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Inside This Edition 

• Officers Message ~ Pg 2 - 3 

• Calendar of Events and Hours 

of Operations~ Pg 4 

• Upcoming Event Billboard ~ 

Pg 5 – 9 

• Volunteer Coordinator~Pg 9 

• Purple Pig~ Pg 10 

• Committee Highlights~ Pg 11 

• Membership Highlights ~ Pg 

12 

• July Birthdays ~ Pg 13 

• Editor’s Desk and Did You 

Know ~ Pg 14 

Special Announcements 

• July 4 – ‘Happy 250 years, 

America ~ Celebration’ 

• July 8 – ‘Members June 

Birthdays Bash’ 

• July 11 – ‘Lodge Work Party’  

 

Other: 

• Bingo - Saturdays 

• Breakfast Sundays 

(For more Lodge Activities 

see Calendar of Events) 
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     PURPLE PIG SUPPORT CIRCLE 

        INDIO LODGE 1643 DONATION REPORT 

       ‘HELPING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES’ 
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~ From the Editor’s Desk 

DID YOU KNOW? Celebrating America’s 250th: A Heritage Shared by Country and Order 

 

Dear Friends and Fellow Elks, 

 

As our nation marks its monumental 250th anniversary, we find ourselves reflecting on the incredible journey of the 

United States of America. It is a milestone that evokes deep pride, not just as citizens, but uniquely as members of 

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

 

The BPOE is a distinctly American organization—built on our soil, shaped by our values, and forever linked to the 

destiny of our country. To celebrate this historic Semi quincentennial, let us look at four profound areas where the 

history of America and the legacy of the Elks beat with the exact same heart:  

 

1. The Guardians of Flag Day 

Long before it was a national holiday, honoring the Stars and Stripes was woven into the fabric of Elkdom. In 1907, 

the Elks became the first national fraternal organization to mandate the annual observance of Flag Day across all 

local lodges. Decades later, it was an Elk—President Harry S. Truman—who officially signed Flag Day into federal 

law in 1949. When we salute the flag, we are participating in a tradition that the Elks helped give to the entire nation.  

 

2. An Unshakable Oath to Our Veterans 

The American story is defined by the brave men and women who fought to protect our freedom. Just as America 

promises to honor its protectors, the Elks hold an unbreakable pledge: "So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent 

and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them." From donating the very first veterans hospital to the U.S. 

government to mobilizing relief during every major conflict from WWI to modern operations, our commitment to 

service mirrors our country's profound gratitude to its heroes.  

 

3. Preserving the Sentinels of Freedom 

When America’s most treasured national symbols have faced the wear of time, the Elks have repeatedly stepped 

forward to protect them. In the 1980s, Elks across the country raised over $1.38 million to restore the Statue of 

Liberty and Ellis Island. Years later, we exceeded our national pledge to help fund the construction of the National 

World War II Memorial on the National Mall. We don't just study American history; we actively help preserve its 

monuments for future generations.  

 

4. Cultivating the Next Generation of Citizens 

Through the work of our Americanism Committees, the Elks act as a living classroom for the virtues that keep 

democracy alive. By hosting naturalization ceremonies, sponsoring massive youth essay contests on patriotism, and 

supplying local schools with flags and copies of the Constitution, we ensure that the revolutionary ideas of 1776 

remain vibrant in the hearts of tomorrow's leaders.  

 

As we watch the fireworks this July and celebrate America's 250 years of liberty, remember that every time you step 

into Indio Lodge 1643, you are keeping the true spirit of the American experiment alive through Charity, Justice, 

Brotherly Love, and Fidelity.  

 

Happy 250th Birthday, America! Let’s keep making history together! 

 
Editor’s Note: If you have a local "Did You Know" fact about our own Lodge history or a member 

spotlight, please email me directly at vasquez387@gmail.com by July 20th. We will review and 

published in our July Bulletin Edition as appropriate. 

 

Fraternally and in partnership, 

 

J. Israel Vasquez 

Trustee & Bulletin Editor, Elks Lodge 1643 

mailto:vasquez387@gmail.com

