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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Members, 
 

As we step into summer, I want to highlight something that truly embodies the 

spirit of Elkdom—the Elks National Foundation (ENF). More than just an 

organization, ENF represents the heart of who we are. It’s about us, those we 

serve, and the lives we can positively impact. ENF connects us to a broader 

mission beyond our Lodge—supporting veterans, providing educational 

opportunities for young people, and strengthening communities nationwide. 

Every donation, volunteer effort, and act of advocacy brings us closer to 

making a lasting difference. To learn more about ENF and how you can get 

involved, please see the next page of this newsletter. 

 

As we march into June, here are a couple of important events to note: 

Flag Day Celebration is on Saturday June 14  

    It starts with our parade at 1:00 p.m. Line-up is on Washington St 
(volunteers are needed by 12:30 p.m. to carry the Lodge flag).  Parade is 

immediately followed by a ceremony in Central Park and light lunch at the 

Lodge.   
We are honored to welcome the Elks State President and will be hosting a 

dinner Saturday Night.  We invite all members to join us for dinner  

Cocktail Reception: 4:00 PM (in honor of the State President’s visit) 

Formal Dinner: 5:00 PM ($20.00) 
 

The Annual Member Dinner is on Thursday June 26 at 6:00 PM  

Free for all members who have paid their 2025-2026 Dues.   
 

We are delighted to welcome the following individuals to our Lodge: 

Amber DeCann, Cheryl Ford, Cristina Fosdick, Laura Hutchinson and 

Lonnie Hutchinson. Please welcome them as you see them at the club. 

 

Finally, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all members who 

participated in carrying the flag during the Memorial Day Parade. Your 

dedication is a powerful testament to the ideals of patriotism and 

remembrance. 

Respectfully, 

John Mac Taggart, Exalted Ruler 

 

 

 

 

 

Lodge Officers: 
 

Exalted Ruler…  

John Mac Taggart 

 

Esteemed Leading Knight… 

Brian Berrios 

 

Esteemed Loyal Knight… 

Roger VanDeMortel 

 

Lecturing Knight… 

 John Tucker 

 

Lodge Secretary… 

JoAnne VanLiew 

 

Lodge Treasurer… 

Pam Phillips 

 

Esquire… Bob Gnau 
 

Chaplin,,, Diana Tormey 

 

Tiler… John Soules 

 

Inner Guard… Mike Krebbeks 
 

Trustees 

Jeff Fosdick, Dolores Parker 

Pete Perrin, Bruce Bowman 

Tom Phillips 

 

House Committee: 

      Mark Weaver, Sean McCue,  

Bill Salone, Mike Rynearson, 

Jeff Cseplo, Denise Rosenberger, 

Gene Shippers   

 

Club Steward:   

Matt DeJohn 
Publicity:   

     Peg Mares, Carolyn 

Newsletter Editor:   

 Bonnie Decker    
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Elks National Foundation: WHAT is it?! 
 
At the heart of our Lodge’s mission, the Elks National Foundation (ENF) brings us together to 

serve, uplift, and create lasting change. Through scholarships, grants, and hands-on service, 

ENF doesn’t just fund programs—it transforms lives. With your support, ENF has helped 
students achieve their college dreams, provided essential services to veterans, and funded 
countless community projects. Every contribution, every act of service, and every effort 
makes a real difference. 

How YOU Can Make a Difference 
Each one of us plays a vital role in ENF’s mission—your support turns ideas into action! 
Here’s how you can be part of something bigger: 

🔥 Donate – Every dollar helps fund scholarships, veteran services, and community 

programs. Scan the QR code below and make an impact today!  

🙌 Volunteer – Lend your time to ENF-supported initiatives and be a force for good.  

🔁 Join the Fidelity Club – Set up recurring donations and become a continuous champion 

for ENF’s mission.  

🎉 Fundraise – Organize events that bring people together while raising funds for life-

changing programs 

📢 Spread the Word – Encourage fellow members to get involved and keep the spirit of 

Elkdom alive! 

~Apply for Grants – 
~ Locally Newark Elks Lodge has been the recipient of ENF grants for the past 

10 years over $5,000.00 each year.  This has funded Newark Food Cupboard, 
Free Lunch Program, Homeless Veterans Programs through Canandaigua VA 
center, Newark Community Center and Wayne County Humane Society~  

There is a garage sale planned for August 2, 2025 to benefit ENF come help.  
 
 

Our Lodge, Our Legacy 
This year, we have a unique opportunity to showcase our dedication. Whether we’re carrying 

the flag at the Memorial Day Parade, honoring our traditions at the Flag Day Celebration, or 
gathering for the Annual Member Dinner, our impact reaches far beyond our Lodge walls.  
Let’s keep the momentum going!  

Scan the QR code or visit the ENF website www.elks.org/enf  to take action today.   

 
 
 
Newark Trustees have been diligently working on getting estimates for overdo needed 
repairs to our Lodge Building.   Please come to meeting on July 1 to see the plans.    

  
NEXT LODGE MEETINGS are on Tuesday July 1, 2025 
House Committee Meeting is at 5:30 pm. 
Trustee Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
Lodge Meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

http://www.elks.org/enf
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No Wednesday Night Pizza Until September 3rd 
 

  
 

 

 

 

STOP DOWN WEEKDAYS FOR LUNCH 
                                 

 

SAT JUNE 14TH FLAG DAY  

Parade HELP IS NEEDED TO CARRY THE FLAG!  We will line up on 
Washington Street at 12:30 and step off at 1:00 

 
STATE PRESIDENT’S DINNER June 14th   

COCKTAILS AT 4:00 PM DINNER AT 5:00 PM Cost $20.00 

 
SAT JUNE 21st CHUCK ROCKER 

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

(Donations for the band at the door) 
 

SAT JUNE 26TH ANNUAL DINNER 6:00 PM  

(Your 2025-2026 dues need to be paid to be eligible to attend).     
 

THE CLUB WILL BE CLOSED ON JULY 4TH AND 5TH  

 
The Queen of Hearts keeps growing.  We also have a lottery dream 
board.  Stop in and take a chance  

 
KITCHEN HELP IS NEEDED: 

June 14th to cook hotdogs after the parade and ceremony, State President’s dinner. Please sign up in the kitchen 

Help is also needed on the June 26 dinner  

 

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE AUGUST 2ND 
How about donating your unwanted items to the Elks Lodge?  We will be holding a 
Garage sale on Sat August 2nd at the Lodge.  You can donate items and the Lodge will 
use any profits to fund various charities, or you can rent a table for $10.00 and keep the 
profit for yourself.  We will also be selling hotdogs and beverages on the day of the sale.  
Volunteers are needed to set up, tear down, sell, donate and cook.  Sign up for an hour 
or several hours or just donate your items.  If you are interested in volunteering, please 
see Sue, Peggy, Pokey, JoAnne, Bonnie, or call the club 315-331-1249 for more details.    



 

 

 
OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

 
 

Dated Material 
 
 
 

To A Very 
Important 

Elk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE 
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE LODGE 

 
                            June 14th Flag Day Parade 
      State President’s visit  
     June 26th Annual Dinner   
   

NEWARK B.P.O.E. #1249 
P.O. Box 144 

223 South Main Street 
Newark, NY 14513 
315-331-1249 

elks1249secretary@outlook.com 
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BIRTHDAYS 
The traditional birthday gift 
will be available any day during 
the month of your birthday 
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