
Fellow 

Members, 

Spring has officially arrived—the flowers are blooming, and it’s time to put the shovels away and 

bring out the lawnmowers! 

Our Lodge Officers have been installed for the 2026–2027 lodge year, and we are very thankful to 

our Past Exalted Rulers for performing the ceremony: Phil Guimond, David Perkins, Glenn 

McCallum, David Guay, Floyd Howes, Gail Howes, and Ward Grossman. 

That same evening, I had the honor of presenting the Exalted Ruler’s end-of-year awards. Con-

gratulations to our recipients: Citizen of the Year, Terry Petit; Woman of Distinction, Dianne 

Niemczyk; Elk of the Year, Phil Guimond; Officer of the Year, Cheri Swenson; and PER of the 

Year, Michael Desjardins. Thank you all for everything you do for our lodge and community.  

Join us for more fun in May! Cornhole Mondays, Bingo Tuesdays, Line Dancing Wednesdays, and 

Cornhole Fridays continue to bring new faces into our lodge. The first weekend in May is the Elks 

State Convention, and many of our members will be in attendance.  

Our lodge thrives because of the dedication of our volunteer officers, and we are already planning 

for the 2027–2028 lodge year. If you’re interested in taking on a leadership role or chairing a 

committee, I encourage you to reach out to me or any current officer. There may be an oppor-

tunity that aligns perfectly with your interests and passions while making a meaningful impact.

Elks National Foundation—have you made your ENF donation lately? This year, the Grand Lodge 

set a per-member goal of $5.15, and our lodge exceeded that with an impressive $15.87 per 

member. Even more remarkable, only 68 of our 429 members contributed. Imagine the impact if 

everyone participated! ENF donations support programs that strengthen our communities, includ-

ing youth scholarships, veterans services, drug awareness initiatives, and local grants. I encourage 

you to consider joining the Fidelity Club through automatic monthly donations—no amount is too 

small. When we all contribute, the impact is significant.  

There are many ways to get involved, and we rely on our volunteers to keep things running 

strong. We are currently in need of cooks for Friday Night Suppers and help with Tuesday Night 

Bingo, including callers, ticket sellers, and floor support. If you’re unable to volunteer, simply com-

ing out to support these events makes a difference.

Be sure to follow us on Facebook for weekly updates on lodge activities. 

Elk of the Month—It’s not often that a new member jumps in so quickly, but Bobby Graustein has 

done just that. He has brought great energy to the lodge and now runs cornhole leagues on both 

Monday and Friday evenings. His efforts have created a new source of income and brought new 

faces into our lodge. Congratulations, Bobby, and thank you! 

Fraternally yours, 

Bill Desjardins 

Exalted Ruler 

Exalted Ruler’s Message 
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2026/27 DUES 

Life Member $49.25 

Member $89.25 

    Online Payment 

     Click to pay 

 Elks Lodge Payment 

   Secretary’s Page - Cheri Swenson 

 Membership information 

  Lodge Meeting : May 28th 7PM 

Thank you to the 346 members who have paid their 2026-2027 dues!  

If you paid at the lodge, your card is available at the bar; otherwise, it has been mailed. 

If you have not yet paid, please do so online, by mail, or at the lodge. The lodge pays 

dues to the Grand Lodge and Maine Elks Association on April 1st, so late payments 

place a strain on our budget. As of March 31, delinquent members' key cards have been 

deactivated, and you may not attend events or use the member lounge until dues are 

settled.   On a brighter note, we initiated four new members on April 30th, elected two 

members to proceed to orientation, and have five new applications in process. Let’s 

keep this momentum going!  

Life Membership Information -  

Life membership is not automatic. You may submit a request to the Secretary once you 

have reached 30 years of membership (there is no longer an age requirement). Your 

request should detail your service and accomplishments. These requests will be voted 

on by secret ballot at a regular lodge meeting later this year; a two-thirds affirmative 

vote is required.  
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5/1/2026 

Membership:  431 

Lifetime: 127 (30%) 

Candidates 9 

Delinquents 85 (19.8%) 

Updated Lodge 

Hours  

Sun Noon–8pm 

Mon 5pm-Close 

Tues Noon–9pm 

Wed 3pm - 8pm    

Thurs 3pm - 8pm  

Friday Noon—Close 

Sat Noon - 9pm  

https://secure.directbiller.com/search/elks-lodge/


Annual Installation of Officers
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       Officer of the Year, Cheri Swenson Elk of the Year, Phil Guimond           PER of the Year, Michael Desjardins

Citizen of the Year, Terry Petit    Woman of Distinction, Dianne Niemczyk



   2026 Committee Members P a g e  4

Accident prevention 

• Michael Desjardins

• Phil Bowden

Adopt a Family 

• Terry Petit

Americanism 

Community Activities 

Craft Fair 

• Vacant

Drug Awareness 

ENF Scholarship 

• Bill Desjardins

• Randa Newsome

Friday Night Suppers 

• Denise Rancourt

• Cheri Swenson

• Cindy Boulay

Auditing 

PER Association 

• Phil Guimond

Bingo 

Board of Directors 

• Bill Desjardins

Building Maintenance 

• Bill Thompson/Sean Molloy

• Michael Desjardins/ Phil Bowden

MCCP 

• Michael Desjardins

Cribbage 

Gaming 

• Stephen Dupuis

ENF 

• Randa Newsome   

Entertainment 

• Sean & Kim Molloy

Flag Day 

Veterans 

Youth Services 

• Peter Lee

Meat Raffle 

• Cindy Boulay

• Terri Petit

Memorial Service 

• Marianne Cosgrove

Visitation 

• Floyd Howes

• Robert Vire

Mothers Day Service 

• Knights

Newsletter 

• Kim Molloy

Hoop Shoot 

• Scott Descoteaux

Investigating 

• John Desjardins

Public Relations 

• Katelyn Smith

Ritual 

• David Perkins

Soccer Shoot 

• Vacant

Standing Relief 

• ER, Knights, Secretary and

Treasurer

Thanksgiving Baskets 

• Vassie Fowler
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Cornhole 

Suppah 

2 Kentucky Der-

by 5:00 Pot Luck 

3 4 Cornhole 5 Bingo 6 Red Cross 7 Paint and Sip 

5:30 

8 Cornhole 

 Suppah 

9 

10 Mother’s Day 

Brunch 11am 

11 Cornhole 12 Bingo 13 14 15 Cornhole 

Suppah 

16 

17 18 Cornhole 19 Bingo 20 Red Cross 21 22 Cornhole 

Suppah 

23 

24 25 Cornhole 26 Bingo 27 Line 

Dancing 5:30 

28 Lodge 

Meeting 

29 Cornhole 

Suppah 

30 

31 

May 2026 
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    Announcements    
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Join the fun!! Bring a Friend! 
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Save the Date! 
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Around the Lodge …. Let’s all get involved!! 
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BPO ELKS LODGE #1597A Fraternal 

Organization P. O. Box 1597 

Saco, Maine 04072-1597 

In God We Trust 

Lodge Meeting Dates 

2026-2027 

Learn more at https://www.elks.org/convention/baseball.cfm. 

 ELK OF THE MONTH 2026 

January 

Denise Rancourt 

February  

Phil Guimond 

March  

Sean Molloy 

April 

Jason Salamacha 

May 

Bobby Graustein 

https://www.elks.org/convention/baseball.cfm?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTjhjTk53Ykk0NDAxem9ENXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7akq3Elw2XpxCc_vl9f_T0YsgJMPIVWcQRMaf_PzevSknW9E5UiK0BZQ3Vng_aem_HPGO26X-CWRFhMJPB4MuNw



