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Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Saturday, November 15, 2025  

5:00 pm Cocktails, 6:00 pm Dinner 

Veterans Stand-Down 
Sunday, November 16, 2025, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

 

A Message from the Exalted Ruler 

 
Dear Members and Friends of Saratoga-Wilton Lodge #161,  

We are officially in the holiday season with Thanksgiving a mere three weeks away. 

The leaves have gone, the sun is rising later and setting earlier, and temperatures have 

taken a dip. Nature is settling into hibernation, but our Lodge is as busy as ever, 

In October we honored almost 200 members who’ve been Elks for 25 or more years. 

I’d like to extend special congratulations to House Set-up Chair Bill Milby who was 

named Old timer of the Year.  

 

We also feted NYSEA President John Lawless and First Lady Maureen. It was a 

pleasure to have them visit our Lodge and enjoy a delicious pasta-made-to-order dinner. Thank you to everyone 

who worked in the kitchen that evening. Your efforts were certainly appreciated by our guests. 

Bowling is underway, corn hole is running on Thursday nights, and pub nights continue on Fridays so members 

and friends have ample opportunity to socialize. Opportunities to serve are also plentiful with Bingo, curb-side 

dinners, garage sale/craft fairs, and numerous veterans’ activities among the many ways those who wish to can 

give back to our Lodge and our community. 

 

We will honor our volunteers with a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on November 15th. Every Elk who helped 

in any capacity during the year is welcome to attend, but please sign up in the lounge so we know how many 

to expect. Cocktails will be from 5-6pm, and dinner will be at 6. I hope to see you there. 

 

If you’re looking for something to do with the first weekend of November, I recommend coming to the Colonial 

District Basket Raffle at Glens Falls Lodge #81 on November 1st. Doors open at 1pm and we’ll start pulling 

tickets at 3pm. When you get home, set your clocks back an hour, then come over to Greenwich Lodge #2223 

on Sunday, November 2nd to witness a District-wide Ritual performed by our District Ritual Team at 12noon.  

 

Veterans: you are welcome to attend the Stand down on Sunday, November 16th from 9am to 1pm. We will 

have barbers, medical and dental professionals, a veterinary technician who will provide guidance regarding 

pets, and more than thirty other agencies and organizations all on hand to serve our veterans. We’ll be serving 

a hot breakfast and a hot lunch, and all services are free to veterans. 

 

Those of you reading this newsletter online, please be sure to scroll to the bottom of this page and click the 

DOWNLOAD button so you can read the rest of the newsletter. There’s a lot going on in our lodge and if you 

don’t click DOWNLOAD, you’re missing it. 

 

Fraternally, 

Kathy Jackson, Exalter Ruler  
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Doc’s Corner 
 

IMMUNIZATION UPDATE 
 

I know it's already November and many of you have not yet considered seasonal vaccinations...... 
   

Here's a quick update: 

 

Seasonal flu vaccines have been available since September. This year's vaccine a trivalent one-dose immunization. It contains: 

                             2 influenza A subtypes (H1N1 and H3N2) and 1 influenza B subtype (B Victoria) 
 

New COVID vaccine boosters became available in September and are recommended for seniors >65 y.o. and those younger with 

compromised health conditions (those seeking vaccine in this group may need an Rx. from their health care provider). 
 

Please don't forget other vaccines available for protection against these disease entities: 
 

Pneumococcal Vaccine..............for those >50 and children <5 ..........and those at increased risk 
 

Herpes Simplex Vaccine (Shingrex )............for those >50 (2 doses separated by 2-6 months) to prevent shingles and its serious 

complications and finally......... 
 

RSV (respiratory Syncytial Virus) .................for special infants, certain women during pregnancy, those 60-74 at increased risk of 

severe RSV disease, and those >75 
         

To prevent serious respiratory diseases and their complications. 
 

New recommendations from the CDC are confusing so I recommend reviewing guidelines set up by these organizations: 

       AAP .......American Academy of Pediatrics      AMA......American Medical Association   AAFP......American Academy of 

Family Physicians 
 

Always rely on your primary care health provider for guidance! 

                                                                                                                                     DOC 



Saratoga Shout-outs    

Huge thank-yous and warm appreciation to: 

 
• To Ken Kohl, Bob Tuttle, Judy Tirelli, and Pat Kanuika for traveling to Albany to serve breakfast to 70 

veterans and staff members at the Stratton VA on October 19th. 
• To Ken Kohl and Bob Tuttle for braving heavy rain to drive to the Fisher House to prepare and serve 

breakfast on the 20th.  We aren’t usually scheduled to serve on back-to-back days, and Ken and 
Bob didn’t hesitate to say yes when they learned patients would be staying there pending 
treatment. 

• To Loyal Knight Miranda Loachamin, PER Dora Lee Stanley, Bob Tuttle, and Kathy Eitzmann for 
serving ice cream and popcorn at the Stratton VA on Sunday, October 26th. 

• To everyone who turned out for the visit of NYSEA State President John Lawless and First Lady 
Maureen. They were truly impressed with the food, the Lodge itself, and all of the things we are 
doing at Saratoga-Wilton. A thank you note from President John is on the bulletin board in the 
lobby for all to read. 

• To all of our incredible Bingo volunteers who have worked crowds of 100+ every week for the past 
quarter. You are amazing and we appreciate all you are doing to keep this key fundraiser running. 

• To PER Susan Waghorn for running group and individual Elk’s training sessions to help the rest of 
us understand how to navigate the statutes to find information and for making training fun. 

• To PER Dora Lee Stanley for the recognition conferred on her by the Grand Lodge ENF team for her 
work with our Impact Grant. This year marked the 20th anniversary of the CIP program and to honor 
individuals who go above and beyond, the Grand Lodge team had custom designed water bottles 
created and gifted to them only 75 individuals nationally, one of whom was Dora Lee. Congrats on 
your well-deserved recognition, Dora. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

 
 

Thanks to all who have sent in their contributions 

to the annual appeal. I’ve been busy processing 

your generous checks for social and community 

welfare and Lodge building and maintenance. We 

still have 26 delinquent members. If you haven’t 

paid your dues yet, please try to do it soon. 

 

Barb Ash – 518-879-8713 (cell) or 

swelks161@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

  
 

Red Ribbon Week 

 

Red Ribbon Week, celebrated annually October 

23-31, is the nation's oldest and largest drug 

prevention awareness program. Red Ribbon Week 

was started after the 1985 brutal death of Drug 

Enforcement Administration Special Agent 

Enrique "Kiki” Camarena by drug traffickers he 

was investigating. Wearing red ribbons represents 

Elks pledge to honor all who have lost their lives 

in the fight against drugs. Pictured wearing red 

ribbons are guest Alex Georgeadis, Charlie 

Fricano (sitting), Shirley Klotz, PER Dora Lee 

Stanley Lodge DAP Chair and PER Thomas 

Klotz.  Also pictured are PERS: Lester Cole, Jr. 

Dora Lee and Susan Waghorn. 

 Americanism Essay Contest theme, deadlines  

 

The Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee selected “What Does 

Service to Your Country Mean to You?” as the theme for our 

Americanism Essay Contest this year. 

Last year, more than 40,000 essays were submitted. That 

means a minimum of 40,000 families discussed Americanism 

and what it means to be an American. Students, teachers, 

parents, brothers, and sisters talked about the values that go 

along with being a citizen. I can’t think of a better way to 

promote Americanism to young people and refresh it in 

everyone’s minds than to participate in this program. 

Lodges should make sure information submitted is complete 

and legible starting with phone numbers, emails, and 

addresses. In addition, we ask each Lodge to send the total 

number of essays they judged to the district or state chair so we 

have a record of participation. The state chair will then report 

their total to the Grand Lodge administrator. 

Keep in mind that you should send your essay to the Lodge 

nearest your home, and only to one Lodge! 

Each level of judging will send the top three in each division to 

be judged on the next level. The deadlines for each level of 

judging are: 

1) Students send essays to Local Lodge no later than December 

15, 2025. 

2) Local Lodge sends essays to District Chair no later than 

January 31, 2026. 

3) District Chairman sends essays to State Chair no later than 

February 28, 2026. 

4) State Chair sends essays to Contest Administrator no later 

than March 31, 2026. 

The contest rules are: Eligible participants must be students 

enrolled in fifth, sixth, seventh, or eighth grade; essays must be 

no more than 300 words and typed or legibly printed in ink (by 

the entrant); essays must be submitted to the Lodge nearest the 

entrant’s address; the entrant must be identified by name, 

grade, school attending, and the sponsoring Elks Lodge on the 

essay itself; and the cover page provided on our website must 

be attached to the essay. 

This cover sheet will follow the essays through every level of 

judging. We also ask that Local Lodges scan the essays for use 

of AI (artificial intelligence) and if found, disqualify the essay. 

What are our judges looking for in their grading criteria? Here 

is a quick look at what’s important and how many points are 

awarded to each area: 

1) Originality: 30 points 

2) Development of theme: 40 points 

3) Mechanics and neatness: 30 points 

The contest has four divisions, one for each grade level. 

Winners in each division receive a plaque and a monetary 

prize, with first place winning $1,000, second place earning 

$500, and third place receiving $250. 

Publicize your contest via social media, newsletters, and email 

blasts as well as your local newspapers and radio stations. 

Prizes at the local level are also encouraged. 

National winners of first, second, and third place in each 

division will be announced in our spring newsletter and awards 

can be picked up at our Fraternal Committee Booth at our next 

Grand Lodge Session in Chicago on July 2, 2026. 

 

Submitted by Dave Waghorn PER - Americanism Chair 



 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Colonial District Basket Raffle 
Saturday, November 1, 2025  

Doors Open: 1:00 pm, Drawings Start: 3:00 pm 

Glens Falls Lodge No. 81 

For the Benefit of State Major Project 

 

Colonial District Ritual of Initiation 
Sunday, November 2, 2025 @ Noon 

Greenwich Lodge No. 2223 

 

District Deputy Don Roy’s Lodge Audit 
Saturday, November 8, 2025 @ 10:00 am 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Saturday, November 15, 2025  

5:00 pm Cocktails, 6:00 pm Dinner 

Sign Up Sheet Will Be Posted in the Lounge 

***Flag Retirement Ceremony @ 4:30 pm*** 

 

Veterans Stand-Down 
Sunday, November 16, 2025  9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Will Be At The Lodge This Year 

Includes Over 30 Providers and Exhibitors 

 

Decorating the Lodge for the Holidays 
Saturday, November 22, 2025 @ 10:00 am 

 

Hoop Shoot 
Saturday, December 6, 2025  11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Saratoga Springs Rec Center, 15 Vanderbilt Ave., Saratoga Springs 

 

Craft and Vendor Fair 
Saturday, December 6, 2025  10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Elks Memorial Service 
Sunday, December 7, 2025 @ 1:00 pm 

 

Children’s Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 from 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

Hoop Shoot Awards Ceremony 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 @ 7:00 pm 

 

Colonial District Hoop Shoot 
Sunday, January 4, 2026  Registration: 9:30 am, Start: 10:00 am 

Christopher Dailey Gym, Gavin Park Recreation Center, 10 Lewis Dr., Wilton 

 



 

   
November Birthdays  

1  Peter Neitzel 

2  Tom Curley 

3  Kendall Hicks 

4  Charles Finn 

5  Janice Brooks 

5  Joseph O’Brien 

5  Andrea Rollier-Fitzpatrick 

5  Peter Watson 

5  Gary Wilcox 

6  Christian Mathiesen 

8  Holly LaTorre 

8  Carol Rigano 

10 Michael Logan Morrow 

10 Erinn Perry 

11 Thomas Frost 

12 Richard Meyer 

12 Joanne Yepsen-Dittes 

13 Colin Hannon 

13 Paul Staulters 

14 William Arpei 

14 Michael DeLancey 

14 Mike O’Brien 

15 William Holman 

16 Sheila Holman 

17 Patricia Gussey 

17 Donald Morehouse 

17 John O’Connor 

19 Sharon Dominguez 

19 Frederick McNeary 

20 Manual Ballestero 

21 Thomas Connelly 

24 Walter Barss 

24 Josiah Jenks 

24 Charles Marsh 

26 Stuart Ginsburg 

26 Al Sommer 

28 Richard Barketr 

28 Ken Kohl 

28 David Morency 

29 Thomas Cunniff 

29 Krista Golden 

29 Gerard Ketcham 

30 William Chisham 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

On October 3rd, PER Dora Lee Stanley created an 

opportunity to explain our Lodge's 4th ENF Impact 

Renewal Grant with partner Wellspring to NYSEA 

State President John Lawless. Wellspring 

information was distributed. Pictured are PER Dora 

Lee, PSP Brian Greene, NYSEA President John 

Lawless, Maureen Hyatt, Haverstraw #877, PDD 

Jason Lloyd Greenwich #2223, Loyal Knight 

Miranda Loachamin, James Tierney Haverstraw 

#877 and PER Susan Waghorn Lodge ENF Chair. 

Also pictured are PER Gerry Conboy and Colonial 

District SVP Jill Lloyd. 
 

 

 

Newsletter Notice 

 

This will be the final newsletter until a new 
Newsletter Editor can be found. If you are 

interested, please contact Kathy Jackson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    
 

On October 26, members went to the Albany Stratton 

VA to deliver homemade quilts, serve ice cream and 

popcorn to inpatient veterans, their families and staff, 

Pictured are Kathy Eitzmann, PER Dora Lee, Loyal 

Knight Miranda Loachamin, and Robert Tuttle. 



Event or  
Committee 

Day Date Time # of 
people 
needed 

Details Contact 

Bingo Monday Every 
Monday 

5-7pm Min of 
15, 

optimum 
20+ 

sell tickets, food, etc. Roxane Major 

   7-9pm  Bingo callers, cleanup No need to sign up in 
advance. Just show up and 

ask for Roxane. 

Curb-Side Dinner Wednesday weekly 4-6pm 2 to 6 Help bag curb-side dinners  Volunteers may only be 
needed once or twice a 

month. If interested, see 
Patrick. 

Garage Sales Sunday 1x/month 
from Sept. 
thru May, 
2x in Nov. 

11am - 3pm 2-3, plus 
people 

to 
prepare 

food 

Room set up, food prep, food 
sales, clean up 

Debbie Ozolins 
deborahozolins@gmail.com 

 

Veterans Services 
Fisher House 

Breakfast Team 

weekdays 
as needed 

once or 
twice a 
month 

7am -10am 2-3 
people 
needed 
for each 

visit 

Prepare and serve breakfast for 
patients and their families who 
are staying at the Fisher House 

at the Stratton VA Hospital. 
We'd like 5 or 6 regular 

volunteers so we can rotate 
multiple teams. 

Ken Kohl 
518/596-0498 

Veterans Stand 
down 

Sunday Nov. 16 9am-1pm 10+ Lots of help is needed for set 
up, helping vets, and clean up 

ER Kathy 
kjax.elks161@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Monthly End of 
each 

month 

Varies 1 Collects information from 
leaders and arranges the 

newsletter for printing and 
internet. 

ER Kathy 
kjax.elks161@gmail.com 

Committee and event chairs: If you need volunteers or would like to post committee meeting times to this dashboard, contact 
ER Kathy at kjax.elks161@gmail.com 

       

 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

INCREASE IN PRICES NOVEMBER 15TH  

 

The Lodge’s beer, wine, liquor and soda prices will be adjusted to reflect the Lodge’s increase 

in cost of doing business. This increase will effect lounge prices and outside event prices. 
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