leading Knight          Troy Schantz  

Esteemed Loyal Knight           Dan Simons 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight          Andrew Conners 

Esquire             Harry Dean (PER) 

Chaplain             Vacant 

Inner Guard                    Charles Kinsky 

Tiler              Michele Conners 

Secretary                                       Maureen DeStefano 

(DSVP) 

Treasurer                                        Teia Horney (PER)  

   1yr-Brenda Shepperd (PER)  2yr-Patrice DeStefano (PDDGER)  

    3yr-Sean McMenamin (PER) 4yr-James Hunt (PER) 5yr- Herman Bud Kelly (PER) 

Reminder 

House Committee  
Chairperson:  Dan DeStefano, James Hunt (PER),  
Tom Cannon, Greg Sacks ,Maureen DeStefano (DSVP) 

 

PER’s  
S. David DeStefano (PSP), James DeStefano (PDDGER),  
Harry J. Dean, Patrice DeStefano (PDDGER)  
Stephen Teague (PDDGER), Earl Harrison, 
Thomas Novitski, Sean McMenamin, Brenda Shepperd,  
Brian DeStefano, Teia Horney, Steve West,  
Christine West, Jeff Wright,  
Maureen DeStefano (DSVP), Sara Clemente,  
Herman (Bud) Kelly , Cathleen Hunt, James Hunt  

2024-2025 Lodge Committees 
Accident & Prevention-Sean McMenamin( PER)   
Americanism– Dan Simons 
Army of Hope– Brenda Shepperd (PER)     
Auditing– Harry Dean (PER) 
CP Legacy Trust– Sarah  Stemple 
Community Activities– Troy Schantz 
Drug Awareness-  Troy Schantz                                                      
Flag Day- Jeff Mann  
Government Relations– James Hunt                  
Hoop Shoot– Michele Michaels       
Investigation– Sean McMenamin 
Lapsation– Maureen DeStefano DSVP       
Lodge Activities– Andrew Conners  
Major Projects-  Cathy Hunt  (PER)   
Membership– Maureen DeStefano DSVP 
Memorial Service– Sean McMenamin (PER)      
Natl. Foundation– John DeStefano  
Newsletter– Maureen  DeStefano DSVP  
          Dan DeStefano  
Orientation- James Hunt (PER)  
Public Relations– Pete Hand  
     Maureen DeStefano DSVP    
Scholarship– Cathy Hunt (PER)  Mary Tlluczek ,                    
Mary Morrison 
Soccer Shoot– James Hunt (PER)      
State Association-Stephen Teague (PDDGER)  
Veterans Service-  Brenda Shepperd (PER)  
Visitation- Carol Couch     
Website– Teia Horney  (PER)       
Youth Activity–  Charles Kinsky 

If anyone is interested in assisting on any of the  

Committees listed . 

Please email the ER or the committee person at  

bridgeport.elks.714@gmail.com 

  

We are down to 22 members that 

have not paid dues yet for this year. 

Either: stop in the lodge,  mail a 

check or go to Elks.org.  
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Links to Elkdom 

HTTPS://WWW.ELKS.ORG/GRANDLODGE/FILES/20245-01PDF 
ELKS MAGAZINE ONLINE:  HTTPS://WWW.ELKS.ORG/ELKSMAG/ONLINE 

PENNSYLVANIA ELKS WEBSITE: HTTP: WWW.PAELKS.COM 

BRIDGEPORT LODGE WEBSITE: HTTP://LODGE714.COM 

SUBMIT NEWSLETTER ARTICLES TO   BRIDGEPORT.ELKS.714@GMAIL.COM 

Address: 494 Ford Street Bridgeport PA 19405 

 

On the spring of 2024 Elks Scholar Service Trip to Philadelphia, my fellow scholars and I went to Lodge No. 714 
to help with a pop-up food pantry on the sidewalks of Bridgeport, PA. We helped members set up the food  
pantry by constructing tents, forming aisles of tables underneath the shelter, and unloading and stocking food 
into the space. Working with members of the Bridgeport Lodge did not disappoint. The Elks members were in 
high spirits and knew the routine of the pantry event as it was one of their most common programs. Pure joy 
came from this service project seeing how the members have been dedicated to serving their community for 
most of their lives. 
 
The Sunday morning hours were slow, no thanks to the cold conditions, but it did not matter how many people  
visited our food pantry, it mattered that those experiencing food shortages had their needs met. Young adults,  
elderly individuals, families of all sizes, new community members, and Bridgeport natives all visited our food 
pantry. Only a handful of people came, but a diverse group exemplified how food insecurity affects all types of  
people.  
 
We handed out many non-perishable food items as families stocked up on cereal, microwave meals, and juices,  
and individuals were drawn to Hamburger Helper, pasta, mashed potatoes, and rice that would make them  
multiple servings. The children who came through the food pantry lit up when they saw snack crackers, juice, 
fruit snacks, and peanut butter. Seeing such joyous faces shopping around the pantry made the words  
"only three boxes, please" or "come back during our final hour" impossible to say. Portioning a necessity such 
as food is extremely hard when you eat comfortably. With the cold weather, we had plenty of food available 
for anyone in need. 
 
After a few hours of serving at the pop-up pantry, the Elks scholars and members met inside for a home-cooked 
lunch together. Elks Lodge No. 714 was so welcoming, having plenty for us to do during the set-up, letting us  
socialize with and help our shoppers, cooking us lunch, and embodying what the Elks are all about- service and  
fellowship. 
 
What did serving with the Elks mean to you: 
Coming from a family of Elks members and my involvement in the Elks' youth programs, it was heart-warming 
to see a lodge so active in their community. The lodge's members spoke about their food distribution events, 
hoop shoots, soccer shoots, and other recreational events they host for the community to enjoy. Their commit-
ment to  
enhancing and providing for their community was overly conveyed in their passionate words about their mis-
sion. 
 
Motivation struck my heart while working and socializing with the Elks members. The lodge's event 
highlighted that food insecurity impacts more people than those visibly struggling. The food distribution event 
prompted me to consider food insecurity in my small college town of Wayne, Nebraska where it is practically 
invisible. I was energized to hold a food drive this holiday season for the community of Wayne, Nebraska, and 
to bring awareness to small-town food insecurity. 
 
Serving with the Elks was truly eye-opening, light-hearted, comfortable, and impactful to a small community  
similar to mine. I will forever be grateful to be a part of the Elks family, and this service project encouraged me 
to stay involved with this big-hearted organization. 

We are proud to have received this letter from last years scholar Cameryn D Goochey  



 

Apply For Your ELKS Plate   

Please contact:  Teresa Black at our State 

Office paelksqb@gmail.com 

  

Page 4 Lodge # 714 News Vol 30 Issue #10 

Are you  ready for some Football   

Come join us for the Eagles Games 

Sunday December 22nd, 1:00 Eagles VS Commanders 

Sunday December 29th, 4:25 Eagles VS Cowboys 

Sunday January 5th, 1:00 Eagles VS Giants 

Welcome to our New Members 

Anthony Foraker 

Frank Lynch 

Michael Murphy 

Tim Murphy 

Paula Seaner 

Christopher Sgro 

Michelle Sgro 

Daniel Visintin 

 



 

NEWSLETTER  BUSINESS BOOSTERS 
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 Register for our email group!! 

Get your Newsletter faster, save paper and stay up to date 

 with relevant information about our Lodge! 

Do so by simply emailing  

bridgeport.elks.714@gmail.com 

With “Online Newsletter” in the subject line. 

Due to the kindness of our lodge members this 

year that participated in our bar bash and 

wrapped gift purchases along with  those  

making monitory contributions that were unable 

to attend  these events.   

Our community chairperson Troy Schantz was 

able to purchase gifts for 3 families in the  

community.      Great job everyone!!!! 

 



 

 

     ELKS NATIONAL  

     FOUNDATION 

 
Our Mission 
The mission of the ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. We 
fulfill this pledge by investing in communities where Elks live and 
work. We help youth develop lifelong skills, send students to college, 
meet the needs of today's veterans, support the charitable work of the 
state Elks associations, and fund projects that improve the quality of 
life in local Elks communities. 
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Our Lodge had is local Shoot on December 7th. We 

would like to congratulate all our participants. Good 

Luck to our individuals moving onto the next round. 

Come out and support these individuals at the 

Elks district shoot which is the next level on  

Saturday  February 8th at the Upper Merion Middle 

School. 

 

Ryan Macomber 8-9 yr old boys division 

Juniper Ha 8-9 yr old girls division 

Thomas Harmon 10-11 yr old boys division 

Addison Schaefer 10-11 yr old girls division 

Murphy McCabe 12-13 yr old boys division 

 

 

Thank you everyone that shared gifts for the 

Toy Drive we sponsored  for the Love Works  

Resource Center  in King of Prussia.  

Pictured Jess Melniczak from Love Works  

Resource Center, Bridgeport Elks Lodge ER 

Dave DeStefano and Elks coordinator  Brenda 

Shepperd.  

https://www.elks.org/ENF/mission.cfm
https://www.bloomberg.com/profile/company/0201480D:US


 

3 BALL AT 3:00 

Come join us on Sunday’s! 

 for some pool action  

 First Friday  

         

Lodge 
Meeting 
7pm 

Officers 
Meeting 
7pm 

Bingo  
7pm 

3 Ball at 3 

January 3rd  7pm 

 

Bunco’s  
7pm 

Lodge 
Meeting 
7pm 

3 Ball at 3 

3 Ball at 3 

 

3 Ball at 3 

January 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10     
            Per   
       Meeting  
        7:30pm 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Save the Date 
February 8, 2025 

Benevolent and Protective  
Order of Elks   

Birthday Celebration  6pm  


