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OFFICER SPOTLIGHT 

TRUSTEE  

MARK MEYERS 

Mark is married to Nancy Baraldi 

and has 2 sons.  He attended Cal 

Poly and San Francisco State. 

Mark has achieved several 

accomplishments in his career, 

including: a California licensed 

contractor, Certified Building 

Inspector, Code Specialist and 

Certified Building Official.  

 For 25 years, Mark Meyers has been a dedicated member of 

the Madera Elks Lodge, consistently demonstrating his 

commitment to the Elks and to the lodge he proudly serves. 

During that time, Mark has served as a Trustee for more than 

11 years and has twice had the honor of serving as Exalted 

Ruler.  Mark is a person who believes in stepping up when 

there is work to be done. He has always been supportive of the 

Elks and the work we do in our community, particularly when 

it comes to maintaining, improving, and preserving the lodge. 

When a building project or major repair needs attention, Mark 

has consistently been there to help get the job done. 

In July 2013, following the collapse of the Members Bar Room 

ceiling, Mark took on the challenge of rebuilding the room and 

helping restore an important part of the lodge. He also helped 

make possible the installation of the beautiful arched B.P.O.E. 

stained-glass window, adding a distinctive and lasting feature 

to the lodge.  Most recently, Mark spearheaded the 

replacement of the lodge's 65-year-old electrical service 

equipment. Through determination, organization, and hard 

work, he helped accomplish what seemed nearly impossible 

completing the entire project in less than three weeks. 

Mark's 25 years of service reflect more than just time as a 

member. They represent a willingness to lead, a commitment 

to his fellow Elks, and a dedication to keeping the Madera Elks 

Lodge strong for generations to come. Whether serving as an 

officer, Trustee, or simply rolling up his sleeves to tackle a 

building project, Mark has consistently demonstrated that when 

the Elks need him, he steps up. 

  

 

Lodge Officers  2026 – 2027 
Exalted Ruler: Bear Hernandez 

Leading Knight: Scott Boghosian 

Loyal Knight:   Ronnie Stevens 

Lecturing Knight: Tilly Zaragosa 

Secretary: Lynn Sharp 

Treasurer: Doug Row 

Tiler: Abram Garcia 

Esquire:  John Bliss 

Inner Guard: Jorge Montano 

Chaplin: Teresa Suderman 

Organist:  Mokey Cowger 

 

House Committee: 
Genevieve Buckley 

Scott Farrell 

April Parrish 

Cynthia Hernandez 

Suzy Flores 

 

Important Dates: 

 

Lodge Meetings: 2nd & 4th Thursday (7:30pm) 

(Except November & December) 

Board of Directors: Tuesday before Meeting (6:00pm) 

House Committee: Monday before Meeting (6:00pm) 
 

Bingo:  1st & 3rd Tuesday (5:30pm) 

Fun, Games & Karaoke Night:  1st Friday (6pm) 

Veteran Breakfast: Last Sunday of the month (8am) 

Family Night Potluck, Karaoke & Orientation:      

                    3rd Friday (6 pm) 

Trustees: 

1-Year: Virgie Chavira 

2-Year: Debbie Andersen 

3-Year: Roy Yonemura 

4-Year:  Joe Murray 

5-Year:  Mark Meyers 

 



EXALTED RULER 

MESSAGE                                       
    Hello, My Fellow Elks, 
I come before you humbled 

because, through the travesty of 

our electrical panel fire and the difficult circumstances 

that followed, I witnessed the true meaning of Elkdom: 

Brotherly Love, Charity, Justice, and Fidelity in action. 

Even with our Lodge closed, the dedication of our 

members kept Elkdom strong. We distributed more than 

400 backpacks to children in our community, held a 

successful burrito sale, fundraising for our veteran’s 

breakfast, supporting Pershing Elementary School, and 

benefited from other Elks Lodges that held events and 

donated funds on our behalf. 

I am especially grateful to Mark Meyers, Joe Murray, 

Scott Boghosian, our House Committee, Board 

members, Lodge manager, and housekeepers, who 

worked tirelessly to keep us moving forward. I also 

extend my heartfelt thanks to Mario and Maria Rivera 

for their generosity and for providing food and support 

when we needed it most. 

This experience reminded me that a Lodge is more than a 

building—it is its members: the people who step forward 

in difficult times, support one another, serve the 

community, and never give up. Our electrical panel may 

have gone down, but the spirit of Madera Elks never did. 

Now it is time to return to normal operations. The cost of 

this significant repair, along with the necessary upgrades, 

will be substantial. I ask every member to join a 

committee, help with our events, or participate whenever 

possible. If you are able to donate, your support will help 

us catch up financially, continue paying for the electrical 

panel, and complete the required upgrades.  I am proud 

of each of you and of all we have accomplished together. 

Most of all, I am proud to say:  

I AM PROUD TO BE AN ELK! 

Thank you, my fellow Elks, for showing me what 

Elkdom truly means. 

Fraternally,   Bear Hernandez,  Exalted Ruler 

 
 
Reminder to join us 

at the Lodge for our 

many gatherings 

and support all that 

we do as Elks!  
 

 

OUR MISSION: 
To promote the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly 

Love and Fidelity; to recognize a belief in God; to promote 

the welfare and enhance the happiness of its Members; to 

quicken the spirit of American patriotism; to cultivate 

good fellowship; to perpetuate itself as a fraternal 

organization, and to provide for its government, the 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United 

States of America will serve the people and communities 

through benevolent programs, demonstrating that ……. 

We are... 

• A fraternal order with hundreds of thousands of 

members and a 150+ year history. 

• A network of nearly 2000 lodges in communities all 

over the country. 

A generous charitable foundation that each year gives 

millions in scholarships, an inspiration to youth, a friend to 

veterans and more. 
Major Project – Purple Pig 

We help children with disabilities; it funds 32 paid 

 therapist and pre-school vision screeners.  Our programs 

 include Physical Therapy, therapy, speech language therapy,  

vision screening, scholarships for students with disabilities 

 and vision care services. Our Motto is:   

Helping Children Walk, Talk, See and Play 
 
 We do it for the kids… 
 

$16,096  WOW ! 
 

Grab some Grub…… 
 

Make sure to sign up so  

you don’t miss out! 
 

Monday Funday Food – While Donations Last! 

1st & 3rd Tuesday – Short Order Bar Food 
 

Thursday Meeting night:  (SIGN UP at Lodge)    

Sept. 10th – DD Visit, Meatloaf Dinner 

Sept. 24th -  Volunteer to Cook ? 
 

Friday Sept.18th – Karaoke, Potluck & Orientation 

4th Sunday Veteran Breakfast – Sept. 27th 8am 



House Committee 
So glad to see our lodge back 
open. And I know a lot of our 
members missed our bar and 
especially our bar prices lol.  
We’ve had some great 
fundraising to put towards our 
electrical panel expenses. I 
want to thank all that were 

involved, starting from the meeting night at Burrito King, 
to our first lodge meeting, our family night, opportunity 
drawings, dessert sales, and Donations.  Mark Meyers is 
doing a raffle for a gift card to Zaks, so watch for those 
ticket sales, we would love to see great participation in 
this drawing.  All of it shows our ELK POWER! 
We will be putting out our football schedule soon. And 
since we’ve had such great success with our Monday 
Funday, we will continue it through September. Then we 
will go back to regular snack bar food for sale. 
Another area we would like to encourage people to do is 
Saturday lunches. That seems to be our slowest day. 
Please talk to me or anyone on the HOUSE committee 
about scheduling a Saturday lunch. 
Please watch our calendar to look for upcoming events. 
And again, if you have any concerns or suggestions 
about the bar, please let me know or one of our 
committee members. 

Thank you, and God Bless, Gen 
 

Madera Elks Committee Chairs: 
Serving you, our Lodge and our Community 
Americanism: Scott Boghosian 

Accident Prevention: Roy Yonemura 

Auditing & Accounting: John Bliss, Brad Bitter & Luis Ceja 

Bequest & Living Trusts: Kathy Row 

Business Practices: Cynthia Hernandez 

Drug Awareness: John Bliss 

Fraternal Committee Chair: Doug Row 

Government Relations: Scott Boghosian 

Hoop Shoot: Cynthia Armiento 

Insurance & Safety: Roy Yonemura 

Lodge Activities: Kathy Row 

Membership & Lapsation: John Bliss 

National Foundation ENF: Doug Row 

National Foundation Grants: Doug Row 

Officer Training: Doug Row 

Veterans Services: Jorge Montano 

PER Association: Scott Boghosian 

Public Relations: Allen Baraldi 

Major Project Purple Pig: Scott Boghosian 

Ritual Training: John Bliss 

Scholarships: Brad Bitter 

Youth Activities: Lynn Sharp 

Bulletin: Kathy Row & Allen Baraldi 

BINGO COMMITTEE 
Well, we’re back in business!  

THANKS TO OUR 

DEDICATED WORKERS!! 

(Mark Meyers, ER Bear 

Hernandez, Scott Bogohosian. 

Lee Parrish. Joe Murray, Brian Abshire & all the 

other hard-working members who stepped up to the 

challenge.   Another Thank you to members that 

brought out food or drinks for those extremely HOT 

days during repair work.  Bingo has been 

great.  Luckily, we only missed one Bingo night due 

to our electrical issue. So, our bingo players were 

very happy to be back on schedule.  We are still 

working on trying to get more players. Any 

suggestions would be appreciated and, we are 

looking for people that might want to fill in once in 

a while to relieve our dedicated Bingo workers, that 

also will be appreciated.  And remember if you’re 

not going to come to play Bingo, take a night off 

from cooking and come and eat at our snack bar. 

Thank you and God Bless, Gen Buckley    

 

 
 

Sickness &  
Distress 
 

Joe Murray – ongoing health treatment 

Our Condolences  
 To these families for loss of our Member  

Phil Oberti &  

Madeline Garibay for loss of sister 

& Member, Catherine Barboza 
(Please contact the office Get Well Wishes) 

Thank you John & Becca  

For cooking our Monday 

Funday Dinner Aug. 24th. 

We are 

continuing this 

“No Cook Day” 

for you through  

September. 

 

Monday Funday 
Food 

Join committee today and be part  

of a team to plan an event!  

 

https://www.benlinders.com/2017/3-agile-retrospectives-antipatterns-to-avoid/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

1 Corona, Arman  15 Dolio, Ronald 

1 Del Mercado, Irving  16 Campbell, Joavanna 

1 Doran, Chris  18 Machado, Joe  

1 Mallonee, Ralph  20 Ogle, John  

1 Rey, Richard   21 Blazer, Robert 

3 Hernandez, Jesus   21 Miranda, Alfredo 

4 Munoz, Ronnie  22 Row, Kathy 

5 Gutknecht, Jane  22 Wilson, Annette  

5 Pacho, Mario  23 Lopez, Rudolfo 

6 Wilson, George   24 Burns, Michael 

9 Armbruster, Edward  24 Ruiz, David 

9 Buckley, Genevieve 27 Garibay, Madeline  

11 Palacioz, Nash  28 Sewell, Richard 

12 Barsotti, Steven  29 Chapman, Wayne 

 

 
Have you fed your  

PURPLE PIG? 
These members joined the 

 “52 Club” for 2026!  

 They gave their $1 per week  

                donation for the year so that the children can  

                        “WALK, TALK, SEE, & PLAY! 
Dewayne Bass  Cynthia Hernandez 

Susan  Flores  Chris Mayall 

Scott Boghosian  Theresa Murray 

Sam Cortez  Pete Openshaw 

Allen Cosyns  Jack Renwick 

Kathy Duenes  Doug Row 

Susan Flores  Lynn Sharp 

Ted Funk  Teresa Suderman 

James Lobach  Abram Garcia 
 
Find out how to get your own 
 “52 Club” pin and certificate, 
contact our Major Project 
Chairman, Scott Boghosian 
Our donations for 2026: 
$16,096!     Let’s FEED THE PIG! 

Here is how our membership is doing: 
Current members: 317 

New Members: 3 

Proposed this month: 4 

Delinquent: 33 

Proposed New Members: 

Sierra Alvarez by Tom Gonzales 

Dianne Vanaman by Lynn Sharp 

Gary Smith by Lynn Sharp 

Gabriel Olivera by Ronnie Stevens 
Ernesto Bozante by Jorge Montano 

Pending Initiation: 

Sally Bomprezzi & Teno Valencia 

NEW MEMBERS FOR AUGUST 

 
Reuben Valenzuela, Michael Motz, Pablo Velasquez  

 

 

Thank you Susan 

Collett and Committee 

for honoring our 

Veterans,  Kicking off 

the Comrades & 

Coffee on Monday 

mornings!  

Come join in and 

visit with our Vets 

 

 



 
GREAT JOB!    

Let’s get some 

more members to 

sign up for  

Fidelity Club! 

 

New per capita $5.25 

.  

Supporting many of our programs: 

Veterans, Scholarships, Youth 

Programs, and GRANTS! 

Madera Total Donations: $4,228 

Per Member Giving: $14.09 

Membership Support: 6.33% 

Fidelity Club Members: 17 

Secretary’s Scoop…….  
As all of us are aware, it was a tough few weeks 

for the lodge after the electrical panel fire 

incident.  A special "Thank You" to all of those 

members who worked hard and diligently to 

acquire a new panel and get the upgrades done 

per PG&E guidelines.  The lodge was able to 

reopen on 8/12/26.  All our rentals that were scheduled for August 

were cancelled and we are now rescheduling lodge activities and 

events.  Please watch your Email Blasts for periodic updates.   Thank 

you to all our lodge members for your hard work, donations and 

understanding during these tough times.  We have been able to 

accomplish more than anyone expected in getting things back up and 

running.  Mark Meyers reported we still have electrical items that are 

pending upgrades.  Our lodge door key cards are not working due to 

the damage of wiring between a section of the bar and the 

door.  Please be patient as we address these remaining issues.    

On a sad note, we received the sad news that one of our long-time 

members, Philip Oberti, passed away recently.   

Lynn Sharp, Lodge Secretary 

 
MILESTONE CORNER for 

SEPTEMBER  2026 

Look who is celebrating 
 years in ELKDOM! 

 

 5 Years 

 
Sam Cortez 

Carlos Gonzales 

Chris Mayall 

5 Years 
 

 

 

Richard Montalvo 

Doug Powell 
 

 

 

 

 

1954-1955: Frank Bergon* 

1955-1956: Monte Pearson* 

1956-1957: Cliff Plumley* 

1957-1958: Francis J. Riley* 

1958-1959: Lester Milligan* 

1959-1960: David Holmes* 

1960-1961: Lorino Tordini* 

1961-1962: Gail Hillhouse* 

1962-1963: Dr. Harvey Hood* 

1963-1964: Dr. Lester Gendron* 

1964-1965: Leonard Reiring* 

1965-1966: Robert Schwartz* 

1966-1967: Edward Bates* 

1967-1968: William Berryhill* 

1968-1969: Demos Gamble Sr.* 

1969-1970: Al Peart* 

1970-1971: Eugene Gannon* 

1971-1972: Bradford Gould 

1972-1973: David Sesock* 

1973-1974: Richard Jensen* 

1974-1975: Gordon Kennedy 

1975-1976: Jerry Thorn 

 

 

 

1976-1977: Salvatore Perlongo* 

1977-1978: Mel York* 

1978-1979: Richard Waldron* 

1979-1980: Paul Bohard 

1980-1981: Kenneth Martin* 

1981-1982: James Myers 

1982-1983: Lloyd Whitaker* 

1983-1984: Ray Sesock* 

1984-1985: Earl Cole* 

1985-1986: Dr. Talmadge Carter* 

1986-1987: Gilbert Gonzales 

1987-1988: Richard Jensen* 

1988-1989: Paul Kelly* 

1989-1990: Walter Lovelady 

1990-1991: C.D. Johnson* 

1991-1992: Stewart MacKinnon* 

1992-1993: Demos Gamble Sr.* 

1993-1994: Douglas Nelson* 

1994-1996: Michael Nella 

1996-1997: Jeff Myers 

1997-1998: Steven Barsotti 

1998-1999: Michael Deibert 

 

 

 

1999-2000: Robert Toschi 

2000-2001: Douglas Nelson* 

2001-2002: Larry Faust 

2002-2003: Mike Todd 

2003-2005: Larry Faust 

2005-2006: Kurt Deitrich* 

2006-2007: Mike Todd 

2007-2008: Doug Row 

2008-2009: Douglas Nelson* 

2009-2011; Harold Johnson* 

2011-2012: Doug Row 

2012-2013: Adam Thomas 

2013-2014: Hendrick Block 

2014-2016: John Bliss 

2016-2017: Denise Holdcroft 

2017-2019: Mark Meyers 

2019-2020: Adam Thomas 

2020-2021: Irving Del Mercado 

2021-2022: Thomas Gonzales  

2022-2023: Mildred Wright-Pearson 

2023-2024: John Bliss 

2024-2025: Martin Estrada 

2025-2026: Scott Boghosian 

PAST EXALTED RULERS (Deceased *) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 27th 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MANY, MANY, THANKS  

to these members who 

have made a BIG 

difference for our Lodge: 
 

>We purchased the much-needed freezer for the 

kitchen downstairs, thanks to these members: 

Gary & Karan Long, Gerry & Michelle Desmond, 

James & Jackie Lobach, Roy Yonemura and an 

anonymous donor. 

>And our BIG PROJECT to do the leg work for the 

Lodge electrical repair and upgrade project: 

Mark Meyers, Joe Murray, Bear Hernandez, Lee 

Parrish, Roy Yonemura, Scott Boghosian, 

>And BIG Thanks to these incredible members who 

made CASH donations to help with the expenses of 

the electrical equipment: 

Ernie Moosios, Louis Marmelejo, Creative Copy, 

And many more who donated to the cash jar at the 

Friday opening dinner on August 13th. 

>These Awesome Lodges gave to our repair fund with 

very generous cash donations: Hanford Lodge, Delano 

Lodge, Reedley Lodge, and Clovis Lodge.  

Elks Helping Elks! 

We would like to express sincere 
appreciation for everyone who 
supported the Chili Verde Wet 
Burrito fundraiser event.  Thank you 
to Bear & Cynthia 
Hernandez and Joe & Theresa 

Murray for setting up the food tent, generator, equipment, 
and fans.  Thank you to Marianne Croxen for generously 
donating the rice and beans.  A very special thank you 
to Tanya, Lynn, Maryellen, Maryann, Rosann, Becca, 
Sam, and Lena Cortez for helping prepare and serve the 
chili verde burritos in the 100+ degree weather. Your hard 
work and dedication did not go unnoticed. Finally, thank you 
to all of our Madera Elks Lodge members and 
the community who came out to support our fundraiser. 
Your generosity and support made this event a great 
success, and we truly appreciate each and every one of 

you. With sincere appreciation, 

Debbie 
Andersen 
& Virgie 
Chavira 

Committee 
Chairwomen 

 
MEMBERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 

  Building Electrical Repairs 

Donation Fund: 

 Total to date $3890.70 

This includes donations from: 

July 31st - Emergency Meeting 

August 8th during the Burrito Lunch, 

August 13th Fastway Chicken dinner & Lodge Meeting 

August 21st Opportunity drawing Potluck Night 

Donations from various Lodge members & other 

Lodges 

 

New Kitchen Freezer: 

Donations collected to date: $2320.00  

The new freezer cost $3480.36.  This new freezer will 

be a great asset to the lodge.  We will be able to stock 

up on surplus frozen items and purchase food at sale 

prices.   Thank you to all who helped us achieve this 

goal of a new freezer to benefit the lodge in serving 

cost effective meals. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
We had a GREAT Reopening Lodge Meeting night on 

August 13th. And thanks to members, 

Mario & Maria Rivera & Fastway Chicken  

who sponsored a fabulous chicken dinner,  

THANK YOU! 

 

   

 

https://mailadventures.blogspot.com/2015_08_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://freepngimg.com/png/48721-donate-free-clipart-hq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://pix4free.org/photo/2921/thank-you.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


OCTOBER 
Paint & Sip 
Hoop Shoot 

Rib Cook Off 

HOT TOPICS…….   

Breaking news from your local trusted source 
 

September 2026         
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

   

 

  

Fun & Games 

Night  

Dictionary 

Dinner 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

  

 

Board of 

Directors 

  

DD Visit  

Lodge 

Meeting 
  

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

  

 

 

 

 
Potluck & 

Karaoke,  

Orientation 

  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

  

House 

Committee 

Board of 

Directors 

  

Lodge 

Meeting    
RENTED 

   OLD 

TIMERS 

PARADE 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

Veterans 

Breakfast 

   

 

 

  

4 5 
Recurring Dates: 

  

  

  

Madera Bingo - 

1st & 3rd 

Tuesday,  

Karaoke 3rd 

Friday, Last 

Sunday - 

Veterans 

Breakfast 

Fresno Bingo -          

1st & 3rd 

Wednesday                              

Visalia  Bunco -           

2nd Tuesday 

Bakersfield - 

1st Friday 

Social  Dinner; 

1st Tuesday - 

Taco Tuesday 

Major Project 

Clovis - Monday 

Game Night,  

Friday Night 

Entertainment & 

Dinner 

Porterville - 

Tuesday Bingo, 

1st Sunday 

Veteran's 

Breakfast, 4th  

Friday Karaoke, 

1st Friday 

dinner  

 
 
 
 
 

                        
 



Madera Lodge #1918    
Bulletin Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you help with a monthly 
sponsorship to keep this bulletin 
coming to our Members? 
 

The business card ad cost is     
$100 Per year.  Contact the Lodge 
office at (559) 673-1918 
 to submit your information. 
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SPONSORS! 
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