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From Yoy

Exaffed

During the past year, in the monthly bulletins, I started
my articles with an inspirational quote pertaining to
kindness. I appreciate all the members that mentioned
to me that they enjoyed the quotes and felt that during
this past year there was more kindness within Elks Lodge
409. This year I will be doing the same, only focusing
on RESPECT; respect for each other, respect for Elks
Lodge 409 and respect for the Elks organization.

"Respect is a fundamental wvalue that encompasses
acknowledging the worth and dignity of others. It
involves treating individuals with kindness, fairness, and
consideration, regardless of their differences or opinions.”
— Anonymous

Elks Lodge 409, once again, has a dedicated group of
new officers for the 2025/2026 year: Gail Maschino,
Exalted Ruler; Kathryn Bartee, Leading Knight; Mike
Thorne, Loyal Knight; George Buchanan, Lecturing
Knight; Connie Nichols, Esquire; Bob Peace, Secretary;
Smokie Findley, Treasurer; TBA, Chaplain; Richard
Peterson, Inner Guard; and Sissy Hurst, Tiler. Our
trustees are: Wayde Deragowski, Frank Stevens, Leslie
Davidson, Teddy Fleck, and Mike McKee. I want to
thank you and let you know how much I appreciate all
our officers during the past year and all the officers for
this coming year. I would like to thank the following
members for their services to the Lodge over the
past year: Leading Knight Janet Glenn, Chaplain
Chuck Smith, Tiler Gloria Fairchild, and Trustee Earl
Garrett. Please let all of Elks Lodge 409 officers, past
and present, know how much we appreciate their
dedication and commitment to our Lodge.

It's a new year in our Elk world. I hope everyone is
ready to get involved with the charitable programs

in the Lodge. I'm looking forward to working with
Mandie Swaim as she takes over as the Chairman of our
Veterans Committee. Thank you, Nolan Moody for the
great job you did leading the Veterans Committee the
past three years. Janet Glenn is the new president of the
Ladies Auxiliary and thank you, Sandy Randall (R.I.P.)
for your leadership as president this past year. PERs
Linda and Tom Hrdlicka continue to do an excellent
job with our Community Activities program. Gloria
Fairchild was the Chairperson for Drug Awareness,
Esquire Connie Nichols was chair of Youth Activities,
and Leading Knight Kathryn Bartee did a great job
guiding her Scholarship Committee this past year.
Thank you to everyone that has helped with these
committees. In future bulletins I will let you know who
are the chairs of each program and the opportunities
for our members to get involved.

PER Amy Smith and her Entertainment Committee
will continue to provide musical entertainment for our
Lodge members and guests. We are looking forward
to having karaoke more often in the lounge, which is
always a fun night.

We will continue to work toward having lunches and
dinners at the Lodge, along with fun activities in
the lounge.

Thank you to every member of Elks Lodge 409. You
are the ones that make our Lodge great; supporting
the Lodge through donations and volunteering for our
different events.

Elks Care ~ Elks Share

Yours in Elkdom
Gail Maschino
Exalted Ruler

Community Activities

Thank you everyone for your continued support of
saving the cans. A full load was taken to the recycling
center. Everyone's cans really add up and remember
spring is just right around the corner.

The can collection program helps support the Lodge's
Christmas Food Baskets.

PER’s Tom & Linda Hrdlicka, Chairs
Community Activities

Charity < Justice -

Brotherly Love -

Fidelity
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Applications for Membership:

AndrewPyle . ........... ... ... ... oo Proposed By: Mike Thorne
Karey B. Holiday . ........................ Proposed By: Wayde Deragowski
Carley S. Walton. . . ............................ Proposed By: Terry White
BryanBarr ........... ... ... . ... o L Proposed By: Gail Maschino
Mark Hunter. .. .............................. Proposed By: Shelby Miller
JeffSmith. . ......... ... ... .o oo Proposed By: Heather Sade
Gloria J. Osborne . ........................... Proposed By: Ronda Shirley

Lodge Secretary,
Bob Peace

* * * REMINDER * * *

There will be a vote Thursday, April 3, 2025, during our Lodge meeting,

on a proposal for a pool to be built by Dirtworks, General Contractor,
in the amount of $650,000.

2nd Annual
Eden Animal Haven

Rock the Cat's Paw!

Sunday, April 6th
at Elks Lodge #409

Doors open at 2:30 pm

Live music by the Beach Cats
and MoCandy, games,
silent auction, dancing,
cash bar & taco food truck
until 7 pm

Tickets $20 in advance
$30 at the door

Ladies Auxiliary

GAME NIGHT

at the ElRs 409

Show Me the
Money
Saturday, April 5
Food at 6 pm
Game starts at 7 pm

$10 Spud Bar
w/sides, munchies,
and desserts

$20 to play

All Lodge members welcome.

www.edenanimalhaven.org
This is a fundraiser for
Eden Animal Haven

which is a no-kill cage-free %
cat shelter in Brighton, MO. =¥

Hope to see you there!

TBD
2024-25 Citizen of the Year

TBD TBD TBD
2024-25 Officer of the Year 2024-25 Elk of the Year 2024-25 Recruiter of the Year
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Dresident (Submitted 3/7/25)
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Ah . .. my last message in the bulletin. Our elections
took place the evening of March 13 and the bulletin
deadline was at noon. Our incoming president, Janet
Glenn, asked me to take care of our April article.

I want to say to all our Ladies Auxiliary members,
"Thank you". I have enjoyed being your president very
much. I hope to continue service in whatever capacity
I am needed. It's been a great year, and a very special
one for me.

I'm finishing the year with a project dear to my heart;
the 409 cookbook. A couple of months ago I was
looking for a recipe in my 409 cookbook from 1991. It
occurred to me that things have changed a bit. Tastes
and preferences have changed. Many of the Ladies
from our Lodge who have recipes in the older book
have passed on. I asked for a committee to help me put
this together. Wow! I think I have the best of the best:
Randi Heard, Committee Chairman, Rachel Campbell,
Jeanne Jones, Nowetta Kinnick, and Sandy Copeland.
We are all passionate about this project and it is going
to be a beautiful book, in Elks 409 honor. This is not
a fundraising project, but a labor of love. Watch for
the cookbook to be finished and offered at a very
competitive price. Great for gifts!

Ladies, did you notice we have new toilets in our
bathroom? A big thank you to Frank Stevens and
his company, H-VAC. We got three quotes, all very
competitive and we wanted to work with our fellow
Elks. Good choice Ladies. Thank you, Frank!

Our installation of officers will take place April 10th.
We will start our meeting promptly at 6 pm with dinner,
drinks & social time to follow. Our members and their
guests are welcome to join us.

Janet will report the new officers in the May bulletin.

If you are a Lady Elk, a spouse of an Elk, or a widow of
an Elk, we invite you to visit our meeting in May. Join us
if you feel like becoming more involved in your Lodge.
It's a great way to meet your fellow members. We can
do "good" by ourselves, but we can be "great" together.

Thank you again for a happy, inspirational year. Janet
is going to be a wonderful president. Janet, we are all
here to support you.

Sandy Randall (R.I.P.), President
Ladies Auxiliary

it 1A
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IN MEMORIAM

To Our Absent Members
An Elk Is Never Forgotten,
Never Forsaken...

Roy Hurd
Born: September 1, 1938
Initiated: September 16, 1965
Passed Away: March 2, 2025

David Anderson
Born: March 17, 1949
Initiated: June 18, 2015
Passed Away: March 8, 2025

Charles Chappell
Born: January 2, 1938
Initiated: September 20, 1990
Passed Away: March 8, 2025

Sandy Randall
Born: October 10, 1945
Initiated: September 19, 2019
Passed Away: March 14, 2025

Benevolent Trust

“Dentistry on Wheels”

This organization was incorporated in order to have
a functioning group to operate the Elks State Major
Project; The Dental Program.

Since 1962, Mobile Dental Units purchased and
equipped by the Elks have served the dental needs

of eligible physically challenged/developmentally
disabled adults and children.

Basic and routine dental treatments include x-rays,
examinations, cleanings, fluoride treatments, fillings,
routine extractions, and referrals. Each year dental
procedures are performed on more than 3,000 patients.
The value of these services is over $700,000. This is
where we contribute.

It is a privilege to be a member of Elks Lodge #409.

Wayde Deragowski, Chairman
Benevolent Trust

GUYS NIGHT IS BACK 3rd Monday each month For more info contact: Scott Grassa 417-522-5344




Elks National Veterans
Servzce

Report

7=g Greetings from your
Veterans Committee. This
i will be my final partial
g article for our bulletin
and again, I want to thank
all of our supporters over
the past three years. This
is to introduce your new
Veterans Committee Chair,
Mandie Swaim. Mandie
comes from Sioux Falls,
South Dakota She joined the U.S. Army fresh out of
high school and was honorably discharged in 2006. She
proudly joined Springfield Elks Lodge #409 in 2023.
She has been actively involved in the Elks Veterans
Committee and is looking forward to expanding
programs, initiatives, and fundraisers to better support
the local Veteran community. Passionate about health
and wellness, she volunteered at CoxHealth, training
women in the community and started a fitness group
for moms with babies. She also dedicated time to
CARE Animal Rescue volunteering with animal welfare
efforts. You can read her story in the March bulletin.

Semper Fidelis, Nolan.

I want to start by thanking Nolan Moody for his
confidence in me and for believing that I will be
successful in this role. I am truly honored to follow in his
footsteps and will continue the tradition of helping our
local Veterans and those among us who need support.

I would also like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to
the EVC for selecting me to serve on the veterans
Committee. Itis truly an honor, and I am excited for the
opportunity to contribute to such an important cause.
One of my primary goals is to enhance fundraising
efforts for the committee so that we can provide even
greater support to our local Springfield Veterans.

Helping those in need has always been a deep passion
of mine. It is something I have felt called to do for as
long as I can remember, and joining the Lodge has
only strengthened my motivation to make a difference.
Seeing the impact that a strong, dedicated community
can have has inspired me to take action in new and
meaningful ways.

This passion is also something I see reflected in my
youngest son. Whenever he sees someone in need,
he tells me that when he grows up, he wants to be
rich — not for himself, but so he can give all his money
away to help others have food and a warm home. His
pure-hearted desire to help others has given me so
many ideas for ways we, as a Lodge and as a community,

can come together to support those who have served
our country.

With the support of the EVC members and the
Elks Lodge members, I believe we can make a real
difference in the lives of our local Veterans. I look
forward to working alongside all of you to bring these
ideas to life and to continue the incredible work of this
committee. Thank you again for this opportunity — I am
truly honored to serve.

POW/MIA information can be found at:
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)
(www.dpaa.mil)

April dates to remember:

April 5 - Gold Star Spouses Day
* Honors the surviving spouses of military
service members who lost their lives in
service to the country.

April 9 - National Former Prisoner of War
Recognition Day
® Recognizes and honors the courage
of former American POWs and
their sacrifices.

April 14 - Air Force Reserve Birthday (1948)
® Celebrates the establishment of the
U.S. Air Force Reserve, which provides
critical support to active-duty forces.

April 23 - Army Reserve Birthday (1908)
® Marks the founding of the
U.S. Army Reserve, an essential
component of the U.S. Army.

Month of the Military Child (Observed all of April)
® Recognizes the resilience, sacrifices, and
contributions of children in military families.
Many communities and bases hold special events
to honor them.

This we'll defend.
Mandie Swaim, Chairman
Veterans Committee

BINGO

Bingo is staying very busy. We have been averaging 115
players; this is great.

Our progressive jackpot continues to grow. Because
St. Patrick's Day fell on a "Monday Bingo Night", all
players received a free dauber and a free extra sheet to
play any game. Players always enjoy free things.

Bingo is at the Bingo Emporium, 2345 W. Catalpa
Street. Doors open at 3 pm, sales start at 4:30, and
Bingo starts at 6:30. We give out $4,400 in Bingo cash
and you can play other tab side games for cash. Come
join the fun, play, or volunteer.

If you have any questions please feel free to call me
(Linda) at 417-576-3913.

PER’s Linda & Tom Hrdlicka, Chairs
Bingo
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Eths, Lodge 909
Singles Wews

Our group had a very special visitor from The Salvation
Army. Hollee Ellis, with The Salvation Army, was there
to present to our club a trophy for raising the most
money in a contest that was held in November and
December. Our special individuals who participated
in the bell ringing were: Smokie Findley, Tom Bray,
PER Shirley Keck, Jeannie Jones, Joe Halbert, Judy
Patterson, and Jennifer Dixson. Congratulations to
all those who gave up their time to ring the bell. Our
group is looking forward to doing it again this year.

The 2024-2025 term for the sitting officers for the
Singles has come to an end. After our celebration of
the award it was back to business and the election of
the new officers for 2025-2026. Nominations were open
to the floor for treasurer, secretary, vice-president,
and president. The following individuals were
elected for a second term: Smokie Findley, Treasurer;
PER Shirley Keck, Secretary; Tom Bray, Vice-President;
Cathy Latona, President. Thank you all for the vote
and the confidence you place with us. I look forward to
another wonderful year.

The monthly breakfast was held at Ziggies North. As
I state each month, all who attend the breakfast has
a good time. This is held once a month and always at
Ziggies North. Please everyone who can, stop by, have
breakfast and enjoy the camaraderie.

The movie for the month was Last Breath. Everyone met
at Springfield 8 and enjoyed a great movie. As is the
custom, after the movie the group met at EI Puente for
dinner and happy hour.

The monthly dinner was held at Mundos Latin Kitchen
and Bar located in Ozark. This is one of the group's
favorite places to eat and that is why we elected to meet

there again. The food is very good and a good time was
had by all.

At our next meeting, April 1, the Singles will be
installing the elected officers for the 2025-2026 year.
We will be serving food catered in after the meeting.

Cathy Latona, President
Elks #409 Singles

Left to Right: Hollee Ellis, Smokie Findley, Tom Bray, Shirley Keck,
Jeanne Jones, Joe Halbert, Judy Patterson, Jennifer Dixson

(QUEEN OF HEarTs

Wednesday Evenings
Ticket Sales Start at 6 pm - Drawing at 7 pm

Spring is in the air and we hope everyone is looking
forward to warm sunny days. As always we would like to
thank the membership for the support they have shown
and the volunteers for their help making our Queen of
Hearts game successful.

The 50/50 will be hosted by the Veterans Committee
for the month of April. Showing your support for our
Veterans is truly an honor and privilege.

Hope to see everyone on Wednesday evenings for a
chance at the big money!

Kathy Purdy and Brenda Garrett
Chairpersons
Queen of Hearts

#409 Book Club

Meetings are held the 3rd Monday of each month.

Our next book discussion will be on

Monday, April 21, 2025 at 6 - 8 pm at the Lodge.

The book for discussion will be "Firefly Lane"
by Kristin Hanna.

All 409 Elle members are welcome.

April Specials in the Lounge

(No One Under 21 is allowed in the Lounge Area
by City Ordinance)

Monday - Saturday 3 to 7 pm & Sunday All Day

50¢ off all regular priced beverages
Guys Night is 3rd Monday of each month.

Ladies Night is Last Tuesday of each month. There
will be drink specials just for the Ladies.

Ask Bartenders about Daily Drink Specials.

i£75 LD 7D
THE RACES

April 11,12, 13,2025
We are off to the races! The bus is full.

If you missed out, you can sign-up on the
waiting list in the office.

Looking forward to a great time with Elk friends.
Contact Linda at 417-576-3913 with questions.

3050 50 50 50 30




Vetinan, of the Month

Dorianne Celine May — born as
Dorianne Celine Payne, grew up
in Springfield, MO, attending the
4 Catholic School system. She had a
L | special love of animals, plants, and
8" sports. She had always dreamed
of entering the medical field. In
high school, when she was offered
a nursing scholarship through
the Army, she accepted that scholarship and went
to what was then Central Missouri State University
in Warrensburg, MO, to complete her Bachelors of
Science Nursing Degree. She received her commission
to the Army in 1999 as a Second Lieutenant, then
went on to Army Officer Basic School in San Antonio,
TX. Her first duty station was at Fort Leonard Wood,
MO, where she honed her nursing skills and decided
to apply for the Army Anesthesia program as a First
Lieutenant. She was accepted into this school in 2003
and returned to San Antonio for her training and
Officer Advanced Course. Phase two of the program
was in Fort Hood, TX, where she specialized in
Regional Anesthesia for orthopedic injuries of soldiers
and Obstetric Anesthesia. It was there she achieved the
rank of Captain. Dorianne's first assignment as a Nurse
Anesthetist 66F was at Fort Jackson, SC. There she
continued to hone her skills in anesthesia, specifically
Regional Anesthesia, and as an instructor to nearby
University of South Carolina anesthesia students.

In 2007 she was given orders to deploy to Baghdad,
Iraq; a particularly grueling deployment in the summer
of 2007 Iraq Enduring Freedom. She was deployed with
the 86th Combat Support Hospital in the Green Zone
where their mission was to save as many lives as possible.
Wounded soldiers, contractors, allies, and prisoners of

war were flown in daily from across the region with life
threatening injuries. Both units maintained over a 95%
save rate for even catastrophic bombing victims. Their
other humanitarian mission was providing long-term
burn care to pediatric Iraqi children. Adding to the
stress and danger of the mission were daily rocket
assaults from across the Tigris River; with one attack
directly on the hospital on Thanksgiving Day, injuring
several surgeons and staff members. Upon returning
to stateside, Dorianne was stationed at Fort Irwin, CA,
and achieved the rank of Major. There she specialized
in Medi Vac Flights of the sick and injured, Obstetric
Anesthesia, and mentoring.

Dorianne was medically retired due to injuries sustained
in Iraq after over ten years of Active Duty Service. During
her service, she received the Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,
Iraq Campaign Medal with Campaign Star, and Army
Service Ribbon.

After her Army service, Dorianne has been enjoying
raising her 18 year old son, Evander. She has been
practicing anesthesia for nearly 20 years total; after the
Army, in Kansas City and Springfield. She specializes in
Ophthalmic and Rural Anesthesia.

Her hobbies include reading, gardening, traveling,
poker, and raising animals.

She joined the Springfield Elks Lodge #409 in 2024
to meet new friends and give back to the community
through the Elks Veterans Committee. We are excited
to have Dorianne as a member of Elks #409 and the
Veterans Committee. We thank you, Dorianne, for your
service to our country and our community!

Submitted by,
Zella M. Duff

Lunch at the Lodge!

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
11am-2pm

Qi (Chee) Gong Class
Mondays at 4 - 4:45 pm

Laura Kinser, Instructor
Questions? See flyers in the Lodge.

R sAmungThorns"% O the ?{W on{”

Flowers & Gifts

Elks 15% Discount
Flowers, Gifts, Plants, Weddings,
Events, Same Day Delivery

(417) 720-4004

RoseAmongThorns.florist f

2030 S.Stewart St. (Behind Plaza Shopping Center)

> ol Real Estate
‘| Wes Hester, Broker

wes @ on-the-homefront.com I:E
www.on-the-homefront.com b

NIGHT
BOARDING

ANIMAL CARE CENTER
Academy Boarding & Grooming

Philip R. Brown, DVM
2424 S. Campbell, Ste 110
Springfield, MO 65807
417-883-7600
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BOHANNON

AUTO SERNVICES
Darin & Kristi Bohannon
Mechanics you can trust... our reputation is riding on it.

2323 E. Bennett, Springfield, MO 65804

881-2240

Kristi@BohannonAutoServices.com

8 GROOM ROOM
> A,

féall Shari for Appointment
417-887-7757

PAWS PET SITTING

Licensed & Insured

Small Breed Grooming

‘
2
P
‘.K".‘ ”',.

Call Cristi for Appointment
913-396-1974

Daylight 'Q
Rentals LLC

Pat Dittmer  Broker Manager

417-830-3908
patdittmer@att.net

Property Management
Residential & Commercial

Taking the stress out of your rentals

Recycle your
aluminum cans at

your Lodge.

(to help fund our Christmas
Food Basket Program) .

Heating « Air Conditioning « Ventilation e
Plumbing « Duct Cleaning

H-VAC*

417-886-2808
1477 E. Trafficway, Springfield, MO 65802

LENNOX )
PREMIERDEALER

Frank Stevens - President
frankstevens@h-vac.net www.h-vac.net

ABC MINI STORAGE

Judy Modglin
Owner

309 N. Lulwood - Springfield
219 N. Cedar - Republic

Office: 417 831-1741
Fax: 417 831-3214

www.abcstoragemo.com
“For all your storage needs, big or small.”
Gated, Secure, Lighted, Video Surveillance

Mention this ad to get $10 off your first month.

Support Your Lodge - Volunteer for Bingo




