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LODGE MEETINGS
June 07, 2021
June 21, 2021
Initiation
All members invited.

It is hard to believe it is June already. Our bingo is still doing
very well and I appreciate all of the help we have gotten. We still
need some extra hands in the kitchen as well as working the bingo
games.
I finally got the memorial plaque put up under Larry
McEachern’s picture in the main entrance. Please take some time to view it. Thanks
Nancy for helping with this.
The Act I Players are starting to have auditions for the next play that will be
presented this summer. I understand that it will be a very funny play called Order
Up!. Please come out and support the players and the Lodge.
We had a joint meeting with the Foundation board and the Lodge Trustees. The
main discussion was about financing for the upstairs remodel. We will be having
fund raisers for this soon. We are also trying to get some grants for this project. The
dinner theatre will be a great addition to our City. Remember that our Foundation is
a 501c3 tax deductible organization.
We have started a new year April 1 st and I challenge each and every member to
bring in a new member this year. It is not hard. Simply ask anyone that you think
would be a good member and explain our programs. Preferably one that will get
active and help in our Lodge.
A few of us are going to Pittsburg, Kansas to the State Elks Flag Day ceremony and
Bob Reed is getting our local Lodge Flag Day ceremony organized. Please come
out and support our activities.
Wishing everyone a very enjoyable summer!
Roger Cutsinger
Exalted Ruler

www.Elks.org
www.KSelks.org/El Dorado/El Dorado.asp
www.facebook.com/ElDoradoelks

FLAG DAY CEREMONY Saturday June 12, 2021, members of our lodge will be
meeting to travel to the Veterans Memorial Amphitheater, at Pittsburg University,
for the State Flag Day Celebration. Phil Wickwire is getting a van from the First
Christian Church to take to Pittsburg. Seating is limited so if you need a ride,
please contact Phil. They will be leaving early.
Bob Reed is organizing the Flag Day Ceremony for El Dorado. It will be held at
Forest Park on Monday June 14, 2021. They will be cooking hotdogs and will have
drinks available. We are partnering up with the American Legion and the VFW.
There will be a guest speaker and the city band will be playing. Please plan on
attending. Sunday Bob will need some help shopping for the food. Please contact
Bob Reed for details. They will be meeting at the Lodge at 3:00PM to load things
up to take to the park for the celebration. If you can help please meet there or at
the park. Sean Cutsinger
NEW MEMBER On Monday May 17, 2021 we initiated a new member. His name
is Brian Vermillion. He lives here in El Dorado. Please help me in welcoming Brian
and his family to our Lodge. Sean Cutsinger
ELKS MAGAZINE I got a small blurb in the new June Elks Magazine. It isn’t the
article I submitted but at least it is something. It is about the Lodge 100th
Anniversary. Sean Cutsinger
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From the Desk of the Chaplain and Editor

GAME NIGHT
Monday May 10 Several
members met to play
games at the lodge. Loren
Anthony is now having the
game room open every
Wednesday from 1-4 pm. Plan
on joining.
Sean Cutsinger

Currently El Dorado is # 1
in the state, with donations
consisting of $4,345.00.
That is $32.19 per member
at this time. We are currently
# 04 in the nation per
member out of 1,876
lodges. I think that is
outstanding for our lodge
that has 142 members. We
have some of the most
generous members.
To
donate
log
on
to
www.elks.org. Thank you for
supporting ENF.
Sean Cutsinger

BINGO
Thursdays at 7:00 pm
Early Bird 6:00 pm
DOORS OPEN
at 5:00 pm

Hello my fellow members. I hope this finds all of you well and
I pray that everyone is staying safe and healthy. In 1775 when the
American Revolution started, the colonists were all fighting the British
under their regiments flags. In June of that year, the Second
Continental Congress wanted a unified fighting force. They met in
Philadelphia and created the Continental Army. This also led to the
creation of the first American flag. This first attempt at the flag was 13
red stripes and white stripes alternating with a Union Jack in the
corner. George Washington did not like this at all. He claimed it was
too close to that of the British flag and he set out to create a brand
new symbol for the flag. On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress took a break
from writing the Articles of confederation and passed a resolution stating that “the flag of
the United States be 13 stripes, alternate red and white, and the union be 13 stars, white in
a blue field, representing a new constellation.”
It is believed, even though there is no credible evidence or recorded documentation that
President George Washington, Robert Morris and George Ross, visited Betsy Ross and asked
her to create the first American flag. Legend says she made and helped design the first
American flag in June of 1776. It is believed that Betsy Ross changed the design of the stars
from six points to five as she thought it looked better and instead of rows she placed the
stars in a circle. Betsy Ross was born on January 1, 1752 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to a
Quaker family, her maiden name was Elizabeth Griscom. Her great-grandfather arrived in
New Jersey from England in 1680. Ross was the eighth child of seventeen. She attended
Quaker schools with her sisters and this is where she learned sewing and other skills. When
she turned 17 her father arranged for her to be an apprentice for an upholsterer. This is
where she met John Ross who was Anglican. They quickly fell in love and got married. She
was promptly expelled from her family as they did not marry outside the Quaker religion.
The couple opened their own upholstery business. Ross’s sewing skills became even more
famous. At the start of the Revolutionary War, John Ross was killed while on militia duty. He
died by an explosion of gunpowder. Ross acquired all of John’s assets and she started
making flags for Pennsylvania. There is recorded records that Betsy Ross made the ships
colors for the Navy. Ross was paid in 1777 by the Pennsylvania State Navy Board, so she
was indeed an actual flag maker. It is believed that Betsy Ross assisted in the Revolutionary
War by repairing uniforms and sewing tents for the Army. Betsy Ross married two more
times before her death at the age of 84, in Philadelphia on January 30, 1836. We don’t know
for sure if she actually made the first American flag or not, but according to her grandson
who published her story 50 years after her death in the Harper’s Monthly in 1873, says that
she did make the first flag, from her stories she had told. Even though we may never know
the truth, she will always be known as making the first American Flag.
In 1885, a small town Wisconsin teacher, Bernard Cigrand, came up with the idea of an
annual flag day to be celebrated in every city, town and home to be held June 14. June 14,
1885 became the first formal observance of the holiday. He later changed professions and
became a dentist in Illinois. He never stopped his efforts in promoting respect for the flag,
and he lobbied Congress for years to make the day officially observed, for the rest of his life
he promoted this. He is known as the “Father of Flag Day”
The Colonial Dames and the Sons of the American Revolution also spent years trying to
convince Congress to make it an official holiday. In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson,
marking the decree, made a proclamation to officially establish June 14, as Flag Day. Finally,
in 1949 by an Act of Congress it became an official holiday.
The flag has had many designs over the years. As each new state is added, a new star is
added to the flag. In the 1950’s when Alaska was believed to become a state, designers
started to figure out where to place the 49th star. A smart 17-year-old student from Ohio
named Robert G. Heft, believed that Hawaii would be the 50 th State. For a history class
project, he asked his mom to borrow her sewing machine. He took their family 48-star flag
and disassembled it. He rearranged the stars and sewed on two more. It took him 12.5
hours to sew the flag back together. He turned in his project to his teacher, Stanley Pratt,
and explained he believed Hawaii would be the 50th State. Bob Heft sent his flag to his
congressman Walter Moeller, who then presented it to President Dwight D. Eisenhower right
after Alaska and Hawaii became states. President Eisenhower liked the design so much he
chose this as the flag we currently have on August 21, 1959 and issued Executive Order
10834 establishing the design of the 50-star flag. Over 3,000 designs of the flag were
presented for consideration. On July 4, 1960, President Eisenhower and Bob Heft stood
together as the flag was raised for the first time over Fort McHenry National Historic site.
Bob Hefts history teacher changed his grade from a B– to an A. Bob Heft passed away on
December 12, 2009. His tombstone is the American flag and at the bottom it says “Designer
of America’s 50-star Flag”. Before Robert Heft’s death, he designed a flag with 51 stars to be
used when a new state joins the Union. Remember what the holiday is actually for. Red,
White and Blue, which means Courage, Purity, and Justice.
My email is SeanCutsinger@gmail.com. God Bless Each & Every One of You,

Sean
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JUNE
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ACT I PLAYERS The players board members met on

Sunday May 16, 2021. We are looking at hiring someone
or a company to write grants for us. We need at least
$50,000.00 to finish the upstairs dinner theatre. All
donations welcome. There is still a lot of work to be done
upstairs to get it ready. We need volunteers to work on the
upstairs. If you are willing and capable of donating funds
or your time for the upstairs, please contact us. We are a
501c3 organization. Below is how you can donate.
$100-$249 Stage Hand.

02 Abram Elam
03 Donald Adesperger

$250-$499 Cast Member. 2 show and dinner tickets, to a show of your choice.
$500-$999 Director. 4 show and dinner tickets, to a show or shows of your choice.

03 Debra Zang

05 Steven Sheridan

$1,000-$1,999 Producer. 2 season tickets to all productions and dinners.

08 Kyle Willhite

$2,000 plus Executive Producer. 4 season tickets to all productions and dinners.

15 Judy Lowmaster
24 Angie Adlesperger

All contributors’ names will appear on a plaque and the year they contribute and
their names will appear on all performance programs.

25 Kathy Clark

Thank you to everyone for supporting the local arts, Break-a-leg

25 Kaleb Lowmaster
26 Don Taylor
26 Stanley Willis

Sean Cutsinger

ORDER UP! The next show will be Order Up!, written

by Kamron Klitgaard, “Produced by special arrangement
with Pioneer Drama Service, Denver, Colorado”. The
performance dates are August 6, 7, and 8. Angie Morris
will be directing this show. She is holding auditions,
Tuesday and Wednesday, June 1 and 2, 6:30-8:30 in the
evening. If you are interested in auditioning for the show,
they will be at the Lodge. Please enter through the South
door. There are lots of small and larger parts available. The show can have 13
wacky employees and 13 wacky customers. All types of personalities are needed
for this show. The show takes place in present time at a fast-food restaurant called,
Order Up! This is a really funny show and it should be a good time. You will never
want to eat anywhere else!!! Please set the dates on your calendar and plan on
attending. Break-a-leg Sean Cutsinger

EL DORADO BPOE FOUNDATION Please help us with our building and

EVENT BOOKINGS
If you are planning a
special event, like a
Wedding, anniversary
birthday party, or class
reunions, please let a
member know or call

316-321-9393

donate to our BPOE Foundation. Our Foundation is a tax deductible 501c3
corporation. The foundation owns the building that our Lodge is in. Also, if you
want us to succeed with the Lodge and the remodeling of the upstairs we need
funds to keep everything running smoothly. Otherwise we will not have a building
for anything. Lisa Jack is setting up a website called square for donating. We will
have further directions next month. Please keep this in mind. Sean Cutsinger
ANTLERS I will be meeting with Richard Bard next month
when I attend the National Convention in Tampa, Florida. I am
so excited about this program. I think it will be a great addition
to the lodge and will give our young folk some purpose and
guidance. It will also look great on college applications. If you
have any kids aged 12 to 20, I have applications available. I
am in the process now of talking to our local school teachers
about the program and getting them involved. I believe that
this program will benefit our future leaders and get them involved in something
worthwhile and give them some purpose in life. Sean Cutsinger

Happy Father’s Day
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June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue
2

3

Order Up Play
Auditions

Lodge BINGO National
Donut Day
6:00 PM

9

10

7 Lodge Meet- 8

Act I Players
Board Meeting

ing 7:00 PM

13

14

6:30 PM

15

16

4

5

11

12
St. Flag Day

National
Ice Tea Day

Cake Day

National Peanut
Butter Cookie
Day

17

18

19

Lodge BINGO National
Go Fishing Day
6:00 PM

National
Martini Day

National Eat Your
Vegetables Day

Forest Park 5:30

21

22

Lodge Meeting

National
Kissing Day

7:00 PM

Sat

Lodge BINGO National
German
6:00 PM
Chocolate

National Best
Friends Day

National
National
Photography Day Fudge Day

20

Fri

Order Up Play
Auditions

6
7:00 PM

Thu

1
6:30 PM

National
Chocolate Ice
Cream Day

Wed

23

25

24

26

Lodge BINGO Main St.
6:00 PM
Meeting
National Work
12.00 PM

National Selfie
Day

National
Chocolate
Pudding Day

From Home Day

27

28

29

National
Bingo Day

National
Tapioca Day

National
Camera Day

30

1

2

3

Lodge BINGO Off to National
Convention in
6:00 PM
Tampa FL

Helen Keller Day

4

LODGE OFFICERS
Exalted Ruler: Roger Cutsinger
roger@savoyco.com
Inner Guard: Danny Morrow
9299morrow@gmail.com
rdecker3@cox.net;

Leading Knight: Jim Masters
jimmasters2339@gmail.com
Esquire: Deb Kirkpatrick
dward@kstitle.com

Loyal Knight: Stephen Sheridan
Stephen_1.sheridan@hotmail.com

Chaplain: Sean Cutsinger
SeanCutsinger@gmail.com

Lecturing Knight: John Britt
jbritt2929@gmail.com

Treasurer: Tom Clark
tclark69@cox.net

Trustees: Rodger Decker, Tony Allison, Darlene Andrews, Loren Anthony, Stan Willis
tony.allison@intrustbank.com;
dandrews1221@gmail.com;
jacquelineanthony@att.net;

Secretary: Lisa Jack
lisa@jackins.com
willisstan35@yahoo.com

