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FLORIDA STATE ELKS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION

	 The Florida States Elks association held their annual convention in Orlando Florida at 
the Rosen Centre with close to 1,200 Elks and award winners attending. The annual meeting 
features many activities and award presentations including State and ENF scholarships. There 
are meetings conducted by the Business Practices Committee and the Membership Committee, 
FLOE holds a luncheon on Friday and the Major Projects Luncheon is on Saturday. 
	 This year, Ocala members attending were PSP Winston Needham and his wife Karen, 
State Secretary Nick Miller, PDD Andy Long, Becky Long, PER David Clayton, Secretary Bobbi 
Kassick, Lecturing Knight Carlos Quiles and his wife Maria, Trustee Barbara Shepard, Leading 
Knight Emery Shepard, Fred Wright and Roy Wimmer. David retired the horse costume after this 
year’s parade of lodges. Becky Long presented a check from our OLEOs for $2,500 to the Harry 
Anna Trust.	
	 The Ocala lodge was presented with two first place awards, First Place Lodge 
Newsletter and First Place Orientation.  
	 One of the main events was the nomination, parade and installation of Michael 

Chandler from Ormond Beach Lodge 2193 as 
the 2025-2026 State President. During the same 
ceremony all of the state district vice presidents 
and appointed officers were also given their oath 
of office by PGER Mike Smith. Congratulations 
to Mike Edmondson (Inverness Lodge) who will 
serve as the VP of the North Central District.
	 The 14 hospitality rooms gave all Elks attending the opportunity 
to participate in many raffles, as well as socialize with members from all 
over the state. Music was provided by a DJ on the patio adjacent to the 
hospitality rooms where the 11 o’clock toast was shared each evening. 
Come join us next year to experience the fun of state convention!



Page 2

FROM THE EXALTED RULER

Let's work together to bring this vision to life in our own lodge 
and continue making a positive impact in our community.

Cheers, 
David Clayton, PER, Exalted Ruler
DavidElk286@gmail.com

	 		 I recently attended the Florida State Elks Convention, where I had the 
opportunity to represent our Lodge and connect with Elks from across the state. 
The convention’s cover article highlights the event, and I encourage you to take a 
look. 

	 		  Our newly installed State President, Mike Chandler, shared his motto 
for the year: “Florida Elks – Helping Hands, Changing Lives.” His message 
highlighted the many charitable efforts Florida Elks are involved in, including 
providing therapy services, supporting youth programs, and assisting veterans 
and families in need. Along with this focus on service, he also emphasized the 

need to grow and retain our membership. As he reminded us, membership is the foundation that 
allows us to continue this important work. Each of us can contribute by inviting someone new to join 
and by staying active in the life of our Lodge.

	 Looking back on the past month, our Kentucky Derby Day, Preakness Day, and Mother’s Day 
Breakfast were all well-received and brought many of us together in fellowship and fun. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make those events a success.

	 June brings a full calendar of activities. We will kick off with the Belmont Stakes on June 7, 
followed by our annual Flag Day Ceremony on June 14. The Father’s Day Breakfast will take place on 
June 15, and we will round out the month with Night at the Copa on June 28. These events are great 
opportunities to stay connected and enjoy time with your fellow members.

	 I hope to see you coming out to the Lodge and participating throughout the month. Thank you 
for all you do to support our Lodge and our community.

	 Summer is here officially with Memorial Day and the 
weather.  We took a small group to the Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell 
this past Sunday to 
place the Flags for 
Fallen Veterans. As 
always it is a humbling 

ceremony remember those that are no 
longer with us. See some that passed at an 
old age and others still very young. We did 
have a few new ones with us and I hope 
they were moved by it as myself and others 
are by this action. Pictured are Pam Kinard, 
Bill David, Linda Moulton, Jimmy and Kathy Kash, and Mel and 
Twyla Baggett, cousins of mine from Detroit that his brother is laid 
to rest there. May 31st we will be picking the flags back up.
	 The Welcome Home Kits are on going with three this 
month. First was Jeff F. ( Marine) with the Help from Mike Miller 
we helped get him the items he needed plus some food and a gift 
card.  Next was Les T.( Army)in need of lots of kitchen supplies 

VETERANS

mailto:DavidElk286%40gmail.com?subject=From%20Lodge%20Newsletter
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VETERANS

FLORIDA ELKS CHILDREN THERAPY SERVICES       

Remember the Elk’s Pledge, “So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.” 
Pam Kinard  - Veterans Service Chairperson

	 	 Emily is a sweet 10 year old girl with a 
medical diagnosis of Chiari malformation. 
Chiari malformation is a condition in which 
part of the skull is misshapen or smaller 
than normal. This causes the skull to press 
on the brain tissue and force it downward 
into the spinal cord. Symptoms vary from 
person to person, but in Emily’s case, her 
main symptoms are severe headaches, 
poor motor coordination, difficulty with 
balance, and muscle weakness. This is 
her second round of physical therapy with 

me. Her first time receiving FECTS was in 2018 when she was only 4 years old. Emily has come a long 
way! She is highly motivated to participate in therapeutic activities and loves participating in extracurricular 
activities. Her balance and coordination has significantly improved. She even participated on her schools 
cheer team this year! Pictured is 4 year old Emily after completing a fine motor activity and 10 year old 
Emily in her cheer outfit.

 Thanks so much for your unwavering support and your trust in us to provide for the children of 
our wonderful community!

along with cleaning supplies. 
Andy Long PER and PDD  join 
me on this trip. Last but certainly 
not least is Tom S.( Air Force), 
joined by new member Bill 
David, we were able to get him 
a variety of items including food 
also. 
	 This kits are part of a the 
National program to help once 
homeless veterans that have 
found a new to them home get 
started. It is a very rewarding 
program and we get to know 

them on a one on one basis. Much more personal in my opinion. If anyone would like to help with the shopping 
trips please let me know.  Always looking for volunteers. 
	 Thank you to all that have helped with the Veterans in whatever way, whether it's shopping 
for non perishable food or hygiene products for the box at the Lodge or placing Flags honoring 
the Fallen. 

Samantha Yox, PT, DPT
Physical Therapist
Florida Elks Children's Therapy Services
m:	 (352) 257-9670
f:	 (352) 247-4822
w:	 floridaelks.org/children
e:	 samantha@floridaelkscts.org

https://elkstherapy.com/
http://floridaelks.org/donate
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You can help by becoming a Fidelity Member of ENF or make 
a one time donation. This years' goal is $5.00 per member. 
Current membership support for ENF is only 1.03% of our 
members. Imagine where we could be if we were at just 10% 
Please scan the QR Code or Click on the logo to sign up.

Community Investment Programs and Projects Update:

	 On May 17th, a group from Ocala Elks 
#286 (pictured here) volunteered at Stirrups ‘n 
Strides Therapeutic Riding Center during their 
Regional Competition. 
	 As part of an ongoing community 
investment project, the Ocala Elks have provided 
consistent support to Stirrups ‘n Strides for the 
past several years. This support includes essential 
items such as hay, feed, and other supplies, 
made possible through grants from the Elks 
National Foundation (ENF). In addition to material 
donations, Lodge members also volunteer 
their time throughout the year to assist with 
competitions, special events, and daily operations.
	 Stirrups ‘n Strides is a nonprofit therapeutic riding center that empowers individuals with 
physical, mental, and emotional challenges through equine-assisted activities. Their programs help 
improve balance, confidence, communication, and coordination, offering a unique and uplifting path to 
healing and independence.
	 Looking ahead, we are actively preparing ENF grant applications to fund meaningful projects 
throughout this Lodge year. These grants are a vital resource that helps us extend our charitable 
footprint and provide service in the Ocala/Marion community. 

Together, we are building a stronger, more compassionate community, one project at a time.

Thank you for supporting those who’ve served our country.

ENF - DOESN'T WORK WITHOUT YOU

	 A monument in the truest sense, the Elks National Memorial 
was built in 1926 to honor Americans whose profound sacrifices 
for the nation can never be recognized by mere words. With its 
massive dome, heroic sculptures and intricately detailed friezes, 
the Memorial is a distinctively American interpretation of classical 
greatness.
	 On this website, you can explore the Memorial without 
leaving your chair. You can read about the building's history or take 
a virtual tour. When you're ready to come and see the Memorial in 
person, you can plan your visit, too.

https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2?df_id=2420&2420.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T
https://www.elks.org/memorial/historicalTour.cfm
https://www.elks.org/memorial/memorialTour.cfm
https://www.elks.org/memorial/memorialTour.cfm
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OLEO
Welcome to Summer 2025!!! 

 I know, hard to believe but here we are.  The OLEO will be taking a couple of 
months off so our members can visit their families in the North or have them 
come to Ocala for a while.  Whatever the case, I hope you all have a wonder, 
happy and safe summer with your loved ones.  

Actually, since we are off for the months of June and July, there is not a lot go-
ing on with the girls.  Of course, let’s not forget to still visit the Elks for a lovely 

dinner, dancing, Bingo on Tuesday, Trivia on Wednesday.  And while you are playing Trivia, try one 
of the Member’s Chef dinners provided by a different member of the Elks and/or the OLEO.  Actually, 
they have been pretty darn good.  Congratulations Chefs!!

As a reminder, we have our upcoming events after summer is over.  Mark your calendars for the 
FLOE Conference in September, Bunco, the Fall Fashion Show, our annual Christmas Dinner/Dance 
and the Valentine’s Dinner/Dance.  But before that, we will be hosting the 25th Birthday of our Ocala 
Ladies of Elks Organization in July.

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS TO: Gail DeVilling, Maria Quiles, Diane Watson and to Boosters; Jack 
Mattheus, Mike Miller and David Morrill.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES

Carole Knight, President

ELK OF THE MONTH
	 At our regular Lodge meeting on May 8th, we proudly named 
Dina Gage as our Elk of the Month for May. 
	
	 Dina is a dedicated and active member who gives generously 
of her time. She regularly volunteers to serve hot meals through our 
community investment project at Interfaith Emergency Services and 
coordinates the schedule for our Trivia nights, often stepping in as 
caller herself. Dina also serves as an alternate Chaplain when needed 
and is a valued member of our Lodge’s membership committee. 
Dina's friendly, approachable nature and consistent involvement set a 
shining example of what it means to be a great Elk.

NEW FIRE RISER

	 While it's not a pretty asset, it is a necessary feature: the new Fire 
Sprinkler System was installed in May. Located in the southwest corner of 
the lounge, it mostly goes unnoticed by members (unless you happened 
to be in the lounge when the old one began its loud humming). The lodge 
had to close during the installation (thank you to all our members for 
understanding) as we could only have essential staff and the workers 
installing the system in the building. W.W. Gay (a division of SCIENS) 
worked with us to ensure that the lodge could be open to members on Friday 
night.
	 The system was installed on time and on budget. Now we are set for 
hopefully another 30 years.
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE LODGE & IN THE STATE
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE LODGE & IN THE STATE

https://floridaelks.org/images/stories/FSEA/president/Mike-Chandler/State-President-Visit-NCD.pdf
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ELECTED LODGE OFFICERS

Esquire
Bill  David

352-406-5904
wcdavid54@gmail.com

Exalted Ruler 
David Clayton
404-409-9785

davidelk286@gmail.com

Treasurer  
Connie Davis
352-239-0711

treasurer@elks286.org

Secretary
Bobbi Kassick  
352-732-7091

Secretary@elks286.org

Two Year
Kevin Gage

845-417-8808
sparky3274@msn.com

Loyal Knight
Pat Gilbert

352-355-0533
gilbertp1@cox.net

One Year
Alan May

352-239-0588
cmmay51@yahoo.com

TRUSTEES & LODGE ADVISOR

APPOINTED OFFICERS

Inner Guard
Melinda Miller
585-490-2755 

melindajonemiller@gmail.com

Organist
Ken Sarsony
352-857-6441 

tlv3@live.com

Tiler
Kathie Barkley
352-237-0718

chatkat98@aol.com

SPJ
Dan Hicks

352-351-3353
paula@danielhickspa.com

Five Year
Vinnie Crispino
352-581-3602

Vcrispino@outlook.com

 Lecturing Knight 
Carlos  Quiles
352-999-0592 
asi924@aol.com

Leading Knight
Emery Shepard
352-207-3323

emery@elks286.org 

Four Year
Barbara Shepard 

352-460-7209 
Barbara@floridaelks.org

Lodge Advisor
Nick Miller

352-602-0441
nick@feyc.org

LODGE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Committee Chairman Email
House Linda Moulton house@elks286.org
Flag Day Alan May cmmay51@yahoo.com

Veterans Pam Kinard pammanella@
embarqmail.com

Investigations Ken DeVilling      sram814@aol.com    
Co-Chairman David Morrill DLMRacing@gmail.com

Elks Memorial 
Day Bobbi Kassick bobbikass@yahoo.com

Entertainment Kathie Barkley chatkat98@aol.com
Sporting Clays Ken Davis kdavisauto@aol.com

Committee Chairman Email
ENF Grant 
Coordinator George Griffin, III 

Elks National 
Foundation 
Fundraising

Emery Shepard Emery@Elks286.org

Harry Anna Trust   
Fundraising Emery Shepard Emery@Elks286.org

Scholarships David Renau avidseek839@centurylink.net

Membership Carlos Quiles asi924@aol.com

Chaplain
Elijah Allison

352-209-9605
Allison.elijah1999

@gmail.com

Three Year 
 Dan Hicks

352-351-3353
paula@danielhickspa.com

mailto:davidelk286%40gmail.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Lodge%20Newsletter
mailto:treasurer%40elks286.org?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:ecretary%40elks286.org%20?subject=
mailto:sparky3274%40msn.com%20?subject=From%20Lodge%20Newsletter
mailto:gilbertp%40cox.net%20?subject=From%20Ocala%20Newsletter
mailto:cmmay51%40yahoo.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:melindajonemiller%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tlv3%40live.com?subject=
mailto:chatkat98%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:paula%40danielhickspa.com%20?subject=From%20Ocala%20Lodge%20Newsletter
mailto:Vcrispino%40outlook.com?subject=From%20Lodge%20286%20Newsletter
mailto:asi924%40aol.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:emery%40elks286.org?subject=From%20Newletter
mailto:Barbara%40floridaelks.org?subject=From%20Ocala%20Lodge%20Newsletter
mailto:house%40elks286.org?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:cmmay51%40yahoo.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:sram814%40aol.com%20?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:DLMRacing%40gmail.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:bobbikass%40yahoo.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:chatkat98%40aol.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:kdavisauto%40aol.com?subject=From%20Ocala%20Elks%20Newsltter
mailto:Emery%40Elks286.org?subject=Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:Emery%40Elks286.org?subject=Ocala%20Elks%20Newsletter
mailto:Allison.elijah1999%20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Allison.elijah1999%20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:paula%40danielhickspa.com%20?subject=From%20Ocala%20Lodge%20Newsletter
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OCALA ELKS WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Secretary Monday-Friday 1:00PM-5:00PM
Catering Office Monday-Friday 8:00AM-1:00PM
Sunday & Monday Closed

Tuesday 
Lounge & 
Kitchen Open
BINGO

4:00PM 

5:30PM
Wednesday is volunteer night

Wednesday
Trivia & Queen 
of Hearts 

Lounge & 
Kitchen Open
Trivia

4:00PM 

6:00PM
2nd & 4th
Thursday

Meeting Nights 
Lounge Open

6:00-7:00PM and 
after the meeting 

Friday Lounge & 
Kitchen Open 4:00PM

Saturday Lounge & 
Kitchen Open 4:00PM

CONTACT PHONE NUMBERS
Weekly Events 352-732-7091 Ext 0
Secretary Phone 352-732-7091 Ext 1
Lounge 352-732-7091 Ext 2
Catering 352-732-7091 Ext 3
Treasurer 352-239-0711

HATF and ENF as of 4/30/2025
ENF $190.00
Harry Anna $413.00
Harry-Anna 
Sustaining 
Donors

22 members  $413.00

Current Lodge Membership as of 6/6/2025
Total Candidates Reinstated Delinquent % Delinquent

562 12 0 109 19.22

Read the Elks Magazine 

Log on or create your 
Elks.org user account by 
clicking here.

You can update your 
information to receive 
the Elks Magazine online 
instead of receiving it in 
the mail.

Lodge Rental Rates
Warner Wilson  $50.00 
Card Room  $100.00 
Patio  $100.00 
Lounge $150.00
Lodge Room  $150.00 
Dining Room  $150.00 

Elks and Flag Day
BPO Elks delegates to the 1907 Grand Lodge
Convention voted to adopt June 14 as Elks 
Flag Day. An optional Flag Day ritual was 
devised and approved by the 1908 Grand 
Lodge Convention, and in 1911, the BPOE 

made a Flag Day 
ceremony mandatory 
for all lodges of the 
Order. The adoption of 
the holiday by a major 
fraternal organization,
which by 1911 had nearly 
360,000 members in
nearly 1,200 lodges 
nationwide, was a 
significant step forward 
in the campaign to 
create a regular national 

observance of the birthday of the US flag. 
This 1917 poster commemorating Flag Day 
reflects the growing movement in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
toward the establishment of an annual 
celebration of the US flag’s birthday.

https://www.elks.org/elksmag/online/default.cfm
https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/newsletter.cfmelks.org
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It Pays to Attend Lodge Meetings
Date Drawings Amount Member/Winner

5/08/2025 Previous Meeting $25.00 Dan Hicks Present
5/08/2025 50/50 $62.00 David Breitenbecker
5/08/2025 20/20 1st Drawing $150.00 Mariene Duliba
5/08/2025 20/20 2nd Drawing $100.00 Dina Gage
5/22/2025 20/20 1st Drawing $150.00 David Wilber
5/22/2025 20/20 2nd Drawing $100.00 Ruben Lamb

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

Robert E. Gordon 01
Thomas Lea, III 01
Owen Shelton 01
Hermann Winters 03
Bradley E. Richell 05
James R. Sheffield 07
Edwin J. Smith, Jr. 07
Wayne Argo, PER 08
Ralph R. Shollenberger, Sr. 08
Glen Goodwin 09
Fred S. Jackson 09
David Lamar Morrill 10
Donald G. Williams 11
Jacques Ford 12
Michael Miller, PER 13

James P. Goulette 14
Morgan S. Evans 16
Doreen Penn 16
Louise M. Haddock 17
J. R. Bloodworth 18
Bill David 18
Donald C. Parr 18
Christine A. Bradshaw 19
Charles C. Broaderick 19
Daniel Hicks 19
Francis John Cerruto 20
John E. Futch, PER 20
Ronald M. Gartman 20
Atha M. Andrews 21
Gene B. Camp                                         21

Clarence Quast 22
Terry E. Bovaird 24
Eli Allison 25
Steven T. Arnold 25
Teddy Feaster, Jr. 25
John D. Hatfield 25
Carlo Caturano 26
Roy R. Wimmer 27
Robert C. Luke 28
Jack L. Mattheus 28
Violet A. Matthews 28
Theodore Houck 29
Terry McCormack 30

HARRY ANNA TRUST

    Emery Shepard, Leading Knight

	 We started a new year of Harry-Anna and ENF giving on April 1. Thank you to the 
OLEOs for their donation of $2,500 at the State Convention that gave us a nice head start 
on our Harry-Anna goal.
The sustaining donors are increasing us by $413 each month. Becoming a sustaining donor 
with just a $19 a month donation from your credit, debit card or by ACH transfer from your 
bank account is really an easy and great way to help us grow. We could easily meet our 
annual goal if just 31 of our members gave at least $19 a month. That’s just over 5% of our 

current membership!
	 We need a lot of volunteers this year for the sporting clays event in October. We would like one person 
at every station to "Pull" the clays and offer other opportunities for our participants to contribute. We need help 
with getting teams and businesses to sponsor stations or there are other levels of giving.
	 This annual event has the potential to become a major fund-raiser for the Ocala Lodge as well as 
getting our name in the community, which can also lead to membership. If you can help and join our committee, 
please contact Ken or Connie Davis. October seems like a long way off; however, it will be here before you 
know it.
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A THANK YOU  TO OUR LOCAL BUSINESS SPONSORS:  
CLICK ON THEIR CARD TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITES

Authorized to offer

Susan Tate
Elite Licensed Sales Agent

Tate & Associates

(352) 207-8607 
sjtate@gate.net 
www.myuhcagent.com/susan-tate

8810 SW Hwy 200 
Unit 104 
Ocala, FL 34481

The Shotgun Raffle has 
started. If you'd like to help 
by selling or purchasing 
tickets please contact 
Connie Davis or Bobbi 
Kassick. Let's break last 
years record sales

E-Mail Scam Alert for Lodge Members  
Dear Members, 
	 We continue to have email scam attacks by criminals that are trying to exploit you, the 
members of Ocala Lodge 286. The latest was a really targeted email that appeared to be asking 
you for help. Please remember that no officer, member, or OLEO will ever ask you to help with 
paying the expenses of the lodge.

David Clayton, Exalted Ruler

http://www.AAAInc.com
http://edwardjones.com/nick-navetta
http://kendavisauto.com
https://delucatoyota.com
http://feyc.org
http://elkssportingclays.com
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702 NE 25th Ave
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Florida State Elks Association
Elks Grand Lodge Convention
 Kansas City, MO 6/29-7/2 2025

Elks Day at the Rays (Tampa Bay) 7/19/2025

State President Visit
North Central District Inverness Lodge 7/25-26/2025

Midyear Conference 
Rosen Centre Orlando 11/13-15/2025

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

June
Thursday 5th Board of Directors Meeting 6:00PM

Saturday 7th Belmont Stakes at the Lodge 
4:00PM

Thursday 12th Lodge Meeting 7:00PM

Saturday 14th Flag Day 3:00PM

Sunday 15th Father's Day Breakfast

Thursday 26th Lodge Meeting 7:00PM

Saturday 28th Night at the Copa (Ticketed Event)

July
Thursday 3rd Board of Directors Meeting 6:00PM

Friday 4th Special Menu

Thursday 10th Lodge Meeting 7:00PM

Thursday 22nd Lodge Meeting 7:00PM

June Entertainment
Friday 6th Chris Diamond

Friday 13th Party with Arty

Friday 20th Tim Hargis

Friday 27th Rockie & Michelle

FLOE
Conference - Daytona Beach 9/18-20/2025


