JULY
2025

Message from the Exalted Ruler, Mike Betenbaugh

Folks, the 2025 TESA state convention in Mesquite in early June was awesome. Do
you realize that if there was a traveling trophy given out at our state conventions that
your Lodge would bring that trophy home to Houston? There was a total of 23 voting
members, and 2 past state presidents of your Lodge at the convention during the

roll call of Lodges on Saturday.

If you combine any of three Lodges in the Mesquite, Dallas, and Fort Worth areas

they would not have exceeded the number of Elks from your Lodge. | would like to
thank you all who attended the state convention for representing your Lodge so well. Houston may
not be the biggest Lodge in the great state of Texas, but we represent our Lodge very well. Again,
thank you all.

During the individual ritual competitions at the state convention your Lodge was very well
represented. The following members won their respective individual ritual contests. Cindy Rowland
— Leading Knight, Troy Lynn Betenbaugh — Lecturing Knight, Robert Marshall — Esquire, PER Cindie
Pridy — Exalted Ruler, and PER, Exalted Ruler Mike Betenbaugh — Tribute to the Flag.

Also, at the state convention your Lodge was presented with two TESA 1% place teenager of the
year plaques which will be forwarded to the recipients. They are Rachel Roth and Nicholas
Zakarevicz. Your Lodge also received a certificate for Total Lodge Per Capita 3™ place giving Vogel
award which supports the camp at Ottine, and the TESA All American Lodge in Division 3 with a
composite score of 925.3, and | would like to say thank you to PER Cindie Pridy, and the members
of your Lodge for a job well done.

The Grand Lodge convention is approaching fast. If you are going safe travels to all, and we will
see you in Kansas City. The upcoming events at your Lodge in July are listed in the calender in
the Tracks, and will be in the weekly “Whats Happening” emails. July will have a lot of events for the
members and guests of your Lodge.

We are always looking for more folks to work Bingo, and to prepare meals on Tuesday and
Friday. If you would like to help with Bingo please contact Joy Olmos. If you would like to help with a
meal please come to a House Committee meeting and let us know your intentions.

In closing, our volunteers of the month for July are Terrie Wetz and Lowell Neinest.
Thank you Terrie and Lowell for all you do around our Lodge.

Fraternally,
Mike Betenbaugh
Exalted Ruler
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From the Office of the Secretary

As | write this article, | am beaming with pride for our Lodge. At the Texas Elks
State Association convention in Mesquite we had a total of 25 Officers and
members in attendance. This included two Past State Presidents and one Past
First Lady. Awesome job Houston Elks.

We are doing a good job with membership renewals, but it could be better. We still need to do a
better job of bringing in new members. Let your friends and family know what we do and what we
have to offer and bring them to the Lodge and hopefully they will consider joining us.

Activities Chair Theresa Finch is working diligently to come up with fun activities for our members.
Please come out to the Lodge and support her efforts and support our wonderful Lodge.

As always, thank you for all that you do for our Lodge and for Elkdom. Hope to see you around
the Lodge soon.

Fraternally,
Jim Grissom, PDDGER
Secretary and Area Special Representative

Jim Grissom
George Gomez’ Brother, Eduardo
Cindy Rowland’s Sister
Cindy Dingas’ Step Father
Bob Englander

Passing of the Brother of Robert Beaver
Passing of the Father-in-law of George Gomez
Passing of the Daughter of Diane Treich
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From the Esteemed Leading Knight

Greetings Fellow Elks! Temperatures are going to soar this summer and from what NOAA.gov
is telling us, there is a good chance of a hurricane coming to our city. Keep weather aware
and have an emergency kit handy in case of power outages.

There is one item that has been on my mind for some time now, and | wanted to shed some
light on it for our members to have a better understanding of what certain statements actually
mean and why from the chair of the Esteemed Leading Knight.

When our meeting is in session, and the Exalted Ruler asks for reports from the Knights, it would always perplex
me when the Leading Knight would give the report with the response, “Exalted Ruler and Members, | have no
report at this time”. | wondered why they did not have a report! Did they just not do their job for that month?
What was their job?  To clear this up for you, it means that there weren’t any members “in need” of charity or
any issues that were needed to be taken care of with charity funds, that needed to be voted on by members. If
any of you have questions about any positions, functions, or committees, please don’t hesitate to ask someone
and get involved. You will be glad you did!

The State Convention in Mesquite was very well attended by our lodge. If there was an attendance trophy for
TESA, we would have taken it home! | am proud to say that every participant from 151 did well with their ritual
part. Itis very rewarding to be recognized as the best in State for Ritual Competitions. The next competition will
be during TESA'’s Fall Conference in San Antonio. Come to ritual practice to see what it’s all about!

Our Lodge has many activities planned this summer for our members and guests. If you haven’t been to the
lodge in a while, come back and join us. We have only a few, the proud, the ACTIVE Elks that

come out on a regular basis. Come back and join the ranks of the Active again. Remember

WHY you became an Elk in the first place. Let’s Do This!

See you at the Lodge!
Cindy Rowland
Esteemed Leading Knight

From the Board of Directors

Dear Members,

We're halfway thru 2025 and and getting ready to Celebrate our Nation’s 250" Birthday on July
4™ Various Events such as Gulf Coast Interlodge,Veterans Appreciation Luncheon, Capt.
Grabbe’s Fish Fry, Easter Egg Hunt, Mother’s Day Service, Memorial Day BBQ, Flag Day and
Father's Day Brunch and Service , to name a few, were held at Our Lodge since January. They
prove the saying “that Time flies when you’re having Fun!”.

So Why am | talking about Events being held at the Lodge? To show that our (Elks) Lodge is Not just a building,
but a “second” Home where Elks gather for meetings in planning “Help” to our Fellow Elks and also the people
in our Communities. It’s also where Elks gather for weekly and monthly activities to have “Fun” together.

In order to maintain our “Home” for all Lodge Members, the Board of Directors monitor the Lodge’s Operations
and Building Maintenance, including the Grounds. There are several “projects” ,ongoing and planned, to Im-
prove our “Home” . However, The Board and Lodge Officers can Not do these “projects” Alone. We need our
fellow Lodge Members to volunteer their Time and Effort too. The Effort need Not always be physical, but ,can
be in providing Contact Info for Vendors, Contractors and other Volunteer Groups willing to Work with us on
these “Projects”.

In closing, | encourage All Lodge Members to become more involved in the
Activities at your second “Home”. Please attend at least one weekly activity and/or
one of our monthly Events so that you can have “Fun” being an ELK!

Fratenally,
Chuck Dingas
4 Yr Trustee
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From the Sweetheart of
Houston 151

$% Kicking Off Another Month of Fun, Fundraising, and Giving! $%

We’'re thrilled to launch another exciting month filled with activities, fun, and raffles
— all supporting children with special needs, and supporting the Lodge!

Every event, every raffle ticket, and every smile brings us one step closer to provid-
ing vital resources, therapies, and programs that make a lasting difference in these

children’s lives.$)

¥> What’s Coming Up in the Next Few Months
@Engaging activities for all ages

@ Weekly raffles with amazing prizes

B Special themed events to bring our community together

T Opportunities to donate and make a direct impact

Join us in making this month unforgettable, where every moment of fun helps build
brighter futures. Together, we can make a real difference! &

Stay tuned for our calendar of events and thank you for your generous support.

#ForTheKids #MakeADifference #FundraisingFun #CommunityStrong
A Splash of Fun Is the Prettiest Thing You Can Wear

Your Sweetheart,
Theresa Legler Finch

Volunteers for the month of JULY
Thank you for everything you DO !!

Terrie Wetz and Lowell Neinast
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To our July Members

02 Greg Lindsey

04 Robert Brooks

05 Jose Zayas Docdocil

07 Margaret Edie Hayden

08 Curtis Hornback

10 Leon E. Pegg

11 Kenneth W. Moore

12 Deanna G. Johnson

13 Nathan L. Curry
Nino S. Ramos
Robert Scott
Nadia Troutenko

14 David Gladstone

16 Austin Walker

17 Randall Hon

18 Dorothy F. McCubbin

19 Bonnie Griffies
Carrie Moore

21 Janine Guidry

23 Cindy Harris
Neva Steelhammer

24 Johnny Bagwell

25 Tammy Foisy

26 Michael Herman

27 Karen Frederick
Chrisopher D. Reddick

28 Trevis Guidry
Gaylon Nail

30 Richard Doig

31 Earline Grabbe
Darryl Hadsell
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Watch for email and Facebook updates and the weekly “What’s Happening”’

JULY 2025

July 1 No Lodge Meeting

July 4 4th of July Party and Cake Walk

July 11 Steak Night

July 18 ENF Dinner & Trivia 6:30pm

July 19 GC District Picnic @ Katy Lodge

July 25 Capt. Grabbe’s Fish Fry Dinner

July 26-27 Points and Pool Cook Off
AUGUST 2025

Aug. 1 Steak Night

Aug. 9-10 GC District Interlodge, VP, & DD Clinic @ Clearlake Lodge
Aug. 22 Friends of 151 Dinner

SEPTEMBER 2025

Sept. 5 Steak Night

Sept. 19-20 Homecoming at Ottine

Sept. 26 POW Ceremony & Dinner by Friends of 151

Wednesday Wings n Things 5pm, menu served 5-6pm
Thursday BINGO 7pm (gates open at 6pm)
Lodge Meetings every Tuesday @ 7:30pn
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Fish Fry Dinner
at Houston 151

by
Capt. Grabbe
& First Mate Earline

Friday, July 25
beginning at 6pm
$12 per plate

Enjoy delicious White Bass Fish with all the
Fixings; Hush Puppies, Fries, Coleslaw, and Dessert
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FLAG Day Ceremony
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FLAG Day Ceremony Meal
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FLAG Retirement Ceremony
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Father’s Day Service and Brunch

Veteran’s New Start Event from the Freedom Grant
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Membership Rock Stars

Our Veteran’s Committee stay hard at work
distributing Veteran Welcome Home Kits every month
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Houston 151 at TESA State Convention in Mesquite TX
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Fun Around 151!
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Accident Prevention
Americanism

Auditing & Accounting
Bar Manager

Bingo

Community Activities
Dinner Committee
Drug Awareness

Elks Memorial Day
Elks National Foundation

Elks Special Services
Flag Day

Fraternal Comm.
Friends of 151
Government Relations

Hoop Shoot

Kitchen Manager
Lodge Activities
Lodge Bulletin

Lodge Sweetheart
Membership
Membership Retention
Veterans Service

PER Association
Public Relations
Scholarship

Ritual

Special Services—All
Standing Relief Comm
State Major Project
TECSI Grants

Youth Activities

LODGE OFFICERS 2025-2026

Exalted Ruler Mike Betenbaugh, PER
Est. Leading Knight Cindy Rowland

Est. Loyal Knight Susan Midyett

Est. Lecturing Knight Troy Lynn Betenbaugh
Secretary Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR
Treasurer Renay Bennett, DDGER
Tiler Terrie Wetz

Esquire Robert Marshall
Chaplain Velia Stroud

Inner Guard George Gomez

Vocalist Joy Olmos. PDDGER
1-Year Trustee Martha Gutierrez

2-Year Trustee Sally DiPalma, PDDGER
3-Year Trustee Ann Grissom

4-Year Trustee Chuck Dingas

COMMITTEE CHAIRS/COORDINATORS
2025-2026

Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL

David Rawlins

Andy Mishaga, PSP, Earline Grabbe, George Eggleston
Ann Grissom

Joy Olmos, PDDGER

Richard Novak Jr., Terry Finch

Troy Lynn Betenbaugh

Richard Novak Jr.

Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Susan Midyett

Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL

Lowell Neinast PER, PVP, Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR
Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR

Karen Schulz & Sue O’Neil

John Atwood, SDGER,

Ken Boyd PDDGER

Greg Lindsey & David Rawlins

Terry Finch , Susan Midgett, Terry Finch
Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL

Terry Finch

Lowell Neinast, PER

Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASA

Chuck Dingas

Jack Grabbe, PER

Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL

Cindie Pridy, PER, Earline Grabbe, Susan Midyett
Lowell Neinast, PER, PVP

Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL

Mike Betenbaugh, PER

Terry Finch

Sally DiPalma, DL, PDDGER

Terry Finch, Susan Midyett
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Lodge Hours of Operation

Monday - Closed
Tuesday - opens 4:00 pm
Wednesday - opens 4:00 pm
Thursday - opens 4pm
Friday - opens 4:00 pm
Saturday - opens 4:00 pm
Sunday - opens at Noon

Lodge hours subject to change for special events and will close at the
discretion of the bartender.
Look for updates on Facebook and E-Blasts

Bingo is at the Lodge every Thursday doors open at 6pm!

Volunteers are needed...
Contact Joy Olmos

Donate to

Elks National Foundation
“it’s the best buck you will ever spend”

elks.org

Donate today!

your donations makes a difference!

%Cﬁfi}‘nﬁﬂi‘w lasue 7 A Fraternal Organization JULY 2025
20



