
 

Fellow Members,  

It’s hard to believe the month of May has already come and gone!  

The first weekend in May, many of us attended the Maine Elks State Convention, where we received awards for Highest 

Per Capita ENF Giving and 2nd Place for our lodge bulletin.  

We also presented a check for the balance of our MCCP fundraising efforts. The total raised this year was $15,456! We 
should all be proud of the work the Maine Elks Association does to support these kids. The statewide total this year was 

an incredible $344,304!  

I would like to challenge every member of our lodge to pledge $100 this year to this cause. With more than 400 mem-
bers in our lodge, that would mean over $40,000 we could present at next year’s State Convention. Many hands make 

light work!  

Thanks to our many volunteers, the Mother’s Day service and brunch were very well attended and a huge success!  

Join us for more fun in June! Our first-ever Car Show, Tuesday Night Bingo, Line Dancing, Cornhole Fridays, and Friday 
Night Suppers continue to bring new faces into our lodge. We will also celebrate Flag Day on June 14th. Got something 

fun you’d like to see at the lodge? Let us know! We welcome your ideas — and your help!  

There are many ways for you to get involved at the lodge, and we survive because of our volunteers. We are still in need 
of cooks for Friday Night Suppers and volunteers for Tuesday Night Bingo (callers, ticket sellers, money takers, and run-
ners). If you are unable to help, maybe just come out and support the many activities happening at the lodge! Follow us on 

Facebook to get weekly updates on activities around the lodge.  

Our lodge cannot survive without the officers and volunteers who generously give their time, and we are already planning 
for the 2027–2028 lodge year. If you would like to take on a leadership role as an officer or chair one of our various com-

mittees, I encourage you to reach out to me or any of our current officers. There may be a committee that perfectly aligns 
with your hobbies or passions, offering a rewarding opportunity to make a meaningful impact within our lodge and com-

munity.  

Elks National Foundation  

Have you made an ENF donation lately?  

Your donations primarily fund programs that build stronger communities, focusing on youth scholarships, veteran's ser-
vices, drug awareness, and local lodge community grants. Donations support projects such as the Hoop Shoot, college 

scholarships, and assistance for disabled individuals.   

Elk Of the Month 

It’s always a challenge for me to pick just one person as Elk of the Month because, in any given month, there are many 

who stand out. This month, I chose someone who has brought new energy and fresh ideas to the lodge. She has stepped 

up, rallied others to help, and brings a positive attitude that is contagious among our members. Congratulations 

to Shauna Hansford and thank you for all you do!  

Fraternally yours, 
Bill Desjardins 

Exalted Ruler 

#Be the Difference 

              

Exalted Ruler’s Message 
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Bill 

Desjardins PCT

Michael Desjardins 

Esteemed Lecturing 

Knight: 

 

Inner Guard:  

Richard Gosselin 

Secretary Cheri 

Swenson

Treasurer  

Steve Dupuis     

TRUSTEES 

1 Year 

Phil Bowden  

2 Year 

Bill Thompson , 

3 Year 

Sean Molloy 

4 Year 

Peter Lee 

5 Year 

Katelyn Smith  

State Trustee 

Floyd Howes

Oct 2025 

June 2026 
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2026/27 DUES  

 

Life Member $49.25 

Member $89.25 

 

    Online Payment 

     Click to pay 

 Elks Lodge Payment   

 

 

   Secretary’s Page - Cheri Swenson 

                              Membership information 

Thank you to the 369 members who have paid their 2026-2027 dues! If you paid at the lodge, your 

card is available at the bar; otherwise, it has been mailed.  

If you have not yet paid, please do so online, by mail, or at the lodge. The lodge pays dues to the 

Grand Lodge and Maine Elks Association on April 1st, so late payments place a strain on our  

budget. As of March 31, delinquent members' key cards have been deactivated, and you may not 

attend events or use the member lounge until dues are settled.  

On a brighter note, we initiated another two new members on May 28th, elected seven members 

to proceed to orientation, and have five new applications in process.  

Let’s keep this momentum going!  

 

 

 
 

                             Lodge Meeting : June 25th 7PM 

 

                                      Effective June 8th The lodge will be Closed on Mondays! 

                                               Life Membership Information   

Life membership is not automatic. You may submit a request to the Secretary once you have 

reached 30 years of membership (there is no longer an age requirement). Your request should 

detail your service and accomplishments. These requests will be voted on by secret ballot at a 

regular lodge meeting later this year; a two-thirds affirmative vote is required.  

 

6/1/2026 

Membership:  434 

Lifetime: 127 (30%) 

Candidates 12 

Delinquents 65 (15.08%) 

Average Age 68 

Updated Lodge 

Hours  

Sun Noon–8pm 

Mon - Closed  (6/8) 

Tues Noon–9pm 

Wed 3pm - 8pm    

Thurs 3pm - 8pm  

Friday Noon—Close   

Sat Noon - 9pm  

https://secure.directbiller.com/search/elks-lodge/


   State Convention 2026 

 



                             2026 Committee Members  P a g e  4  

Accident prevention 

• Michael Desjardins 

• Phil Bowden 

Adopt a Family  

• Terry Petit  

Americanism 

Community Activities 

Craft Fair 

• Vacant  

Drug Awareness 

ENF Scholarship 

• Bill Desjardins 

• Randa Newsome 

Friday Night Suppers 

• Denise Rancourt 

• Cheri Swenson 

• Cindy Boulay 

 

Auditing  

PER Association 

• Phil Guimond 

Bingo 

Board of Directors 

• Bill Desjardins 

Building Maintenance 

• Bill Thompson/Sean Molloy 

• Michael Desjardins/ Phil Bowden 

MCCP 

• Michael Desjardins 

Cribbage  

Gaming 

• Stephen Dupuis 

ENF 

• Randa Newsome                                 

Entertainment  

• Sean & Kim Molloy 

Flag Day  

Veterans 

Youth Services  

• Peter Lee 

Meat Raffle 

• Cindy Boulay 

• Terri Petit 

Memorial Service 

• Marianne Cosgrove 

Visitation 

• Floyd Howes 

• Robert Vire 

Mothers Day Service 

• Knights 

 

 

Newsletter  

• Kim Molloy 

Hoop Shoot 

• Scott Descoteaux 

Investigating 

• John Desjardins 

Public Relations 

• Katelyn Smith 

Ritual 

• David Perkins 

Soccer Shoot 

• Vacant 

Standing Relief 

• ER, Knights, Secretary and 

Treasurer 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

• Vassie Fowler 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 Bingo 3 Red Cross 

12-5 pm 

4 5 Suppa 

Cornhole 

6 

7 Car Show 

8am—2pm 

8 9 Bingo 10  11 12 Suppa 

Cornhole 

13 

14 Flag Day 

Service 10AM  

15 16 Bingo 17 Red Cross 

12-5 pm  

18 19 Suppa 

Cornhole 

20 

21 22 23 Bingo 24 Line 

Dancing  

25 Lodge 

Meeting 7PM 

26 Suppa 

Cornhole 

27 

28 Meat Raffle 

1PM 

29 30 Bingo     

June 2026 



 

 

              Save the date!!     
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              Around the Lodge  

 

 

 

                                        Mother’s Day Brunch  

                      Project Summit Ride  
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Around the Lodge …. Let’s all get involved!! 
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BPO ELKS LODGE #1597A Fraternal 

Organization P. O. Box 1597 

Saco, Maine 04072-1597 

In God We Trust 

Lodge Meeting Dates 

2026-2027 

 

Learn more at https://www.elks.org/convention/  

 ELK OF THE MONTH 2026  

 

January                              June  

Denise Rancourt            Shauna Hansford  

February  

Phil Guimond 

March  

Sean Molloy  

April  

Jason Salamacha  

May 

Bobby Grausstein  

         Welcome to our Newest Members! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elks.org%2Fconvention%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbU1XTmROeUNyVlFKcUZvbXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5tsBpd3TSiOJFFyUNF3CtdSy2d-ER7QYxy2UIyNacPUMBTPPz06GUFfa8Org_aem_c0IZXrMHg9lzkGZEl3FMG

