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Hello Everyone 

I hope everyone is doing great. 

“MY DREAM IS OF A PLACE AND A TIME WHERE AMERICA WILL ONCE 
AGAIN BE SEEN AS THE LAST BEST HOPE OF EARTH.”    Abraham Lincoln

Today I would like to discuss the process of anyone’s Concerns.

If you have a complaint or a concern there is a proper way to address 
them so that your concerns will be heard. Quite often I have someone 
come to me to discuss an issue from another person saying “Hey my 
friend came to me and told me this”. We as officers hear this a lot. 

The best way to get your voice heard is to bring your issue in person to 
a lodge meeting, you can call one of the officers on the board, or come 
in and speak to one of us in private. This process makes your complaint 
more important to us and I promise your issue will be addressed.

Have a great month of July be safe and have fun on our great Nations 

birthday…  

Happy 4th of July  

Your Exalted Ruler 

Richard C Kreitzinger
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The West Des Moines Elks Newsletter is 
published monthly, Edited by Greg & Terri Osby.

All articles must be submitted by the 20th of 
each month.  Please submit your articles to 

news@wdmelks.com

Message From Your Exalted Ruler
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TRUSTEE CORNER

TIME TO STEP UP

The Elks originated as a social club for entertainers known as the Jolly Corks. They sought to create a sup-

portive community for fellow actors. They would meet every Sunday for an evening of fellowship, merriment 

and to hone their skills as actors and performers. When a member died leaving a family in need, they came 

together to help.  This was the start of the Benevolent and Protective order of Elks.

Over the last 150 years the members of the Benevolent and Protective order of Elks have held true to this 

tradition of helping to take care of their members and their families, veterans, youth and our communities. 

As an ELK, ARE YOU READY TO CARRY ON THIS TRADITION?

The West Des Moines Elks have a strong history of helping our members and their families, veterans, youth 

and the several communities our lodge encompasses. Our lodge is the second largest lodge in the state with 

over 500 members. We are well respected within the Benevolent and Protective order of Elks.  This was only 

made possible by our members that have come before us over the last 35 years. ARE YOU READY TO HELP 

KEEP THIS STATUS?

Our long-term members knew what it took to make our lodge what it is today. Hard work and dedication to 

getting the lodge started. Providing a beautiful lodge for our members to gather for fellowship and fun. They 

developed a BINGO program, so we have the financial means to help support veterans and our communities. 

They VOLUNTEERED thousands of man hours working BINGO, cooking meals, helping veterans, supporting 

our communities and keeping our lodge standing. When the work was done, they did what all Elks do…they 

enjoyed their lodge. 

ARE YOU READY TO STEP UP? It’s time for our newer members to STEP UP in these areas. It’s time to let our 

long-term members know THANK YOU for making our lodge what it is today. It’s time to STEP UP and help 

shoulder the responsibilities of our lodge. It’s time to STEP UP to cook a meal, work a session of BINGO, help 

maintain our lodge and then do what all Elks do…enjoy the lodge.  

Let our long-term members then say THANK YOU to you for all you do.  THANK YOU for being a member of 

the West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752 and the Benevolent and Protective order of Elks. 

Please fill out a volunteer form today or reach out to our lodge secretary or any lodge officer to let them 

know you are ready to STEP UP!
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Our June 14th 2026 Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale went well serving 132 members, guests and friends 
which included 26 complimentary breakfasts to 5 Clive Fire Fighters, one Urbandale Police officer and 17 
Veterans which were transported to our lodge from the Des Moines VA Hospital (Domicile). We welcomed 
them to our lodge and again thanked them for their service. 

We can’t say this enough but our lodge does have so many great volunteers that volunteer for our lodge’s 
many activities and fund raisers. Our hats are off to all of them. This month our Breakfast volunteers were: 
Gloria Riesberg, Alice Jensen, Rosie Surber, Brian Becker, Nina Steele, Toby Charloe, Mike Schieffer, Beth 
DuPuy, Ted DuPuy, Forrest Laidlaw, Dalla Morris, Neil Davies, Doug Laird, MJ (Bar Tender), Mark Flohr, and 
Larry Cramer. Thanks everyone.  Thanks again to Mark Bergman for taking out and bringing in our Breakfast 
signs and to Nina Steele for taking our left-over food to the Bethel Mission to help feed the homeless.

Our June 14th free will bake sale brought in $358 which will be given to our annual “Children’s Christmas 
Giving Project.” Our Bake Sale-Volunteers were: Jean Shade, Jen Becker, Nancy Newcomb, Gloria Criswell 
and our many Lodge Volunteers who provide the delicious pastries, pies and cookies.

Our next Sunday Breakfast will be July 12th which includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled eggs, 
Bacon, Sausage patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and 
Chocolate chip pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. 
We are serving from 8:00 a.m. till noon, only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under. 
All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities. 

Again, thanks to all of our volunteers. Bring your neighbors and friends and we will see you  at our July 
Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale on July 12th, 2026.  Please pay the bartender for your breakfast.

Join Us - Sunday, July 12th
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The 26th Annual Elks Junior Golf Tournament is Friday, July 31st
Location: American Legion Memorial Golf Course, 1301 South 6th Street, Marshalltown Iowa 
50158
Time:  Tee time & Shot Gun start 9:00 am
Age Groups: Boys & Girls 10-11, 11-12, 14-15, 16-17

If interested Contact the WDM Elks Lodge for details or Anna Marie Nielsen SW District Youth 
Golf Chair.

Our West Des Moines 
Charity Golf Fundraiser 

is coming! 

See the Flyers in 

We are still looking for additional Sponsors!

Mike’s Auto Service at 10500 Hickman Rd. Suite A, 

Clive IA Is supporting the West Des Moines Elks 

Lodge Golf Outing for the 3rd year in a row, with 

$1000 donation! 

Because of donors like Mike’s Auto Service, we are 

able to provide vital resources, services, and 

opportunities to those who need them most.

Mike’s Auto Service repairs all makes and models 

with high quality standards and honest integrity.  

Several of our members use Mike’s Auto. 

Thank him for his support when you see him.

A Special Thank you to Mike’s Auto Service for being
a Platinum $1,000 Sponsor again this year!
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Lodge Activities 
Committee

LAC Meeting Minutes 

ELKS ANGELS
Tuesday July 14th at 1pm

lunch at:  Gilroy’s Restaurant
1238 8th St WDM

Please come join us.  We have 
happy talks, laughs and lots of 
fun and would love to see you! 

Marge (515) 371-3158

uly 2, Thursday. Thirsty Thursday $2.50 Well Drinks.
July 4, Saturday. Lodge Closed
July 4, Saturday. Urbandale Parade. Reach out to Jodi

Green if you’d like to participate.
July 4, 5, 6 & 7. Elks National Convention in Chicago
July 9. Thursday. Wine Night. 6:30 pm
July 10, Friday. Cliffy Burgers and Sweet Corn.  6:00 pm
July 16, Thursday. Bourbon Night. 6:30 pm
July 18, Saturday. Ice Cream Drinks. 6-8 pm See Flyer.
July 24, Friday. Back to School Fundraiser/Mike Aceto is

playing. 6-9 pm. Collecting School Supplies all month. See Flyer.

Mark your calendars for August:
August 1, Saturday. Membership Drive. Bikes, Hamburgers/Brats. 

DJ Dave. See Flyer.
August 6, Thursday. Thirsty Thursday. $2.50 Domestic Bottled Beer. 
August 7, Friday Night. Jimmy Buffet Night. DJ Dave. Fresh Margarita’s,

Beach Bingo and prizes. 
August 15, Saturday. WDM Elks Blue Star Mom Fundraiser. Pork Loin 
Dinner. 
August 17, Monday. Veteran’s Parade/Iowa State Fair 
August 29, Saturday. Golf Tournament and Steak Dinner. 

Next LAC Meeting. Monday, July 20, 6:30 pm
 LAC Chair, Julie Kafer 
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WDM ELKS CONTINUE TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY
West Des Moines Elks along with the Marshalltown Elks served 
275 Veterans and Des Moines VA Hospital Staff to a delicious 
Smokey D’s Bar-B-Q Lunch which included smoked turkey, 
Bar-B-Q Brisket, baked beans and macaroni salad on Wednesday 
June 10th 2026 at noon.
The Veterans were very thankful and all enjoyed the lunch.

The Volunteers included, left to right, Mark Flohr PER, 
Karen Flohr, Toby Charloe (secretary), Nina Steele, Gary Barrett of 
Marshalltown (Chair of Elks National Veterans Service), Jay Brewer, 
Laurel Degelau of Marshalltown, (Elks National Veterans Service, 
NE District), and Larry Cramer PER. 

Thanks everyone. Its Elks like you that make Elkdom so special.

West Des Moines Elks and Marshalltown Elks Lodges
Serving our Veterans at the VA Hospital 
right here in Des Moines!
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On May 22nd at 7:30 AM Tony Cirks and Larry Cramer cleaned out 
the deer shed where we stored 115 deer hides until we transported 
them down to Red Oak on Jan 18th 2026.

After taking every thing out of the  shed and sweeping out the  salt, 
with his power washer, Tony sprayed down the walls, ceiling, doors 
and floor with a special cleaner. Then thoroughly power washed it 
all off including pallets, saw horses and 4’X8’ plywood salting board. 
He then washed the outside of the shed.

Thanks again Tony. You Rock!!! You are much appreciated. 
A JOB WELL DONE.

Again, a big thank you goes out to Tony Cirks!
Our Deer Shed for 2026 is once again cleaned.
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Tuesday July 7th
and  

Tuesday July 21st 
at 6:30pm

We will be playing Sweep! 
Plus, bring your favorite game 

board games, cards, etc.  
Attendees will agree upon  

what games to play together!

Join Us!  
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Join Us - Sunday, July 12th
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BOURBON NIGHT
Thursday, July 16th at 6:30pm

Bourbon Night is once per month
always on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

We have enjoyed Bourbon Tasting at Elks (again) for six
months. The turn-out of tasters has been great! 
The feedback has also been great. Thank you!

Let’s just call this a 
SURPRISE BOURBON 

NIGHT!
It could be Rye Bourbon or it could be something else. 

But we promise you will not be disappointed.
Please join us again in July. 

If you have never attended, please mark your calendar!
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West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752
2060 NW 94th St Clive IA 50325

Contact 515-252-1717 or 515-314-9335

Please help us raise funds to help support our local veteran charities; 
Welcome Home Veterans homeless placement, 
Camp Sunnyside and Easter Seals Respite Care, 

police and firefighters project, and the local food banks.

All funds raised go to our charities

1st Flight - 1st Place  $300 ($75/ea.) -  2nd Place - $160 ($40/ea) 
2nd Flight - 1st place  $200 ($50/ea.) - 2nd Place- $120 ($30/ea)
3rd Flight - 1st Place  $100 ($25 ea.) - 2nd place- $80 ($20/ea)

$100/golfer - $400/team includes the great steak dinner 

Contact golfer. $100/ player

2026 Elks #2752 Charity Golf Fundraiser

Saturday, August 29th - 9:00 AM

$100/Player   

     $400/Team

*If you don’t play golf– you can still  buy a 

ticket for a great Steak Dinner for only $25
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Come Celebrate with me!

Tuesday, July 28th at 6pm

The individuals listed above can stop in for a free “birthday 
cocktail,  beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in 

which they are recognized in our newsletter!  

If we missed your birthday – please let us know!  
news@wdmelks.com

Wish these Elk Members 
& Spouses a special 

Happy Birthday!
when you see them 

at the Lodge this month!

BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!

All Members and their guests 
are welcome to join us and help 

celebrate all of this month’s Birthdays!

Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided!



WDM Elks Lodge #2752
515-252-1717          

www.wdmelks.com
July 2026

All listings are tentative – watch for email updates!
              If you don’t receive emails – Let us know! 

news@wdmelks.com

All Meals are $11.00 and served 
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.

    SUNDAY     MONDAY   TUESDAY WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY    FRIDAY  SATURDAY

Bingo Volunteers 
Needed!

Could you help at 
one BINGO 

Session 
per month?

Call 
Nancy Newcomb
at 515-681-0852

Dinner Crews 
Needed!

Could you help one 
Wednesday Night 

per month?
 Call 

Roger Fiori
at 515-201-6707

Open 4:30 – 9:00

No Scheduled Dinner

Pizza Night!
Stop up

 and Enjoy a 
Pizza!

Dinner Crews 
Needed!

1 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Firsty Thirsty 
Thursday

$2.50 Well Drinks 
$8 Burger Baskets 

_________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell 

Call: Larry Schweitzer 
Gloria Criswell, Rita Lans 

& Jen Hushagen

2 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 3 Lodge is Closed  
on the 4th. 

Happy  
4th of July!

Watch for Lodge Members 
in the Urbandale Parage!

4

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
______________________________________

No Bingo!
Play Pool - 1:30

Elks National Convention
in Chicago July 4th thru 7th

5 Open 4:30 – 9:00

  House/Board  
Meetings
6:30pm 

All Members welcome

6   Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

__________________________________

_______________________________

6:30pm Join Us

7 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Italian Sausage 
Sandwich

French Fries,
Salad 

& Dessert
Team Murphy

Serving at 6:15pm

8 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Passport to Summer! 

6:30pm 
__________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: Jason Larreau

Call: Larry Schweitzer
Nancy Newcomb, 
Jen Chambers &

Jennifer Hushagen

9 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Cliffy Burger
Summer Grill!

Serving at 6pm!

Join us for 
Delicious Cliffy 

Burgers and 
Corn on the Cob!

10 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 11

Open 8am - 7pm

Elk’s Breakfast 
& Bake Sale 

Served 
8am till Noon

_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Paul Stiles

Call:  Roger Halbur 
Nancy Newcomb

Mary Spoerl
and Joy Droessler

12 Open 4:30 – 9:00

 No Lodge Meeting 
Only one meeting in 

July and August

13 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

          9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM! 

_________________________________

Elks Angels
1:00pm Lunch

 at Gilroy’s Restaurant 
1238 8th St WDM

14 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Burger Basket 
Menu

Hamburgers, 
Cheeseburgers, 

Chicken Tenders, Fries, 
Onion Rings & More 
Kitchen’s Open!

Team Fiori
Serving from 5 till 7pm

15 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

Bourbon
Night!
6:30 pm

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
Sell: Nancy Newcomb

Call: Roger Fiori
Gloria Criswell, 
Jen Chambers & 
Beth Kneeskern

16 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 17 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 

Ice Cream 
Drinks! 
Only $5 ea 

Serving 6 - 8pm
Try a Pink Squirrel, 

Grasshopper, 
Salted Caramel, 

Butterscotch 
or Brandy Alexander!

18

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: Carla Sanburg 

Call: Patti Bond
Team:  Nancy Newcomb

Gloria Criswell
and Mary Spoerl 

19 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

LAC
Lodge Activities 
Meeting 6:30pm

Come share your ideas 
and get involved!  
Treats provided

20  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

6:30pm Join Us

21 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Chicken Cordon 
Bleu

Scalloped 
Potatoes,

Vegetable, Salad 
& Dessert
Team Stiles

Serving at 6:15pm

22 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: Joe Bechen

Call: Roger Halbur
 Team: Nancy Newcomb, 

Rita Lans &
Jen Chambers

23 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Back to School 
Fundraiser 6pm

Sandwiches  
and Chips provided

Live Music  
from Mike Aceto 

6pm to 9pm! 

24 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 25

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: JC Criswell

Call: Patti Bond 
 Team: Gloria Criswell

Mary Spoerl 
and Rita Lans

26 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

27 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM

_________________________________

Birthday Night!
6:00 pm
Join Us!

28   Open 4:30 – 9:00

No Scheduled Dinner

Pizza Night!
Stop up

 and Enjoy a 
Pizza!

Dinner Crews 
Needed!

29 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: JC Criswell
Call: Roger Fiori

Team: Gloria Criswell
Mary Spoerl & 
Jen Hushagen

30  Notice a FEW people 
doing a LOT of work?

31


