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Lodge Hours
8:30 a.m. - Closing

NEW
Office Hours

Monday - Friday 12:00 p.m. -  5:00 p.m.

Jolly Corks Hours
Monday & Friday 
4:00 p.m. - 8 ish

Tuesday & Thursday
11:00 p.m. - 8 ish

Wednesday 4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
8:30 pm - 9 ish

Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 8 ish

Menu & Specials
Monday - Saturday
4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  and 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Dinner Buffet
Every 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Fridays 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

COME ONE, COME ALL
ASHLAND ELKS BASEMENT

JULY 4 - 7:30 AM TO 9:30 AM
DONATION $10

VETERANS EAT FREE - SEE RHONDA
PANCAKES & SCRAMBLED EGGS

BISCUITS & GRAVY
BACON & SAUSAGE

FRUITS, JUICE & COFFEE

DELINQUENT MEMBERS

There are 74 delinquent members. 

 Your dues were due on April 1, 2025.

During the period of DELINQUENCY the Member is 
NOT entitled to the privileges of membership and 

that in the event of being dropped for non-payment 
of dues, the Member can only be reinstated in the 

manner provided by the Laws of the Order.

Please pay your dues.  If you have any questions call 
the office at 541-482-3911

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm

August 10th
Oak Knoll Golf Course

Golf, food, games and Music



The Ashland Elk
A monthly publication of Ashland Lodge No. 944 of the Benevolent  & 
Protective Order of Elks of the USA, published to keep Lodge members 
informed of Grand Lodge matters, Lodge functions and operations, 
and  Club activities.  All submissions subject to editing, but are wel-
come!   Email submissions to news@elks944.org. Otherwise, you 
may bring info to the Lodge office (typed, if possible).  Please verify the 
spelling of any proper names in submission. All potential editorials for 
the Lodge bulletin are to be submitted to the ER for approval prior to 
the 15th of the month, and be limited to 350 words or less. 
Diana Helphand, Bulletin Editor 541.841.1544

Lodge Officers

Exalted Ruler’s Message

Exalted Ruler------------------------- Kim Jensen, 818.317.7919
Leading Knight---------------------- Susan Dunn, 541.779.5426
Loyal Knight-------------------------- Deanna Ortuno, 510.541.5435
Lecturing Knight-------------------- Jason Schulman, 541.324.4424
Secretary------------------------------ Diana Helphand, 541.841.1544
Treasurer------------------------------ Lisa Smith, PER, 541.821.1224
Tiler------------------------------------- Douglass Shipley, 541.890.4971
Esquire--------------------------------- Stefan Windroth, 541.324.4085
Chaplain------------------------------- Tracie Sabol, 541.326.1519
Inner Guard--------------------------- Mia Driscoll, 541.690.9131
Organist------------------------------- Joey Ngan, PDDGER 541.944.9108
5 yr Trustee---------------------------John Fiore, 541.621.9128
4 yr Trustee --------------------------- Al Baca, 708.860.9258
3 yr Trustee --------------------------- Rosemary Savard, 541.954.6638
2 yr Trustee--------------------------- Fred Hatfield, PER, 541.601.5002
1 yr Trustee--------------------------- Scott Hutchins, PER 541.578.0160
Butler Memorial Fund
Trustee--------------------------------- Melinda March, 847.877.7355
Trustee--------------------------------- Larry Christensen, PER 541.482.3343
Trustee-------------------------------- David Hoxie, 541.772.0057
Alternate Trustee-------------------- Rhonda Brustol, 541.941.9052
Alternate Trustee--------------------Susan Dunn, 541.779.5462
Alternate Trustee--------------------Deanna Ortuno, 510.541.5435

Harrison Scholarship Fund------- Christina Dunlap, PER 541.324.3627                           
Roberts Trust for Hospitalized Veteran’s
Chair----------------------------------- Rhonda Brustol, 541.941.9052
Grand Lodge Alternate------------ Lisa Smith, PER, 541.821.1224
Grand Lodge Officers
Oregon Special Representative--Joey Ngan, PDDGER 541.944.9108
District Deputy---------------------- Terry Hanscam, PER 541.661.2215
OSEA Officers
OSEA President---------------------- Blake Whitson, 541.570.9262
South District Vice President----- Rob Marks, 541-941-6511
Sergeant at Arms-------------------- Mike Cronk, 503.804.6437
South Trustee------------------------Rocky King, 541.773.9467

State Committee Chair
Elks Nat’l Veteran’s SVC------------ Rhonda Brustol, 541.941.9052
Deputy Elks Nat’l Veteran’s SVC- Linda Bolinger, 325.642.1942
Visual-----------------------------------Rocky King, 541.773.9467
Lodge Committee Chair
Auditing & Accounting------------James Hoban, 925.899.6648
Activities Committee-------------- Sharon James, 541.601.8827
Drug Awareness---------------------Joey Ngan, PDDGER 541.944.9108
Events----------------------------------Kristin Schuh, 541.838.1579
Public Relations----------------------Rhonda Haney, 541.261.2066
Community Projects----------------Lisa Smith, 541.821.1224
Hoop Shoot---------------------------Roxanne Camacho-Flynn,541.621.4038
Government Relations -------------Mary McClary, PER 541.482.0527
Fraternal Committee------------------Kim Jensen, 818.317.7919
Youth Activities----------------------Shayna Christensen, 541.951.1513
Membership------------------------- Sharon James, 541.601.8827
Investigation------------------------- Diana Helphand, 541.841.1544
Elks Memorial Day------------------ Kim Jensen, 818.317.7919
Elks National Foundation--------  Diana Helphand, 541.841.1544
Americanism------------------------ Stefan Windroth, 541.324.4085
Accident Prevention---------------John Fiore, 541.621.9128
Billiards & Pool-----------------------Alice Thomsen, 541.816.5272
Grants--------------------------------- Carol Berger, 541.261.6115
Flag Day------------------------------ Stefan Windroth, 541.324.4085
Kitchen and Bar --------------------Jack Smith, PER 541.890.4365
Sexual Harassment---------------- Mary McClary, PER 541.482.0527

The dog days of summer are upon us. Bar-
beques, floating down the river, lazy days 
by the pool. I am a sucker for a lemonade 
stand. If I see one, I stop. 25, 50, 75 cents 
and usually selling homemade cookies 
with them. I know that usually it is going to 
be Country Time or Crystal Light, but  that 
doesn’t matter to me. For me, it’s about 
supporting that very first entrepreneurial 
venture, capital usually put up by mom 
or dad, and a first attempt at advertising: 
“World’s Best Lemonade”, “Best Lemonade on Bellview” “Cold-
est Lemonade in Town”, or “Probably the World’s Best Lemon-
ade, but we’re not sure” – had to be Danish. And there they sit: 
usually two young entrepreneurs – one taking the money and 
the other pouring out their product. I have to stop, I always tell 
them to keep the change, and always say something that echo’s 
back their sign…. “Wow! This really is the best lemonade on 
Bellview”!

I raised my son in Kagel Canyon, an unincorporated part of Los 
Angeles County north of Burbank. It was horsey country and the 
civic association always put on a yearly Horseshoe Tournament 
that Spencer and I usually found second place in. Everyone 
looked out for each other there. Spencer and two neighbor-
hood boys down the street would put up a Lemonade stand at 
the stop sign leading into the canyon, right in front of the Kagel 
Canyon Civic Association bulletin board. Each year the boys 
would dream about what they were going to buy with their 
profits. “I’m going to buy a new Gameboy” or “I’m going to get a 
skateboard” or “I’m raising money for Seva” – there was an altru-
ist among the bunch. So every year, we would load up the truck 
and drive down the hill to set up shop. “Canyon Kids Lemonade 
50 cents a glass”. They would usually sell out in about an hour, 
which is pretty good considering we would fill up the “Bird 
Feeder” – a five-gallon water jug from Spencer’s days playing on 
the Orioles travel ball team. The boys would then go back to the 
house and divide up their profits and would always say: “Dad… 
can we do this again next week”?

So, when I see a lemonade stand, I stop. Even if it’s “Timmy’s 
non-GMO, organic Lemonade - $2.00 a glass”. I support our 
young entrepreneurs and wonder what they might be saving 
for nowadays. And yes… I still have the Canyon Kids sign, wait-
ing to gift to my grandson in setting up his first lemonade stand.

Fraternally,
Kim Jensen



Esteemed Leading Knight’s Message

AMERICANISM
At the time of this writing, today on June 19th, it is significant 
that we as Americans observe the federal holiday, which was 
righteously signed into law on June 17, 2021, as the June-
teenth
National Independence Day Act.

Juneteenth, also known as Emancipation Day or Juneteenth In-
dependence Day is a holiday commemorating the end of slav-
ery in the United States. It is celebrated annually on June 19th, 
marking the day in 1865 when enslaved African Americans in 
Galveston, Texas, were informed of their freedom by Union 
General Gordon Granger who issued, on his arrival, General 
OrderNo. 3, proclaiming the freedom of all enslaved people. 
This order effectively put the Emancipation Proclamation, 
which had been declared two years earlier by President Lin-
coln, into effect for the final state where slavery persisted.

This enactment is profoundly American as the Declaration 
of Independence asserts that all men are created equal and 
endowed with certain unalienable rights including life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. It is a day to reflect on the legacy 
of slavery, celebrate freedom, and acknowledge the ongoing 
struggle for equality and justice for all of God’s Children.

Juneteenth and Independence Day; both celebrations of 
freedom, commemorate distinct historical events and focus on 
different aspects of American liberty. Independence Day, also
known as the Fourth of July, marks the adoption of the Declara-
tion of Independence in 1776, celebrating the nation’s inde-
pendence from British rule.

In essence, Independence Day about the birth of a nation, 
while Juneteenth is about the liberation of a specific group of 
people and the realization of the promise of freedom for all
Americans. While both celebrate freedom, they do so with 
respect to different historical contexts and struggles.

As Americans and Patriots, we owe it to the spirit of our found-
ers and our obligation as we are the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, instilled with the cardinal principles of Charity,
Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity, to honor this day in rever-
ence as we let Freedom Ring.

Stefan Windroth, Chairman on Americanism

Wow, what a whirlwind month we have-
had getting ready for the ritual team to 
compete in Kansas City! 
We return on 7/2. At the only meeting we 
have in July, which is on the 9th, we will 
tell you all about it!  Come to the lodge 
meeting in casual Hawaiian attire. We 
would love to see you there. 
I hope everyone is having a great sum-
mer. We have some wonderful events happening so come 
enjoy the July 4 breakfast, the picnic in August and of 
course the Friday night dinners!

Fraternally,
Deanna Ortuno

Esteemed Lecturing Knight’s Message

Esteemed Loyal Knight’s Message

Wow, it’s July already.
We have been growing by leaps and 
bounds.
I want to wish a warm welcome to all our 
new brothers and sisters. You’re in with a 
great group. I’m very proud to say I’m an 
Elk.
We do so very much for not just Vets, but 
also children and our community.
Would love to see you come down some 
Friday for dinner and sit awhile and visit.

Fraternally yours,
Susan Dunn

Summer is upon us and it is a time for 
fun and travel. May all my fellow elks 
enjoy the season safely and  full of 
Brotherly Love.  There will still be some 
enjoyable times at the lodge. It is im-
portant to continue to support Ashland 
Lodge 944 and each other.  We are still 
looking forward to having a positive 
impact in our community.  Enjoy.

Fraternally,
Jason Schulman

By-Laws Revision

At the July 9th Lodge meeting we will be voting on a revi-
sion of the By-Laws to include the Secretary and Treasurer 
as members of the Board of Directors. Please come out 
and cast your vote.

Kim Jensen, Exalted Ruler





May 24th was a perfect day for a picnic with the (VA)SORCC 
residents. Everyone enjoyed spending time at the Shady Cove RV 
Park. Our guests, volunteers, and resident campers interacted. 
Jerry and Rob set up the corn hole and a borrowed cribbage game 
entertained 3 veterans on the deck with the background sound 
of the Rogue River passing by. Tiffany and Genesis from the Picnic 
Basket, at the Fishing Hole, prepared customized sandwiches for 
all attendees, while Sherri provided an inviting potato salad that 
was quickly consumed. To quote Chad, the driver and Chief of 
the Recreation Department, “a really nice experience for the vets.” 
Susan, Linda, Clyde, Pete,  Ellen, Gary, Karen, Jim, Rick, Sharri, Jerry 
L., Jerry C., Phil, Bob, Rob and Annie you are all appreciated! Thank 
you for your time setting and cleaning up, and especially for your 
friendly interaction with our visiting guests.

Ivory and Humberto suddenly appeared when we were shopping 
for Welcome Home Kits for homeless veterans moving into their 
new homes. They offered their assistance checking out carts of 
merchandise and packing the car. Linda and I were grateful for 
the perfect timing! The kits were donated to the Southern Oregon 
Rehabilitation Center and Clinic’s Peer Support Program.

Reservations have been made with Jet  Boat Adventures on Satur-
day August 2nd for a scenic trip at 12:30. Boarding will be at Tou-
Velle State Park in White City. If anyone would like to join 5 interim 
veterans from the VA for a fun afternoon please book a reservation 
asap and inform Rhonda Brustol. 

Rhonda Brustol
541-941-9052
r.brustol24@gmail.com

Empirical Dread

By Patrick Stonier

When I was four years old on a road trip across 
the United States with my family in 1949 I asked 
my father, “What’s on the other side of the wall, 
Papa?” Lifting me up and over so to see for myself 
I froze stiff, fearing the slightest jiggle would 
loosen my father’s grip. For I was staring down 
terrified from the top of the Empire State Build-
ing at the night lights of New York City far-far-far 
below, awakening in me a lifelong fear of heights.
Two decades later, and following in my father’s 
footsteps when he was my age, I too became 
a journeyman lineman. And even though I’ve 
climbed steel towers three hundred feet high, 
no matter the weather conditions, overlooking 
canyons more than a thousand feet deep, I never 
did succeed in conquering my fear of heights.
So, I guess I did it just for the Money.

  

The Cork’s Board
VETERAN’S CORNER
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Birthdays
To Members Born In July

Our Birthday Gift is One Free Dinner on Birthday Night

July 2025 - A
shland Elks

Friday Night Dinner Menu
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

July 4th - BREAKFAST   7:30 AM TO 9:30 AM
$10 donation (Veterans Free)
Pancakes & Scrambled Eggs
Biscuits & Gravy
Bacon & Sausage
Fruit, Juice and Coffee

July 11
Beef or Fish Tacos - $18
Portabella Mushroom Tacos - $18
Rice, Beans, Soup, Salad and Dessert
Steak with Baked Potato:
Ribeye - $28   New York - $25

July 18 - Birthday Dinner
Competition Pork Rib Cookoff - $20
Jack Smith, Kim Ortuno and Fred Hatfield
Pork Ribs
Veggie Burgers
Beans, Corn on the Cob
Soup, Salad and Dessert
No Steak Options

July 25 
Spaghetti and meatballs - $18
Spaghetti (Veggie) $18
Veggies, Soup, Salad and Desert
Steak with Baked Potato:
Ribeye - $28   New York - $25

Children: 0 to 6 years old - Free - 7 to 12 years old - $7
When attending dinner with a party of 6 or more, please 
call ahead so we can make sure we have plenty of food.  
541-482-3911
Thank you

Scott Chappell........................................01
Bridgette Fleming.................................01
Russell Hodgdon....................................01
Aidan Jones...........................................01
Melinda March.....................................01
Frank Millett........................................01
Joseph Sutesman....................................01
Kelly Barton..........................................02
Michael Guss.........................................02
Richard Lendrum..................................02
Kevin McKelvey...................................02
Deanna Ortuno.....................................02
Ladd Craner.........................................03
Kevin Flynn..........................................03
Lisa Loveless.........................................03
Peter Alzado..........................................04
Jeanne Foy.............................................04
Kyle Smith............................................04
Michael Clark.......................................05
Dale Engle............................................05
Ronald Owes.........................................05
Edwin Singmaster Jr.............................05
James Duft............................................06
David Scoggin.......................................06
Patricia Stricklin...................................06
Ray Pierce.............................................07
Ricky Berg.............................................08
Harry Gleim.........................................08
Tonya Marpe.........................................08
Joseph Delsman.....................................09
Joel Goldman.........................................09
Joshua Philippi......................................09
Glenna Rost..........................................09
Robert DaCosta.....................................11
Isabelle Hamlin.....................................11
Joy Light...............................................11
Kenneth Kase........................................13
Jennifer Raleigh....................................13
Edwin (Rocky) King.............................14
Cynthia Rees.........................................14
Clayton Daniel......................................15
Alexander DeCino.................................15
Rebecca Fowler......................................15
Scott Hutchins.......................................15
Mariane Berry......................................16
Carol Brown.........................................16
William Greenwell................................16
Steven Schein........................................16
Philippe Sprague...................................16
Karen Toloui.........................................16
Brian Coates..........................................17
Stan Gordon..........................................17
Catherine Greenspan.............................17
Karl Knudsen........................................17
Kathleen Claussen.................................18
Parker Corallo.......................................18
Susan Dallas.........................................18
Matthew Oakes.....................................18
Sharon Pittman.....................................18
Deborah Ann Wihtol.............................18
Dale Barnes...........................................19

Cliff Beneventi......................................19
Denis Frutos..........................................19
Judy Kinworthy-Reese..........................19
Kavid Nichols........................................19
Kathleen (Kasey) Rolih..........................19
Ernest (Trey) Batey...............................20
Steven Gary..........................................20
Gretchen Kirkpatrick.............................20
David Miller.........................................20
Evan Alvord.........................................21
Jana Alvord...........................................`21
Lynn Marie Jones..................................21
Paul Seymour........................................21
Rick Landis...........................................22
Cynthia Salbato.....................................22
Robert Serrett........................................22
Robert Allen..........................................23
Julie Caldwell........................................23
Traci Rae Darrow.................................23
Susan Dyssegard....................................23
Marlyn Barrick.....................................24
Jacolyn Clay..........................................24
Gary Gamble.........................................24
Mark Gibson.........................................24
Michele McLaughlin.............................24
Jason Schulman.....................................24
Sidney DeBoer.......................................25
Bruce Dwight........................................25
Dale Peters............................................25
Charles Parlier......................................26
Irwin Abramson....................................27
Larry Christensen.................................27
Ron Everly............................................27
Martha Fabian-Krause.........................27
Terry Lukens.........................................27
David Markowski.................................27
Jeffrey Nagel..........................................27
Michael Walker......................................27
Troy Brown...........................................28
Elin Silveous.........................................28
Douglas Smith.......................................28
John Engelhardt....................................29
K. Lee Goebel........................................29
Adam Litecky........................................29
Donald Walton......................................29
Thomas Saputo......................................30
Carolyn Anderson..................................31
Mia Driscoll..........................................31

Tiara Thursday
July 3rd

5 pm



Membership/Lapsation Report
Ashland, OR Lodge 0944

Beginning Membership Total 4/1/2025:  1032
Increases
Initiated:					         20
Affiliated:					           4
Reinstated:					           5
Subtotal:				                        29

Decreases
Dropped:					          10
Transferred Out:				           2
Absolute Dimit:					           0
Deaths:						            4
Expelled:					            0
Subtotal:					          16
Calculated Membership Total:	            1045
CLMS Active Members:                                          1045
Average Age:				              66.08
Gain/Loss:					        13

Delinquency
Six Months:				                    74
One Year:					        0
Over One Year:					        0
Total:				                                     74
Lapsation Rate:			                7.27%

Applications in Hand
Waiting to read at next meeting:		       1
In the hands of the investigation committee:	      6
Ready for balloting:				         0
Ready for Orientation:				       11
Ready for Initiation:				         0
Ready for Reinstatement:			        0
other						           0
Total:						        21
Life Members
Life Members:					       33
Honorary Life Members:			       7
Total:					                      40
Life Percentage			                 3.88%

THE LODGE
OF SORROW

Dennis Dunn passed away on June 1, 2025 at the age 
of  79 years old.  He was an Elk for 10 years.  Dennis was 
a pilot in the US Navy.  He is survived by his sisters Kath-
leen Dunn, Susan Dunn (Leading Knight) and Kimberly 
Lindsey,  three children and six grandchildren. Dennis 
will be remembered for his warmth, quiet strength and 
unwavering devotion to his family.

The clock of the day has stopped upon the dial,
 Motionless shadows mark the hour of eleven

“To Our Absent Members”

May 21 - $129 - Dienel Nicholes
         28 - $135 - Don Lautenschleger
June 04 - $138 Pamela Thomas
          11 - $145 - Michael Donnelly
          18 - Brooke Richie
           
You must be present at the Lodge Meeting to win!  To                  
have your name returned to the Big Kitty drawing, you  must 
attend a meeting and request it.

The Crying Corner



Elks #944 Has Adopted An 
Area Of Lithia Park! 

Be a part of something beautiful—literally! Our 
lodge has proudly adopted a section of Lithia Park, 
one of the gems of our community, and we’re invit-
ing YOU to help keep it shining.

This is your chance to give back, enjoy the out-
doors, and connect with fellow Elks while making 
a real impact. Whether you have 30 minutes or a 
few hours, your time and heart make a difference!

Why volunteer?

• Show your Elk pride in the community

• Enjoy a sense of purpose and camaraderie

• Help preserve a treasured space for all to enjoy

Want to get involved?

Join our volunteer email list for upcoming clean-
up dates and event details. Contact Shayna Chris-
tensen at shaymarie.christensen@gmail.com

Let’s roll up our sleeves and show Ashland what 
#944 is all about!

Details coming soon.....stay tuned!

Propositions for Membership
Name	  Occupation                                 	    Proposer
Darius Clardy	 Asst. Theatre Mgr.	 Josh Barnhart
Mistee Koch	 Realtor	 Bob Figone
Bobby Leffler	 Fabrication	 Michael Walker
Randal Leite	 Executive Director	 Steve Schein
Cristhian Ayvar Paulino	 Front Office	 Kelli Schlapper
Franklin Saunders	 Retired	 Tracie Sabol

Give any feedback you have about proposed members 
 to the Investigations Committee.

ENF Gratitude Grant
We have been awarded the Elks National Foundation 
Gratitude Grant.  The Grant included bonus grants 
for reaching goals set by the ENF.  The total grant was 
$4,500.  The Helman School Backpack Program will 
receive $2500 and the Ashland Police Department 
received $2000 for their program to provide AED units 
in every police vehicle.  Thank you to all who support 
ENF.  

Thanks to Carol Berger 
and Mary McClary for all 
their time applying for 
the grants.

NEW MEMBERS

 Left to Right:  Roxanne Ashworth, Dalton Douglas-Hiley, 
Caitlin Rodefeld, Chelsea Rose, Sydney Jenkins, Anna Sloan, 
Debbie Adams, Jeff Moffet and William Marn
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Cribbage Tournament
Tuesday
July 15

5:00 pm

		  UPCOMING EVENTS	

4th Of July Breakfast
7:30 am to 9:30 am

Elks Basement

B-B-Q  Rib Cookoff
Jack Smith, Kim Ortuno and Fred Hatfield

JULY 25
Elks Dining Room

6:00 PM

Ashland Elks Lodge #944
255 E. Main St.
PO Box 569 
Ashland OR 97520.

Tiara Thursday
July 3

5:00 pm

July
4th - Breakfast, 7:30 am - 9:30 am
9th - The only Lodge Meeting in July
	

August
6th - The only Lodge Meeting in August
10th - Family Picnic at Oak Knoll             	
Golf Course


