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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 
Summer is upon us – the hu-
midity is back – temperatures 
are inching up and life is good 
here in Eastern Pasco Coun-
ty. We have had a busy month 
of May with lots going on. The 
weekly events are continuing 
and have had good support.  
 
On Tuesdays, Karla’s Karao-
ke has brought great enter-
tainment to us, both from her 
efforts and those members 

who have shared their talents. Light meals are also 
available, come in and join us. The Tuesday venue will 
continue all summer, the fun starts at 4pm.  
 
On Wednesday’s, the meal starts at 4:30, and the 
drawings begin at 6:15. Bar Rodeo starts at 6:30pm. 
This fast paced game is sure to keep your attention.  
 
Thursdays is Bingo, doors open at 4pm and the games 
start at 6pm. Bingo is supported every week by a hard 
working group of volunteers. These volunteers not only 
run Bingo but provide food from the kitchen to quench 
your appetite. Without Bingo, your Lodge’s contribu-
tions to the charities and Veterans we support would 
not be possible.  
 
Fridays is our locally famous fish fry. Your Lodge will 
have these same events going on all summer, please 
come out and support our Lodge and become one of 
the volunteers who make this all possible. The Lounge 
will be closed on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday 
throughout the summer.  
 
The 118th Florida State Elks Association was held the 
last weekend in May in Orlando. The weekend was 
filled with membership meetings, pageantry and fellow-
ship. If you have never attended, you might want to 
consider this opportunity in another year.  
 
Your Lodge will be conducting the Flag Day ceremony 
at 11:00 am on June 14. This is a very impressive cere-
mony and is supported not only by the Lodge, but by 
the Zephyrhills community leadership and the JROTC 
from Zephyrhills High School. Come and be part of this 
and learn about the traditions of our National Flag. 
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A Father’s Day dinner will be held on June 16, Fathers 
eat at no charge, see the details in this newsletter. 
 
Communication is a very vital part of any organization’s 
life. Here at your Lodge, we try to be vigilant about ade-
quate and timely communication. We are not always 
perfect and are always looking for ways to improve. If 
anyone has any ideas or would like to become part of 
the communication and outreach process, please con-
tact the Office. All help is welcome and everyone has a 
talent that can be shared. The same holds true for vol-
unteers, how many times have you heard, “If we only 
had one more volunteer…” please consider coming out 
to help, you don’t have to wait to be asked to help your 
Lodge, jump in, speak up to others engaged in an event 
and ask how you can help. Again, all help is welcome 
and everyone has a talent that can be shared. Our 
Lodge will be the better for it. 
 
The second Exalted Ruler of our Lodge, Russell Heffelf-
inger PER and his wife Lee have compiled a history of 
our Lodge in its early days. Russ was ER in 1988-1989. 
Discussion to start a lodge in Zephyrhills actually start-
ed in 1986. It did not take long to find enough men (yes, 
men only in that day and age) to obtain a charter. How-
ever, it was the ladies (self-described as “Elkettes”) who 
actually did a lot of the recruiting. Our first installation 
was on May 16, 1987 at the Zephyrhills High School. 
Later in 1987, the decision was made to rent a building 
at 6739 Gall Blvd, the current site of Dr. Mahootchi’s 
office. After much renovation, the first event was held 
on October 29, Bingo! Other events soon followed and 
our Lodge grew to where we are today. Russ and Lee 
are often in our Lodge on Friday nights selling 50/50 
tickets, when you stop by to buy a ticket, say “hi” to 
Russ and Lee and thank them for their foresight and 
efforts.  If anyone else has pictures or remembrances of 
our history, please pass them along. 
 
Planning ahead – the Arizona Diamondbacks will be 
playing the Tampa Bay Rays on Sunday, August 18 at 
1:40pm. It is Elks Day at the Rays! You can purchase 
tickets thru the Florida State Elks home page. Tickets 
are $40 for a lower level seat and includes a TB Rays/
Elks cobranded ball cap. The Harry-Anna Foundation 
will receive a $5.00 donation from every ticket sold. 
Please consider supporting the game and the Harry-
Anna Foundation. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Volunteer of the Month for June is Bob Worth. 
Bob is at our Lodge every week to call the numbers 
and keep the games moving and interesting. Thank 
you to Kathy and Bob for all you do. 

The Elk of the Month for June is Kathy Honkala. 
Kathy is being recognized for her steadfast sup-
port of Bingo. She was instrumental in defining the 
new Bingo system and displays we now have at 
our Lodge.  Congratulations Kathy! 

 

Frʝə Tȱɏ 
LodȰɏ SeʎȾetʋʢɨ 
Niɭɖ SɭʕwɼɊ 

Dress for General Meetings 
 

The Lodge General Meeting is once a month now and 
since we are asking our new members to wear business 
casual clothing for their initiation, it is only fair that we 
ask our members who attend to wear the same, 
This would include long pants for our gentlemen mem-
bers and no shorts for either gender.  

Clip Coupon for Free Birthday Drink! 

Happy  Birthday!!! 

 

New Candidates for Membership 

Ken Anglet 

James A. Reed 

Nancy Register 

Patricia Riggs 

Mark J. Tonelli 

Mary Vaughn 

Have a great month and see you at our Lodge. 

Elks – Elks Care and Elks Share. 

Kar Finnimore 
Exalted Ruler 

(ER Message Continued from page 1) 
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HELP, HELP, HELP! 
 

Won’t you please help……When fin-
ished with your beverage from the bar 
please return your glasses to the bar, 
and any other dishes to the dirty dish 
station. 
 
As you know, this is an all volunteer 

Lodge in many of the areas and we could use your help.  
We often find it difficult to find volunteers to work the din-
ing and bar areas, and if you could help with this duty we 
would appreciate it. 
 
Thank you! 

Lounge Hours 
 

SUNDAY:  CLOSED 
MONDAY  CLOSED 
TUESDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY 1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
THURSDAY: 1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
FRIDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
SATURDAY  CLOSED 

RED SHIRT FRIDAY’S 

Our idea of showing solidarity and support for our 
troops with dignity and respect is by wearing 
RED SHIRTS on Friday’s. Let’s get the word 
out and lead with class and dignity, by exam-
ple, and wear something red every Fri-
day.  Everyone who loves this country 
should share this with acquaintances, co-

workers, friends and family.     

LETS SHOW OUR SUPPORT BY WEARING SOME-
THING RED! 

Kentucky Derby 
Night, Saturday, May 4th, the 

lodge hosted a potluck, horse races, and a hat contest.  
Not only was the potluck loaded with tasty dishes, mem-
bers enjoyed the fun of seeing which horse (and jockey) 
would cross the finish line first.    

JOCKEYS: Cindy, Barbara, Karl, Dottie, Paul & Ilene 
HORSES: Charity, Justice, Fidelity, Loyalty, Patriotic, 
& Brotherly Love  

Even ER Karl and Past Exalted Rulers, Paul, Dave and 
Jay participated in the fun.  

Members voted on the Most Creative, Prettiest, and 
Funniest hats. Anne McDonald won the  prize for the 
Prettiest hat.  

Ilene Nutting took 
the prize for Most 
Creative and the 
award for Funniest 
was won by Barba-
ra Conklin. 

Music has been discontinued for the summer 
beginning June 1st. 
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In the upcoming 
months the veterans 
committee is donat-
ing 25 lap blankets to 
Baltimoro Lopez 
Nursing Home and 
Hospice Care, which 
are donated by the 
Happy Hookers of 
Scotland Yard.  
These ladies are in 

need of yarn so they can continue to make the blankets. 
 
It’s been a long six months for Craig Rahman and his 
wife. He is the veteran that lost his home 6 months ago.  
We will be moving them into their new home the end of 
May. 
 
The veterans are still in need of personal hygiene items. 
· Men's Underwear- Size Medium, Large, and XL 
· Men's undershirts - Medium 
· Men's shoes or sliders- size 10 and 11 
· Unisex colored T- shirts- size medium, large, and 2X 
· Denture Adhesive 
· Toothpaste  
· Hair conditioner 
· Body Wash- small bottles 
· You may drop donations off at the Lodge or contact 

Ken Fabiani at 813-469-8093. 
 
We received only 2 responses to our last request for 
these items. Please think about picking some of these 
items up the next time you are shopping, and help our 
veterans in need. 
 
Thank you for your help and support! 
 
Ken Fabiani, PER 

Veteran's Chairperson 
 

Fathers Day Dinner 
Sunday June 16, 2024 

1:00 PM 
Menu 

Lasagna 
Salad 
Bread 

Brownies and Ice Cream for dessert 
Bar will be open 

Sign Up Sheet on Bar bulletin board 
Fathers eat Free All Others $10 

Tickets On Sale 

 
Flag Day Ceremony 

 
Friday, June 14, 2024

 
11:00am 

 
Light lunch to follow 
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Greetings from the Florida Ladies of Elks. 

  
We are happy to announce that the Smith Conference Center for the Ladies Weekend, held April 12-
14th 2024, was a huge success. We had 62 ladies from across the state. Many new friendships were 

made, and a great time was had by all in attendance. 
  

The 2nd Annual FLOE RV Rally “Camping for the Kids” benefiting the Florida Elks Youth Camp will be 
May 31-June 2, 2024. The weekend promises to be full of fun, food and friendship. This is a family 
friendly event.  Don’t’ miss your chance to register. Visit floridaelks.org for more information and to reg-
ister. The RV Rally is open to everyone (not just Elks families). It is a weekend you won’t want to miss. 
We hope to see you at the Ocala North RV Resort. 

  
The FLOE Angel Reverse Draw tickets benefiting the Florida Elks Children's Therapy Services are now 
on sale. There will be 300 tickets sold at a donation of $20 each. We are pleased to say we have sold 
nearly 150 tickets as of the time of this article.   
 
We will launch ticket sales for our Annual Conference Raffle with three great prizes. 1st prize is a 2-night 
hotel stay at Shores Resort and Spa in Daytona Shores with a $600 Visa gift card, 2nd prize is a North-
ern Tool quiet generator with $150 Visa gift card and 3rd prize is a Yeti 18 soft sided cooler/ adult bever-
age and a $100 Visa gift card. Tickets are 6 for $5. All proceeds benefit FECTS and FEYC. If you would 
like tickets, they will be available at the FSEA State Convention or please email us at  
floeinformation@gmail.com. 
  
Our next meeting will be at the FSEA State Convention on Saturday morning 5/25/2024. Election of Of-
ficers for the 2024/2025 term will be held at this meeting. Stop by our hospitality room and say “Hi”. We 
will have adult slushies and other goodies for you to enjoy. We are looking forward to seeing everyone. 

  
We also have some exciting news to share. On Monday July 1, 2024, at12:30 pm during the Grand 
Lodge Convention in Austin Texas there will be a workshop for all ladies of the Elks across the country 
to share ideas for fundraising and other activities from their lodges. This is the first time anything like 
this has been offered and we are extremely proud that Florida will be the host of the workshop. Ladies, 
if you will be in Austin, please stop by the workshop. 

  
Please check https://floridaelks.org/floe for more information relating to FLOE or email floeinfor-
mation@gmail.com with any questions or ideas. Together we can make a difference in the lives of chil-
dren throughout Florida. 

  
Just a reminder, EVERY lady Elk, wife of an Elk and widow of an Elk are members of FLOE. There are 
no applications to complete nor dues to pay. How active a lady chooses to be is at her discretion, but 
she remains a member. 

  
We would like to say “Thank You” for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you. 

 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      
 

Lodge  
Closed 

Lodge  
Closed 

Lodge Closed 
 

House        
Committee  

9:00 AM 
BOD Meeting 

10:00 AM 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
4:00PM 

Line Dancing 
10 AM—noon 
Euchre 1:00 

PM 
Wednesday 

Meal  
4:30 

 Games  
5:30-7:30PM 

Bingo Doors 
Open at         

4 PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
 

Lodge  
Closed 

Lodge  
Closed 

Lodge Closed 
 
 

Antlers  
Meeting 
6:00 PM 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
4:00PM 

Line Dancing 
10 AM—noon 
Euchre 1:00 

PM 
Wednesday 

Meal  
4:30 

 Games  
5:30-7:30PM 

PM 

Bingo Doors 
Open at        

4 PM 

 
 
 

11 AM 
 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 

Lodge  
Closed 
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Day 1 PM 
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Lodge Meeting 
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PM 
Wednesday 
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Open at        
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4:30—6:30 

PM 
 

Lodge  
Closed 

Lodge  
Closed 

Lodge Closed 
 
 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
4:00PM 

Line Dancing 
10 AM—noon 
Euchre 1:00 

PM 
Wednesday 

Meal  
4:30 

 Games  
5:30-7:30PM 

Bingo Doors 
Open at        

4 PM 

 
FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
 

 

Lodge  
Closed 

      1 
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30 
 

Lodge  
Closed 

Wednesday Menus 
Are On The         

Tables in Lounge 
4:30-6:30PM 

LOUNGE 
HOURS 

1:00—8:00 PM 
Tuesday thru 

Friday 


