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PRESS RELEASE

February 22, 2025

From Barbara Martin
Exalted Ruler
Boise Lodge #310

RE: Boise Elks Lodge Annual Law Enforcement Award Ceremony

On February 21st, 2024, the Boise Elks Lodge recognized local law enforcement officers with
awards for Community Service, Lifesaving, and Valor. The awards were presented during a
dinner ceremony attended by the awardees, their family members, and coworkers. This year's
recipients included the Eagle Police Department, Star Police Department, and Idaho State
Police.

Deputy Brandon Fitzpatrick from the Eagle Police Department received the Award for
Community Service for his role as an acting field commander and his leadership in improving
cooperation between state and local agencies. He has enhanced the Eagle Police Department's
ability to identify and reduce crime in the City of Eagle through intelligence driven enforcement
targeting gangs and narcotics trafficking.

Idaho State Police Detectives Chris Pohanka and Jamie Wood were awarded recognition for
Lifesaving for their actions in rescuing an unconscious motorist on the highway. The detectives
noticed the vehicle swerving in traffic, so they pulled along the side of the car and saw the
driver unconscious at the wheel. They positioned their vehicle in front of the car, controlled its
speed, and safely brought it to a stop. The unconscious driver received medical aid and was
taken to the hospital.

Deputy Ryan Neill of the Star Police Department received the Medal of Valor for his response in
rescuing three children who were in their home with an armed family member. After learning
about the threat and lack of immediate backup, Deputy Neill coordinated with the children to
exit the home safely using their cellphones. Despite the danger of potential gunfire, he drove to
the front of the home and successfully evacuated the children without injury.



From left to right: Committee chairman James Bovet, Deputy Brandon Fitzpatrick, Deputy Ryan
Neill, Star Police Chief Zackary Hessing, Boise Elks Lodge Exalted Ruler Barbara Martin, ISP
Detectives Chris Pohanka and Jamie Wood, ISP Captain Mike Winans (front uniformed) and Eagle
Police Chief Travis Ruby
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