
Hello all, 

I welcome the year 2020 to our lodge. We had many new events in the 

hall this past year, to include a Hobo Dinner, Drag Queen Bingo, Murder 

Mystery Dinner, and brought back New Year’s Eve Dinner. I would like to 

thank everyone that had any part in these events to help the lodge out.  

Many expenses have been incurred at the lodge to keep it going this 

past year. A new air conditioning system had to be installed in the hall, 

new awnings in the front and back of the lodge, new garbage disposal in 

the kitchen, new cooler and ice maker in the bar. Plus numerous other 

smaller items that contribute to the expenses. These are why it is more 

important to help in some of the many fundraisers we have for the lodge. 

Many more events are coming up in the next few months to support the 

lodge. I encourage you to try to attend a few of these to help the lodge 

out and to also have a good time. This is a new year that will come with 

new expenses that we will need to be prepared for. With your support, I 

believe we will have a successful year.
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Lodge Secretary – Mike Wrobel

Secretary Message

Exalted Ruler - Pat Strickland

ER Message

Visit the Flat Rock Elks Facebook page and hit the “LIKE” button:

www.facebook.com/flatrockelks1731 and Twitter Account @flatrocktweet

Flat Rock Elks Web Page can be found at Elks.org 

Happy New Year to all. 

Hope everyone is doing well. This is a busy time down at the lodge. There 

is something going on every month at the lodge. Stop down and enjoy all 

we have to offer. I will be sending out dues sometime in January. This 

gives you plenty of time to pay before April 1st. arrives. If you’re heading 

out of town I will except your dues now. Annual dues will be $82.00. Life 

Member $42.00. Just place an envelope in my mailbox behind the bar with 

money and your information and I will mail your new card out. If you’re 

delinquent, you can still pay your dues before April 1st. If delinquent dues 

are not paid before that date you will be dropped from records. Gun Raffle 

tickets are on sale now behind the bar. Get them while they last. They go 

fast. If you have a change in information, please contact me or drop it off 

at the lodge. 

Be Safe and have a great New Year.

*******************************************

Happy New Year 2020
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From the North Pole - Desk of Santa Clause

Dear Boys and Girls of the Flat Rock Elks:

Mrs. Clause and I wanted to send you a little note thanking you for making 

our visit to your Christmas party so special. 

It was nice to sit and talk with each and everyone of you and take pictures, 

so many pictures, my rosy cheeks hurt from so much smiling😊 You made our 

Christmas Special.

Please tell your parents that Mr. and Mrs. Clause think that the Boys and 

Girls of the Flat Rock Elks are some of the politest, if not the cutest children in 

Michigan.

Be sure to listen to your parents and always try your best and we know you 

will all be on the Good list again next year.

See you again in about 330 days at your next Christmas Party.

Yours Truly

Mr. & Mrs. Clause
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Elk member volunteers continue to support the things that are most important
to us “THE KIDS”. It took 50 plus volunteers to take these kids shopping and 
feed them and their family members at the lodge.
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Happy 2020 to all

Pat and I would like to wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous 2020.

The Elkady’s sponsored several events 

during the month of December:  We came 

together and decorated the hall. Elkady’s

purchased a brand new 12’ lighted 

Christmas tree and recently added 2 more 

12’ trees for next year.  Our annual Elks 

Christmas party was a huge success this 

Year. We not only brought back the “White 

Elephant” gift exchange where liquor

seemed to be the gift to steal but we had a 

“decorate your own table contest”.  We had 

many participants and the competition was fierce.  It was nice to see how many different 

table themes we had.  Before the party ended, we could already see the wheels turning for 

next year to see who can top who.

On December 15th we sponsored a craft and vendor show in the hall with 22 vendors.  

There was a wide variety of items available for purchase/order. We will be looking into 

sponsoring another show possibly in the Springtime.

Upcoming events:

Elkady’s Valentines Quarter Mania on Thursday February 13th, doors open at 6pm.  

Admission $10.00, come on down and win yourself some goodies for Valentine’s Day.

Flyers are posted around the hall and on our face book page or for additional information 

please contact one of the Elkady officers.

Elkady’s annual Soup Cookoff is Sunday February 16th. Bring down your “specialty” soup 

and enter the contest.  Entry fee is only $5.00.  If you just want to come down and sample and 

vote, cost is only $5.00.

If you are interested in receiving more information on how to join the Elkady’s our 

meetings are scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month @ 7:30pm and all are welcome 

to join.       Very Best Regards to All

Kim Strickland/Elkady President  



Flat Rock Elks Newsletter

*******************************************

January 2020

Up Coming Events:

2/2 Super Bowl

2/5 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

2/7 Fish Fry Dinner

2/9 Muskrat Dinner

2/12 Board Meeting 7:30

2/13 Quarter Mania

2/14 Valentine Dinner

2/16 Soup Cook-off

2/19 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

2/20 3rd Thursday Dinner

2/26 House  & Elkady
Meeting 7:30

2/28 Trustee Dinner

3/4 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

3/6 Fish Fry Dinner

Members All,

January is almost over, with not too much of winter left, I hope.  With winter here 

it could really make one feel like hibernating and staying inside, unless you are into 

the winter sports.  Take some time to come down to your Lodge and enjoy a 

beverage and meet up with some friends.  Please check out the many events 

planned for you as a Member listed on the calendar or flyers that are sent out.  You 

could be missing out on a fun night out with friends.  

I had the opportunity of planning your 365 Major Projects Dinner Dance which was 

truly a pleasure.  I could not express myself more at how much fun I had planning 

the event.  So many Members helped with either setting up the Hall, Cooking 

Turkeys, Ham or Pork Tenderloin and some extra sides provided.  So much food was 

brought in as a dish to pass whether it was an appetizer, side dish, or dessert it was 

so good. Our Kitchen crew was awesome, not to mention that we have our dish 

washer Ron Gildersleeve whom actually is amazing at doing this job, you may have 

seen him during a Fish Fry Night or two scrubbing dishes while at the window 

turning in your tickets.  Raffle tickets and 50/50 did so awesome, Thank you.   I 

understand the 50/50 Board was something New, thank you for trying it out, it 

never would have made a great profit, without YOU!  We had wonderful greeters at 

the door who received a Pink Bank or $5.00 at the door.  Our entertainment 

Hoosier Daddy-Unplugged provided some great tunes that Night.  Here is where 

more of our Elk Members provided help.  If you looked around the room at all of 

the tables set up with raffle items, wow!  Thank you for the raffle donations and 

cash donations.  Our 365 Tie was Auctioned off to Cathy Fater this year for 2020.  

The tie is in the process of getting the names in calligraphy on it.  

I look forward to seeing you at the Lodge, at our Valentine’s Dinner.   Also, if 

perhaps you are interested in volunteering more, please let me know.  Don’t be shy.  

I will see you at our next Fish Fry where you will catch me selling 50/50 tickets.  

Sincerely,

Esteemed Leading Knight

Jennifer Click
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The Past Exalted Rulers of our Lodge would like to thank all who supported

all of our “Fundraising Events” over the past few years which allowed us to

be the “Major” contributor to the cost of the new Aluminum Awnings on the

front and back of our Building. The Elkadys and the Euchre Club need

Thanks also due to their contributions, which then covered the total cost of the

“upgrade”. No Cost To The Lodge.

Our next Fundraising Event will be our Annual “Muskrat and Spaghetti

Dinner” coming up on Sunday: February 9th starting at Noon. It’s an “All You

Can Eat Dinner”. Hope to see you there.

Hope this goes to show that when there is a “Fundraising Event” being put on

by any of our Lodge Groups, it’s important for us all to attend. Just paying

your Yearly Dues does not bring in all the money needed to keep our Great

Lodge going. It’s all the extra Events that do. So come and hang out with the

others that will be there. Every Event is always a “Fun Event”.

Bernie Schaller PER, Secretary – Treasurer

Past Exalted Rulers (PER) Message

*******************************************

Up Coming Events:

2/2 Super Bowl

2/5 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

2/7 Fish Fry Dinner

2/9 Muskrat Dinner

2/12 Board Meeting 7:30

2/13 Quarter Mania

2/14 Valentine Dinner

2/16 Soup Cook-off

2/19 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

2/20 3rd Thursday Dinner

2/26 House  & Elkady
Meeting 7:30

2/28 Trustee Dinner

3/4 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

3/6 Fish Fry Dinner
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Lodge Activities  
On Saturday, November 16th the Drag Queen Bingo broads were 

back for another performance. The hall was packed. So much 

laughter! Once again, a good time was had by all! 

What a great time we had at our New Year’s Eve party! 

Kudos to Park Place for the great food, and to Hoozier Daddy for 

the great music! The dance floor was busy all night. We jumped 

into 2020 on the “right” foot. As the night was coming to an end, 

people kept asking the band for “one more song”.

Thanks to Pat for doing the 11th Hour. You nailed it (no notes)!

Next up –

St Valentine’s – “An Evening with Sinatra”. Restaurants too busy? 

Don’t feel like cooking? Get your tickets and bring your special 

Valentine to the lodge on Friday, February 14th. We are set for a 

night of Italian food and entertainment by Ol Blue Eyes himself.
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5th Year of the 10 Pin Takedown
It’s amazing that this was our 5th year of the 10 Pin Takedown Bowling Event 

we fund for the Downriver and Monroe ARC, Jo Brighton, Woodhaven High 

School, Flat Rock High School and Huron High School bowling teams.  In the 

past we have had to beg for the High School students to come out and assist 

with this program.  This year we had a minimum of one High School student 

per lane.  We also had a great Elk turnout.  The kitchen was fully staffed and 

thanks to all who helped.  I need to thank ENF again for giving us the grant 

money to put this event on.  If anyone out there has some extra time and 

would like to apply for the ENF Chairperson spot, I know Jennifer Click is 

searching for that person.  You don’t need a lot of time and you will have a lot 

of Elk support in putting all our ENF events.  This bowling event has more 

than 130 special athletes each year.  They look forward to this event all year 

long.  I would hate to see these events disappear because we don’t have a 

chairperson to support this cause.

Jeff Recker (PER)
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ARC/ Warrior Basketball 2020

We supported our 6th annual Warrior/ARC basketball and skills competition on 

January 25th.  This event just keeps growing.  We are now up to one set of Skills 

players, and 8 full basketball teams.  The event this year ran from 10:00 in the 

morning until 4:00 in the afternoon.  It was a full day of nonstop fun.  We 

served up more than 20 pizzas, 200 bags of chips, many cases of pop, water 

and Gatorade and more than 5 pounds of candy.  The Elk support was again 

Steller.  This event almost runs itself after this long.  It’s really good to see all 

these special athletes each year, and as they leave they all tell you “see you 

next year”.  Let’s just hope we can keep these events going and growing.  We 

saw all the usual suspects from ARC.  Tommy was still singing and back-up 

announcer.  Tony was once again predicting the big win, and again he and his 

team just won this time.  Many thanks to everyone that helped this year.  

I hope to see you all again next year.

Jeff Recker (PER)

The Jo Brighton special athletes and Carlson High School basketball players 

came together for “Shooting with the Stars” on January 19th.  This year even 

some of the Carlson alumni came back to play and cheer on the Jo Brighton 

athletes that they have gotten to know from the past six years.  The Carlson 

marching band performed and the Carlson cheerleaders cheered on the 

athletes.  This event is so much fun!   Thank you to coach Rob Raymond, 

Samantha and Teresa Camilleri for letting us be a part of this event.   A special 

thanks to Cathy Conflitti, Ron Gildersleeve, Kathy and Keith Diedrich (POPS) for 

cooking and serving lunch to all of the athletes.  Everyone is already talking 

about next year.  It takes a lot of volunteers to make this event a success.  

Watch for the date next year and come have a blast with some great athletes!

Kim Thornberry – Special Olympics Coordinator 
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Up Coming Events:

2/2 Super Bowl

2/5 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

2/7 Fish Fry Dinner

2/9 Muskrat Dinner

2/12 Board Meeting 7:30

2/13 Quarter Mania

2/14 Valentine Dinner

2/16 Soup Cook-off

2/19 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

2/20 3rd Thursday Dinner

2/26 House  & Elkady
Meeting 7:30

2/28 Trustee Dinner

3/4 Elk Meeting 7:30pm

3/6 Fish Fry Dinner

On January 15th the Flat Rock Elks initiated Jodi Keller
and nine additional new members. It’s so important to
bring in new members to continue the great work this 
Lodge has done over the past 72 years. It’s also very
Important to have these younger new members help
with the many programs we do in our community. 
During their initiation they mentioned that they like 
what we do in the community and would like to help.
New members are in no particular order: Jodi Keller,
Jacob Mitchell, Zachary Schlarb, Steve White, 
John McElmeel, Richard Martin, Jamie Huff, 
Lindsey Risden, Alexander Quirie and Brian Teyreau.

Robert E Fater

Born: May 7, 1945

Initiated: September 7, 1983

Life Member: January 18, 2012

Died: December 12, 2019

To Our Absent Member

Welcome New Flat Rock Elk Members



Flat Rock Elks Newsletter

*******************************************

January 2020

Thank you so much for your very generous donations.

This with donations from the Past Exulted Rulers, Elkady’s and the Euchre club 

allowed the Trustees/Board of Directors to completely replace the front and rear 

entrance awnings that where severely damaged and weathered during a windstorm 

earlier this year. Because of this we did not have to touch any of our Lodges savings. 

The new awning is much heavier and should provide many years of service and 

freshens up of the exterior of the building.

This past year the Lodge had some big expenses a new A/C and duct work, two hot 

water tanks that failed and were replaced, a new beer cooler, staining the deck, 

replacement of the garbage disposer, repairs to the roof, plus general maintenance 

items. So, your generosity was particularly apricated during our time of need. We all 

know the commitment of these groups to our Lodge and Elkdom and the amount of 

time and effort that went into raising that amount of money.

Like all of us our building and facilities is aging and will require additional 

maintenance and upgrades planned and unplanned in the years ahead. By working 

together, we can meet the needs of our Lodge and Elkdom and serve the needs of our 

membership and community for years to come. When you see Tim Campau please 

thank him for his hard work on replacing the awnings and keeping the cost reasonable. 

On behave of our membership we say Thank-You!

Fraternally Yours,

Jeff Click (PER)

Keith Diedrich

Ed Nuttman

Jeff Recker (PER)

Dave Scicluna

Tim Campau
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Our 24th Annual Wild Game Dinner was the largest in attendance that we have ever had 
since it started. We had 35 tables set up and only a few were not filled. Every year it’s 
been getting more attendance, as the word is getting around about our "awesome 
menu". Here is what we served: VENISON CHILI, VENISON VEGGIE SOUP, VENISON 
SLIDERS, PHEASANT REUBAN, SWEET & SOUR DUCK & GOOSE, VENISON STROGONOFF, 
VENISON MOSTOCHOLLI, VENISON CABBAGE ROLLS, VENISON PRIME ROAST, RABBIT 
ALFREDO, VENISON COWBOY BEANS,VENISON KIELBASA & KRAUT, SQUIRREL 
SHEPHARDS PIE, WILD TURKEY CASSEROLE, VENISON STUFFING & CANDY APPLE 
VENISON SLICES AND WALLEYE, PERCH & PANFISH. No other Event can compare with 
that menu. But the only way that can happen is that the "stuff" that we cook is donated 
from the successful hunters who "trade" for Admission Tickets.

It takes 3 days to prepare all this food, so all the "Kitchen Workers" that have been 
helping every year, along with the guys who set up the hall, the Bartenders, the Door 
Workers, the 50-50 Ladies, the Ladies who helped selling Raffle Tickets, "Long Tall Tom" 
for selling all the Raffle Tickets again, and anyone else who helped need a huge
"THANK YOU"!

Next Year will be the"25th Anniversary of the Event. It will be something special. We are 
starting to get ideas from everyone who would like to offer any thoughts. So.....on 
Monday: February 10th, starting at 7:00 P.M., my son Russ and me are "hosting" a "get 
together" in the Lounge for all who worked the Event that I mentioned earlier. Come on 
down for some Drinks and Munchies on Russ and me. See you there.

Bernie Schaller (PER)
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Flat Rock Elk Members support these local businesses  
because they also support the Flat Rock Elk’s. 

Local Business Advertising

If you would like to take a trial run 
and advertise in the Newsletter 

it’s $20 per issue or 
Six issues - one full year for $100.

Exp.2/20

Exp.2/20

Exp.2/20 Exp.2/20

Exp.2/20

19621 Wood
Melvindale, MI 48122
734-770-2223

micookieproject@gmail.com
Facebook - micookieproject

http://dtmdeparture.com/vacation-travel/

Support Flat Rock Elks
Your Advertisement Here 

November 2019

mailto:micookieproject@gmail.com
http://dtmdeparture.com/vacation-travel/


Click link for the on-line Flat Rock Elks Calendar. https://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?LodgeNumber=1731

Jo Brighton
Fundraiser

https://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?LodgeNumber=1731


Exalted Ruler………………………….. Harold “Pat” Strickland 
Esteemed Leading Knight………. Jennifer Click 
Esteemed Loyal Knight…………… Dave Metty
Esteemed Lecturing Knight…….. Marissa Strickland
Esquire…………………………………… Scott Thornberry (PER)
Secretary………………………………… Michael Wrobel
Chaplain……………………………….… Bernie Schaller (PER) 
Tiler………………………………………… Barry Fawley
Inner Guard…………………………….. Rhonda Boitkus
Treasurer………………………………… Alan Kowalewski
5 Year Trustee…………………………. Dave Scicluna
4 Year Trustee…………………………. Jeffery Recker (PER)
3 Year Trustee…………………………. Ed Nuttmann
2 Year Trustee…………………………. Keith “Pops” Diedrich
1 Year Trustee…………………………. Jeff Click (PER)

President…………………………………. Kim Strickland
1st President…………………………….. Kim Thornberry
Recording Secretary…………………. Gay Elamon
Corresponding Secretary………….. Gwen Bryant
Chaplain……………………………………. Lisa Iwen
Treasure……………………………………. Corrie Hale

Our Mission 
Committed to the members we have been duly sworn to serve, 
by upholding and maintaining the principles and goals of our 
Grand Lodge, State Association and District, while continuing 
to  improve our community, the image of our Lodge and 
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of USA

Lodge Information:

Elks Lodge #1731
26917 Telegraph Rd.
Flat Rock, MI  48134

Phone Number
(734) 782-1731

Lodge E-Mail
Elks1731@hotmail.com

Newsletter E-Mail
FlatRockElks@comcast.net

Hall Rentals
Sue Robinson

(734) 783-3026
srobinson@jaffelaw.com

Veteran Volunteers Call
Ken Cesta

(734) 642-5605
or

Bob Cousino
(734) 782-1847

Flat Rock Lodge Officers for 2019-2020

Elkady Lodge Officers for 2019-2020

Flat Rock Elks Newsletter

If you have any news, projects, events, fundraisers, dinners or information you 
would like Elk Members to know about contact Pops at: 
FlatRockElks1731@comcast.net
If you know of members that are not getting this Newsletter by email send me their 
email address. 

Note from the Editor

See ya……Pops

http://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodgenumber=1731

Have you checked out Flat Rock Elks Web Page?
Click on link:

November 2019
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