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EXALTED RULER MESSAGE 

     As we welcome 
December, we step 

into a season filled 

with warmth, 
reflection, and the true 

spirit of Christmas. It’s 
a time when goodwill, 

generosity, and love 
feel a little stronger, 

inspiring us to be more compassionate 

and caring toward one another. This 
season encourages acts of service, 

moments of selflessness, and the simple 
joy of spending time with family and 

friends. It reminds us why we do what we 

do — not just as Elks, but as human 
beings who care deeply about our 

community. 
     But this year, nothing inspires me 

more than my mom and dad. 
     When I became Exalted Ruler, I’m not 

sure they realized that meant they were 

getting the call too — every event, every 
moment, every responsibility. And like 

they always have, they stepped in without 
hesitation. That’s who they are. Their kindness, their generosity, their willingness to give 

without expecting anything in return… it’s something truly special. They give so much — not 

just to the Elks, but to our community, to people who need a hand, and to anyone blessed 
enough to know them. 

     They have supported everything I have ever done, often quietly, always wholeheartedly. 
Every value I carry — service, compassion, hard work, loyalty — I owe to them. They taught 

me what it means to show up for others, to stand tall, and to lead with a kind heart. 

     I’ll admit, sometimes I take it for granted. Sometimes life moves so fast that I don’t say it 
enough. But the truth is, everything I am today is because of them. Their love, their 

guidance, their unwavering belief in me… it has shaped every part of my life. 
      I don’t just have good parents. I have the best parents in the world. And this season, my 

heart is overflowing with gratitude for all they’ve done — and continue to do — not just for 
me, but for everyone around them. When I think about Christmas and having the true spirit I 

think about them 

     Mom, Dad… thank you. For everything. 
     We’ve also had an incredible run of events this past month. From the Soccer Shoot to our 

Veterans Dinner — each one was a huge success because of the dedication, time, and hard 
work of our members and volunteers. Thank you to everyone who helped plan, prepare, set 

up, serve, and support these events. Your commitment to our lodge and community 

continues to shine, and none of it would be possible without you. 
     As we move through this meaningful month, we also have a full lineup of events to bring 

us together. On December 4th, we are honored to welcome State President Ken Chapman, 
who will join our members meeting to share his message — please mark your calendars and 

plan to attend. Then on December 5th, get ready for our fun-filled Reindeer Races, followed 
by the Hoop Shoot on December 6th. And of course, we’ll celebrate the season together at 

our Christmas Party on December 13th. We hope to see you at these wonderful events as we 

close out the year with fellowship, joy, and the spirit of Elkdom. 
Wishing you all a warm, joyful, and meaningful Christmas season.     Fraternally, Ryan Hargett 
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Per the Member and Grand 
Lodge approved By Law 
change, the duties of the 

House Committee are 
transferred to the Board of 

Directors  

 

 
 

ELK OF THE 

MONTH 
WAYNE RIDGEWAY 

This month, we proudly recognize Wayne 
Ridgeway as our Elk of the Month. Wayne 

keeps our grounds looking beautiful, and we 
are truly grateful for his dedication. But what 
many may not see are the countless hours 
he volunteers behind the scenes—clearing 
brush, picking up fallen limbs, and taking on 

the extra projects that go far beyond his 
contract. 

Most notably, Wayne spent extensive time 
clearing the retention pond, removing debris, 
and cleaning the banks and the inlet ditch, 
which had become severely overgrown and 

was starting to cause problems. His hard 
work restored the area and prevented future 
issues for the lodge. Wayne’s commitment, 

generosity, and pride in our lodge shine 
through in everything he does. 

Thank you, Wayne, for your exceptional 
service and for always going above and 

beyond. 



Bingo Volunteers Needed! 
Pick one, two or more Wednesdays a month to 

help keep Bingo going at the Lodge! Email Doug 

King at cwodking@comcast.net for info.   
BINGO is a vital source of income for the Lodge 

and helps fund many charitable causes in the 
community!  

Happy December Birthdays! 

01 Jason deYoung 12 Jeff Kihn 26 Robert Henry 

01 Jeffery Niezgoda 12 Deborah Krier 27 Michael Easton 

03 Travis Breitzke 12 Thomas Lardieri 27 John Sebastian 

03 William Burke 13 Dwayne Kelley 27 Gary Willis 

03 Melissa Clarke 13 Barry Pugh 28 George McEwen 

03 Raymond Hebert 14 Frances Turner 28 Joann McIlvain 

03 Adam Petrovich 14 James Ulry 28 Paul Williams Jr. 

04 William Darling 15 Frank Deo 28 Donna Wingard 

05 Thomas Hoever 19 Kathleen Spicer 29 Santo Faronea 

05 Mark Levering 21 Mark Fleming 29 Linda Hargett 

06 John Demarie 21 Dennis Raab 29 Richard Pokorny Jr 

07 Michael Malkiewicz 23 Patricia Carrow 29 Karri Slezak 

08 Sean Hargett 25 Richard Cook 30 Thomas Leeper 

10 Logan Simpson 25 Christopher Hargett 30 Carlton Scott Jr. 

12 Marie Ackerman 26 Michael Ambruso Jr. 31 Patrick Conley III 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteering is a terrific way to 

meet people, help the Lodge and 

help the community!!   

There are many committees you 

can join covering a variety of 

interests: youth, Americanism, 

veterans, Drug Awareness, Lodge 

Activities, and more! Consider a 

leadership role as we are also 

looking for officers for the next 

Elk year, 

Join the team - we need YOU to 

help make Dover Lodge the best it 

can be!  See any of our Lodge 

officers and get involved!   

December Dates 
 

Managing Body/BOD 
12/1 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Member Meeting 
12/4 at 7:00 p.m.  

Visit from State President  
Ken Chapman 

 

PER Meeting 
12/11 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Managing Body/BOD 
12/15 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Member Meeting 
12/18 at 7:00 p.m.  

LODGE HOURS 
 

Monday 
3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Member Drawing at 7:00 p.m. 

Food Served 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Food Served 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

BINGO Doors open at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 
3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Food Served 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday 
3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Food Served 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday 
12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Food Served 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
 

Last call is 15 minutes before posted closing time.  
Bartender may serve one drink per person at last 
call, and all tabs (including any gaming activity) will 
be closed out.  Members and guests may stay up to 

one hour after closing. 

PAST EXALTED RULERS 
William Carey* 

Carmine Pisapia* 
Elmo Hackett* 

Thompson Kimmel* 
John Garthwaite* 

Horace Pugh* 
Paul Pulchasky* 
James Sullivan* 
Carlton Phillips* 

Kenneth Stockslager* 
Charles Hegman* 

Richard Stockslager 
Earl Williams* 

Albert Laporte* 
John Flanagan* 
James Miller* 

Charles Walsh* 
Harry Lansing* 
Ralph Caple* 

William Loomis* 
Robert Owens* 
Rex Bingham* 

Ward C. Novak* 
Terry LaGier 
Earl Collins 

Richard Reynolds* 
William McGlumphy 

Charles Dawley* 
Robert Gates* 

Ronald Degano* 
Anthony Consolazio 

Edward Willis* 
Bruce Shamyer 

Robert J. Taylor* 
John H. Conrad* 
John Hickman 
William Hufnal 

Richard Woodhall*  
Joyce Bailey* 

Thomas Gulledge 
John Link, Jr. 

Connie deYoung 
Susan Conlogue* 
Marilyn Woodhall* 
Wilson Comegys* 

John Ramsey 
Donna Watson 

Bret Scott* 
Jeffrey Carlson 

Connie DeYoung  
Merrilyn Ramsey 

Linda Velez 
Marvin Solomon 

Kathy King 
Wayne Stanley* 

Andrea Maucher (2) 
Steve White 

Patti Stanley (2) 
Kathy King  

Connie DeYoung (2) 
 

2025-2026 

PER ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 Patti Stanley, President 

Andrea Maucher, Vice President 
 David Rickards, Secretary 

 
* Deceased 

 

  Keep your contact information up to date!  Report any address, telephone, or email 

changes to our Lodge Secretary at bpoe1903secretary@gmail.com.   

mailto:cwodking@comcast.net
mailto:bpoe1903secretary@gmail.com


Dover Lodge LOTEs present 

FLIP FIVE 
December 19th  

  

Game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Food served from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
AKA “Bar Bingo” 

Buy hands of five cards and mark matching cards 

as they’re called.  Be the first to flip all five cards 

and you win!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December 6, 2025 
Volunteers Needed! 

*** Save the Date *** 
 

Made-To-Order  

Breakfast 
 

Sunday, January 11th  

8:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
… and the Second Sunday of each Month 

Elks Memorial Service 
Sunday, December 7th  

11:00 a.m. 

 
Special buffet  

breakfast served  

8:30 to 10:45 a.m. 

“The faults of our 

members we write upon 

the sand;  their virtues 

upon the tablets of love 

and memory.” 

LOTEs Corner 
From the LOTE President: 

Happy December!!  Not sure if it’s just me, but 

this year has gone by way too quickly.  
Halloween and Thanksgiving were bunched 
together and now we have Christmas 
approaching.  Can’t wait to ride around and 
look at all the beautiful Christmas lights and 
decorations.  
 
Even with this very busy time of year we all still 
need to take time to take care of ourselves, 
taking time to relax, refresh and come together 
with friends.  The best way for us as Elks to do 
that is to stop by the lodge for a drink and/or 
dinner and say hi to our Elk friends and family.    
 
This month the LOTE will be hosting the 
Reindeer races on Friday December 5th taking 
bets starting at 6:00 pm, races starting at 6:30. 
Dinner begins at 5:30.  All Reindeers have 
been sold. The races are always a big hit with 
the members so please come and join us for a 
night of fun and winning some $$$$. 
 
The last Flip5 of the year will be on December 
19th.   
 
The Ladies of the Elks hold their monthly 
meetings on the 2nd Thursday of the month.   
All active members of the LOTE are 
encouraged to attend the meetings.  

December’s meeting will be our dinner meeting 
held at Vincenzo Restaurant on Forest Ave. on 
December 11th at 6:00 p.m.  Please RSVP to 
me if you plan on attending. 

  
As always, The Ladies of the Elks are looking 
forward to working with, and seeing everyone 
at the BPOE #1903. 

 
On behalf of all of LOTE we wish everyone a 
Happy and Blessed Christmas, Holiday Season 
and Happy New Year. 

 

Laura Schlaupitz 
President of LOTE 

Las222@att.net // 302-242-1113 

 

LOTEs Meeting 
Thursday, December 12 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The LOTEs will have their 
Christmas dinner meeting on 
December 11th at Vincenzo’s 

Restaurant.   
 

Please RSVP to Laura 
Schlaupitz at 302-242-1113 if 

you plan to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Save the Date *** 

Dover Lodge 
Superbowl 

Party 
 

Sunday,  
February 8, 2026 

mailto:Las222@att.net


 

Members Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 13th 

Special Lodge Hours 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Live Music by Darren O’Neil 
50/50 – Raffles – Drink Specials 

Happy New Year’s Eve 
Say So Long to 2025 and  

get an early start on celebrating 2026! 
Champagne Toast 9:00 p.m. 

Music - 50/50 – Fun & Games 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Friday Night Dinners
December 5 

Meatloaf Chicken Parm 
Sandwiches Stuffed Porkchops Subs 

Reindeer Races! Fun & Games FLIP FIVE Fun & Games 
 Food Served 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  TAKE OUT always available! Menu subject to change and while quantities last. 

Please help our kitchen volunteers by grabbing your placemat and utensils when you order!! 

Dover LOTEs Present 

Friday, December 5th 
6:00 p.m. Betting Opens 
6:30 p.m. Races Start 

 

 
 

Dinner Served 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
On the Menu: Meatloaf 

“White Elephant” Gift Exchange - Bring a $20 wrapped gift to play! 

Ugly 
Sweater 
Contest 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVE 
Special Lodge Hours: 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.  

 

Stop by the Lodge for some  

Christmas Eve merriment!! 
 

Bring a covered dish and share the 

Christmas joy! 



 
 
 

Back by popular demand!! 
Every Wednesday, grab your peeps and head to 

the Lodge for a fun, friendly competition!   
Games start at 6:30 p.m.  

Dinner served 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
 

DATE THEME 
12/3 Anything Goes! 

12/10 
Music Trivia 
Motown Songs - name the next 
line of the song 

12/17 Anything Goes! 
12/24 NO TRIVIA 
12/31 NO TRIVIA 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why Cook Wednesdays!? 
Food served 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

Stop in every Wednesday for  
a beverage (or two) and grab dinner! 

Be Sure to Stick around for Trivia at 6:30p 
No Food or Trivia on 12/24 or 12/31 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

To discover more about our State 
Association and its major project, Elks 

Camp Barrett, visit the MD-DE-DE 
State Association website at 

www.mddedcelks.org 

 

ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
2025 Legacy Awards 

The 2026 Legacy Award application period opens  
September 1, 2025 and closes February 3, 2026. 

 

Legacy Awards are $4,000 scholarships  
 

For the 2026 contest, eligibility is extended to any child, 
grandchild, step-child, step-grandchild, or legal ward of a living 
Elk who joined the Order on or before April 1, 2023, or a charter 
member of a Lodge instituted on or after April 1, 2023. The Elk 
must also be a paid-up member through March 31, 2026.  Please 
note that great-grandchildren are not eligible.  Applicants must be 
high school seniors and must apply online. 

Visit www.elks.org/scholars for  
information and to apply! 

 

December 
21st 

Happy Winter 
Solstice 

 

It Only Gets 
Lighter from 

Here… 

Congratulations to the veterans 
who received quilts of valor at 

our Veterans dinner: 
Chuck Davidson, Norman 

Hahn, Kristin Hargett, Lenny 
Hall, Doug King. Presenting 

Nancy from quilts of valor and 
ER Ryan Hargett. 

 

Thank you to all 
veterans for your service 

and sacrifice! 

http://www.mddedcelks.org/
http://www.elks.org/scholars


Dover Elks Lodge #1903 

Charity  
Quarter Auction 

Saturday, March 14, 2026 
 

Volunteers Needed!! 
First planning meeting is December 1st 

at 6:00 p.m. in the Lounge 
 

Now Accepting  
Cash Donations, Gift Cards, and Auction Items 

Contact Melissa Clarke at (302) 270-8585 
for more information 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION MEMBERS! 
We are working to ensure the information we have on everyone is current.  
To that end, please complete the below form and return it to the Secretary, 

or email the information to bpoe1903secretary@gmail.com.  
Please help us save costs by having the Bulletin sent by email only! 

 

Name  

Address  

Phone  Date of Birth  

Email   

Veteran? 
 Yes   

No 

If yes, 

Branch? 
 

Email 

Bulletin? 

 Yes   

No 

Mail  

Bulletin? 
 Yes   No 

 

Elks Americanism Essay Contest 
A program of the Elks' Grand Lodge Fraternal 
Committee, this contest is geared towards students in 

5th through 8th grades to promote patriotism among 

young people. 
 

Rules 

• Participants must be students enrolled in grade 
5 to 8.  

• Essay length is not to exceed 300 words. 

• Essay must be typed or legibly printed in ink, 

written (or typed) by the entrant. 

• Essay must be submitted for judging to the Elks 
Lodge nearest to the address of the entrant. 

• Participant must be identified by name, grade, 

school attending and sponsoring Elks Lodge on 

the Essay. 
Awards 

Plaques will be awarded by Grand Lodge for 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd Place for national winning essays 

in Divisions I, II, III, and IV. Monetary awards 

will be disbursed for each grade level for 1st 
Place—$1,000; 2nd Place—$500; and 3rd Place—

$250. Winners will be announced at the Grand 
Lodge Session. 

 
Essays must be submitted to your nearest local Elks 

Lodge on/before December 15, 2025. Forms available 
at the Lodge. 

Member Munchies 
Sundays during  
Football Season 

           
 

Food Served 1:30 – 3:30p 

SAVE  THE DATE – SAVE THE DATE – SAVE THE DATE 

Reminder: Due to increasing costs, on November 1, 
2025, the Lodge began charging a 3% transaction fee 
when using credit and debit cards for purchases.  An 
ATM is in the Lounge if you choose to pay cash.  As 

a friendly reminder, checks are no longer cashed at 
the register although they can be used to pay for event 
tickets.  Please speak with the Lodge Manager if you 

have any questions and thank you for your 
cooperation and understanding! 

mailto:bpoe1903secretary@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

DATED MATERIAL  
DO NOT DELAY  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Keep up to date on  
Lodge happenings!  
Follow us on Facebook 
@DoverElks1903 

Help us save on mailing costs by getting the Bulletin by email only!  Notify 
bpoe1903secretary@gmail.com  to change your preferences! 
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The Lodge is CLOSED 
Thursday, December 25th 

mailto:bpoe1903secretary@gmail.com

