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Well, this is my last month as your Exalted Ruler. I hope I
have helped to keep this Lodge going in the right direction. It
has been a pleasure serving all of the members these past
two years. I wish Jim Masters the best in the coming year as
your new Exalted Ruler, and I will be of service in any way
that I can. Also, a big THANK YOU to the officers this past
year. They all did a great job! We have had a very busy year and have tried
to have some fun events for our members. We are in the planning stage for
some more up coming fun events in the near future. Please watch our
newsletter for times and dates. On the second meeting in February, we
voted on the officers for the coming year. I believe we have a great group
lined up for the coming year.
The Act 1 Players are in the process of putting together another play this
coming April 1, 2,and 3rd . Please check in for times and dates.
Our bingo is still doing very well and I appreciate all of the help we have
gotten. A big THANK YOU to Tom Clark, Karen Andersen, Stan Willis, and
Phil Wickwire for stepping up and taking on the Bingo committee job. If you
can help anytime at all, please let us know. We always need help. I also
want to THANK my wife Marsha and all of the others that have helped in the
kitchen. They have all been working very hard.
We are still trying to raise funds for the upstairs theatre. Please help any
way you can. It will be greatly appreciated. The dinner theatre will be a great
addition to our City, as well as our Lodge. Remember that our Foundation is
a 501c3 tax deductible organization. There is still work to be done upstairs.
Thanks to Rodger Decker, Brian Vermillion and Stan Willis for their hard
work. We need more dedicated members to step up. I challenge each and
every member to bring in a new member this year.
Remember that if you don’t put anything into the Lodge, you won’t get
anything out of it!
Wishing everyone a safe and healthy year!
Roger Cutsinger
Exalted Ruler

LODGE MEETINGS
March 07, 2022
March 21, 2022
Initiation
&
Installation of Officers
All members invited.

Paint
and
Wine

www.Elks.org
www.KSelks.org/El Dorado/El Dorado.asp
www.facebook.com/ElDoradoelks

PAINT AND WINE
On Saturday January 29, 2022, Deb
Kirkpatrick organized the second Paint and
Wine night. Eighteen ladies met and had a
great evening of painting. The theme this time
was freeform. Darlene Andrews worked the
bar. The painting to the left is courtesy of
Marsha Cutsinger. Sean Cutsinger
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From the Desk of the Chaplain and Editor

GAME NIGHT
Monday February 14,
2022, Loren Anthony hosted
game night. Loren purchased
new game room chairs, so
everyone can play in comfort.
Thank you Loren and Jackie.
Please plan on attending
March 14 for the next game
night and see if you can
receive the bragging rights until
the next time. Loren will see
you there.
Sean Cutsinger

El Dorado is #01 in the
state, with donations
consisting of $13,865.00.
That is $99.04 per 142
members. We are #08 in
the nation per member
out of 1,876 lodges. Still
out of this many lodges
this is outstanding for a
lodge of our size. For
donations www.elks.org.
Thank you for supporting
ENF.
Sean Cutsinger

BINGO
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
Early Bird 6:00 pm
DOORS OPEN
at 5:00 pm

Hello my fellow members. This year is already flying by. This
Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent. Lent lasts for 40
days. It is 46 days before Easter Saturday. The practice of Ash
Wednesday dates back to the 11th Century. It is not mentioned in
the Bible, however there is a verse in the Book of Daniel 9:3 “So I
turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in
sackcloth and ashes.” Some scholars believe that this passage, that links ashes and

fasting, is the origin of Lent. Marking the forehead with ashes in the shape of a

cross is one of Christianity’s visual rituals. Ash Wednesday did not become popular
with Christians in the United States until the 1970’s. There are some interesting
facts about this day, even if you observe it or not. Many believe that it is just a
Catholic holiday but this is not so, there are other Christian religions that observe it
as well. The religions that observe Ash Wednesday are the Lutherans, Methodists,
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and even some Baptists. The Christian religions that
don’t observe the day are Mormons, Evangelicals, Pentecostal Christians and some
denominations that don’t take part in the day. The ashes used for Ash Wednesday
represent dust. When parishioners receive the ash on their foreheads they will hear
the words: “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” In the Christian
Bible, Adam is formed from dust. The words are a reference to what God says to
Adam when he exiles Adam from the Garden of Eden. On Ash Wednesday this
saying is supposed to be a reminder to be humble in the face of mortality. The
ashes are actually recycled palm fronds from Palm Sunday of the prior year. Some
churches will burn the palm fronds and save until the next Ash Wednesday. Palm
Sunday is the Sunday before Easter and many churches will pass out palm fronds.
Why palm fronds? Well, before Jesus Christ was crucified in Jerusalem , palm fronds
were used to welcome him.
Did you know that there are actually rules as to what you can and can’t eat on Ash
Wednesday? This is the day of fasting. It doesn’t necessarily mean you can’t eat at
all, it just means that you limit yourself and don’t over indulge. You are not
supposed to eat meat unless it is filet-o-fish. Many Christians also will limit
themselves to one whole meal and two smaller meals that don’t add up to a whole
meal, that one might eat on any other day. A really fun fact that I have learned is,
that in Iceland, it is called Oskudagur. They treat the day like we do Halloween.
They will dress up in costumes and tour their neighbors in exchange for candy. This
is also their day of mischief. One of their traditions is to pin ash bags to the backs
of their peers when they are not looking. I find it really interesting how other
countries celebrate the holidays. Another interesting fact I found in my research is
that some churches in recent years have started offering ashes on the go. You
may see Priests or Pasters in public places to give you the blessed ashes.
Parishioners can also take ashes home and apply the ashes to the foreheads of their
loved ones that can’t make it to a service. Have a great Ash Wednesday everyone.
My email is SeanCutsinger@gmail.com. God Bless You All,

Sean
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MARCH
BIRTHDAY’S

05 Michael Work
06 John Hicks
10 Janice Jack
11 Michele Willhite
15 Ed Laing
09 Charles Steward
19 Dianne Chapman
19 Jane Mathias
20 Eric Rowley
23 Stephen Little
30 Emma Barnett

GRANNY SMYTH GOES TO WASHINGTON
OR...SHE WAS THE APPLE OF HIS PIE by Sue Rae

The Act I Players takes to the stage once again, this time
with a Melodrama. Angie Morris and Brad Zimmerman
co-direct this show. It will take place April 1, 2 and 3. The
cost will be $20.00 for dinner and show and $10.00 for
show only. Show starts at 7:00p.m. Friday and Saturday
and 2:00p.m. Sunday. Make your reservations by calling
the lodge 316-321-9393. The show takes place in 1885,
during a boom time, in North Bend, Washington Territory, in
and around the d’Pye Pie Shop. Get ready to cheer for the
hero and boo the villainess. Sean Cutsinger

NEW LODGE OFFICERS The lodge has voted on the new lodge officers for the
2022-2023 year. I am pleased to announce that Jim Masters will be the new
Exalted Ruler, Phil Wickwire—Leading Knight, John Britt—Loyal Knight, Deb
Kirkpatrick - Lecturing Knight, Stan Willis—Treasurer. The following members
remain in their current positions, Lisa Jack—Secretary, Danny Morrow—Inner
Guard and myself Sean Cutsinger—Chaplain. The new Trustees will be Tony
Allison, Darlene Andrews, Loren Anthony, Rodger Decker, and Roger Cutsinger.
Esquire at this present time is still undecided. Please help me in welcoming
everyone in their new rolls for the coming year. Sean Cutsinger

ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY At our February 21

meeting, Loren Anthony brought in Chris Mechem from the
Robert J. Dole VA Medical Center came in to speak to the
lodge. Chris is in charge of the Nutrition and Food Services.
He has a new program he is working on and asked our
lodge for help with the program. He has done studies over
months and is going to divert and utilize food waste
generated from normal operations of Nutrition and Food
Service. Veterans are offered a choice between 4 entrees, 3
sides, and 4 vegetables per meal, salads and deserts. The cooks prepare all meals
based on the numbers provided by Computrition by 2:00pm for the next day meals.
The cooks pull and prepare the meals. For each meal of varying diets are also
created. These additional meals are made in order to be able to accommodate new
admissions, diet changes, second servings, or patient dislikes. Any of these
additional meals that are made between 1:30 and meal time result in wasted
meals. Chris wants to take these extra meals and redistribute them in a timely
manner. The food workers will portion out left over food, labels will be made and
dated on the food, and immediately transferred to a refrigerator for storage. Meals
can be stored up to 7 days after preparation. The meals are then picked up and
delivered to Veterans in need. The Veterans that can receive these meals can be
Outpatient Veterans, Primary care Veterans, Emergency Department Veterans,
Veterans having financial difficulty, and Homeless Veterans. The approximate cost
would be $69.99 for 150 containers for the meals. He went into a lot more detail
but I think this is a wonderful idea and will eliminate a lot of wasted food.

Sean Cutsinger

DD AND TRAINING CLINIC Remember the weekend of , March 12 and 13, will
EVENT BOOKINGS
If you are planning a
special event, like a
Wedding, anniversary
birthday party, or class
reunions, please let a
member know or call

316-321-9393

be the DD and training clinic in Atchison, KS. If you plan on attending, we need a
head count from the lodge. Sean Cutsinger

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY We will be having our Annual Party on Saturday,
March 19, 2022. The price will be $8.00 per person to attend. We will have corned
beef and cabbage and different deserts. For those that don’t like that we will have
some other soups and food as well. The cash bar will be open and we will be
serving some green beer. We also will be having some games so come celebrate
the season with us and wear your green. Hope to see you there. Sean Cutsinger

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
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March 2022
Sun

Mon
31

Tue

Wed

1

2

Thu

Fri

3

Sat

4

5

JR Hogoboom
Lodge BINGO National Sons
Day
Memorial
6:00 p.m.
National Dress in
National Anthem

Fat Tuesday

Day

11

12 DD Clinic

7

8

National Oreo
Cookie Day

Lodge Meeting

National
National
Organize Your
Meatball Day
Home Office Day

Lodge BINGO National Oatmeal in Abilene
Nut Waffles Day
National Girl
6:00 p.m.

17

Alexander
Graham Bell Day

13 DD Clinic

14

15

16

in Abilene

Game Night

6:00 p.m.

Ides of March
Day

National Panda
Day

21 Initiation

22

23

& Installation
of Officers

National
Goof Off Day

National Puppy
Day

Daylight
Savings Start
K9 Veterans Day

20

National Potato
Chip Day

Lodge Meeting
Spring Equinox 7:00 p.m.

28 Main St.

29

World Theatre
Day

Meeting 12:00

National Vietnam National Pencil
War Day
Day

30

Scout Day

Popcorn Lover’s
Day

Lodge BINGO
6:00 p.m.

24

18

19

National Sloppy
Joe Day

ST. Patrick’s
Party 5:00 p.m.

25

26

Lodge BINGO Curt Zieman
Retirement
6:00 p.m.
National Cheesesteak Day

27

National Black
Forest Cake Day

10

St. Piran’s Day

6

7:00 p.m.

9

Blue Day

31

National
Spinach Day

Party

International

1

Lodge BINGO Granny Smyth
Play 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
National Tater
Day

LODGE OFFICERS
Exalted Ruler: Roger Cutsinger
roger@savoyco.com
Inner Guard: Danny Morrow
d9299morrow@gmail.com
rdecker3@cox.net;

Leading Knight: Jim Masters
jimmasters2339@gmail.com
Esquire: Deb Kirkpatrick
dward@kstitle.com

Loyal Knight: Phil Wickwire
kap6@cox.net

Chaplain: Sean Cutsinger
SeanCutsinger@gmail.com

Lecturing Knight: John Britt
jbritt2929@gmail.com

Treasurer: Tom Clark
tclark69@cox.net

Trustees: Rodger Decker, Tony Allison, Darlene Andrews, Loren Anthony, Stan Willis
tony.allison@intrustbank.com;
dandrews1221@gmail.com;
jacquelineanthony@att.net;

Secretary: Lisa Jack
lisa@jackins.com
willisstan35@yahoo.com

