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FROM THE EXALTED RULER
Doug McLaughlin ELK OF THE MONTH

DENNY MORTONAs your Exalted Ruler, I am 
reminded of  the oath I 

took when accepting my Title. 
I swore that I would increase 
the strength and vitality of  our 
lodge and to jealously guard its 
public image and reputation.

I gave my word I would promote our programs 
and encourage participation in our charitable 
works. I promised to foster at all times the spirit 
of  utmost loyalty to our nations flag and to be 
sociable and friendly to our membership.

A successful lodge is one whose officers are 
constant exemplars of  the cardinal principles of  
our Order – Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love & 
Fidelity. Our officers are sworn to aid me in this 
pursuit.  

Yes, we ask our members to volunteer in some 
form or another. It is a task we must all consider 
for the improvement & charitable works of  our 
lodge. However, remember, before you complain 
about members not volunteering, please realize 
that every member matters. Their dues help fund 
many of  our charitable programs. We Are THE 
Elks!  By caring and sharing, you can be the one 
to help make our lodge #1 in the state.

First, there are so many talented people at the 
Elks who donate their time and energy and de-
serve this honor more than I do!

I am a member of  Kirk of  the Hills Presbyteri-
an Church and their choir. 

I love to play golf, tennis, and 
fly fish for trout in New Mex-
ico, and was a tennis coach at 
Metro Christian for a short 
time.

Six children and 17 grandchildren - don’t ask 
me their birthdays!

I became a member of  the Elks in February 
2022 and now an "E" Ambassador BTW we 
sure could use more ambassadors. The high-
light of  my week is singing Karaoke and danc-
ing on Friday nights with new friends.

After losing my wife to Covid in 2020, our 
Lodge has been a real blessing to me. You can’t 
beat a burger and fries on Wednesday nights 
with some Lodge members.

I love all the friendly folks at our Lodge and 
the many opportunities we have to serve the 
veterans and our community.

My father was a veteran of  WW ll and Korea, 
and my mom was a war bride. Thanks to the 
American Legion in Tulsa, I became one of  
their "Sons of  Veterans" members. 

I graduated from Broken Arrow HS in 1970 
and Eastern Oklahoma State College with an 
Associate Degree. I graduated from Oklahoma 
State in 1975 with a BS in Mechanical Engi-
neering and retired from Berendsen Fluid Pow-
er as an application sales engineer working with 
construction equipment manufacturers.

One of  my fondest memories was teaching ten-
nis to one of  my granddaughters. After a short 
time, she came to me and said Granddad would 
take me fishing instead of  teaching me to play 
tennis. I was so excited. 

Philippians 4:8-9



Monthly Membership Report
April 1, 2023   506

September 1, 2023  536
  Initiated 26 Deaths     2
 Reinstated   6 Dropped      1
 Affiliated   1 Transfer      0
 Added this year    33 Removed this year   3
  Net gain 30
  Applications on Hand 17   

ALTED

Membership Candidates



LODGE ACTIVITIES
September 3, 10, 17 & 24

Dance Lesson with Ben Stovall (bar open)  4pm
September 10 - Veterans Golf  Tournament 1pm

September

September

September

September

September

September
September
September

september Birthdays 
   1 Janice Blackburn
   3 Marsha Duncan
   3 Shirley Sprenger
   5 Gary Bradshaw
   7 Carl Offi  cer
   8 John Freese
   8 William McClure
   8 Erika Pa  erson
   8 Bre   Rowe
   8 Ernest Toshack
   9 John Bryant
   9 Robert Zilm
 10 Galen Cress 
 10 Frank Mar  no
 11 Gary Hale
 12 Jim Espey
 12 Donald Warnken
 13 Vickie Autry
 14 Alan Doughty
 15 William Caldwell
 15 James Wills
 17 Beverly Woodard
 18 Cynthia Chris  e
 18 Debbie Jacoby

 18 Benjamin Stovall
 19 William McGhee
 20 William Ellio  
 20 Vicki Haefele
 21 John Becker
 21 Claude Dodd
 21 Fred Parkhill
 21 John Pondelik
 21 James Riggs
 22 Stephen Self
 22 Thomas Tejeda
 23 Diane Hynes
 23 Vickye Wagor
 24 Dana Peace
 24 Marilyn Rhoades
 25 Walter Fast
 25 Erin James
 25 George Petkovich
 26 Thomas Bordner
 28 Richard Fleming
 28 Roger Rose
 28 Antonio Sarg
 29 Ernest Darnell
 29 Rick Skinner

Whitney Ruggles is serving up drinks with a smile.
Meet one of the New Faces at Hart Lounge. 



25

september 2023 

Entertainment 
Cmt. Meeting

6:30pm
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13 14

 18

1

3

2
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10

Taco Tuesday 
6pm

Lodge Meeting 
7pm

17

Ballroom Dancers 

Veterans 
Golf

Tournament
1pm

Karaoke
7:30pm

Ambassador 
Kick-Off Party

4-5pm

Membership 
Drive & 

Open House
6pm

Labor Day Bash
5:30pm 

15

Outside Event

5 6

19 

Karaoke
7:30pm

BOD Meeting  
6:30pm

7

20 

26 27 29

21

24

Rummage 
Sale

5:30pm

Bunco
6:30pm

4

22

Steak Dinner  
6:30pm

Reservations
Required

 Line Dance
Lesson 5-7pm
Dance Lesson

7-9pm

30

Karaoke
7:30pm

PER Meeting 
6:30pm

Karaoke
7:30pm

Calcutta Social 
&

Silent Auction
6:30pm  

Ballroom Dance 
Lesson  4pm

Flea Market
8:30am

Sweney & 
Campbell

Birthday Bash 
Dance 
7:30pm

Dance Lesson 
with Ben Stovall

4pm

Dance Lesson 
with Ben Stovall

4pm

Dance Lesson 
with Ben Stovall

4pm

 Line Dance
Lesson 5-7pm
Dance Lessons

7-9pm

28

23

Dance Lesson 
with Ben Stovall

4pm

 Line Dance
Lesson 5-7pm
Dance Lessons

7-9pm

Trivia Night 
7pm

Corn Hole
7pm

Burger Night
6pm

 Trivia Night 
7pm

 Line Dance
Lesson 5-7pm
Dance Lessons

7-9pm

Karaoke
7:30pm

Steak Dinner  
6:30pm

Reservations
Required

Outside Event

Ballroom Dance 
Lesson  4pm

Corn Hole
7pm

Burger Night
6pm

Ballroom Dance 
Lesson  4pm

Corn Hole
7pm

Burger Night
6pm

Ballroom Dance 
Lesson  4pm

Corn Hole
7pm

Burger Night
6pm



Tulsa Elks Lodge #946 Beacon Grant application was ap-
proved for The Tulsa Day Center for $6000.00. The check was 
presented to Mack Haltom, Executive Director, and Holly 
Ehmen, Case Manager, on June 21, 2023. The Tulsa Day Cen-
ter has served the homeless population in Tulsa County since 
1986. They serve between 200-250 clients daily at the Center, 
including basic needs- clothing, hygiene products, shower, and 
food/snacks as needed. Also, the Tulsa Day Center provides 
Case Management services linking clients to community re-
sources and housing. They also have a clinic that provides free 
medical services provided by retired doctors and the Tulsa 
Day Center nursing staff. The generous donation from Lodge 
Members for clothes and summer needs two deliveries were 
made to the Day Center. Very Proud of  our team that served 
dinner Monday, August 7, 2023, for the residents who also 
receive night shelter services.  Our team prepared the Mexican 
meal at the Lodge and served 83 meals. 

Another Summer, Another Luau! Our Lodge’s sta-
ple summertime celebration is the Luau. Angela Corral 
said she’s been to more than twenty Elks Luaus! 

Thanks to Rosie Main and 
our team in the kitch-
en, we had a delicious, 
festive meal. Entertain-
ment, via the Hula Girls 
and Cayla Butler & 
Randy Ess, made for a 

lively evening 
of  music and dancing! We had 
a great turnout, but Kearney 
wasn’t at its FULL capacity. We 
aim to make next year’s even 
better. We hope to Hula with 
you in 2024!



Telephone: (918) 742-2401
Fax: (918) 742-2402
Email: elks946tulsa@gmail.com
Website: elks.org 
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Thursday

Volunteering is good for you and 
good for the community!

Our Lodge kitchen has been abuzz with activity! 
We’re serving up Wednesday night burgers, Taco Tuesdays 
before our Monthly Lodge Meetings, Lodge-favorite Steak 
Nights are back, and Friday Night meals are being served be-
fore Initiations. We are fortunate to have our commercial kitch-
en, and we have Lodge members (including Four-Year Trustee 
Don Grissom) who have owned and operated restaurants. Our 
newly formed Kitchen Committee needs volunteers! Serving 

meals at the Lodge is so reward-
ing. Plus, we genuinely have fun! 
Reach out to Don at DKGris-
som@gmail.com to volunteer in 
our kitchen, and keep an eye out 
for upcoming meetings. We look 
forward to serving with you!


