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ER MESSAGE FEBRUARY 2024
Sebring Elks Lodge #1529 started the new year off right. We had wonderful meals and games
while enjoying time with our Elks family. February will be even better because we have a lot of great opportunities for 
everyone to join in on some fun events. Keep looking at the calendars hanging in the hall as you enter the Lodge for the 
days and times for these events happening around the Lodge. Steak night this month will be moved to the 16th and will 
include a special Valentines Day theme everyone please join us for a nice meal, just watch out for Cupid, he can be very 
sneaky! Our Pork Ribeye meal has become a huge favorite among diners at the Lodge so we have made this months meal 
into an ENF Fundraiser! Each year Elks National requires each lodge to contribute $4.80 per member in order to qualify 
to receive ENF grant money to distribute to our community through local community projects. Often times our lodge does 
not get the needed donations from our members to meet the required amounts. Our kitchen manager Christie Spiegel has 
agreed to take $5.00 per person from the proceeds of the Pork Ribeye meal and put it toward a great cause for our Lodge 
and community. The meal will still only cost you $15.00 but we need all members to fill out an information card when you 
come pay for your meal so that we can put the monies into the system with your member number showing that you have 
paid. If you bring a guest or spouse who is not a member then you will simply add the total dinners bought times the per 
ticket donation and it will be posted to your membership number. I would encourage each member to bring extra guests 
for dinner that night because it will make you look like a superstar to Elks National Foundation while at the same time not 

costing you any more than a standard meal charge. Thank you so very much Christie for being so generous and all of the kitchen staff who have made the 
kitchen a success otherwise we would not be capable of turning a standard meal into a fundraiser for one of our largest lodge programs. One last thing ,the 
first February Lodge meeting is when we nominate our new officers for the 2024-2025 Elk year. We then vote for the nominees at the second lodge meeting 
in February. I would encourage any one who would like to be more involved with the Lodge to come to meetings and nominate/vote for anyone you feel 
would better our Lodge. In the past there was an annual ER Ball formal. ‘When our Lodge was struggling financially it was necessary to cancel the Ball due 
to costs but we are obviously in a better financial state now so we will be having an outing to start back on the path of our history of having a Ball. It was 
decided this year instead of a formal Ball to have a Seafood Boil with the works including a live band. You will see tickets available for $25 per person at 
the Lodge or you can all 863-471-3557 and someone will reach out to you for ticket sales. The Seafood Boil is scheduled for February 24th for members 
(guests must sign in) Hord’oeuveres will be available at 5:00pm, dinner served at 6:00pm, and the band will start promptly at 7:00pm. Weather permitting 
the Seafood boil will be set up with tables and chairs in the lower level parking lot nearest Lake Jackson. If you have a food allergy to seafood just let the 
kitchen know, we will have a dinner alternative available for you. Please make an effort to join us in celebrating the success of our lodge over the past few 
years and help us in welcoming our in coming officers!
Fraternally Yours
Jonathan Spiegel I ER/PER

S.W.C.D Advisory Council Meeting

I am pleased to report that at our S.W.C.D 
Advisory Council Meeting on Saturday, Jan 
20th at the Lake Placid Elks Lodge #2661, 
the Past District Deputies elected our ER 
Jonathan Spiegel to be our next District V.P.  
Congratulations Jonathan!  
Jonathan will be installed at our Florida Elks 
Convention in May in Orlando.  The six lodg-
es in our district  (Arcadia, Brandon, 
Lakeland, Lake Placid, Plant City, and Se-
bring) will be under his leadership. I was 
proud to sponsor Jonathan and let’s ensure 
we all give him our support.
Fraternally, Jim Mason, PDDGER, Lodge 
Advisor

February 2024
Elk of the Month

In choosing February’s Elk of the Month, our 
Exalted Ruler chose a man who is a Lifetime 

member of the Elks and who has given his heart 
and mind to its success.  Bob Lewis was elected 

1 year Trustee in 2009, and 3 year Trustee in 
April 2021 and will be fulfilling his obligation on 
March 31, 2024.  Statues state that the Lodge is 
the supreme power and the Board its agent.  The 

Trustees control funds, investments, and real 
property and execute all leases and contracts.  
Through the years Bob has worked the dining 

room, special events, and he and
 his wife Deanna attend all social events. 

Bob is originally from the Pontiac, Michigan area 
where he worked with the A&P grocery chain 
before owning an IGA store. Bob and Deanna 

have raised 6 children, and share 12 
grandchildren and  7 great grandchildren.  

Thank you Bob for your years of dedication!



The Faults of our Members We Write Upon the Sand, Their Virtues Upon the Tablets of Love and Memory.

Sebring Elks New Years Eve

OH WHAT A NIGHT!!  The New Years Eve party at the Sebring Elks #1529 was amazing!  Food, music by 
DJ Brookyn Boy Tommy, fellowship, dancing, door prizes, 50/50, Village People (John Vickers, Buddy Rich-
ards, Jim Mason, Joe Stockenburg, and Jonathan Spiegel) - YMCA skit, Elks 11th hour toast given by Jim 
Mason PDD, N.Y. New Year’s Ball displayed on 3 large TVs, a visit by New Year’s Baby (Ed Kwasnick), 
champagne toast, and fireworks!  What more could you want?!  Thanks go out to all those who worked on 
Sheryl Teachout’s many committees as well as our hardworking bartenders!
For more pictures go to the Sebring Elks Facebook and or Website.

Sebring Elks Lodge 1529 
Veterans at The Palms

On December 20, 2023, several members visited the Palms 
veterans monthly meeting.  Due to a bus scheduling conflict, they 
were not able to attend the Veterans Christmas Luncheon at our 
Lodge.  Members, Brenda Richards, Ron Schilffarth, and Mary 

Brainard (not pictured) thanked them for their service and let them 
know that they were missed at the luncheon.  Gifts of candy, mili-

tary pins and thank you cards were presented to them.

Remember to Like 
us on Facebook!! 
It increases our 
media presence.

On February 8, 2024, the Sebring Elks Lodge #1529 
Veterans Committee will host our first “Veterans Meet 
and Greet”!  Non alcoholic beverages and sweets will be 
provided in the dining room from 9-11 am.  Please join us 
to share experiences and good old fashion comradery.
Brenda Walton
Sebring Elks Lodge #1529 
Veteran Committee Chariman

Greetings from the Florida Ladies of Elks.

2024 is off to a great start with visits to the North District 
and North Central District in January. It was great meeting 
new people and sharing all the great thing FLOE has planned 
to benefit the FSEA State Major Projects.

Ladies, Join us at the February Quarterly Meeting at the 
Florida Elks Youth Camp and learn more about FLOE and 
all we do for the FSEA Major Projects. Angel Program 
Reverse Draw tickets, benefitting FECTS, will be available 
for a donation of $20. Just a reminder, only 300 tickets will 
be available so be sure to get yours early.

April 12-14, 2024 to attend the 3rd Annual Ladies Weekend 
at the Florida Elks Youth Camp. A fun relaxing weekend for 
all ladies to mingle and make new friends while enjoying the 
beauty and delicious food prepared by the camp chef. Visit 
the FSEA website(floridaelks.org) to register. It promises to be 
a fun time you don’t want to miss.
The 2ⁿd Annual FLOE RV Rally “Camping for the Kids” 
benefitting the Florida Elks Youth Camp will be May 31- June 
2, 2024. 
More Information will be coming soon so save the date and 
tell all your friends. RV Rally is open to everyone (not just 
Elks Families). We hope to see you there.
Please check https://floridaelks.org/floe for more information 
relating to FLOE or email floeinformation@gmail.com with 
any questions.
Just a reminder, Every lady Elk, wife of an Elk and widow of 
an Elk are members of FLOE. There are no applications to
complete.
We would like to say “Thank You” for your continued support 
and look forward to seeing you.
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It is with great sadness that the Sebring Elks 
#1529 announces the passing of long time mem-
ber, Ralph Young.  Ralph was a true and loyal 

member, having served as Lecturing Knight for 
two years, 2011-12 & 2012-13.  He was also an 

important part of the Member Bingo team as well 
as the Charity Bingo.  Ralph will be missed by all 

who knew him.

Sebring Elks Friday Night
Another great Steak night on 1/12/24!  There were 216 
full price dinners, 5 half price for our local firemen, and 

5 free dinners to celebrate one of our Hoop Shoot 
participants and his family.  Thank you kitchen and din-
ing room volunteers!  They were really busy serving the 
two dining rooms and upstairs in the bar area.  Also great 
to see so many on the dance floor afterwards.  Pictured is 
a table reserved for a special birthday party of members 

and guests.  The birthday celebration was for Brenda 
Richards, Terry Miller, Shon Voekler, Diane Hill, and 
Jinny & Billy LaRue.  Also pictured is the Hoop Shoot 
family Damien Humphrey, sisters London & Brooklyn, 

and his mother Donieu Disney. 

Elk’s Hoop Shoot

Saturday, January 6th the Mayor of Plant City, Nathan 
Kilton, welcomed all of the participants and their families 
to the Elks Regional Hoop Finals at the Sayde Gibbs Mar-
tin Community Center.  Two of the participants had been 
selected to proceed on from the local Sebring Elks #1529 
Hoop Shoot held in October. In the Regionals, both Justus 
Degenhart and Damien Humphrey scored high enough to 
take a second and third place respectively.  The Sebring 

Elks are proud to have these two youngsters representing 
not only the Lodge but Highlands County as well. 

Way to go!
The 2024 Sebring Elks Hoop Shoot will be announced in 

the near future.

Ralph Young Hands for Homeless
On February 15th, the Sebring Elks will once again assist the Hands 
for Homeless in the “Feeding Tampa Bay” program.  Local farmers 
and stores donate fresh produce, breads, milk or other drinks, meats, 

and desserts which are given to the needy.  Cars start lining up 
around 6 am waiting for food which usually gets handed out by 9:30 
am.  The Elk volunteers, men and women, will assist in unloading 
the Tampa truck, prepare a staging area, and sort and box the food 

items.  Please help out as there is no heavy lifting and the need 
is great.  The Lodge received an ENF grant to help the Hands for 

Homeless this past year and volunteering at this event completes our 
grant obligation.  The address is:151 

Robert Britt St., Avon Park.

Attention Decorators!
 I just want to take the time to thank all of those who gave their time 

and talents during this past “Holiday Season”.  Not only did you 
sign up, you showed up!  We also were fortunate to receive a variety 

of decorating items that were added to our inventory and will be 
used for many years to come!  It would be impossible to mention 

everyone without leaving someone out, so please know that between 
Christmas (set up and tear down) and New Years Eve, all members 
should be proud of #1529’s decorators.  They outdid themselves!!  
P.S., Valentine’s Day is next...Christie is planning to make Steak 

Nite, Friday, Feb. 16th our Special Night to celebrate.  More decora-
tors are needed for Mardi Gras, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter.  Look 
for sign up sheets and future announcements!  Thank you, Brenda 

Richards, Decorating Chairman.

Lodge of Sorrow
Ralph Young
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OFFICE OPEN MON, TUES & THURS 9 AM TO NOON

Lodge  471-3557
Office	 	 385-8647	
Exalted	Ruler	 Jonathan	Spiegel	PER	 381-7159
Leading	Knight	 Joe	Stockenberg	 441-1943
Loyal	Knight	 Gwen	Clark	 835-1233
Lecturing	Knight		 Diane	Morse	 381-2321
Secretary	 Darlene	Quel	 724-622-1445
Treasurer	 Joy	Rink	 385-8647
Tiler	 Mark	Richardson														381-2002	
Inner	Guard	 Billy	Brown	 540-550-1846
Esquire	 Buddy	Richards	 381-4713
Organist	 Reggie	Lemmen	 863-446-5555
Chaplain	 Ronna	Mason,	PER	 446-0494
1	Yr.	Trustee	 Bob	Lewis	 248-296-9681
2	Yr.	Trustee	 Ken	Wheeler	 452-6462
3	Yr.	Trustee	 Ron	Schilffarth	 273-2444
Lodge	Advisor	 Jim	Mason,	PDDGER	 446-0441
Mediator OPEN
Accident	Prevention	 OPEN
Americanism	 Diane	Morse	 381-2321
Auditing	 Jim	Mason,	PDDGER	 446-0441
Bar	Manager	 Billy	Brown	 540-550-1846
Bingo/Monday	 Wainetta	Holmes	PER	 214-3039
Bulletin	Editor	 Office	 385-8647
Community	Activities	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
Drug	Awareness	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
Elks	Training	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
Flag	Day	 Diane	Morse	 381-2321
Government	Relations	 Jim	Mason,	PDDGER	 446-0441
Hoop	Shoot	 Gwen	Clark																					835-1233
Justice	Sub	Forum	 Mike	Disler	PER	 385-5139
Lapsation	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
Lodge	Activities	 OPEN
Lodge	Decorating	 Brenda	Richards	 443-0862
Maintenance	 Buddy	Richards	 381-4713
Membership	 OPEN
Member	Bingo	 Diane	Morse				 381-2321
Memorial	Sunday	 Jim	Mason,	PDDGER	 446-0441
National	Foundation	 Ronna	Mason	PER	 446-0494
Orientation	 Gwen	Clark	 835-1233
Parliamentarian	 OPEN
Photographer	 Ronna	Mason	PER	 446-0494
Public	Relations	 Ronna	Mason	PER	 446-0494
Ritual	Coach	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
Scholarships	 Rachel	Wood	 451-6116
Soccer	Shoot	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
State	Major	Projects	 Judy	Hanson,	PER	 239-823-7859
Veterans	Chairperson	 Brenda	Walton	 863-381-3104
 
Webmaster	 Richard	Vosburgh	 385-7045
	 Email:	rmvosburgh@gmail.com
Youth	Activities	 Jim	Mason,	PDDGER	 446-0441

February Happy Birthdays
01
Campbell, Jeanny
Clark, Clyde Robert
Ducharme, George
02
Boehmer, Todd
Kromholz, John
Lizotte, James
Smith, Billy F
03
Bagetis, Nancy
Zellers, David M
04
Haas, Arthur
Skelly, Frank
05
Collins,
08
Sebastian, Jean
09
Grice, Ernest
Griffin, Arlene
10
Thomas, Cheryl R
Mahaffey, Sharon
McNeal, Sara A

13
Fauber, Sharon
15
Lewis, Homer
Mann, Bruce L
Morsillo, Michael
Palmer, Gerald C
Peltier, Rickey G
16
Harrington, Kimberly
Morse, Diane
Woods, Linda
17
Drago, Florence
18
Maxcy, Jacqueline G
Schwab, David
19
Hatch, Elizabeth
Staton, Donald
20
Baker, Bruce
Turner, Dan
21
Webb, James

22
Karr, Christine A
23
Saunders, William
24
Pratt, Joseph
26
Serra, Juan Alberto
Spiegel, David A
27
Clayton, Doreen 
28
Celentano, Lisa Marie
O’neal, Terry
29
Robbins, Richard
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Welcome New Members 
Orientation April 5th at 7:00 PM 

Balloting April 7th Regular Meeting 
Initiation April 21st Regular Meeting 

 

Hershel Duke   Proposed by Richard Holmes 
George Quel  Proposed by Calvin Osha 

Al Rasmussen  Proposed by Philip Chamberlain 
James Carbaugh  Proposed by Philip Chamberlain 

Ingo Kopek  Proposed by Kimberly Harring 
Gerry Page  C/R  Proposed by Donna Barnhart 

F. Norman Witt  Transfer  Proposed by Heide Stover 
Lawrence Myers  Reinstatement  Proposed by Ed Murphy

We'll miss  you!  If you would like to keep in touch while 
you're away, just drop us a line at elks1529@strato.net. 
 

Since the post office doesn't forward the Bulletin, we can 
change to your summer address or stop the mailing until 
you come back in the fall.  We are more than happy to 
change your address as often as you would like. 

 

New Members Initiated in February: 
Philip Zachefsky, Jo Duke, and Dee Bernhard  

  

 Paul Danelutti     Newt Dickie 
 Larry Lawrence  Terrill Morris 
 Carl Rochelle  Inez Sinclair 
 Betty Smith  Pearl Williams 

Donna Barnhart in Memory of Paul Barnhart 
Lois Whelan in Memory of Thomas Whelan 

 

If you would like to become a Bulletin Booster, 
Contact Lodge Secretary Donna Barnhart 
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If you would like to become a Bulletin Booster, Contact Lodge Office

Marylyn	Adams
Kim	Albritton
Don	&	Barb	Amiott
Richard	Barney
Gary	Brockett
William	Brown
Gwen	Clark
Ronald	Cochran
Gary	Germaine
Scott	Kirouac
Eugene	Kissner
Ernest	Kuhn
Bob	&	Deanna	Lewis

Charles	Lowrence
Sharon Mahaffey
Marilyn Patno
Dennis	Redding
Jeremias	Ruiz
Ron	&	Suzanne	Scdhilfforth
Donald	Snapp
David	&	Susan	Spiegel
Dan	Turner
Allen	&	Angie	Warchak
Michelle	Woodhall
Linda	Woods
Lorraine	Woolever
Norman	Wolff

Marilyn	Patno	in	Memory	of	Gene	Patno
Faye	Bryant	in	Memory	of	Joe	Bryant

Dick	Holmes	in	Memory	of	Wes	&	Betty	Holmes
Wainetta	Holmes	in	Memory	of	Marian	Van	Auken

Joy	Rink	in	Memory	of	Phil	O’Connor
Darlene	Quel	in	Memory	of	George	Quel	Per
Joyce	Heaver	in	Memory	of	Harold	Heaver

Marilyn	Patno	in	Memory	of	Mr.	Lee
Steve	Fox	in	Memory	of	Rita	Fox
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AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER

Buddy Richards has been chosen as Elk of the Month for August. Buddy was born in Mason
Michigan and moved to Fort Lauderdale Fl., with his family, at the age of 9. Buddy attended
catholic school, graduating from St. Thomas Aquinas, in Fort Lauderdale. Buddy moved to 
Sebring in 1982, and met his future wife, Brenda, at the Sebring Elks lodge. Brenda and Buddy 
celebrated 31 years of marriage on July 20th.
Buddy started out as Chaplain a few years ago then was the Esteemed Leading Knight for 3
years. He stepped down from that position this year to become our Chaplain once again. Buddy 
is also the lodges bar manager. Buddy volunteers in so many ways around the lodge. He is 
currently doing most of the painting, which looks amazing, and he is always cleaning things 
around the lodge, and he has been seen patching potholes in the driveway. It’s hard to list all the 

ways Buddy helps around the lodge, he is a true asset.
When you see Buddy, thank him for a job well done!

ELK OF THE MONTH - AUGUST

ER MESSAGE
In my June message I stated summer has quickly arrived. Now all I can say is, where has it 
gone? Before you know it, the children will be back in school, and our northern friends will start 
to return to their winter homes. This is a good thing though, as we miss our friends during the 
summer months and always look forward to once again socializing with them.

Last month Jim Mason PDD, Ronna Mason PER and I attended the One Hundred Fifty-
Sixth Grand Lodge Session in Tampa. On Sunday July 4th, the Opening Ceremony took 
place with the introduction of Elks Leadership. Followed by a welcome from Florida Attorney 
General, Ashley Moody. Honoring Emergency responders were the Pipes & Drums. State flag 
presentations by State Presidents and the USA flag presentation by the Louisville 8 Honor 

Guard. It was a beautiful and humbling ceremony. I attended the Business sessions on Monday and Tuesday as 
well as a couple break-out sessions on Sunday and Monday. Jim was a volunteer during the convention, thank you 
Jim. We were able to get out for lunch on Monday to the Tampa Lodge and Tuesday to the St. Pete Lodge. It was an 
informative Grand Lodge Convention, and we enjoyed our visits to the Lodges.

We have DD Clinic on Saturday, August 7, 2021, at the Lakeland Lodge. Also, the Elk Days at the Rays vs the White 
Sox will be on Saturday, August 21, 2021, in St. Petersburg. I will report on the State President, Suzi Simonelli’s, visit 
to our lodge on July 30th in the September message.

As most of you know, we have had air conditioning issues and needed to have one in the dining room repaired and 
another in the bar replaced. We had one of our newly transferred members step up and paid for the repair work on 
the dining room as well as donating another $1,000 to the one being replaced. Many of our members have donated 
to the replacement fund and I want to personally say “Thank You”, as we were able to pay for the new one out of the 
donated funds. We truly have some generous members.

Fraternally,
Wainetta Holmes ER
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Ernest Wright

716 S. Commerce Ave.
Sebring, FL 33870

Jonathan Spiegel
Manager

2121 US 27 South • Sebring, FL 33870
863-382-1151 • Fax 863-382-1152

sebringpaint@gmail.com

EBRING
PAINT SUPPLY

DUCK’S AUTOMOTIVE & GARAGE

Please patronize our businesses that support US!! They help make this newsletter possible.

ATTENTION MEMBERS:  
The Sebring Elks have a new 

email address starting 
immediately.  

elks1529@gmail.com 
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