West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752

May 2026 Newsletter

2060 NW 94th St Clive, IA 50325
www.wdmelks.com 515-252-1717

Message From Your Exalted Ruler

Hello to all my Favorite Elks we are now in the Month of
May, My second month.

Inspirational Army quotes emphasize courage, resilience,
and leadership, highlighting the “will to do whatever it
takes”. Famous words from leaders focusing on Duty,
perseverance, and sacrifice, defining bravery as taking
action despite fear.

As Exalted Ruler | took an Oath of office. A Key component
within that oath is the Promise of Fidelity. The definition of
fidelity refers to the quality of being Faithful, loyal, or
devoted to a person, cause, or belief. | believe in the Elks
and | believe our lodge and everything we all do.

Last month we had a great Sunday Breakfast thanks to all
of the volunteers that work the breakfast every month.
We also had a wonderful spaghetti Dinner put on by our
Elks Riders serving 97 people. The proceeds for that dinner
is going to Blue Star Mothers of lowa, the money we
receive will go to creating Care packages for our soldiers,
sailors, Airmen, and Marines from lowa deployed to
multiple locations all over the world.

| would like to say thank you all for accepting my new wife
Mary Anne to our lodge (there are times | think all of you
like her more than me) we both love the Elks and our lodge
and all of our friends.

Thank you all for making our First month an easy one.

Your Exalted Ruler
Richard C Kreitzinger
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TRUSTEE CORNER

The Trustees hit the new EIk year running. The Trustees met and set up our first set of priorities. Here are the
top priorities for the next Elk Year.

Complete maintenance on the building exterior. We are requesting updated bids to paint the exterior and
treatment of the exposed wood.

Replace the bar stools in the club room.

Update lighting throughout the inside of the building.

Update the sound system in the building.

Complete camera placement on the exterior. We still have a few blind spots.
Outdoor space.

Being an officer of the lodge is a job and for several of the officers it is their second job. With that said every-
one needs a break from their job. The same holds true for the lodge officers. They come to the club room to
relax and meet with friends and family.

The officers of the lodge ask that you PLEASE come to the Trustee, BOD and Lodge meetings to discuss
lodge business. The club room is NOT the place to have these discussions.

If you have a concern that cannot wait for one of the above meetings. Please ask the lodge officer if they have
a minute to discuss a concern that can’t wait. If they agree, you and the officer will leave the club room to
have the discussion.

THANK YOQOU, for being considerate of the lodge officers time in the club room!

Lodge Spring Clean up Day!
Saturday May 2nd - 8:00 am!!

7 cleaning
Joinustodoa

morning clean-up
of the Lodge!
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MARSHALLTOWN VETERANS HOME
Spring Fish Fry
May 16th 2026

Our lodge continues to be very supportive of the Annual lowa Elks Association Veterans Home Fish Fry
which will be held Saturday May 16th . We will meet at the Lodge at 8:00am and car pool up to the home
(about an hour drive).

We participate in serving approximately 100 Veteran wheelchair patients who we bring down from their
rooms to the dining room, help serve food, carry trays and clean tables; then take them back to their
rooms.

Best of all the Veterans enjoy the delicious fish fry which includes fried Pollock, baked beans, scalloped
potatoes, apple sauce, Jello salads, rolls, coffee, tea, milk or water and of course ice cream.

All of the above is sponsored by the lowa Elks Association, prepared, cooked and served by lowa Elks from
many Lodges.

Our volunteers and past volunteers who have experienced giving a little bit of their time know that it is very
exhilarating and makes one very humble. The Veterans are excited to meet with us and all enjoy our
company and companionship. And of course, we thank them for their service. We always come away with

a good feeling.

“So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.”
Elks Do Care, Elks Do Share

Marge's Road Rally L
Saturday, June 6th - 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.  See flyerin this newsletter!

This is your chance to form a competitive team, jump in your car and explore designated sites around the
Des Moines area. What is the catch? | am not going to tell you where the sites are!

Your team must follow very specific driving instructions to each location. At each respective location, your
team then must guess the answer to the hint given. There will be a number of sites to find in and around
the area.

The winner of the Road Rally will be the team that has the most correct answers in the least number of miles
driven! There will be prizes for the winners also!

So put together a fun team (1 designated driver with passengers) and sign up before May 23rd. Any ques-
tions, please contact Marge at 515 -371 -3158. The cost is $10.00 per person, which will be donated to the
Landscape. The dinner is free but if you choose not to do the rally the dinner is $10.00 which will also be
given to the Landscape. Dinner will be served at 6:00. | am looking forward to this and hope you are too!

A{ | TH NK OU Aa WE @ VoLUNTEERS!
va.w
VOLUNTEERS! ,?\i,
We Cele » Service N I B L




PANCAKE BREAKFAST BUFFET AND BAKE SALE
A Special Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale!
Sunday May 10th 2026 * Each Mother will receive a Carnation!

Thanks go out to the following volunteers: Gloria Riesberg, Alice Jensen, Rosie Surber, Mark Flohr,
Karen Flohr, Toby Charloe, Beth DuPuy, Ted DuPuy, Brian Becker, Doug Laird, Forrest Laidlaw,

Neil Davies, Dallas Morris, Ann Bobo (Bar), Nina Steele and Larry Cramer.

Nina Steele hands out hygiene toiletry packs to the Veterans as they are leaving.

Our April 12™ “free will” bake sale brought in $355 which will be donated to the Lodge charity fund.
Our Lodge bake sale volunteers included: Jean Shade, Nancy Newcomb, Joyce McMickle, Jen Becker,
Mary Jo Plutt and Gloria Criswell and many Lodge volunteers who provided the delicious pastries,
pies, cookies and candy. Thank you again to Mark Bergmann for his continued help for taking out and
bringing in our breakfast signs. Thanks to all of you again for the many hours each month that you
donate your time to the Lodge.

Please join us for our next pancake Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale which will be our “Special
Mother’s Day Breakfast on May 10" serving 8:00am till noon which includes: Biscuits and

Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of course all you
can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip
pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody
Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. We are serving from 8:00
a.m. till noon, only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and
under.

All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other
youth activities.

Bring your neighbors and friends. See you at the Lodge.
Please pay the bartender.
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Great first Easter Egg Hunt! The weather was very chilly so we
moved it indoors. Fun was had by all.

Thanks to Nina Steele for being a fabulous Easter Bunny!
Wonderful helpers, Darlene Schluter, Brenda McAllister, Rich
and MaryAnn Kreitzinger, Karla Fiori and Chrissy Ellis.
Thanks for making this a fun kids event.

Julie Kafer filled 1000 eggs with candy etc.

Three Easter Baskets were given for those that found the
golden egg. | hope to see you all next year!!



IOWA ELKS LEATHER PROGRAM

Greg “Radar” Weinschenk PER WDM, Roger Fiori PER, WDM
and Karla Fiori, WDM, worked the lowa Elks Deer Classic
Booth to help promote the lowa Elks Leather
Program on Saturday March 7™ (Picture Left to Right)
Roger Fiori PER, Radar Weinschenk PER, and Karla Fiori.
Many deer hunters throughout lowa and neighboring states
came to visit the many exhibits and venders. Curtis Blystone
PER Red Oak Lodge (State Chair for the ELKS
Veterans Leather Program) used this opportunity to get the
word out about the many benefits of our great winning pro-
gram.
OUR WINNING PROGRAM IS:

A win for the hunter who donates the hide.

A win for the deer hide transformed into tanned leather.

A win for the veteran for Wheelchair gloves and leather crafting.
Did you know that by donating your deer hides to your local Elks lodge you can help thousands of disabled
veterans? In the past 5 years;

7,212 pairs of Wheelchair gloves were donated to disabled veterans

26,876 square feet of crafting leather was distributed to Veteran Hospitals and clinics.

421,849 Crafting and Occupational Kits were manufactured and given to disabled veterans

367,473 square feet of crafting leather was given to help heal our veterans.

3,825 deer hides were collected here in lowa 2026
THESE THERAPEUTIC KITS AND GLOVES ALL START WITH YOUR DONATED DEER HIDES.
Thanks, Curtis, for all that you do to promote and organize this great program. Thanks also to all of the oth-
er lowa Elks who worked and participated in the Deer Classic. A job well done.

“SO LONG AS THERE ARE VETERANS, THE BENEVOLENT AND PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS
WILL NEVER FORGET THEM”

Welcome to our Elks Family!
New Members initiated
on March 23rd, 2026!

When you see

John Giunta; Tom McAllister; Justin Scott; Ryan Youngdale;

Denise Chambers; Jennifer DeCarlo; Robert Paulus; Victoria Brok; a new face
Elizabeth Siglin; Rich Kreitzinger, Leading Knight; . I
Chrissy Ellis, Exalted Ruler; and Michelle Paterson. lntrOduce yourself'



Lodge Activities

LAC Meeting Minutes Committee
April 20th, 2026

Attendance: Julie Kafer, Becky Young, Tammy and Joe Bechen, Rich and MaryAnn Kreitzinger,
Toby Charloe, Nina Steele, Natalie Thomas and Frank Dunn.

All activities are on the monthly calendar on the last page
of this Newsletter.

Upcoming Activities for May:

Mark your Calendar for May:

May 2, Saturday. Spring Cleanup at the Lodge. 8am-Noon.

May 2, Saturday. Kentucky Derby Race. Hat Contest.

May 6, Wednesday Night Special Dinner Cinco De Mayo. 6:15 pm
May 7, Thursday. Thirsty Thursday. $2.50 Well drinks.

May 10. Sunday. Breakfast/Bake Sale Mother’s Day.

May 14. Thursday. Wine Night. 6:30 pm

May 16, Saturday. Fish Fry Marshalltown Vet's.

May 21. Thursday. Bourbon Night. 6:30 pm

May 29, Friday. Sock Hop. Canceled for Now.

Coming Up in June:

June 4. Thirsty Thursday

June 6. Saturday. Marge’s Road Rally 3-5 pm
Free Dinner at 6pm. See Flyer.

June 26. Friday. Cliffy Burgers 6 pm.

Next LAC Meeting. Monday, May 18, 6:30 pm LAC

Chair, Julie Kafer

ELKS ANGELS
Tuesday May 12th at 1pm
lunch at:

Coopers Hawk Restaurant,
12801 University Ave, Clive .

I look forward to spending time
with everyone again.
Marge (515) 371-3158

ELKS Riders
Meeting

Tuesday May 12th
at 6:30pm




WDM Elks Spring Style Show Fundraiser
Was another Successful Show!

The Fashion Show was a success! We made almost $2,300 for our Veterans Children’s Christmas gifts.

Next year the Fashion Show will be on April 17, 2027. Mark your calendars early for this much anticipated
event!

It takes a village of helpers to make this a success. Julie Kafer and Nina Steele spent countless hours putting
on this event. We all know we appreciate all the decorations and work that Nina puts in. Thank you!

Kitchen help was needed and we couldn’t have done it without these ladies Jen Mclver, Lynette Murphy,
MaryAnn Kreitzinger, Darlene Schluter and Ceil Friess. Thank you!

Moving tables for this event is not a fun task! A big shoutout goes to Rich Kreitzinger, Kevin Marian, Karla Fio-
ri, Julie Cherry and daughter, Ron Young and Joe Kafer. Thanks to Rich for washing all the salad plates before
the event too!

Greg Osby made the beautiful flyer and the tickets. He does so much behind the scenes. Thank you!

The Tuesday group made our party mix and helped with the rolling of the napkins and silverware. Love this
group for their support!

At the front desk we had Linda Eggers and Nina Steele. Our models for Purple Poppy were Lucy Norton, Roxie
Ludwig and Darlene Schluter. Thank you for taking the time to do this.

There were many ladies that contributed delicious salads and some that brought several. | really appreciate
the time and effort for your support!! Until next year....

it

Fundraiser to benefit our

. WDM Elks Lodge #2752
Elk’s Veterans Children's 2060 NW 94" Street,
Christmas Gifts Program. Clive, IA 50825
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Thursday, May 7th!

Firsty Thirsty Thursday is ONLY on the first Thursday of the month...

$2.50 Well Drinks all evening.

$8.00 Burger Basket Specials

We will be offering our Hamburger or Cheeseburger Basket with fries
We will also have Chicken Tenders Basket or TRY our NEW Chicken
Tender Salad. Other appetizers will be available for purchase.

Food served from 5pm until 7Zpm. Yummy!!

@ /é%, lE%E E Tuesday May 5th
" d
N ﬁ @ H T Tuesda: ’;\ﬂay 19th

at 6:30pm

We will be playing Sweep!
Plus, bring your favorite game
board games, cards, elc.
Attendees will agree upon
what games to play together!

Join Us!
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WDM Elks Lodge #2752

Community Breakfast & Bake Sale

Join Us - Sunday, May 10th
. 8:00AM — 12:00 PM

: Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa - only S3.50

Pancakes ~—~

) (Blueberry & Chocolate Chip)

Homemade Treats & .
Baked Goods for Sale "

Adults —S11 °” Kids 10 & Under -S5

All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities !




ELKS LODGE #2752 PRESENTS

WINE TASTING NIGHT

THURSDAY, MAY 14TH
Where every bottle sounds like it belongs in a bouquet. . .

Sawevignon
L Blanc

Bring your favorite appetizer or snack to share!

SECOND THURSDAY OF MAY
DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM




BOURBON NIGHT

\
Hs Thursday, May 21" at 6:30pm
BOURBON Bourbon Night will be once per month

\ W always on the 3" Thursday of each month.
O

Join us for another fun night drinking bourbon.

We will have lowa Distilling Co.
as our guest presenter.

Ashley from lowa Distilling Co.
will come to us with four samples
of lowa made spirits.

We will have some appetizers, but are

always happy if you decide to bring ENJOY

something to share.
Thank you for supporting Elks W
Bourbon Night and a local company Cﬂ%’

bringing us together through cocktails!




Kentucky Derby Party

Please join us to celebrate

e QRun /04& the Roses”

Saturday, May 2nd
Doors Open at 4:30
Race Starts “Around” 5:57pm

Racing Game, Food,
Hat Contest, and Karaoke!

Bring your favorite qp BW‘J' @“E'j
A

Snack to Share

Serious Bingo for
Serious Bingo Players!
New players welcome!

West Des Moines Elks Lodge
e 2060 NW 94th St Clive, IA

Thursday Nights at 7pm < Sunday Afternoons at 2pm!
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wednesday night

DINNER 6«

COOKING weneed Ml

=2D>=C RE W= \/nhinteerc!

willing to join a team or help out in any way
Call Roger Fiori (515) 201- 6707

We Need Bingo Volunteers!

s "

| 5

We have BINGO Openlngs|

The calendar may look full - but we have some

15



This is your chance to form a N -
competitive team, jump in your car - SN

. : 7
and explore designated sites around

the Des Moines area. What is the ﬁ So put together a fm team

catch? | am not going to tell you
where the sites are!

e = and sign up before May 23rd.

Your team must follow very specific

(1 designated driver with passengers)

driving instructions to each location. Any questions, please contact
At each respective location, your
team then must guess the answer 8 Marge at 51 5'371 '31 58.

to the hint given.

The cost is $10.00 per person,
There will be a number of sites ' which will be donated to
to find in and around the area. "~ the Lodge Landscape Project. 4

The witineriof the RoadiRallywil The dinner is free but if.you C:hOOSe
d Sha taam et Katihe niost not to do the rally the dinner is $10.00

correct answers in the least h il which will also be given to
number of miles driven! There will _ the Lodge Landscape Project.

be prizes for the Winners a[so! ............................................................................

I am looki forard to_

and hope you are too!
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BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!

Tuesday, May 26th at 6pm i

All Members and their guests M l
are welcome to join us and help YT,
celebrate all of this month’s Birthdays! |

Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided! Al

Come Celebrate with me!

T A
aj‘“ |1 )
.l {

02 Candace Clark 12 William Brewer 21 Jane Hildenbrand
02 Roger Halbur 13 Warren Brott 21 Kelli Sheppard

02 Catherine Huggins 13 Gary Hanson 21 Paul Spragg

04 Virginia Johnson 13 Dave Scott 21 Cathy Sharp

04 Donald Sleeth 13 Robert Clark 22 Dianna S. Kilbride
04 Dan Wooldridge 13 Lori McCormick 23 Suzette Glenn

05 Michael Haggerty 16 Lisa Chiodo 24 Cheryl DeHaai

05 Kip Hutzell 16 Steven Mehalovich 25 James Murphy

06 Russell Pape 16 Virginia Smith 26 Jeff Mitchell

07 Lance Gardner 16 Paula Michalski 26 Danny Norris

07 Kerry Manus 17 Eric Carey 27 Russell Youngquist
07 Tara McCune 17 Tim Conlan 28 Aaron Nord

08 Joseph Bechen 17 Jeffery McFarland 29 David Dunakey
08 David Heath 18 Karen Olejnczak 29 Kari Paulsen

08 Rick Meehl 19 Barbara Deats 29 Brenda Sue Garrison
09 Roxann Lipes 20 Nichlos Garrison 31 Jonah Jensen

10 Darlene Schluter 20 Lise Melton 31 Tyler Rosa

12 Terry Brady 20 Sharon Van Verth

Wish these Elk Members o ) ) e
& Spouses a special The mdl-wduals listed abo.ve can st.op in for a free blrthd-ay
. cocktail, beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in
H appy Birthda y ! which they are recognized in our newsletter!
when you see them

If we missed your birthday — please let us know!
at the Lodge this month! f y y—p

news@wdmelks.com

17



WDM Elks Lodge #2752

515-252-1717

www.wdmelks.com

May 2026

All listings are tentative — watch for email updates!

If you don’t receive emails — Let us know!
news@wdmelks.com
All Meals are $11.00 and served
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.

FRIDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY
Open Noon - 7pm i } i Open 4:30 — 9:00/Cl Open 4:30 — 9:00/Close
B P B :( 31 d'\é?élgcg?_gﬁvg v?/g?fv D|r|1\|ne|;]I Cdrlews B|ng,c\>l V%Iu Or|1'teers Pen = P Spring 2

urger Baskets eedea: €eaea: )
Served 12-5pm Could you help one Could you help at Clean-Up
y 8
Play Pool - 1:30 Wednesday Night one BING am
— per month? Session
SEIIID%): %?’E?well Call per month? Kentucky
Call; Patti Bond | Roger Fiori Call Derby 5:30
Team:RC_EtIoEa Criswell | - at 515-201-6707 Nancy Newcomb Hat Contest
ita Lans -681-
and Mary Spoerl \ at 515-681-0852 & Karaoke
Open Noon - 7pm 3 Open 4:30 - 9:00 4 Open 4:30 - 9:00 5 Open 4:30 - 9:00 6 Open 4:30 —9:00/Close | 7 Open 4:30 - 9:00/Close | 8 Open 4:30 — 9:00/Close |9
Burger Baskets 9to 5%ers meet D Firsty Thirsty |
Served 12_5pm el i - 3'5 at Nine AM! e Thu rSday
Play Pool - 1:30 : - . $2.50 Well Drinks
y : A - . o g Cinco de Mayo $8 Burger Basket
Bingo 2pm = Lﬁfﬁlﬁu[‘l. |i Mex|can Specials
Sell: JC Criswell House/Board E@- E @ II"E "1_f : ~ Bingo 7pm
Call: Larry Schweitzer Meetings _ i Dinner Sell: JC Criswell
Team: Gloria Criswell 6:30pm 6:30pm Join Us Call: Larry Schweitzer
Joy Droessler -o0p Team Charloe Gloria Criswell, Beth
and Mary Spoerl All Members welcome Serving at 6:15pm Kneeskern & Mary Spoerl
Open 8am - 7pm 10 Open 4:30 — 9:00 1 Open 4:30 - 9:00 12 Open 4:30 — 9:00 13 Open 4:30 - 9:00 14 | Open 4:30 - 9:00/Close |15 | Open 4:30 - 9:00/Close |16
Mother’s Day : : Carpool leave
Breakfast 9“5_ 910 2 rs meet Italian Sausage ‘rtllline-‘l'l' £8:00
4 at Nine AM! L ~atollam
& Bake Sale e Sandwich, . \ Fish Fry at the
gam till Noon Elks Angel : 6:30pm y
Bingo 2 Fo0pm Loren at French Fries, R — Marshalltown
Selll'nggulgr{?les ; Coopers Hawk Restaurant, Salad & Dessert Sell: Nan%y Ngwcomb Veterans Home
Call: Roger Halbur Lodge Meeting 12801 University Ave, Clive Call: Larry Schweitzer
T clracen || T || B Riderseeing| | Teamurpty || T e
Nar:cay Neweomb embers we 6:30pm in Aronson Hall Serving at 6:15pm NAV Need a Volunteer!
Open Noon - 7pm 17 Open 4:30 — 9:00 18 Open4:30-9:00 |19 Open 4:30 — 9:00 20 Open 4:30 — 9:00 21 | Open 4:30 - 9:00/Close |22 | Open 4:30 - 9:00/Close |23
Burger Baskets . @, oo Sersmeet No Scheduled Bourbon | Club room
Served 12-5pm e/ T'Rp  atNine AM! Dinner Night' % is Open!
Play Pool - 1:30 = LAC [ 6:30 pm
Bingo 2pm Lodge Activities ECaME Stop up and “BingoTpm RUAUTZ =
Sell: Carla Sanburg Meeting 6:30pm KIGKT Enjoy a Pizza! Sell: Nancy Newcomb TGt o W =2
Call: Roger Halbur Come share your ideas ' 3 Call: Roger Halbur T — " )
Team: Joyce McMickle ; . ST EETD Team: Joyce McMickle Have you signed up Memorial Day
Rita Lans and and get mvo!ved. -oUpm Join Us Jen Chambers ' for Marge’s Road Weekend
Nancy Newcomb Treats provided and Mary Spoerl Rally on June 61?
Open Noon-7pm | 94 = 25 Open4:30-9:00 | 26 Open 4:30 - 9:00 27 Open4:30-9:00 |28 | Open 4:30 —9:00/Close [ 29 | Open 4:30 — 9:00/Close |30
Club room =2 " 9to5%rs meet Chicken Fried
is Open! . *‘&* " 9"'5 at Nine AM Steak
-~ S Mashed Potatoes,
= MEMORIALDAY | | girthday Night! i Vegetable, Salad Bingo 7pm
=== REMEMBER AND HONOR Sell: Joe Bechen
" 6:00 pm & Dessert Call: Patti Bond
Memorial Day Join Us! Checker/Concessions

Weekend
Bingo is closed

Lodge is Closed

Team Murphy
Serving at 6:15pm

Joyce McMickle,
Mary Spoerl and
Nancy Newcomb



mailto:news@wdmelks.com

