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Zoom meetings Tuesday: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82440741036
Fried Chicken Drive Thru: Sunday 6/7 - 5 -7pm
Blood Drive: Monday 6/15 - 2 - 8pm
Flag Day Presentation: Tuesday 6/16 - 7:30pm Regular Mtg

Exalted Ruler: Diane Phillips
Greetings Fellow Elks & Ladies of the Elks,
I trust you are all staying safe and are healthy in this unprecedented time of the pandemic. We
are all anxiously awaiting the time when we will be able to reopen our beloved Lodge. When
we do reopen, it will be a new normal for a while. Social distancing will have to be taken into
consideration as well as encouraging the use of hand sanitizer and hand washing. We
understand that many of you are eager for the Lodge to reopen especially since the City and
County of Los Angeles are easing restrictions and reopening restaurants. Bars, however are yet
to get the green light to reopen. We also understand that there are some who may not feel safe
when we are ready to reopen.
The Officers have been busy during the Lodge closure by having much needed improvements done including painting,
cleaning and repairs. We are having our sign on the front of the Lodge refurbished so it will be clear and visible for all to
see driving up and down Manchester. Special thanks to the generous donation from our long time member, Joe Namnam,
to the building fund and our general account. Although we have been receiving dues payments, there are many who have
not paid their dues. If you are having trouble paying your dues because of the pandemic, please let us know. Remember
that if you have not paid your dues and we reopen, you will not be considered a member in good standing which will
prevent you from utilizing the Lodge.
Currently we are continuing to have our weekly Lodge Meetings via Zoom. If you need the link for the weekly Zoom Lodge
meeting, please contact the Lodge office and the link will be emailed to you (It's also on the front cover). Updates to our
calendar and when will be able to reopen will be sent out to all members via email. We are having a drive thru fried
chicken dinner fundraiser to take place on June 7, 2020. The flyer for this event is in this issue of the Whisperer. Lastly,
Grand Lodge have cancelled the Elks National Convention that had been scheduled in July in Baltimore.
Fraternally yours,
Diane Phillips, Exalted Ruler

Westchester donates $3k to SPY (Safe Place for
Youth) to help mitigate the impacts of COVID-19
on our cities homeless and at-risk youth. Way to
go, Grant Chairperson Fiona Engler!

Sean Williams as photog

Westchester wins the President’s Achievement Award! It is
given to the Lodge that best represents the spirit of our Order by
demonstrating
dedication to the programs and activities we hold
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Leading Knight: Dave Hessler
Charity is the emblem of the Station of the Leading Knight. Now, more than ever, Elks will
be called upon to help our community. We have recently had an incredibly generous
donation from one of our members, which will allow our Lodge to continue to function and
significantly improve inside and out.
We're looking forward to the easing of restrictions, when we can hold in-person events as
soon as we are permitted. In the meantime we will be hosting drive thru parking lot
dinners to raise additional funds. Check your Whisper, emails, Facebook and our website
calendar for updated details. www.westchesterelks.com
Of course, we remain committed to our regular charities, the Veterans and Safe Place for Youth. The only donations we
can accept are monetary donations at this time.
Lastly, keep checking-in on your neighbors, friends, and family. Little acts of kindness matter. #KindnessVirus
Stay happy, healthy, and sane.
Your Leading Knight,
David Hessler

Elks Do Good Deeds In Our Community
Tom Mescher, PER, donates to help feed our First Responders
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Loyal Knight: Dale Thompson
Hello Fellow Members,
As I began to draft my second letter as your Loyal Knight, my thoughts drove me to write a
few thoughts I had about each of our volunteering members. So, what is an Elk
Volunteer? He or she is a normal person who has a remarkable heart. This amazing heart
produces the need for them to provide aid to others in multiple ways. They may just reach
out by listening with compassion to the challenges others are facing. They may teach or
inspire to help other members of our community grow and learn the importance of Charity by their actions. The
significance of their work will have a positive affect on many people. Their payment in full, is that unique feeling of
inner joy when their tireless work produces a smile or simple hug. Time and time again, with each of their charitable
actions, they demonstrate the power of love to the lives of others. Our Elkdom volunteers are just incredibly special
individuals, who together or individually, reach out to make a difference in our community. I truly hope that each of
them know that difference they make will last a lifetime in the memory of many they have helped.
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continues to raise incredible challenges for our community and nation, I
hope each of you are continuing to take the necessary steps to protect yourselves. I look forward to seeing each of
you when our Lodge is back open or at a special event.

Fraternally Yours,
Dale Thompson

Westchester Wins CHEA’s
Best Newsletter! Way to go Tracy!

There are more than 1900 Elks Lodges
across the country with a total membership
nearing 800,000. The BPOE has donated
more than $14 billion since we first started
152 years ago.

The Whisper has hired a new staff member!
Please welcome, “Scoop”
aka Deven Parmar, PER to our staff!

Lecturing Knight: Sylvia Thoma
My Fellow Elks,
The officer articles usually update members on events and activities of the Lodge and
exciting things that are upcoming, but during this Covid-19 pandemic we’ve been
unable to have events or even plan events, so I struggled with what to share.
As the station dedicated to Brotherly Love, I thought I’d share a personal story related
to the wonderful, selfless and creative acts of kindness during this time. From making
masks for friends and neighbors (I was the recipient of a fun cat mask from a neighbor),
to grocery shopping for those who are at high risk or can’t go on their own, to supporting local restaurants by donating food
to those on the front lines or just ordering food for yourself, to many other acts.
A personal story that touched my heart was when a good friend of mine told me about a friend who is a nurse in New York
City and was working endless hours in the hospital with Covid-19 patients. After another long and endless day at the
hospital, the nurse came home to find that her washing machine was broken. Hearing this, my friend didn’t think
twice. She went online to order a washer, ensuring it could be safely delivered and installed. Knowing that was the last
thing her friend had time or energy to deal with, also knowing how important it is to stay clean, she found her way to help
while staying safe in the comfort of her own home. I know there are so many more stories like that, but it’s especially
meaningful when it’s someone that you associate with and call a friend.
This pandemic has changed our lives in ways we would never have imagined; and, even through the bad times, we see how
truly caring and wonderful our neighbors are, exemplifying the true meaning of Brotherly Love. Stay safe, healthy, and I
look forward to when we can all meet in the lodge again.

Sincerely,
Sylvia Thoma
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ELKS IN THE COMMUNITY
Thank you for your purple pig donations:
Michael Rachford
Kathy Grant
Lady Elks for their generous donation of $5,000 to the purple pig!

Member Kim Irby has been
making masks for the elderly,
nurses, military and those
who cannot afford
them. She's currently sending
them to the Navy, USS Nimitz.

Member Dixie Sanchez
making masks to donate
at the Blood Drive.
Lisa Schwab gets acknowledged by
Councilmember Mike Bonin for her
contributions to the community.

Joe Namnam, PDDGER
Thank you for your years of service and continued support!
Joe Namnam is one of our longest members initiated into the Inglewood Lodge in
1953. He was Exalted Ruler in '69-70. He came to Westchester when the Lodges
merged in 1983.
Joe is of Lebanese decent and was born in downtown Los Angeles Jan 28, 1928. He
earned money shining shoes as a kid during the Depression. He was set to enlist
during WW2 when he turned 18, but the war ended before he could. He was married
to Rose Marie for over 60 years before her passing several years ago. They had one
son, Vincent. An upholsterer by trade (his benches are still in the Lodge Room), he
later owned thoroughbreds and harness race horses. "Syncopation" was his big
winner. (see photo in men's restroom!)
At the Lodge, he served as the state Major Project chairman and organized fundraiser
trips to China and Spain and other locations. He became District Deputy Grand
Exalted Ruler in '97-98 and has led and participated in countless events through the
years..
Joe currently resides in Playa Del Rey with his dog Heidi. He enjoys cooking,
watching old movies and the nesting mourning doves on his patio. He's always there
to lend a hand to our Elk members.

From the LOE President: Luann Casillas
Greetings Ladies and Fellow Elks,
A big hello to you all! I am sure I speak for all of us when I say, “We absolutely miss meeting
at our Lodge.” As we are all dealing with changes in our daily routines, we are becoming
accustomed to schedule and plan changes. That being said, the BIG news is that we will be canceling
our Fashion Show until 2021.
Community News:
The Westchester/Playa del Rey/ Hometown News and Wam block party hosted a Community
Chalk Art Contest. The winner won an extension class from OTIS College. Our very own Kerry Sprick’s
daughter Katie, was the BIG WINNER! Congratulations Katie Sprick!

LADY ELKS MEETINGS
July 1st LOE BOD-6:30pm
July 6th LOE Mtg- 630pm

There is a Senior Support Coalition:
If anyone or anyone you know is in need of something, Westside Pacific Villages is here to help. From no cost meal deliveries to
grocery runs & essential errands. You can reach them at (310) 695-7030 or email: wpvcares@thewpv.org. You are also welcome
to call on any of us for help with errands etc.
Creative Celebrations and Social Distancing Visits:
So many celebrations had to be canceled or adjusted to conform with ‘Safer at Home’. It’s been great to stay connected via
Facebook or Instagram with everyone's creative social visits. From parking lot birthday deliveries, to front lawn happy hours and
hello’s from car-to-car. Being able to say hello to members at the Blood drive in April was a treat.
It is said that maintaining ones sanity means adjusting to different lifestyles than we are accustomed to. It’s crucial to create new
routines and structure yourself. Some ideas:
*Have a daily routine
*Take breaks from technology
*Take breaks from social media
*Breath & stretch
*Meditate
*Eat healthy & maintain good sleep
*Connect with others
Member News:
If you haven't as of yet, it’s time to get your dues in.
If you see a Unicorn walking around Westchester and Playa del Rey, give a shout out. That Unicorn bringing smiles to everyone’s
face, is none other than our member Julie Rice, incoming Trustee.
We had delayed our incoming new officers awaiting the ending of ‘Safer at Home’ until July 1. Again, because of the extension we
will be looking to have our installation via ZOOM as our Elks did. Details coming. Continue staying healthy and we are all here for
each other so don’t hesitate to reach out.
Best Wishes,
Lu, LWE President
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Check out our FB page!
facebook.com/ladiesofthewestchesterelks/

DDGER, Kathy Grant, joins the Santa Monica Elks and our Grand
Exalted Ruler, Bob Duitsman to deliver lunch for the Veterans at the
WLA Hospital provided by an Impact Grant.

Playa Pharmacy
8131 W. Manchester Ave
playapharmacy.com

Playa Pharmacy has been a pharmacy for over half a century and was revamped in April 2009 with new ownership by long time
community members, Joe and May Chehade.
Before opening Playa Pharmacy, Joe has managed chain pharmacies for two decades and always thought that healthcare could
be more personalized and wanted to provide this service in the community where he lived. May had extensive passion,
knowledge and experience within herbs & supplements so it only made sense to join forces.
They have given annual donations to support our Car Show and various events, simply to support the Elks and our
endeavors. He is a member of the Rotary Club and understands the importance of "service above self." Joe says, "Our
community members are our extended family. The care that we strive to provide is that of a family member: honest and
helpful. From the start we wanted our business to be individual-focused where the customer’s health and happiness is the
point of focus."
Joe’s advice during Covid-19 besides washing hands: Take a lot of Vitamin C & D and avoid eating processed foods.
Joe’s motto: Come see for yourself, you will be treated like family. If we take care of our customers, then the business will
take care of itself.
Joe’s message to the Elks: Nothing is small if it’s done out of love so keep up the good work, Elks.

Big thanks to Joe, May and Playa Pharmacy for your generous community support!

Happy Belated Birthday
Larry Diver!

Scott Eubanks & parrot,
Jake on an Elks Zoom Mtg.

We miss you Bill, Tara,
Todd & Derek!

Mother's Day with Barbara Taylor
and her son, Trevor
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2019-2020
AWARDS
Citizen of the Year:
Chad Cole
Officer of the Year:
Diane Phillips
Elk of the Year:
Willie Phillips

Landon A Strattan
Attorney at Law

Due to the current situation, we are no
longer able to accept donations other
than monetary ones. For Vets or SPY
items, please contact ER Diane:
catalina581958@yahoo.com

WILLS, TRUSTS & CONTRACTS
O: 562-259-7265 C: 562-409-4781

lanstrattan21@gmail.com

Ladies
3
4
8
12
18
20
21

JUNE
JERRI HOAG
PAT SALCEDO
KERRY SPRICK
LORI McCONNAHA
CLARE KANVEC
JEANEEN FABBRO
RAEDEAN KIESZ

15
21
23
26
30

JULY
GWEN VUCHSAS
KELLY HAYES
MARY MEILY
RAMONA DAVIS
STEPHAINE RONDEAU
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DONATE BLOOD FOR CEDARS-SINAI AT OUR LODGE
JUNE 15TH 2p-8p
Remember, you can only donate every other month.

Thank you Sean Williams, PER, for all of
your hard work on the blood drives. 90
turned out for the April drive and 45 for
the May drive..

Grand Exalted Ruler and First Lady,
Bob and Beth Duitsman donate.

We're gearing up for our re-opening with Lodge Improvements!

New bottoms on chairs to prevent scuffing.

Cheeseberger, PER welding a broken railing.

Painting Lodge interior and exterior by Jesus.

Card room and office cleanup.

Coming Soon
Coming this week: New front lighted sign!
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Replacement of broken divider in
Lounge/Del Rey Room.

Leonard R. Bush cabinet polished & cleaned. All carpets steam cleaned and disinfected. Floors power washed.
Work by: In Touch Carpet Care (661) 878-9000

Restroom tile counter tops redone.
Work by Matt O’Neal of Eternity Tile (424) 269-0740

Kitchen re-organized and cleaned out.

Old items discarded.
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Garden clean up on patio and
new plants under the flag pole.

20
21
22
22
22
23
26

June
Jack
Sylvia
Libby
Patricia
Robert
Robert
Kylie
Kerry
Ralph
Dolly
Michael
Brendan
Aurora
Debra
John
William
David
Kenney
David
Landon
Joseph
Dale
Brian
Geri
Raj

26
27
27
29
30
30

C. Wayne Salkoski
William Ballerini
Jack
Topal
Danny Alvarez
Jerry
Casillas
Robert Moffatt

1
2
3
4
5
5
7
8
9
9
10
13
15
16
17
19
19

Flag Day Presentation

Due to Covid-19, the Lodge will not be
having their annual 4th of July BBQ

2
3
3
3
4
5
8
9
10
10
14
15
15
15
17
19
20
21
22
24
29

Ruebensaal
Thoma
DuBay
Salcedo
Leatham
McConville
Richmond
Sprick
Franklin
Frye-Molina
Shannon
O'Donoghue
Pina
Loss
Hladek
DeVoe
Sapp
Comer
Strattan
Davis
Edwards
Keltie
Morris
Makwana

July
Ross
Moen
Christina Davis
Denine Gentilella
Leo
Sanchez
Kathryn Aden
Lucy
Han
Eric
Waizenegger
Natasha Brunk
Phillip Adams
John
Gerez
Wesley Gober
Roger Featherston
Michael Koss
Keith
Terlouw
Steven Bagnara
David Hessler
Michael Rachford
Kelly
Hayes
Cheri
Bromberger
Thomas Mescher
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James Engeseth

WESTCHESTER ELKS Lodge 2050
2020-2021 OFFICERS
Exalted Ruler: Diane Phillips
Leading Knight: Dave Hessler – Loyal Knight: Dale Thompson– Lecturing Knight: Sylvia Thoma
Secretary………Patricia Crockett, PER
Treasurer……...Tracy Bagdon
Trustee 5 Year....Lan Strattan, PSVP
Trustee 4 Year… Craig Bromberger, PER
Trustee 3 Year… Deb Loss
Trustee 2 Year….Sharon Heyman
Trustee 1 Year….Tasha Brunk

Esquire…….Sean Williams, PER
Tiler……….Martin Trouillon
Chaplain.......Tania Morin
Inner Guard..Barbara Taylor
Organist……Taylor Barton

Asst Esquire
Asst. Chaplain
Asst. Inner Guard….Ken Dufva
Officer at Large. …..Dan Baccelliere, PPDGER
Alternate Delegate...Serina Tremayne, PER

PAST EXALTED RULERS
*1957-1958 Ray D. Conover
*1958-1959 Charles W. Pearson
*19591960 Cyril F. Van Loozen
*1960-1961 Ed. D. Ryan
*1961-1962 Jan Van Eyk
*1962-1963 John Mijal
*1963-1964 John Mijal
*1964-1965 Roger Harmon
*1965-1966 Wayne Conover
*1966-1967 Paul Cornmesser
*1967-1968 Joseph Walsh
*1968-1969 Dick Birch
*1969-1970 Joseph Rollins
*1970-1971 Stan Oczachowski
*1971-1972 Ernest Sweeney
*1972-1973 Bill McKindley
*1973-1974 Bill Robertson
*1974-1975 Wayne Garrison
*1974-1975 Wayne Garrison
*1975-1976 Joseph Hoover
*1976-1977 Joseph Sachen
*1977-1978 John McGah

*1978-1979 Fred Lucas
*1979-1980 Bill Graham
*1980-1981 James Lynch
*1981-1982 Glenn Viles
1982-1983 Thomas Mescher
1983-1984 Steve Johnson
*1984-1985 Dean Culshaw
*1985-1986 Kurt Jena
*1986-1987 Frank Rogers
*1987-1988 William Crowther
*1988-1989 Vernon E. Tinsley
1989-1990 Thomas P. Russo
1990-1991 David G. Turnbull
1991-1992 James C. Betz
*1992-1993 Walter J. Diver
*1993-1994 George C. Vernon, Sr.
1994-1995 Richard G. Page
1995-1996 Oleg Krotenko
1996-1997 Landon A. Strattan
1997-1998 Ronald Lee Buress
*1998-1999 George C. Vernon, Sr., PER

1999-2000 Ross Moen
2000-2001 David G. Turnbull, PER
2001-2002 Landon A. Strattan, PER
2002-2003 Mechie Nunez-Meents
2003-2004 Jana Markum
2004-2005 Stan Clark
*2005-2006 Philip Parlett
2006-2007 Lee Ezzes
2007-2008 Dan Baccelliere
2008-2009 Bobbette Williams
2009-2010 Dan Baccelliere
2010-2011 Patty Crockett
2011-2012 Sherri Dunlap
2012-2013 Deven Parmar
2013-2014 Kathy Grant
2014-2015 Craig Bromberger
2015-2016 Craig Bromberger
2016-2017 Kathy Grant
2017-2018 Sean Williams
2018-2019 Rob Sitter
2019-2020 Serina Tremayne

** By Merger with
Inglewood Lodge 1492
April 4, 1983
*R. Leonard Bush
Barney Pelant
Joe Namnam
*Robert McCormick
*John Campbell
Clyde Miera
*B.S. Gallamore
*Ralph Phillips
*Frank Rocco
Ron Alexander
By Afflilation:
*Harold McClintock
*Joseph Minnillo
Roger Hoeman
John Nasby
Raedean Kiesz

ELK OF THE YEAR ROSTER
1962-63 Henry Raves*
1963-64 George Johnson*
1967-68 H.Boege*/C.Haluck*
1968-69 Don Howarth*
1969-70 Steve Kardos*
1972-73 Joe Sachen*
1973-74 Stan Swiatlowski*
1974-75 Harry McIlvain*
1976-77 Herb Jones*
1977-78 Stan Wasechka*

1978-79 Leon LaBrie*
1980-81 Jim Storey
1981-82 Samuel Roberts
1982-83 Chuck Quesnel*
1983-84 Norman Kail*
1984-85 Jim Lynch*
1985-86 Jack Madigan*
1986-87 Joe Houlihan*
1987-88 Ed Knudsen
1988-89 Bill Frye*

1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99

Paul Freedman
Herb Eilertsen*
Curt Curtiss*
Norman Kail*
Tom Dragoun*
Bill Cedel*
Lee Ezzes
Bud Fournier*
James Beeler
Tim Walsh

2000-01 Ken Barger*
2001-02 George Vernon Sr.*
2002-03 Albert Burke*
2003-04 Fred Handley*
2004-05 Al Torres*
2005-06 Judith Ciancimino
2006-07 Joe Apodaca
2007-08 Al Torres*
2008-09 Roger Lewis
2009-10 Vernon Tinsley*

2010-11 Dan Baccelliere
2011-12 Tracy Bagdon
2012-13 Sherri Muro
2013-14 Mark Meyer
2014-15 Kathy Grant
2015-16 Kena Liggins
2016-17 Tony Pacheco
2017-18 Jeff JR Coulter
2018-19 Betty Ford
2019-2020 Willie Phillips
*Deceased

Westchester Lodge 2050
8025 W. Manchester Ave.
Playa Del Rey, CA 90293
Phone: 310-821-3005

CHECK OUR WEBSITE AND
FACEBOOK PAGE:
www.westchesterelks.com
www.facebook.com/westchester.elks

ELKS EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Westchester.elks@gmail.com for Mimi in the office.
Elks2050@gmail.com for Whisper Submissions and general info and happenings.
Next Whisper Deadline is July 15, 2020.
Westchesterelksmembership@gmail.com (Barbara) for membership, to join or Chair a Committee or
help with activities.
WestchesterElksRSVP@gmail.com to RSVP for a dinner or event.
Derek.elks2050@gmail.com (Derek) for hall rental and bar questions.

DUES ARE DUE. PLEASE GET THEM IN.
We need your support now more than ever!
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