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4lks Care — 4lts Share

The Order of the Elks has designated
November as Veterans Remembrance
Month. Every Elk should know our solemn
pledge of “So long as there are veterans,
the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks will never forget them.”

Veterans are our heroes! Please find
a way to honor veterans in your Lodge
and in your community. Some ways to say
you care would be by hosting a veterans
dinner at your Local Lodge, distributing
care packages, and attending local events
that coincide with your community’s
recognition of veterans.

Our organization led the way in 1917 to
fund and later establish the first veterans’
hospital. Currently, we have more than 700

Members should honor, support veterans this month
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Elks assigned to more than 400 VA Medical
Centers, State Veterans Homes, clinics, and
housing facilities across the country.

Our volunteers visit these facilities 2.5
times per month on average and provide
entertainment such as bingo, art classes,
and dinners. They also donate hygiene items

and clothing, each making sure that the
veterans are a priority.

The Order is committed to ending
veterans homelessness. One way is by
supplying Welcome Home Kits to newly
housed veterans. This past year there
were 4,252 kits distributed. The kits could
include a bed, dishes, small furniture, and
appliances like a microwave and coffee
maker.

Another way is our partnership with
VA social workers, who provided us with
the names of 558 veterans who needed
emergency financial assistance to become
ot remain housed. The average amount of

Please see GER, Page 2

Perpetual care for
our Elks Memorial

Originally dedicated in 1926 to the memory
of the fallen Elks of World War I, the Veterans
Memorial Building in Chicago is in the hearts
of all Elks. Of magnificent construction, the
Memorial is a breathtaking structure repre-
senting the values Elks cherish.

Through the years, the Memorial has
been rededicated to honor the memory of
American veterans who
have died for our great
nation, and it has been
further dedicated to
honor those who will
fight in all future conflicts. Our duty is to
ensure this Memorial remains an extraordi-
nary symbol of the bravery and patriotism
of these veterans.

Plan now to visit the Memorial next July
while attending our National Convention as
we celebrate the Memorial’s 100th anniversary.
Of particular interest will be the contents of
the time capsule buried in its cornerstone on
display for all to see.

Please see MEMORIAL, Page 3
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GRAND LODGE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Antlers programs
By MAC KIDD

Committee Member

Does your Lodge have an Antlers Pro-
gram? If not, young adults are missing a
great opportunity to become a part of your
Lodge and our great Order. 1 believe that
membership is the lifeblood of our Order,
and the Antlers Program is a great way to
introduce youth to the Elks and the great
work that we do.

What is an Antlers Lodge?

Antlers is a youth program of the Elks. It
promotes support for our youth, veterans,
and our communities, while also practicing
the principle of charity. It teaches our young
people about patriotism, respect, love of
home, good citizenship, community service,
and how to run their own organization.

What do Antlers do?

The Antlers Program offers many oppor-
tunities to be involved in the charitable
works and the community activities of the
Lodge. Antlers from across the country have
assisted with hosting Christmas parties for

can inspire youth

underprivileged children, collecting dona-
tions for local food banks and winter cloth-
ing drives, and creating projects to honor
local veterans and first responders, just to
mention a few.

How do Lodges start Antlers programs?

Visit the Activities Committee section
of elks.org and download the information
found there. You willneed a minimum of five
Members to serve on the advisory council that
will work directly with the Antlers members.
PERs are a good option for this. Your Lodge
will need to approve the program since it will
be ongoing from year to year.

To establish your Antlers Lodge, you will
need a minimum of fifteen young adults
between ages 12 and 20. Your Lodge advi-
sory council must review and understand
the Antlers rules and regulations as well as
the Elks Youth Protection Guidelines before
engaging with the youth.

Once you have enough Antlers members
ready to be initiated into the Lodge, the

Please see ANTLERS, Page 2
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G/L PR AND MEMBERSHIP
MARKETING GOMMITTEE

Elks work toward

membership growth
By RICK GATHEN

Membership Marketing Director

Over the past four years, the Elks have
achieved something remarkable—a net
membership gain of more than 62,000
Members. Together, under the rallying cry
“Soar with Four,” we reversed decades of
decline and proved that growth is possible.

But this success is about more
than numbers. Every new Member
has amplified our charitable reach,
helping drive more than $520 million in
reported community impact—uplifting
veterans, supporting youth, strengthening
communities, and building Lodges that
feel like home.

Now, we’re raising the bar with our new
campaign: Thrive with Five. The goal
is bold yet simple—five straight years of
membership growth, fueled by purpose
and service. To get there, we must stay
focused on the fundamentals:

* Schedule your Initiations early and
often to welcome candidates.

* Reduce delinquency by engaging
Members and encouraging renewals.

* Establish an active, working
Membership Committee in every Lodge.

When we perform the basics well, we
grow stronger. Every new and renewed
Member strengthens our ability to serve.
We’ve shown we can soar. Now, together,
we will thrive.

VETERANS From Page 4

In every state of the union, in thousands
of communities across the nation, Elks give
their time, energy, and resources to serve
local veterans and military membersin need.
Last year alone, the value of Elks’ time and
support for veterans exceeded $56 million.

We can make an even bigger impact
next year, with more volunteers and more
community support. To get started, all you
have to do is ask.

Americanism Essay Contest
theme, deadlines announced

By MARK EATON

Committee Member

The Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee
selected “What Does Service to Your Country Mean
to You?” as the theme for our Americanism
Essay Contest this year.

Last year, more than 40,000 essays were
submitted. That means a minimum of 40,000
families discussed Americanism and what it
means to be an American. Students, teachers,
parents, brothers, and sisters talked about the
values that go along with beinga citizen. I can’t
think of abetter way to promote Americanism
to young people and refresh it in everyone’s
minds than to participate in this program.

Lodges should make sure information
submitted is complete and legible starting
with phone numbers, emails, and addresses.
In addition, we ask each Lodge to send the
total number of essays they judged to the
district or state chair so we have a record of
participation. The state chair will then report
their total to the Grand Lodge administrator.

Keep in mind that you should send your
essay to the Lodge nearest your home, and
only to one Lodgel!

Eachlevel of judging will send the top three
in each division to be judged on the nextlevel.
The deadlines for each level of judging are:

1) Students send essays to Local Lodge no
later than December 15, 2025.

2) Local Lodge sends essays to District
Chair no later than January 31, 2026.

3) District Chairman sends essays to State
Chair no later than February 28, 2026.

4) State Chair sends essays to Contest
Administrator no later than March 31, 2026.

The contest rules are: Eligible participants
must be students enrolled in fifth, sixth, sev-
enth, or eighth grade; essays must be no more
than 300 words and typed or legibly printed in
ink (by the entrant); essays must be submitted
to the Lodge nearest the entrant’s address; the
entrant must be identified by name, grade,
school attending, and the sponsoring Elks
Lodge on the essay itself; and the cover page
provided on our website must be attached
to the essay.

This cover sheet will follow the essays
through every level of judging. We also ask
that Local Lodges scan the essays for use
of Al (artificial intelligence) and if found,
disqualify the essay.

What are our judges looking for in their
grading criteria? Here is a quick look at what’s
important and how many points are awarded
to each area:

1) Originality: 30 points

2) Development of theme: 40 points

3) Mechanics and neatness: 30 points

The contest has four divisions, one for each
gradelevel. Winners in each division receive a
plaque and a monetary prize, with first place
winning $1,000, second place earning $500,
and third place receiving $250.

Publicize your contest via social media,
newsletters, and email blasts as well as your
local newspapers and radio stations. Prizes at
the local level are also encouraged.

National winners of first, second, and third
place in each division will be announced in our
spring newsletter and awards can be picked
up at our Praternal Committee Booth at our
next Grand Lodge Session in Chicago on July
2, 2020.

G ER From Page 1

assistance was $1,659.

As a follow-up to last month, make sure
yourlocal schools received information for the
Americanism Essay Contest. Essays should
be submitted for judging by December 15.

November also marks the need for us to

be active citizens by voting in the election.
Election Day is always held on the first
Tuesday of November.

In closing, Sue and I wish you and your
family a bountiful and relaxing Thanksgiving,
always keeping in mind that you can Be The
Difference by promoting “Elks Care—Elks
Share.”

ANTLERS From Page 1

advisory council should request the Grand
Secretary’s office toissue a charter to officially
institute your Antlers Lodge. Don’t forget to

order your Antlers membership cards!

In the past three years, 33 Antlers Lodges
have had a charter issued or reinstated. We
are proud of these Lodges and the work they
are doing in their communities, but there is

much work left to do to involve the youth of
America with our great Order.

You will never regret the time invested in
our younger generations, our future Members,
and our future leaders!
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hold events for our veterans should also
fill out a report and file it with your State
Secretary. We should all be immensely
proud to Be The Difference as we continue
to be true to our pledge.

Please follow up all this volunteerism
with timely and accurate reporting! Let’s
work together to reach our goal of $600
million in charitable reporting]

While performing our best work as Flks,
let us be reminded of the other aspect of
the Government Relations Committee,
which is building a strong rapport with our
community leaders and state legislators.

We should be inviting them to all these
special events being held in our Lodges.
During their visits to our Lodges, take this
opportunity to share with them everything
that our Members are doing for our veterans
and the communities around us!

It is vital that we continue to build
strong relationships with our local and
state lawmakers so that they have a better
understanding of the importance of our
status as a 501(c)(8) fraternal organization.
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Your support of this timeless treasure
enables us to care for and protect this
historical tribute to our veterans.

Visitelks.organd click on Elks National
Memorial under our programs. Take a vir-
tual tour, read about the history, plan your
visit, and make an online donation today.

MEMORIAL ANNIVERSARY

The Elks National Memorial will celebrate
its 100th anniversary during the 2026 Elks
National Convention in Chicago. To stay
updated on the celebration and other
events at the Memorial, visit:

elks.org/memorial /Anniversary.cfm

Impact Grant turns houses into homes
\

r

By PATRICK ROELOFS

ENF Communications Coordinator

Veterans are the backbone of this country.
Members of the military puttheirlives onhold
and risk everything to ensure that Americans
can remain safe, secure, and free. However,
when they return home, they don’t always get
the support they deserve.

Chattanooga, TN Lodge No. 91 is working
to address this issue.

Usingan Impact Grantworth up to $10,000
from the ENF’s Community Investments Pro-
gram, the Chattanooga Lodge makes minor
home improvements for local veterans, free
of charge. The Home Sweet Home Impact
Grant project has been making a difference
in the community for five years.

“The veterans who have benefitted from
Home Sweet Home are frequently living in
unsafe conditions,” said Grants Coordinator
Elizabeth McWilliams. ““They have nowhere
to turn for assistance with home repairs except
our Lodge. The work our Elk volunteers
have done in these homes has tremendously
improved the lives of our valued veterans.”

This year, approximately 35 Lodge Members
are taking partin the project, traveling up to 50
miles away to serve the greater Chattanooga
area. Projects haveincluded building new decks,
replacing windows and doors, fixing electrical
issues, and even treating for roaches.

Elks

National
Foundation, Inc.

“We work with community partners and
other volunteers from the area, but the Elks
take the lead on all home improvement proj-
ects,” McWilliams said.

The Chattanooga Lodge has strict require-
ments to ensure that they are serving the
veterans who are most in need. The veterans
must show their income, prove that they own
the house, and show proof of being honor-
ably discharged. Once the approval process
is complete, the Lodge Members are ready
to jump into action.

“It is our goal to help as many local veter-
ans as possible,” McWilliams said. “It’s just
one way we can give back to those who have
given so much for our freedom.”

If Members of your Lodge are ready to
jump into action too, apply for CIP grants!
With Beacon, Spotlight, and Gratitude
Grants, Lodges can receive up to $11,000
to prevent veteran homelessness, help fight
hunger, or address other specific needs of
the community. Applications close January
21, 2026—don’t delay!

DAC has much to be thankful for this year

By WILLIAM J. BRYAN

National Director

We have much to be thankful for this
November. As the National Director of the
Elks Drug Awareness Commission, I am
thankful for the many hardworking Elks who
have donated thousands of hours toward
educating our youth and strengthening our
communities.

As the largest all-volunteer substance
abuse and educational programin the nation,
I must thank you all for the wonderful work
you have done.

November is a busy month for us.
The American Cancer Society’s Great
American Smokeout is the third Thursday
in November. The annual event is an
opportunity for people to join others in
quitting their tobacco habits—including
cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, and now
vaping—for more than 40 years. While
tobacco is a legal substance, the DAP

continues to educate children of the
potential dangers caused from smoking.

November is also the time that Lodges
are wrapping up their nominations for the
prestigious Enrique S. Camarena Award. This
award honoringindividualsinlaw enforcement
is the top award given every year. It recognizes
that one person can make a difference.

If you have an idea that you would like
to propose for your Lodge to help educate
youth in recognizing the dangers presented
by illicit drug use, please reach out to your
State Drug Awareness Chair.

Again, I wish I could reach out to each and
every one of you and thank you for what we
have done and what we will do. The great
news is that usage among our young adults
has decreased. I cannot help but believe in
some small way the Elks Drug Awareness
Commission has played a role.

Thank you all and have a wonderful
Thanksgiving,
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Veterans Remembrance Month an opportunity for support

By MARY K. MORGAN

Commission Director

For the Elks, all of November is a time to
celebrate and serve our nation’s veterans. This
Veterans Remembrance Month, remember
that actions speak louder than words.

November is a great time not just to pro-
mote the incredible work Elks do for veterans,
but to recruit the community to join in and
support the Americans who served in the
United States military. Many people want
to help, but don’t know where to begin. An
invitation from your Lodge could be just the
spark they need.

Elks Voluntary Service Representatives

volunteeratmore than four hundred veterans’
facilities each month, ensuring veterans have
access to the care they need. From
hosting bingo games to providing &
warm cgloth;gs argld servingpholiday S
meals, veterans know they can
count on the Elks to remember
them.

You can expand the circle
of support for these veterans by 3
inviting scout groups to write cards,
asking a local chef to donate a meal, or
having a local musician put on a show.

For many veterans, losing their housing
is devastating. Knowing the Elks are there
for them as they get back on their feet and
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regain their housing offers hope and con-
nection. This month, rally the community to
join in your Lodge’s work. Everyone
v, remembers setting up their first
home and having to buy dishes,
sheets, and a bed.
Thismonthisalsoagreat time
to spread the word! Whether it’s
supporting veterans at adaptive
sports events, volunteering at the
VA, or even just donating supplies,
everyone can play a part in building a
robust network of support for those who
answered the call to serve this nation.

Please see VETERANS, Page 2
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Living up to our 1946 pledge gives us plenty to report

By ROBERT WAMBACH

Committee Chair

“So long as there are wveterans, the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
will never forget them.”

The year 1946 marked the beginning of the
Elks National Veterans Service Commission,
which solidified a formal commitment to
serving our veterans. As Elks, we know
that November is designated as Veterans
Remembrance Month. During this month, our
Lodges will be performing many charitable
deeds to honor our heroes, and this will

provide us with the opportunity to have so
much to be included in our charity reporting.

Please be sure that we are reporting
properly on all this magnificent work
including dinners, cookouts, bingos, and
special events honoring our veterans. We
also need to report on clothing and other
types of collection drives where these items
are then donated to our veterans.

Please keep in mind that the cost of the
dinners provided and the cash value of all
items collected should be reported under
the non-cash column.

The only time that there should be entries

made under the cash column is when an
actual cash donation is made to a veterans
facility or group.

Let us be cognizant of all the miles and
volunteer hours that are associated with all
these activities that are taking place. Those
who are responsible for running each event
should be tracking all this information and
filling outa charity reportas soon as possible
after the event and filing it with the Lodge
Secretary.

Those in the State Association who also

Please sce GOVERNMENT, Page 3




