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Message from the Exalted Ruler 

 

To All Our Great Members 

Another month has flown by, and we're looking forward 

to welcoming our members and guests to the Lodge for 

another exciting month of fun, fellowship, and great 

events. 

We have a full calendar of activities planned throughout 

August and beyond, so there's something for everyone to 

enjoy. 

If you have any treasures to sell or enjoy browsing 

for bargains, be sure to join us for our Flea Market on 

August 22. Vendor spaces will be available both inside 

and outside the Lodge, and we'll have plenty of delicious 

food and refreshing beverages available throughout the 

day. 

We're excited to welcome back Kat Casperson, who will 

be entertaining us on August 7. Be sure to stop by for a 

great evening of music and fun. 

Calling all artists and bird lovers! On August 21, join us 

to paint your own birdhouse using the 

supplies we will provide. Your registration also includes a 

personal pizza, making it a fun and relaxing evening for 

everyone. 



Don't miss one of the biggest events of the month! The 

winner of the Harley-Davidson motorcycle will be 

announced on August 15. We'll also enjoy live 

music from Pete Hunt and Southern Branded, making it 

a day you won't want to miss. 

Looking for a little friendly competition? Every Saturday 

in August at 3:00 PM, come play our newest 

game, "Survey Says." Bring your friends and see if your 

answers match the crowd! 

Thank you 

Charlie Smith 

 

 

* * * * * * * * *  

For additional info 

www.Elks2520.com 

 Elks Lodge 2520 – Aripeka 

Phone 727-863-2520 

 



Message from the Chairman of the Board 

 

Hi Elk Members: 

First, I want to thank all of our members who come to 

the Lodge and continue to support your Lodge. Your 

participation, volunteer efforts, and patronage are 

what keep us going. 

Recently, I've heard some discussion around the bar 

about renting or using the back room for events. I'd like 

to clear up any misunderstandings. 

Renting our banquet room is not just an option—it is a 

necessity. The revenue generated from those rentals 

helps pay the Lodge's operating expenses and allows us to 

keep our doors open. As an example, our monthly electric 

bill alone ranges from $3,000 to $4,000. Like everyone 

else, we have monthly expenses that must be paid. If 

someone would like to donate enough to cover 

the electric bill each month, we certainly wouldn't have 

to rely as heavily on room rentals! 

The officers and Board of Directors work continuously to 

find ways to meet our financial obligations and ensure the 

long-term success of our Lodge. Our goal is to 

keep this place where members can gather, enjoy each 

other's company, hold meetings, and participate in the 

many activities that make our Lodge special. 



If you believe you have ideas that could help us improve 

or reduce expenses, I sincerely encourage you to share 

them. Better yet, consider stepping forward and serving 

as an officer or committee member. New ideas and willing 

volunteers are always welcome. 

The good news is that we are doing well financially. 

However, owning and maintaining a building means 

unexpected expenses are always around the corner. Just 

last week we discovered a roof leak 

that required immediate repairs. Situations like that are 

a regular part of operating and maintaining our Lodge. 

Rather than relying on rumors or "bar talk," I encourage 

anyone with questions, concerns, or constructive 

suggestions to come speak with me directly. Open 

communication is always more productive, and I welcome 

your input. 

Thank you again for your continued support of Aripeka 

Elks Lodge #2520. I hope everyone has a wonderful 

August, and I look forward to seeing you at the Lodge. 

Chick Anderson 

Board of Directors 

  



Message from the Secretary 

 

Dear Members of the Elks Lodge, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and enjoying all that 

our Lodge has to offer. One of the greatest strengths of 

our Lodge is the dedication, enthusiasm, and service of 

our members. Our committees are the driving force 

behind the programs and activities that support our 

Lodge, our community, our veterans, and our youth 

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of 

the committees that help keep our Lodge active and 

successful: 

Membership Committee - Responsible for welcoming new 

members, assisting with member retention, and 

encouraging participation in Lodge activities. 

Veterans Committee - Coordinates programs and events 

that honor and support our nation's veterans and active 

military personnel. 

Community Projects & Activities Committee - 

Coordinates charitable projects, community outreach 

efforts, and activities that benefit local organizations 

and residents. 

Americanism Committee - Promotes patriotism, civic 

responsibility, and respect for our country's history and 

values. 



ENF (Elks National Foundation) Committee - Educates 

members about the Foundation's charitable work and 

encourages support for programs 

that benefit communities nationwide. 

Government Relations Committee - Monitors 

government issues affecting veterans, charities, and 

fraternal organizations while promoting civic awareness. 

Activities and Entertainment Committee - Plans social 

events, dinners, fundraisers, celebrations, and special 

programs throughout the year 

Public Relations Committee - Helps share the positive 

story of our Lodge through community outreach, local 

media, and social media platforms 

Auditing and Finance Committees - 

Assist in maintaining the financial health and 

accountability of our Lodge. 

Youth Activities Committee - Plans programs, 

scholarships, contests, and activities that benefit the 

youth in our community, including Hoop Shoot and Soccer 

Shoot. 

Every committee benefits from fresh ideas and new 

volunteers. Whether you have a few hours to spare each 

month or are interested in taking on a leadership role, 

your participation can make a meaningful difference. 

By serving on a committee, you help ensure that Aripeka 

Lodge #2520 continues to uphold the Elks principles 



of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity while 

making a positive impact throughout our community. 

If you would like to serve on a committee or learn more 

about how you can get involved, please contact me at the 

Lodge Office. 

Thank you for your continued support of Aripeka Elks 

Lodge #2520. 

Fran Kostrowsky 

Secretary 

 

 

Tribe Booster Club 

October 2026 

 Frank and Rose Kulzer 

 Geri Wojcik, In loving memory of Larry Wojcik 

 

February 2028 

Hal and Laurie Marcus, In memory of Jackie and 

Bob Ruseell 

 

August 2030 

 Dick and Diane Bourbonais 

 

June 2031 

 Frank Spoul, In memory of Jack Sproul, PDDGER 

 

 



VETERAN’S CORNER 

The Purple Heart 

The significance of the Purple Heart is that it represents 

both sacrifice and equality in military recognition. It 

honors service members who were wounded or killed 

because of enemy action, making it one of the most 

personal and meaningful U.S. military awards. Its origins 

also matter because George Washington’s Badge of 

Military Merit was unusual for its time: it recognized 

courage and service among enlisted soldiers, not only 

officers. When General Douglas MacArthur revived it in 

1932 as the Purple Heart, he connected modern military 

sacrifice to the nation’s Revolutionary War roots and to 

Washington’s belief that bravery should be honored 

regardless of rank. 

Military Holidays and Observances 

August 4 – Happy Birthday Coast Guard! 

August 7– Purple Heart Day – A time for Americans to 

pause to remember and honor the brave men and women 

who were either wounded on the battlefield or paid the 

ultimate sacrifice. 

August. 29– Happy Birthday Marine Forces Reserve! 

Monthly Collection items 

August – Cleaning Projects  

September – Personal Hygiene Products 



Please join us for Bingo Day at Baldomero Lopez on the 

2nd Thursday of each month at 1:30 pm. 

Our next Veterans Committee meeting will be on 

Wednesday, August 26 at 5:30 pm 

“Courage is fear holding on a minute longer.”  

            ~ George S. Patton 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Board of Directors Chick Anderson 

727-505-4328 Canderson95@tampabay.rr.com 

 

House Committee Rich Rodriguez 

727-505-4328 RPR5205@aol.com 

 

Riders Dennis Kalkbrenner 

727-364-4403 denniskalkbrenner@hotmail.com 

 

Autism Tanya Stevenson 

502-544-9181 Tanya.diane4@gmail.com 

 

Tribe Mary Lavengood 

727-494-6012 Mlavengood2@outlook.com 

 

Veterans Shellie Neiderer 

717-586-0772 Sneiderer05@gmail.com 

 



NOMINATIONS FOR 2027-2028 

OFFICERS 

Hi Elk Members, 

There is something important that we all need to begin 

thinking about. 

In accordance with Grand Lodge Statute 3.090, every 

Lodge will hold elections for its new officers at 

the second meeting in February 2027. That means 

officer nominations will begin in January 2027—only five 

months away. 

Now is the time to start thinking about who will serve in 

the following leadership positions: 

Exalted Ruler; Secretary; Treasurer; Leading 

Knight; Loyal Knight; Lecturing Knight; and Five-

Year Trustee 

The most critical position is Exalted Ruler. Without an 

Exalted Ruler, our Lodge cannot function. 

Although the election may seem several months away, we 

all know how quickly time passes. If our Lodge is 

important to each of us, we must 

begin identifying members who are willing to step 

forward and serve. Strong leadership is essential to the 

continued success of Aripeka Elks Lodge #2520. 



This message is not intended to alarm anyone. Rather, it 

is a sincere reminder that planning for our future starts 

now. Please begin talking with one another, encouraging 

qualified members to consider serving, and thinking about 

how each of us can help ensure the future of our Lodge. 

If you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns, 

please don't hesitate to come and talk with me 

Thank you for your support and commitment to our 

Lodge. 

Chick Anderson  

Chairman, Board of Directors 

 

Lodge Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Closed Thursday 

Phone 727-863-2520 

Reservations/Bar – Option 1 

Treasurer – Option 2 

Secretary – Option 3 
 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



2026-2027 Lodge Officers 

Exalter Ruler Charlie Smith 

774-823-0466 Crssmith2@gmail.com 

 

Leading Knight Donna Burke 

631-680-6308 Jab174@MSN.com 

 

Loyal Knight Donna Gudavich 

727-267-7427 DonnaGudavich@hotmail.com 

 

Lecturing Knight Dennis Kalkbrenner 

727-367-4403 denniskalkbrenner@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary Fran Kostrowsky 

813-316-5295 fkostrowsky@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer Christine Pacheco 

774-276-6261 Cgpsmith3@gmail.com 

 

Tiler Sharon Anderson 

914-490-1987 Sanderson46@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Esquire Hal Marcus 

347-247-3336 Halmrcus53@gmail.com 

 

Inner Guard Tanya Stephenson 

502-644-9181 Tanya.diane4@gmail.com 

 

Chaplain Laurie Marcus 

346-247-3340 Lauriemarcus1@gmail.com 

 

Presiding Justice Christian Pipas 

727-888-3925 Christian@PipasLaw.com 



Trustees 
5 Year Trustee Duane Anderson 

320-249-9494 Dkandy94@gmail.com 

 

4 Year Trustee Neil Connelly 

508-243-8445 Neil.connelly2@gmail.com 

 

3 Year Trustee Shellie Neiderer 

717-586-0772 Sneiderer05@gmail.com 

 

2 Year Trustee Chick Anderson 

914-490-4585 Canderson95@tampabay.rr.com 

 

1 Year Trustee Nick Walsh 

828-593-7905 NickDoris1@yahoo.com 

 

 

 



 

 


