Houston 151 Elks Tracks

August 2026
10150 West Airport, Stafford TX, 77477 - 832-828-1151

Message from the Exalted Ruler (ER)

Summer is fully upon us! We have had some great

events lately, and much credit is due to the

wonderful Friends of 151. They put on a great event

for the Fourth of July, and we truly appreciate all

the hard work that went into the celebration while
officers, some members, and | traveled to Chicago for Grand
Lodge. We came back armed with determination and
creative ideas for our Lodge.

The next several months are jam-packed. We have an exciting
Interlodge event at the Katy Lodge, Fall Conference right here
in Houston, and many other surprises.

Our ritual team did a great job representing us at Grand
Lodge, and you can be proud of all of them. They worked very
hard learning, practicing, and rehearsing every word.

We always need volunteers to cook the Tuesday night meals.
Sign-up sheets should be on the bulletin board every month.
Your donation of time and talent is absolutely appreciated.

| am always available. If you have an idea you would like to
see implemented, or if you would like help bringing an idea to
the members for support, call me, catch me in the hall, or put
an idea in the handy suggestion box. | read every one and
take them seriously—even the “take down the suggestion
box" idea, LOL.

We have a lot to be excited about at the Lodge, and | am
grateful for the dedication, creativity, and fellowship that
continue to make our community strong. Thank you to
everyone who gives their time, shares their ideas, and helps
make each event and gathering meaningful.

Welcome new member!

Joseph Otto

Save the date

August 1
Veterans' party — noon

August 7
Steak night - 6:30 p.m.

August 14
Friends of 151 dinner — 6:30 p.m.

August 15
Gulf Coast District Interlodge —
Katy Lodge, 2:00 p.m.

August 21
PER Fish Fry and dart
tournament - 6:30 p.m.

August 22
Soccer shoot at the lodge -
10:00 a.m.

August 28
ENF dinner - 6:30 p.m.

August 29
Beautification day at the lodge
-9:00 a.m.

September 6
Labor Day barbecue —time
(details to come)

See Upcoming events for more
info.
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Volunteer of the month

Frank Duffy

Prayer requests

Please keep these members and friends in your prayers:

Frank Duffy, Kristen Baker, Mike Betenbaugh's son, Serena
Goetsch, Connie Lisembee, Cheryl Moore, Christy Trevino, Robert
Marshall's neighbor Liz

Welcome-home Kits

Elks lodges provide welcome-home kits to veterans. A kit provides
essentials to help with day-to-day living. Generally, a kit includes
kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, and cleaning supplies, items like
bedding, dishes, pots, pans, towels, toiletries, cleaning supplies,
laundry baskets and detergent, etc.

In July, Chuck Dingas delivered a
welcome-home kit to Army veteran
Morris Randle.

Remember — YOU make it possible to
deliver welcome-home kits to
veterans through your donations to
the Elks National Foundation (ENF).
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August birthdays

Nigel Delgado
Alfred Griffin

Edward Goodin
Billy J Palmer

Fred Collier
Maria Finger

Larry Balding
Gary Richardson
Cynthia Rowland

Connie Lisembee
Clair Taylor

Shaun Lee Glory

Serena Goetsch
Brian Youngs

Robert Freck
Fred K Wohlfahrt

Adolph Garza
Derrick S Hancock

Christine Knierim
Nancy Gruber
Tracy E Mathews
Mike Snyder

Alexanne Albert
Kate Cavender
Ronald Gruber

Ben Hammond
Jon Hogue
Fred Scholibo
James Williams

Troy Lynn Betenbaugh
Brier, Connie Neal

Maurice Harvey
Karen Cullum

Kristen Baker
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https://www.elks.org/enf/

National convention recap

Over 7,000 Elks gathered in Chicago in early July for the national convention. It was
inspiring to hear about what lodges across the US and its territories are doing to
improve the lives of veterans, children, and local communities.

Our new Grand Exalted Ruler — Timothy Jaeger — announced the theme for this fiscal
year — Ready Elks - Let's Go! He explained, “*When | chose this theme, | thought about the Elks
history,” Jaeger said. “The benevolence began back in the Jolly Cork days, when one of the
members died, and the Corks decided they should support the widow and children. The cry went
out, Ready Elks— well, Corks— and the response was, 'Let’'s Go!"™

The Houston 151 2025-26 ritual team represented
the state of Texas.

Andy Mishaga won the All-American award for his
recitation of the chaplain portion of the ritual
ceremony. He is shown at the right with the outgoing
Grand Exalted Ruler.

Sally DiPalma and Renay Bennett were just a few of the members
from 151 who attended the national convention.

Elks.org has a wealth of information about the convention. (You may
need to log in.)

e Click here to see official photos from the convention.
e You can see the daily convention newsletters here.

Scholarship applications are open

High-school seniors can now apply for a variety of Elks scholarships. The students do not need to
have an affiliation with the Elks to apply.

Students can apply for Most Valuable Student (MVS) here (beginning August 1).
Encourage any high-school seniors you know to apply as soon as possible.

To see the video of one of this year's MVS recipients, click here.
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Message from the Esteemed Leading Knight

As Elks we emphasize charity as a core virtue, promoting acts of kindness and
support for those in need through charitable works and community service. This
principle is central to our mission and is reflected in our commitment to
respectfully helping others.

As a lodge we should be very proud to have benefited special needs children,

veterans, young athletes, and the needy—in hospice, in public schools, and in
our community this past year. We exceeded every goal set by our state and national organization,
and | am sure we will continue to do so this year.

But as stated in our ritual, we should also practice the higher charity of thought, word, and deed.
And as the old saying goes, “Charity begins at home.” This type of charity often takes more effort,
and deed might be the easiest part. Are we supporting the lodge with our actions? Could you
work in the kitchen, plan or help with a fun activity, help with landscaping, do a repair, compare
costs on items needed by the lodge, wipe tables, bring a dessert, take out the garbage, or even
wipe up a spill? If you are not sure what to do, ask an officer or come to a board meeting.

Charity of thought and word are closely intertwined. We are a brotherhood, and what we think
and say should reflect it. We should think carefully before we speak, especially when we are
frustrated or angry. We also need to remember that those who are listening to us are greatly
influenced by our tone and body language. We need to speak to each other with kindness, for
we pass this way but once.

Likewise, the principle of charity of thought and word should also be practiced by those listening.
We should assume the best possible interpretation of a statement is the one the speaker meant to
convey, to avoid unintended offense.

Finally, throughout this | have been reminded of the words of the great philosopher Thumper: “If
you can’t say somethin’ nice, don't say nothin’ at all.”

Susan Midyett

Elks National Foundation (ENF)

Since inception, the ENF has contributed more than $500 million toward Elks charitable projects
nationwide. The ENF fund the Community Investments Program through grants offer our lodge an
opportunity to serve your community.

The ENF is able to help Elks build stronger communities thanks to contributions from our generous
donors. Today, we have more than 124,000 active donors and an endowment fund valued at
$886 million. You can become a Fidelity member by donating monthly. Click here to sign up.

For more information on ENF, please contact Susan Midyett.
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Message from the Secretary

MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP

The Lodge needs your help in retaining current members who have not yet paid
their dues for 2026 - 2027. If you know someone on the list - or even better if you
proposed someone on the list -please make the effort to contact them and see if
we can save that member. In addition to saving members, we are not where we
need to be on bringing in new members. We all need to work on trying to bring new
members into our Lodge.

Every member should consider themselves to be on the Membership Committee.

Participation at recent events has been a little low. Come out to the Lodge and see what you are
missing. Our members are putting a lot of effort into trying to come up with new and fun things to
do at the Lodge. If you have any ideas, please let us know.

Please make the effort to get more involved with your Lodge.
As always thank you for being a member and for all that you do.

Fraternally,
Jim Grissom
Lodge Secretary, Area Special Representative - Texas Gulf Coast District

Message from the State Membership Chairman

Membership Is What You Make lt!
Greetings Houston Elks,

As the Texas State Membership Chair, | wanted to write about what membership

really means in this organization. Each of us joined the lodge for a reason. Somewhere
along the line, that reason may seem to get lost. We stop coming to meetings, special events, or
the lodge altogether. At some specific time, at some specific event, the reason we joined the Elks
disappears. | would venture to say, in most cases, it was because someone made us mad. If you
joined the Elks for the charitable work we do, the support to veterans we offer, working with
special-needs children, supporting and working in the community to make a difference, social
time with friends and family, then why should you let one individual or one circumstance drive you
away? | think it is important for all of us to take a step back and remember our obligation. The
same obligation we all took at the altar.

No matter what the reason you joined the Elks might be, being a member of this organization can
be rewarding. Meeting new people, working with and in the community, or just gathering in a
social setting all have their benefits. The Elks are one of the only fraternal organizations today that
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have stuck to their core values as to who can be a member. We are all American Citizens who
believe in God. Are we perfect? Absolutely not! Each member of our organization is a crucial part
to our success. Every member should feel as though they belong in the lodge. It is up to each of us
to make sure that happens.

With that being said, Houston currently has approximately 50 delinquent members who have not
paid their dues this year. The delinquent list is posted on the bulletin board. If you recognize a
name on the list, please reach out and remind them that they too are a valuable part of this
organization. Membership is the responsibility of every Elk. When we work hard to fulfill our
obligation, and when we follow our golden rule “Do unto others as we would, they should do unto
us” we can achieve anything. Let us work together to get our members back and build a lodge

that becomes the benchmark of Elkdom.
“Your Commitment is Our Success”

Lowell D. “Noley” Neinast
PER / T.E.S.A Membership Chair

Did you know?

Several members of our lodge also serve at the Grand Lodge, state, and district levels.

Grand Lodge

Grand Lodge Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler

John Atwood

Grand Lodge Member of Judiciary

John Atwood

Grand Lodge Area Special Representative - Gulf Coast District

Jim Grissom

Grand Lodge Special Representative to Galveston Lodge

Sally DiPalma

Grand Lodge Special Representative to Huntsville Lodge

Andy Mishaga

Texas Elks State Association (TESA)

TESA Past State Presidents

Mike Callahan, Andy Mishaga

TESA Trustee — Gulf Coast District

Andy Mishaga

TESA Convention Committee Members

Connie Lisembee, Terri Wetz

TESA Jacket Sales Chair

Ramona Mishaga

TESA Membership Chair

Lowell Neinast

TESA Texas Shadow Member

Al Olmos

TESA State Major Project Chair

Sally DiPalma

TESA Fund Drive Committee Member

Sally DiPalma

TESA Texas Elks Children’s Services Inc (TESCI) Director - Gulf Coast
District

Sally DiPalma

TESA TECSI Alternate — Gulf Coast District

Renay Bennett

TESA Past Exalted Rulers (PER) Secretary

Ramona Mishaga

District

District Leader — East District

Renay Bennett

District Leader — Gulf Coast District

Sally DiPalma

Gulf Coast District Interlodge Secretary

Ramona Mishaga

Gulf Coast District Most Valuable Student Contest Cindie Pridy
Gulf Coast District Ritual Chairman Lowell Neinast
Gulf Coast District PER Association Treasurer Joy OImos
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Elks 101

This month, we'll take a look at how Grand Lodge divides Elkdom into areas and how the state is
divided into districts.

Districts include multiple states. Texas is part of Area 6, and the area leader is John Amen. John
Atwood is the Grand Lodge Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, representing all of Texas. Jim
Grissom is the Grand Lodge Area Special Representative for the Gulf Coast District.

Each state has an Elks association, and we are proud members of the Texas Elks State Association
(TESA). You can see that many of our members hold state offices. Within TESA, we have several
districts, and our lodge is part of the Gulf Coast District (along with Clear Lake, El Campo,
Galveston, and Katy). To see all of the districts and lodges in Texas, click here (login required).

We participate in activities with other lodges fairly often. We had a district picnic at the Clear Lake
lodge in July, and we wiill visit Katy for an interlodge meeting August 15. All members are welcome
at interlodge meetings. The lodge that has the most members present at interlodge gets the
traveling trophy. Houston lodge 151 currently holds the trophy, and we would love to keep it!

Please let us know what topics you would like to for us to cover in this section.

Contacts
To submit an item for Contact
Weekly What's Happening Ramona Mishaga
Calendar Ramona Mishaga
Monthly Tracks hewsletter Kathy Klimpel
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Sweetheart news

Homecoming at Ottine will be here before we know it. We need items that we can
sell in our general store as well as live auction items.

All of the money we raise goes to providing scholarships
for special needs kids to attend summer camp free of
charge.

We are gathering items like the following:

¢ Home-canned goods, including jams, jellies, preserves; salsas;
pickles, etc.

¢ Hand-crafted items like soup mix or candy mix in a jar

e Candlesin clear bags

e Crocheted, knitted, and quilted gifts

e Any giftitems

We also need:

e Items for the gift baskets that we are required to raffle during the day
e |deas for Interactive activities for the attendees

Please contact me for more information or to donate items or cash.

For information on lodging and the schedule of activities, click here.

Spotlight on a member = Frank Duffy

What made you become an EIk?

My stepdaughter saw the sign and went inside to talk to Jim Grissom. We were impressed
with the social and charity aspects, so my wife, stepdaughter, and | all joined.

How long have you been an EIK?
We joined in December 2025.
What do you do at the lodge?

| cook for the bingo crowd every Thursday, and | help out in the kitchen and around the lodge as
needed.

What do you do outside the lodge (job, hobbies, etc.)?

| retired as a fire inspector in Connecticut before moving here. I'm an assistant usher at St. Thomas
Espicopal. I'm a model railroad enthusiast.
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Gulf Coast District

The Gulf Coast district had a picnic at the Clear Lake lodge on Saturday, July 28.
Several of our lodge members attended.

Our sweetheart, Serena Goetsch, raised over $700 with her basket raffle.

All of the lodges in the district donated stuffed animals to give to kids in crisis. If you know of an
organization that can use the stuffed animals, please contact Connie Lisembee.

The Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks was founded "To promote and practice the four cardinal virtues of
Chatrity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its members; to
quicken the spirit of American Patriotism and cultivate good fellowship."

The Elks are
e A fraternal order with hundreds of thousands of members and a 150+ year history
e A network of nearly 2000 lodges in communities all over the country

® A generous charitable foundation that each year gives millions in scholarships, an inspiration to youth, a
friend to veterans, and more

Riddle of the month

What did the cucumber say to the pickle?

Click here for the answer.
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Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the U.S.A.
A Fraternal Organization

Mission statement: To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to recognize a belief in
God; to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its Members; to quicken the spirit of American
patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, and to provide for its

government, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America will serve the people and

communities through benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks Care and Elks Share.

Elks.orq

The Elks website provides a wealth of information for members. Here are just a few examples:

e Programs, including scholarships and Hoop Shoot

e Documentation for officers, members, and lodges

e The Elks Magazine

e licensed vendors —where you can a wide variety of Elks-branded products
e Monthly newsletters from Grand Lodge

¢ And much more

How you can help

“Elks care, Elks share” are words that we live by. Volunteering is essential to our lodge. WE NEED
YOU.

Ways you can help:
e Volunteer to cook for a Tuesday or Friday dinner — or for bingo
o Help with charity projects
e Take photos and help create an annual scrapbook for the Lodge
e Help with landscaping and cleanup projects
e Volunteer to help with bingo

Our success depends on all of us.

State projects

Our main state project is the Texas Elks Camp. The Lodge
Sweetheart raises money throughout the year to support the
Texas Elks Camp, which provides children with special needs and
children in foster care an opportunity to try new things, meet new
friends and make memories that will last a lifetime. Click here for
more information. And remember — every time you support a
sweetheart-sponsored event, you are supporting this charity!
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Texas Children’s Elks Camp History
This is the third in a series of articles about the camp by Connie Lisembee
A Place to Grow, Belong, and Have Fun

At Texas Elks Camp, children with special needs and children in foster care are welcomed into a
safe, caring environment where they can build confidence, make new friends, try new
experiences, and simply enjoy being kids.

Throughout the week, campers are encouraged to make choices, take on age-appropriate
challenges, and discover what they are capable of in a supportive setting. Many parents see
meaningful growth in their child’s confidence, independence, and self-esteem after just one week
at camp.

The mission of Texas Elks Camp is to help every camper feel valued, supported, and capable.
Through caring programs and the dedicated support of Texas Elks members, the camp helps
children develop greater independence, self-esteem, and confidence while reinforcing the belief
that every child deserves the opportunity to thrive.

Families can feel confident knowing their children are supported by counselors, nurses, and
counselors-in-training who care deeply about serving children with special needs. Staff members
complete a week of intensive training, and many bring related experience or studies in
therapeutic recreation, special education, elementary education, social work, nursing, or pre-
med.

Each week, campers enjoy the full camp experience while parents have peace of mind knowing
their children are well cared for and having the time of their lives. From swimming, hiking,
scavenger hunts, and crafts to the many traditional camp activities youngsters look forward to,
Texas Elks Camp gives every child the chance to join in the fun. Next month, we'll take a closer
look at some of the ways campers make summer memories!

TESA Fall Convention is coming!

The Texas Elks State Association (TESA) Fall Convention will be in
our home city in October. We encourage you to attend and/or
help with lodge activities during the convention. (Details about
lodge activities are coming soon.)

The convention will be held at the Marriott Westchase (off
Westheimer, just east of Beltway 8) from Friday, October 23 -
Sunday October 25.

Register here. The cost is just $20 for all sessions. You can add optional meals (at an additional
cost) when you register.
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Who wants more fun?

This is YOUR Lodge! We are always looking for ideas for activities to keep our members engaged.
What kinds of things would you be interested in? Do any of these activities sound appealing?

e Dart tournaments

e Board game nights

e Movie nights

e Pool parties

o Craft parties — jewelry making, charcuterie board lessons, etc.

If you have any suggestions, please contact Kathy Klimpel.
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Exalted Ruler
Leading Knight
Loyal Knight
Lecturing Knight
Secretary
Treasurer

1 Year Trustee
2 Year Trustee
3 Year Trustee
4 Year Trustee
5 Year Trustee
Esquire
Chaplain

Inner Guard
Tiler

Committee chairpersons/coordinators
Committees are shown in bold; subcommittees follow the main committee.

Auditing & Accounting
Activities

Community Project & Activities
Youth Activities

Hoop Shoot

Drug Awareness
Fraternal

Americanism

Elks National Foundation
Flag Day

Membership

Lodge Activities
Veterans Service
Accident Prevention
Past Exalted Ruler (PER)
Standing Relief

Public Relations

Other

Ritualistic

Soccer Shoot
Government Relations
State Major Project (Children’s Camp)
Club Board

Board of Trustees
Charitable Gambling (Bingo)
Elk of the Year

Lodge Bulletin

Elks Charities
Scholarships

Kids Christmas

Highway Cleanup

Local Lodge Charity
TECSI Grants

Friends of 151

Lodge Sweetheart
Special Elks Services

Officers

Connie Lisembee
Susan Midyett
Troy Lynn Betenbaugh
Robert Marshall
Jim Grissom
Renay Bennett
Sally DiPalma
Ann Grissom
Chuck Dingas
Ramona Mishaga
Joy Olmos

Andy Mishaga
Mike Betenbaugh
George Gomez
Al Olmos

Andy Mishaga
Available
Available
Available
Ramona Mishaga
Teri Finch

Jim Grissom
David Rawlins
Susan Midyett
Lowell Neinast
Kathy Klimpel
Available

Chuck Dingas
Ramona Mishaga
Andy Mishaga
Connie Lisembee
Ramona Mishaga

Mike Callahan
Available

John Atwood
Sally DiPalma
Connie Lisembee
Sally DiPalma
Joy Olmos
Connie Lisembee
Kathy Klimpel
Available

Cindie Pridy
Kathy Klimpel
Available

Susan Midyett
Sally DiPalma
Karen Schulz and Sue O'Neil
Serena Goetsch
Available
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Lodge hours and standing activities

Lodge meetings

Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. — see calendar for exceptions in August
Balloting for new members on the third Tuesday of each month
Initiations on the last Tuesday of each month

Standing
meetings

Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. - Board of Directors and
House Committee. All members are welcome to attend these meetings,
but only committee members can vote.

Third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. — Veterans’ Committee

Lodge hours

Closed Monday and Saturday (except for special events)
Open Tuesday — Friday at 4:00
Open Sunday — 12:00 noon

Activities

Wings and Things ~-Wednesday 5:00 - 6:00 (on the second Wednesday, a
blue-plate special replaces the regular menu)

Bingo Thursday — open to the public — 7:00 (gates open at 6:00)

Steak Night — first Friday of the month — 6:30

Lodge hours are subject to change for special events. The Lodge will close at the discretion of the bartender.

Need more information?

Contact any officer
Call the lodge - 832-328-1151

Facebook pages

Elks Lodge 151
Texas Gulf Coast District
Texas Elks
Grand Lodge

Websites

Elks main page

Texas Elks
Answer to riddle of the month
You mean a great dill to me.
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Calendar - August

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Veterans Swim
Party
noon — 4pm
East District Interlodge
at Crockett Lodge
2 3 4 5 [ 7 g
Lodge Closed Lodge Mtg 7 pm Wings n Things BINGO 7 pm Steak Night North Austin New
w! Balloting & PER 5-6 pm 6:30pm $10 Lodge Institution
Mtg to follow at Temple Lodge
3 10 11 12 13 14 15
BLUE PLATE Friends of 151 Gulf Coast District
Lodge Closed No Lodge SPECIAL BINGO 7pm Dinner 6:30 pm $12 | Interlodge @ Katy
Meeting 5 -6 pm Hoagies, Potato —2:00 pm
Salad, Apple Pie w/ All members are
HC & BOD mtg 6:30pm Ice cream welcome!
16 17 12 19 20 2 22
GC VP & DD ) i i PER Fish Fry
Clinics Lodge Closed Lodge Meeting 7 pm Wings n Things BINGO 7pm Dinner 6:30pm Lodge Soccer
@ Katy wilnitiation 5-6pm $15 Shoot 10am
and Dart
Tournament
23 24 25 25 a7 28 25
) ) . Beautification Day
Lodge Closed No Lodge Wings n Things BINGO Tpm ENF Dinner at Houston 151
20 a Meeting 5-6 pm 6:30pm 9am
Lodge Closed Kids Day at 151
Moon-4pm
Date Event What you need to know

Friday, September 4

Steak night — $10 — 6:30 p.m.

Bring your protein to be cooked to your
specifications. Potato, salad bar. Desserts,
and iced tea are included in the price.

Sunday, September 6

Labor Day Barbecue

Details to come

Friday, September 18 —
Saturday, September 19

Homecoming at Texas Elks

Camp (Ottine)

info.

Members from across the state gather at
the camp for fellowship and fundraising. Our
Sweetheart will be selling items, and
donations are needed. Click here for more

Friday, September 25

ENF dinner —6:30 p.m.

Tentative

Sunday, September 27

POW/MIA ceremony — 1:00

p.m.

Details to come

Friday, October 2

Steak night — $10 - 6:30 p.m.

Bring your protein to be cooked to your
specifications. Potato, salad bar. Desserts,
and iced tea are included in the price.

Friday, October 23 —

Sunday, October 25

Texas Elks Fall convention —
Marriott Westchase, Houston

Info about lodge activities during this
weekend to come

August 2026
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Lodge activities in July

Bingo party

The Hawaiian-themed party drew a crowd of over 100 players — even during the torrential rain that
we got courtesy of Tropical Storm Bertha. This was the biggest crowd we've had since pre-COVID
days. Bingo raised over $2700 that night — about 3-4 times the weekly average.

Thanks to Joy & Al Olmos and Vanessa and Bobby Haynes — and all members who helped or
attended - for making a special night!

Kids' hamburger cookoff

On Saturday, July 25 several local children participated in a
kids' hamburger cookoff. The lodge provided meat and
fixings, as well as grills that the kids could take home. Each
child was responsible for bringing their own spices and
decorations.

Burgers were judged on taste and presentation. The kids got
quite creative! Thanks to Tereza Legler for organizing the
event. And thanks to Greg Lindsay for providing griling
accessories kits to the winners.
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Help our
Lodge
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Reach out
To- new

Make
everyone

feel
welcome
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