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April was certainly a busy month.  May is shaping up to be just as full! 
 

I want to start by sincerely thanking all the volunteers who made our 96th Easter Egg Hunt 
such a success.  They stuffed eggs, donated candy, assembled over 100 baskets and showed up 
early at Chetzemoka Park. This event would not have ben possible without you.  I believe we 
had one of the largest turnouts of children yet!  
 

A special thank you to Vicki Talley and Susan Fritts for leading our Easter Brunch—you both 
did a fabulous job. We also held a lodge grounds cleanup and although the weather didn't 
cooperate, everyone came together and made it look fantastic - especially the kitchen.  Dawn 

Grace and Robert Wilkinson have made tremendous improvements in this area and it truly shows. 
 

Tuesday night dinners continue to thrive thanks to Robert Kelvy, who has been serving fresh, delicious meals. Due to 
continued success, dinner hours have been extended to 6:30 PM and will remain so through the summer. 
 

We were honored to celebrate Rita Frangione as Elk of the Year. Rita is an incredible individual who has 
contributed greatly through grant work and her dedication to our veterans. The evening was heartfelt, emotional, 
and a wonderful tribute to her efforts. 
 

Our Spring Fling featuring the Randall Wolf Band was another great success—thank you to everyone who came, 
including the Bremerton RV group who joined the fun. As we move into a busy season, our RV park has been 
active with groups such as Habitat for Humanity and the Sequim RV Traveling Group. Jim Aman, thank you not 
only for organizing the baked potato bar that evening but also for your ongoing dedication to maintaining both our 
lodge grounds and the RV park.  We also hosted Bunco again—if you haven’t attended yet, I strongly encourage 
new members to come play. It’s a great way to meet fellow members and get involved in our Elkdom fellowship. 
The Elk Riders, with help from Steve Spencer, also organized a fun and successful billiards tournament. 
 

I would also like to extend a sincere thank you to our Grant Committee for their hard work and dedication. Because 
of their efforts, both our Beacon Grant and Freedom Grant were approved. The Beacon Grant supports Lodge-led, 
ongoing, and active projects that address the present needs of our community. The Freedom Grant allows us to 
serve veterans and military members in need of support and services, focusing on key areas such as employment, 
homelessness, and housing support for current military members and their families along with health and 
educational assistance.  These grants are vital in helping us to continue our mission of service and expand our 
impart within the community.  
 

Just a few housekeeping reminders: 
• Please remember to log your volunteer hours on the sheet located outside the Event Coordinator’s office, as 

well as the sign-in sheet in the kitchen. Tracking these hours is essential to maintaining our nonprofit status. 
Volunteers are the heart of this lodge, and it’s exciting to see new members stepping up. This is what it means 
to be an Elk—serving others, supporting our community, and sharing our time and talents to keep our lodge 
strong. 

• Lastly, I ask for your cooperation during Thursday night's announcements. Please be respectful and keep 
conversations to a minimum so everyone can hear important updates. It’s appreciated by all. 

 

As we move into another busy and exciting month, I want you to know how much this lodge means—not just as a 
place, but as a family. It’s the laughter, the teamwork, the willingness to show up for one another, and the shared 
purpose of giving back that make this place so special. Thank you for being a part of that. Together, we are making 
a difference, and I’m truly grateful to be on this journey with each and every one of you. 
 
 

Fraternally, 
Elizabeth (Lisa) Mull, Exalted Ruler 
Port Townsend Elks Lodge 317 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
 

Old and new members may not know that this building was erected with 85-90% with volunteer labor.   
These are some of the many 2025 accomplishments. 
 
The Neon Light Project took two years to complete and was finally up and running in March 
2026.  Volunteers committed to make it work were Wayne Peterson, Stuart Duff (electrician), 
and Don White who installed a new ballast. That didn't work so they started replacing neon 
tubes, one at a time.   That didn’t work so we started replacing neon tubes - one at a time. A 
manlift was donated by Ron Melheim, and Carol Wise operated the lift.  The lift had to be 
delivered and  picked up several times then finally - let there be light! 
 

The Parking Lot Project was handled by Randy Hathaway, Eric Arnston and Ryan 
Roach. They furnished the road grader, compactor and several other machines. They 
decided to replace the parking blocks with poured concrete sidewalks. Thanks to Jason 
Franklin, Justin Klaasen and Freddy Martin for building the concrete forms. We very 
much appreciate the donation from Van Ness Construction who poured 250 linear feet 
of sidewalk. Crushed rock for the driveway was donated by Shold’s Excavating and 
Cotton Concrete gave us a good deal on the purchase of the concrete. Thank You to Mel 
Mefford who donated the cost of the new Elks signs on Hwy. 20 and to Jason Franklin, 

Rich Stapf, Jr. and Rich, Sr. for installing the signs.  
 
The Can Company was started when this Lodge was built and at the time it provided 
about $1,000 to our annual budget.  Everything over and above $1,000 went to the RV 
Club - known as the Wapitis.  The Can Company is on-going and is still functioning to 
this day although they are not making a lot of money. At one time we thought about 
quitting but Don White stepped up to the plate and said he would take over.  He did - 
it’s still running and we’ve taken in about 4 loads (900-1100#) in the last couple of 
months.  Since the county has stopped the recycling effort - we will take ALL your 
aluminum cans. 

 
The BBQ Pit Project was started by Dave Sather - donating all the pipe and supports for 
the structure.  Gary Jondeau welded all the work on the supports.  It was at a standstill 
for many years and Jim Aman decided he would finish the roof.  That project is 
completed after all these years and ready for use. 
 
 

RV Park - Thank you Jim Aman for managing the RV park and all the extra work around 
the Lodge.  He wears many hats!  You can find him tending bar, helping in the kitchen, 
cooking and cleaning up, and generally volunteering for anything that needs to be done 
around the lodge. 

 
Bar Plaques.  Originally the plaques were sold for $50/plaque and the money supported 
the building of the bar—they took in $14,800!  This was used to build the bar - material 
only - and volunteer work finished the beautiful bar it is today.  It didn’t stop there - we 
continued to sell plaques and have brought in between $50,000 and $60,000 for our 
Lodge.  We’re getting to the end of bar space!  We have one space left and we can do a 50 
pour or a 60 pour.  We have 40 now and this will be the last pour. If you want a plaque, 

sign up now and take it to 50 or 60.  Special thanks to Gretchen helping me to keeping track of the bar 
plaques. 
 
There are many more completed projects we'll report on and in the coming months we will provide 
some fun history on our Lodge.  
 
Volunteers are one of the most important aspects of our lodge and Elkdom.  If you 
want to get involved in a project, check with the office and they will put you in touch 
with involved members. 
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   Sunday   
 

Monday 
 

   Tuesday 
 

 

Wednesday   
 

 
 
 
 

 

Thursday 
 

 

Friday 

1     This Lil’ 
Piggy 
Bingo 

“Beef Edition” 
5:30– 7:30 PM 

 

Potluck  
5:00 PM 

 Saturday 
2 

 

Przygocki  
Memorial 

 
12 PM - 4 PM 

3    
 

 
 

CORNHOLE 

NOON—CLOSE 

 
 

 
Bob Kelvy 

4 
 

5 

Tuesday Dinner 
 

Enchiladas w/ 
beans & rice 

 
5 PM—6:30 PM 

 

Cinco de Mayo 
 
 

Queen of Hearts 
6:15 PM 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

Thursday Dinner 
 

Fish & Chips or 
Chicken  Strips  

& Fries 

 5 PM—6:30 PM 
 

Joker’s Wild              
6:15 PM 

 

Lodge Meeting 

7:00 PM 

8 
Hamburger 

Friday 
Choice of 
Fries or 

Onion rings 
5 PM—7 PM 

$12 
 

Music until 8 PM 

Brian Douglas 

9 
Back to the 80’s 

Prom Night 
 

Social Hour 5 PM 
Dinner & Dance 

6 PM 
Sloppy Joes 

$15 
Music by  
DJ F.S.H. 

10 
 

MOTHERS DAY 

BRUNCH/ 

RITUAL 

                        

10 AM—1:00 PM 

 

CORNHOLE 

NOON—CLOSE 
 

Mark Banks 

11 12 
 

Tuesday Dinner 
 

Baked BBQ 
Chicken 

 
5 PM—6:30 PM 

 

Queen of Hearts 
6:15 PM 

 

Elks Riders  
Meeting 
6:30 PM 

13 
 
 

LINE 
DANCING 

w/ Jayne Neu 
  

5:15 PM— 
6:15 PM 

 
House Meeting 

5:15 PM 

14 
Thursday Dinner 

 

Fish & Chips or 
Chicken  Strips  

& Fries 

 5 PM—6:30 PM 
 

Joker’s Wild              
6:15 PM 

 

 

Rhody Festival 

15 
ELKS 

OFFICER 
TRAINING 

IN 
LAKEWOOD 

 

Friday & 
Saturday 

 

Elks Bed in  
Rhody Bed Race 

16 
ELKS RIDERS  
HOST RHODY 

Pancake Breakfast 
8 AM -11 AM 

 
Music by 

The Kellys 
 

See Rhody 
Schedule 

below 

17 
 

 

 

No Elks Riders 
Breakfast today 

 

CORNHOLE 

NOON—CLOSE 

 

 

 

Vicki Talley 

18 

 
19 
Tuesday Dinner 

 

Philly Steak 
Sandwich 

 
5 PM—6:30  PM 

 
 

Queen of Hearts 
6:15 PM 

 

Orientation 
7:00 PM 

20 
 

 
 
 
 

Membership 
Meeting 
6:00 PM 

 

21 
 

Thursday Dinner 
 

Fish & Chips or 
Chicken  Strips  

& Fries 

 5 PM—6:30 PM 
 

Joker’s Wild              
6:15 PM 

Lodge Meeting 

7:00 PM 

Initiation 

22 
Bunco 
Night 

$5 donation 
 

5:30 PM—8:30 PM 

 
Potluck  
5 PM 

23 
 

ELKS RIDERS 
ANNIVERSARY 

PARTY 
5 PM—9 PM 

 
Dinner by 

Big Twin BBQ 
 

Music by S.F.H. 
 
 

24 

 

 

 

CORNHOLE 

NOON—CLOSE 

 

 

 

Austin Khile 

25 
 

Memorial 
Day 

Services 
at the 

cemeteries 
 

26 
Tuesday Dinner 

 

Orange Chicken 
w/fried rice 

 
5 PM—6:30  PM 

 

Queen of Hearts 
6:15 PM 

27 
LINE 

DANCING 
w/ Jayne Neu 

  
5:15 PM— 
6:15 PM 

 
Board Meeting  

6:30 PM 

28  
 

Thursday Dinner 
 

Fish & Chips or 
Chicken  Strips  

& Fries 

 5 PM—6:30 PM 
 

Joker’s Wild              
6:15 PM 

29 
BURGER 
NIGHT 

Choice of 
Fries or 

Onion rings 
5 PM—7 PM 

$12 
Music until 8 PM 

Elderberries 

 
RHODY DAY 
ACTIVITIES 

 
Parade—1:00 PM 
Raker Car Show 

and Shine 
2 PM—6 PM 

Spaghetti Feed 
5 PM—7:PM 

31 
CORNHOLE 

NOON—CLOSE 
 

Greg Carroll 

      

MAY 
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WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS! 

Corey Cantrell 

Stan Howell 

Randee Morrow 
Donald Post 

Jason Pruitt 
 

721 Active Members 

147 Delinquent Members 

As of  4/24/2026 

 

 

Don’t Let Your Elks Membership Expire! 
 

We don’t want you to miss out on being part of the incredible Washington Elks community! 
 

Your membership helps make a difference and keeps you connected to all the great benefits and events the Elks 
offer.  Don’t let your membership lapse—renew today!   
 

Please note:  Your lodge must pay Grand Lodge & State fees of $46 per member by May 1st of each year with or 
without member dues payments.  Let’s make it easy for you to stay involved! 

 

Renewing is simple — 
    1) Drop a check off at The Lodge 
                     Office Hours Tues-Fri 9 AM—1 PM; or 
    2) Mail check to The Lodge 

         PT Elks #317 
         555 Otto Street 
         Port Townsend, WA  98368; or 

    3) Call The Lodge—360 385-0317  
           to pay with Credit/Debit Card; or 
 

    4) Pay online at  
         https://www.elks.org/payonline 
 

*Note:  A convenience fee of 3.5% is applied to 
                      Online credit/debit cards. 
 
Please give this matter your immediate attention. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you and sincerely 
hope that you will not allow your membership to 
lapse. 

 

Name: James Daubenberger 
Born:  1924  
Initiated: 12/12/1946 
Died:  4/13/2026 

VACANT CHAIR 

As a “Members Only” club, you are required to have your membership card with you at all times to gain admission to 
The Lodge.  Please show your membership card to the bartender upon arrival.  Membership cards must be presented upon 
request 

 

*********************************PLEASE NOTE: *************************************  

THE ECHO hard copies are no longer mailed. 
Hard copies are available in the lobby of the Lodge. 

Those needing a hard copy mailed, please contact the office. 
 

                                                      There are two ways to get a PDF version: 
 

                 1) Advise the office of your correct email address and  request it be sent via email or 
                 2) Sign into your elks.org account.  

DUES:  If you have not yet paid your dues, please do so as soon as 
possible.   
 

Office staff is available Tuesday through Friday from 9 am – 1 pm.  Don’t miss out on playing 
Jokers Wild, Queen of Hearts, Shake of the Day or just socializing at the Lodge because your dues 
are not current. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

Don’t miss these fun events!  

Please note the Elk Rider breakfast is 
moved this month only to Saturday, 
May 16th, for the Rhody Breakfast. 
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THURSDAY 
FISH or CHICKEN & CHIPS 

   5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

2 piece fish & chips   $12.00 
3 piece fish & chips               $15.00 

1 piece baked fish & chips    $15.00 
Shrimp dinner                       $12.00 
Combo  shrimp & fish          $19.00 

     (3 pieces fish, 5 shrimp) 
3 pieces chicken & fries $10.00 

This COUPON entitles the bearer  
to a Complimentary  Birthday 

House Pour, Beer or Wine  
in the lounge during their birthday month.  

Clip this coupon and present at the bar.  
NAME: _________________________________  
Port Townsend #317 Member No.: _________ 

BAR MENU 
  
 

   Taquitos                   5 for $5.25 or 10 for $9.50   

    Mac & Cheese Wedge                  6 for $5.50 

    Mozzarella Sticks                          6 for $5.25 
 

    Burritos                                               $4.25 
 

    3-pc Chicken Tenders                       $5.00 
 

    JoJos or Onion Rings                     $4.50 
 

    Fries                               $5.00              
 

    Chicken Wings                                    $6.50 
      (Honey BBQ or breaded and fried) 
 

    Pizza (as available)                    $10.00           

      Cheese, Pepperoni, Pepperoni & Sausage or  
      Supreme 
    

    Poppers (8)                    $5.50    

    Chips         $1.25 
    Corn Dog         $1.50 
    Soda         $3.00 

The bar menu makes a great  

dinner option! 
Tuesday - Saturday   3PM - 8:30PM 

Sunday - Noon - 6:00PM  

Bar Pricing 
 

      Premium Wine:   $8.00 

      Top Shelf Wine:   $9.00 
      Well Alcohol:  $5.00 

      Premium Alcohol:  $7.00 

PT ELKS LODGE HAPPY HOUR 
Tuesday—Saturday 

3—5 PM 
$1.00 OFF DRINKS 

MAY BIRTHDAYS! 

01 Arlie Blankenship 16 Donald Hoglund 

01 John Kvinsland 16 Donald Johnston 

02 Levi Dupuy 16 Peter Yelaca 

03 Joseph Clouse 17 David Dover 

03 Sandy Ellis 17 Gary Jondle 

03 Wayne Smith 19 Norma VanValkenburg 

04 Marcella Harris 20 Daniel Burnham 

06 David Anderson 20 Kelly Malloy 

06 Jonathan Claunch 21 Brian Cassalery 

06 Merrily Mount 22 Jack Gaddis 

06 Gary Weldon 23 Lloyd Baldwin 

07 M J Hillard 23 Kraig Jondle 

07 Jack Tice 24 Ragan Claybourn 

07 Milo Whitson 24 Sharon Young 

08 Frank Fletcher 25 William Kenneweg 

08 William LeMaster 25 Phillip Meyers 

09 Kenneth Meehan 25 Mitchell Thomas 

09 Doug Wiley 26 Laurie Hannan 

10 Dawn Grace 26 Bob Lawrence 

10 Ronald Van Buskirk 27 Daniel Anderson 

11 Rose Hablutzel 27 Scott Clifton 

12 Thomas Carlson 28 Fred Adams 

14 Bernard Arthur 28 Norma Leith 

14 Karla Jondle 28 Randy Maag 

14 James Lail 28 Ernie Potterf 

15 Tony Liske 29 Daniel Afflerbach 

15 Daniel Shaw 29 James Hutton 

15 David Stanko 30 Sherry Arnold 

16 Robert Coulter 31 Kirk Jondle 

LODGE BAR HOURS 
Tuesday - Saturday 3 PM - 8:30 PM  

Sunday - Noon - 6 PM  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM Tuesday-Friday 
Rose Ann Carroll, Secretary  email: ptbpoe317@yahoo.com 
Dawn Thomas, Event Coordinator email: ptelks317@gmail.com 
phone: (360) 385-0317  
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2026/2027 

Advertise your business in the ECHO!   Place an Ad and Support your Lodge! 
 

Each month, our Lodge prints newsletters and emails them to members. To help with the cost, Port Townsend Lodge 
317 would like to offer our members the opportunity of advertising their business or service in our  monthly 

newsletter.  
This is a great opportunity to share your business or provide our members  

with exclusive offers just for them.         
 

$150 yearly for Elk Members ~ $120 yearly for Elk Veterans 
 

Please Contact  Trustee Bob Kelvy at bobkelvy@yahoo.com 
 

      Advertisements are for business card-size in our monthly Echo. 

2026/2027 

Thank you volunteers for 
another successful and fun  

Easter Egg Event— 
what an awesome group! 

Elk of the Year—what an honor—what a party! 
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Shake of the Day! 

(one try per day) 

Members have 4 shakes to roll 5 of a kind.  

If you roll 4 of a kind you get an extra shake.  

If the pot reaches $500 and hasn’t been won, a new pot will be 
started and the first member to shake 5 of a kind will win the entire 

first pot! 
The pot will be counted daily and posted at the Bar. 

ELKS RIDERS 
Are you an Elk member with a passion for the open 
road and giving back to the community? 
 
The Port Townsend Elks Riders is a group of  
like-minded individuals who combine their love for 
riding with the Elk’s principles of charity, justice, 
brotherly love and fidelity. 
 
We are more than just a riding group - we are a family 
of volunteers committed to making a difference. 
 
For more information or to join this great organization, 
contact Dawn Thomas at the Lodge. 

Please join us for lodge meetings 

 on the 1st & 3rd Thursday  

of each month at 7 PM. 
 

(NOTE:  July, August & December lodge 

Meeting only on  

1st Thursday at 7 PM. ) 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

                       VETERAN SPOTLIGHT 

In 1962, William ""Bill"" Goines became a member of the original SEAL Team Two — 
making him the first African American Navy SEAL in history.  

 
     He entered one of the most elite, most demanding, and at that time most racially 
exclusive institutions in the United States military and became part of its founding class. 
     He spent the next 32 years proving that his presence there was not an experiment. 
 
• Three tours in Vietnam.  
• Multiple honors and distinctions across three decades of active service.  
• Retirement in 1987 as a Master Chief Petty Officer — the highest enlisted rank 
available. A career that spanned the full arc of what the Navy SEALs became as a force, 
from their earliest operational years through their evolution into the most recognized 
special operations unit in the world. 
     The barrier he broke in 1962 was not a small one. The SEALs were built around a 
culture of extreme selectivity — physical, psychological, and in that era, racial. Getting 

through that selection process as a Black man in 1962 required not just the physical and mental capability the training 
demanded, but the additional weight of doing it in an environment that had not been designed with his presence in mind 
and was not always welcoming of it. 
     He got through. He served. He led. And then he spent his years after retirement mentoring the people who came after 
him — turning his own history into infrastructure for others. 
     He passed away on June 10, 2024, at 87 years old. The legacy he left runs through every Black man and woman who 
has since worn the Trident — through every person who found the door slightly less closed because he had been the first 
one through it. 
 First Black Navy SEAL in 1962.  
 Thirty-two years of service.  
 A legacy measured in every door he opened  

     by walking through it himself.  
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          ELKS COIN BOX 
            CHILDREN’S THERAPY PROGRAM 

           

                  Please remember our coin boxes for the  

                     Washington Elks Therapy Program for Children    

(Tall Elks).  

     Fill a Coin Box and return it.    
        

    Thank you, 
    Tall Elks Chairman 

LODGE OFFICERS 2026 - 2027 
Exalted Ruler Lisa Mull 
Leading Knight PER Mark Fritts 
Loyal Knight PER Jim Aman 
Lecturing Knight     Dale Bateham 
Secretary                 Rose Ann Carroll 
Treasurer Susan Fritts 
Esquire Greg Carroll 
Tiler Austin Khile 
Inner Guard Vicki Talley 
Chaplain Mark Banks 
              
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Lisa Mull, PER Mark Fritts, Rose Ann Carroll, PER Jim 
Aman, Dale Bateham, Susan Fritts, and the following 
Trustees: 
 

To April 2027 Bob Kelvy 
To April 2028 Bob Hickman  
To April 2029 Tim Thomas 
To April 2030 Robert Wilkinson   
To April 2031 Steve Spencer 
      

                                  

OFFICE STAFF 
Bookkeeper - Ben Falge 
Event Coordinator - Dawn Thomas 
Lodge Auditor - PER David Harrah  
 
 

BAR   
Manager:  Gretchen VanDerent 
Bartender:   
Bar Volunteers:  Jim, Vicki, Robert, Peggy, Dawn 
                                                                                                         
PAST GRAND LODGE OFFICERS 
98-99 Ron Brantner, PER, PDDGER 
 
 

PAST STATE OFFICERS  
07-08  Ron Brantner PER,  PST 
03-04  Linda De Leo, PER, PDLO 
                   
PER ASSOCIATION 
President          PER Rachel Cervantes 
Vice President          PER Jim Aman 
Sec/Treasurer  PER Wayne Nagy 
                   
                                                                                                                                                   
ECHO CREW 
Editor:  Rita Alberti 
Assistant Editor:  Shari Morrison  
Proofreaders:  PER  Jim Bumgarner, Mike Hammers &  
Ora Hickman 
 

****************************** 
RV Reservations 

Call the RV HOST 360-301-0728 
****************************** 

Member $30 per Night 
Member Guest $35 per Night 

 
********************************************* 

DUTY ROSTER 

   Rentals also require Event Insurance to be 
purchased by tenant with proof of insurance provided 
to Lodge prior to event.  
 

   There is a $100 refundable cleaning deposit fee for 
the kitchen, dance floor, and dining room rental if it is 
left clean. 

 Member Non/Member 

Dining Room 
(plus $100  

refundable deposit) 

$200 $275 

Dance Floor 
(plus $100  

refundable deposit) 

$200 $275 

Bar add on $75 $75 

Kitchen (plus $100 
refundable deposit) 

$300 $350 

Steam Table $50 $50 

Audio/Video 
Add on 

$50 $50 

Extra Bartender 
(for events with 
60+ guests 
attending 

$25/hr $25/hr 

FACILITY RENTAL RATES 

JUNE 
  07-13 Susan Fritts 
  14-20 Rose Ann Carroll 
  21-27 Dale Bateham 
  28-7/4 Jim Aman 

MAY 
  03-09 Bob Kelvy 
  10-16 Mark Banks 
  17-23 Vicki Tilley 
  24-30 Austin Khile 
  31-6/6 Greg Carroll 


