
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks # 2658—A Fraternal Organization 

 
 Greetings Fellow Elks! 
 
In adhering to our motto, “Elks Care, Elks Share”, and the Elks 
Virtue of “Charity”, I am pleased to report that the past few months 
were dedicated to successful fundraisers and charitable programs.  

We donated 170 backpacks during our “Back-to-School” Program, as well as 
purchasing clothing, footwear and necessities for school children in need.  
Backpacks filled with essential school supplies were distributed to Village 
Green School, Boys & Girls Club, Holy Family Church, and Hibiscus Children’s 
Shelter. 
 
Our Village Green School food pantry is being routinely replenished, stocked 
with nutritious food for children and families requiring assistance.  In addition, 
members of our Grace Packs Program are dedicated to shopping for healthy 
groceries for school children who lack, or have insufficient, meals over the 
weekends.  We are expanding our activities to include other significant local 
charities, such as CareBag (mobile shower units for the homeless).  We are 
actively involved in providing CareBag with necessities and hygiene products 
for the homeless and their children in our community.  Also, we are hosting 
“Vision for Kids” at our Lodge, offering free vision exams and eyeglasses to 
children.  
 
In collaboration with the Treasure Coast 10-13 Club, our P.A.L. fundraiser din-
ner dance on August 8th was an immense success, contributing over $6,400 to 
benefit the Port St. Lucie Police Athletic League youth programs.  Approxi-
mately 200 guests attended, which included our Elks members, members of 
the 10-13 Club, PAL representatives, law enforcement officers and officials, 
and dignitaries. 
 
As a result of the support of our members, we are proud of our charitable en-
deavors during the summer, which were unprecedented!  This momentum is 
our steadfast commitment throughout the remainder of the year. 
 
I cannot reiterate enough, my pride in our Lodge and our Members, who un-
waveringly reinforce our missions – supporting our community by feeding hun-
gry children and families, helping our veterans, our homeless, and our youth.  
It is the team effort and the synergy that transform “ordinary” into 
“extraordinary”.  With every attendee at our events and dinners, and every vol-
unteer, greatness is achieved.  Thank you for being a crucial part 
of these accomplishments!   
 
Fraternally, 
Art Lander, Exalted Ruler 
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                       SEPTEMBER 

I have chosen JOHN STEWART 

For SEPTEMBER’S ELK OF THE MONTH. 

 
           
        I have chosen JOHN (JAKE) STEWART for 
SEPTEMBER’S ELK OF THE MONTH. 
 
Jake joined the Elks Lodge 2658 three years ago.  
He is from Williamstown, New Jersey, outside of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  He retired from Ver-
izon and relocated to Port St. Lucie twelve years 
ago. 
 
His three daughters and wife are his life, along 
with his two very special grandchildren. Origi-
nally from Philadelphia, Jake is a devoted Flyers 
fan.   
 
Seeking opportunities to help and serve others, 
he joined the Elks for the veterans and children’s 
programs supported by the Elks.  Jake can al-
ways be depended upon for support in the 
kitchen, especially preparing for the busy weekly 
burger nights at the lodge. 
 

It is my pleasure to appoint Jake as 
Elk of the Month! 

           PORT ST. LUCIE  ELKS 
           MOTORCYCLE RIDERS 
   Meet every 3rd Tuesday Night at 7pm 

                    
                 OPEN TO ALL ELKS MEMBERS 
             FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 

              CALL: PETE JORDAN 772-285-0123 

Please be advised that if you are at the Lodge or attend a func-

tion of the Lodge your photo may be published in the Elks 

News or on our webpage and/or Facebook. Published by PSL 

Elks Lodge #2658, PER, Thomas Randazzo 

If  your Birthday is in September don’t  forget 

to come into your lodge for your FREE drink! 

NOTICE 
        Pool League meets every Monday night at the lodge. 

               Pool starts at 6:30pm and random drawing for Players begins. 
All members are invited. 

Bowling league meets every Monday night at 

7PM. At St. Lucie Lanes on US1 
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 MONDAY - 4 PM  /   TUESDAY - 2:30 PM 

 WEDNESDAY - 4 PM  / THURSDAY -  2:30 PM 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY -  4 PM  

SUNDAY - 12 PM 

TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
PHONE NUMBERS: 

BAR & RESERVATIONS 772-335-3557 

SECRETARY & TREASURER 772-335-3517 

IF NO ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE WITH 

YOUR NAME & PHONE NUMBER “SPEAK CLEARLY” 

  Hello, Members! 

With our Queen of Hearts jackpot climbing so high, you might 
think our membership would be growing exponentially! Yet, we’re 
seeing what our more “seasoned” members tell us are normal sum-
mer membership numbers. 

And for us on the Membership Committee, that’s perfectly fine! 

While we’re always excited to welcome new faces through our doors, 
our goal isn’t simply to add names to the membership roll. We want to 
welcome people who discover what makes our Lodge special—our 
friendships, our community involvement, our charitable work, and, of 
course, all the fun we have together. 

We’re looking for members who are here to STAY—not just to 
PLAY! 

The Queen of Hearts may bring them through the door, but it’s our 
members and the spirit of our Lodge that will make them want to 
stay. 

So, when you see someone new, introduce yourself. Invite them to sit 
with you. Tell them about an upcoming event, committee, or volun-
teer opportunity. A simple welcome can be the beginning of someone 
becoming a lifelong Elk. 

Together, we’re not just growing our membership—we’re building a 
stronger Lodge. 

Veronica Montoya 
Membership Committee Chair 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
  Our dinner in July was a huge success, all proceeds 
raised by veterans committee are allocated to our Veter-

ans, Army of Hope, Parade of Hero’s, and other projects we 
host. August 25th dinner is pork chops and music by the Hitman. 
      
  On August 10th, members of the Board of the Veterans Com-
mittee and Grant Committee traveled to the Fischer House at 
the West Palm Beach VA to present a $1,000 grant donation to 
support their ongoing efforts to assist veterans and their fami-
lies.  Kathy Borrelli Veterans Chair , John Gravina Veterans Co-
chair , Rose Orlowski-Veterans secretary  and Elks Treasurer 
Barbara Iraci ,who submitted and obtained the grant , on behalf 
of the lodge and Veterans  committee. 

 On Sept 11, 2026, The Elks Lodge 2658 and The Veter-
ans and Color Guard will host “WE WILL NEVER FORGET cer-
emony  at 8;30- 9:30 ish  by the flag pole. This is a pubic Event 
so bring your friends,  The Lodge will provide coffee and donuts.

 Any one that has a NYFD helmet we would like to honor 
it, so please reach out to me and I will get it from you, 
We are proud to continue supporting organizations that make a 
difference in the lives of our veterans and their families. 

 Our Color Guard team is moving right along with practic-
es and preparing for our upcoming ceremonies! We’re excited to 
continue building our team and honoring our veterans and our 

community. 
 
 
 October Auction & Fundraiser and membership drive. 

This auction will open at 4 to 7:30 for any one to place a bid. 
The Veterans Committee is looking for bottles of alcohol for our 
upcoming fundraiser (Oct) and Cork You Game. We welcome 
donations of wine, liquor, large or small bottles, or anything alco-
hol-related. If you’d like to donate, please reach out to me or 
drop your donation off at the lodge. Please label it: Kathy Borrel-
li / Veterans Committee. 
 
Thank you for supporting our Veterans Committee!  
 
Kathy Borrelli Veterans Committee Chairperson 
John Gravina Veterans Committee Co-Chairman 
Lauri Archicald Color Guard Commander 

    

Greetings to All from our Lodge House Committee! 
 
As we approach the Fall season, we welcome back our 
“Snowbird” members and summer vacationers and look forward 
to seeing you all again at the Lodge. The House Committee is 
excited to be scheduling new and entertaining events for the 
enjoyment of our members and their guests. 
 
In preparation for school commencement last month, we were 
actively engaged in donating and distributing backpacks and 
school supplies to children in our community.  Our dinner dance 
fundraiser for the local Police Athletic League, in partnership with 
the Treasure Coast 10-13 Club, was an overwhelming success.   
 
The Victory Casino Cruise on August 29th was a sensational 
event, an exciting memorable day for everyone.   
 
Our chefs are planning their specialties, so reserve your Tuesday 
evenings for dinner at the Lodge.   
 
Mark your calendars for our September events: 
 

Labor Day BBQ on September 7th – Celebrate the day with 
great food and music. 

Game Night on September 14th, always a lively competitive 
evening. 

Our Ladies Luncheon is on September 21st, with raffles and 
games.  This month’s theme is “Baseball”.  Wear your 
favorite baseball cap, team jersey and sneakers!   

Veterans’ Dinner Dance on September 22nd – Boneless ham 
dinner & music by DJ Jo-Jo. 

Support and meet our new members, make new friends and 
share experiences, at our “Meet & Greet” on September 
26th. 

Korean War Veterans Fundraiser Dinner Dance on Septem-
ber 29th – Music by the fabulous Big T.   

Sunday Football Begins!  Enjoy the games at the Lodge on 
Sundays with your friends and fellow members!     

  
Members are always welcome to attend our monthly House 
Committee public meetings.  Your suggestions and input are 
appreciated, as we strive to implement beneficial programs and 
create special events.   
 
Thank you to all our volunteers and to our members for your con-
tinued support, and I look forward to seeing everyone at our 
“Friendly Lodge” for this month’s events!  
 
JoAnne Cassels-Lander 
House Committee Chairman        

A Word from THE ANONYMOUS ELK 
Littering around the Lodge 

 
      During the previous few Wednesday nights as well as other nights, I have noticed quite a few empty plastic 
drink containers ( cups as well as bottles ) outside around the property, as well as cigarette butts on the ground. 
 
As a reminder there are containers by both doors for your cigarette butts if you need to smoke, and no drinks of 
any kind should be taken out of the building at any time. 

 
We all should know the rules, and it could be visitors that are not familiar with our rules, but the discarding of any garbage outside 
is not acceptable at all, we have plenty of receptacles all around the Lodge so please do not do this. 
 
On a positive note , we do have some folks, myself included, who are seen picking up trash and cigarette butts on their own, 
which is a welcome site to me! 

 
Let's ALL do better in the future, and always remember!   Elks Care Elks Share!!! 
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“What it means to ME to be an ELK!” 

By Barbara Vermiglio 
 

 I have been an Elk for several years and have enjoyed the company and activities. Sadly, last fall my 
husband of 62 years, Bill, passed away. 
   

The emptiness is overwhelming at times. We had been in the habit of going to the Elks for a drink 
and supper. So after a while I decided to go by myself. Of course, I was welcomed with open arms, from all 
my friends. I‘ve continued to go a few times a week, and I am so grateful for the warmth and friendship that 
helped me through the worst time of my life. The Elks have helped me fill the void and given me a welcom-
ing place to spend a few evenings each week. 

 
                                     Thank you, brothers and sisters of Elks Lodge 2658! 

The CARE TEAM is starting a 
“Caregivers Support Group”.  

 
 The first session is scheduled for Thursday, 

September 24, 2026 at 10:30 AM at the 
Lodge. 

 
All Caregivers are encouraged to attend and 

join other Caregivers for support and 
encouragement. 

 
For questions, please call or text 

Beth Gluvna at 407-312-3017, or call the 
Lodge office at 772-335-3557. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE LODGE AND THE CLUB? 

 
The Lodge receives its charter from the Grand Lodge 
and is considered a local lodge or subordinate lodge. 
It is responsible for the daily business matters and for 
following the Constitution and Statues of the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, it takes care of the 
physical plant, and in charge of the charitable endeav-
ors among other things. 
 
The club is the area of the building where we have the 
social functions including dining, dancing and games. 
 
We can have a Lodge with no club; but cannot have a 
club with no Lodge. 
 
Remember that everything we do must follow the Con-
stitution and Statues of Grand Lodge and 2658 By-
Laws. 
 
Fraternally, 
Marge Spera, PDDGER 
Lodge Advisor 
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ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS 

 

All Business 

Card Ads will 

 appear in our, 

 

The Elks News 

newsletter,  

 

On-Line 

Bulletin, and our 

In-House TV. 

 

For more infor-

mation, call the 

office at: 

772-335-3517 



Port Saint Lucie Elks Lodge #2658,  
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

P.O. Box 8152 
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34985-8152 

772-335-3557 
 

September Newsletter 
2026 

Elks Care  
         Elks Share 

PUT YOUR SPARE CHANGE IN 

THE VETS DONATION CANS 

               Planning a Party?  
             The Elk’s is the Place! 

 

Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Showers   
Birthdays * Anniversaries * Office Parties 
Family/Class Reunions * Golf Luncheons 

Banquets * Corporate Events 
 

Our Ballroom can seat up to 160. 
 A dance floor is available for those wishing to have a 

band or DJ with dancing. Our kitchen facilities are 
first class and can be rented out for an additional fee.. 

 

Call JoAnne: 772-335-3557 

NOTES FROM SECRETARY  
 

RICK BARTH, DDGER 
Office Telephone 772-335-3517.  

If not available, please leave a message. 
Sickness & 

Distress, please inform the 
 office if an Elk is sick or passes away.  

Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  
9:30 am- 1:30 pm. 

Nonprofit Organization 
US Postage Paid 
Fort Pierce, FL 
Permit No. 347 

THE ELKS NEWS is the official publication and is 

published monthly by PSL Elks Lodge #2658. 

Articles must be in Word Document and Flyers 

must be received by the 15th of the month to ensure 

that your entry is in the next month’s edition. 

 NO EXCEPTIONS!  

Please send all print-ready entries and flyers to:  

elksnews2658@gmail.com 

No Child Should Be Hungry 

 

GRACE PACK FOOD DRIVE 

Please help feed the local school children. 

A box is located in the bar area for donations 

 

COLLECTING Jars of  

“ PEANUT BUTTER ” 


