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HAPPY HALLOWEEN FROM THE NORTHAMPTON LODGE OF ELKS NO. 997

Hey, folks, forget about your busy daily routine for a while and find a minute to look

around! Yellow leaves, cool mornings and puddles on the pavements. Au-

tumn is at its height. It means that one of the greatest feasts, Halloween,

is at the door. Have you already decided how to spruce up your home

for Halloween? [£] 0

Halloween is a holiday celebrated each “ year on October 31. The tradition originated
with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people would light bon-
fires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts. In the eighth century, Pope
Gregory III designated November 1 as a time to honor all saints. Soon, All
Saints Day incorporated some of the traditions of Samhain. The evening
before was known as All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween.

'ﬂ On September 22nd, the fall season began. Fall marks the transition from summer to
winter, when the duration of daylight becomes noticeably shorter and the temperature
cools considerably. Day length decreases and night lengthens. One of its main

: ﬁ features is the shedding of leaves. t 3

The Northampton Lodge of Elks No. 997 is completely handicapped accessible.




Exalted Ruler Message for
October 2020:

I am writing to you on 28 September,
and reflecting on the month behind us
and what the future holds for us. The
seasonal transition appears in the
natural flame of the foliage all around
us. New England is filled with picture
perfect postcard moments.

September is a busy time for Elks as a
general rule. We ramp up to bi-monthly
business meetings (Sept. 1 & 15) and
start the annual Grand Lodge evaluation
process with the District Deputy Pre-
Visit (Sept. 19). The Lodge leadership
team did an excellent job supporting
these efforts and represented the #997
well!

On October 6, Melissa Martin, the West
District Deputy and her suite, will be
with us for the Grand Lodge Visitation.
The House Committee will meet at 5:30,
followed by dinner at 6:15 and Lodge
Officers will take their stations for
the business meeting with Initiation
not later than 7p.m. in tuxedo attire.
We look forward to the District Deputy
Visitation and welcoming the new candi-
dates!

We will move to Mass Covid 19 Reopening
Guidelines Phase 3 Step 2 on Monday,
October 5th. A recent State adjustment
effective 9/28 allows for up to 10 peo-
ple in a social pod, but the outdoor
(50) and indoor (25) gathering limits
remain the same. In addition, it allows
for people to sit at a bar for food
service.

The highly successful Cruisin’ with the
Elks season finished up as planned on
Sept. 17. Though we were not able to
hold traditional style Car shows, the
shift to dinner service was well re-
ceived and supported by the community!
We will be looking to enhance our food
service offerings in October.

Thursday Take-Out will be added to the
calendar starting on October 1°°. We are
working on a plan to bring back Nation-
ality Night (Italian) on Tuesday, Oct.
13. Given current State limits, this
will likely include more than 1 seating
or limiting the number of dinner

guests. Take-Out will be
available as a Nationality
Night dining option. We are
also looking at adding
weekend breakfast as dining
option. What do you think?

On Thursday, Sept. 24, we held a dinner
service and retired the 2020 Stars &
Stripes Field of Honor. It was a really
nice way to commemorate the Service &
Sacrifice of the 2020 Honorees.

We asked the Honor Families, should we
continue the Field of Honor in 20217
The answer was an overwhelming - Yes!
One person wrote, “Please continue this
wonderful tradition. I go by the field
of flags at least twice a day. It is so
meaningful to me and my family. We are
so grateful for your work to honor and
care for our veterans. Thank you!” A
personal thank you to all those that
supported the Honor Field in 2020!

Arrangements to pick up remaining Honor
Flags can be made by texting or calling
(413)341-2197. Shadow boxes were a very
popular item this year! Many Honor
Families decided to get a shadow box so
that they could share the experience
with other loved ones. We still have
some available & Christmas is coming..
On October 5, Troop #109 will be re-
turning to the Lodge for outdoor meet-
ings.

(Tentative - In planning)
Oct. 11 (holiday weekend)
to 4p.m., we will explore
called Cars N’ Crafts. It
lunch service with plenty of Seasonal
and Fair Food favorites! This is in
planning, but may be impacted by the
Mass Covid-19 Reopening Phase Guide-
lines in effect at that time. The Craft
Fair flyer will soon be available and
has an Oct 5 cutoff date. We expect to
have outdoor and a very limited number
of Indoor tables available.

On Sunday,
from 11 a.m.
a new concept
will be a

As some of you know, Donna has been
added to the Sickness & Distress list
based on a sudden and severe medical
situation. Thank you to those that have
reached out to us and offered their
prayers and support.

Very respectfully,
Donnie




The Northampton Lodge of Elks No. 997 is
On-Line!

The Northampton Lodge of Elks No. 997 can be
found on the internet! The Lodge No. 997 website is
located at:

https:// www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?
LodgeNumber=997 (Lodge Bulletins can be found
under the NEWS Tab)

The Facebook page for Lodge No. 997 can be found
at: https://www.facebook.com/Northampton-Elks-
Lodge-No0-997-163765323657903/

Email for Lodge No. 997 is:
elkslodge997@gmail.com

If you are not receiving event email updates or
your bulletin, please email your bulletin editor,
Ruth McGrath at: ruth4now@comcast.net

LODGE OFFICERS
2020-2021

Exalted Ruler
E. Leading Knight
E. Loyal Knight

Donald Rippetoe
Peter Krisak, PDDGER
Ted Timmons

Angelina Caputo E. Lecturing Knight
Sherry Grabon Secretary
Donna Yerkes Treasurer
Alison Lucey Tiler
Ray Capers Esquire
Michael Kolemba Inner Guard
Bruce Zeitler Chaplain
Trustees

Anita Waite Kim Timmons
Wendy Mazza Elaine Wood
Richard Bart

Lodge Hours

Operating Under Massachusetts Reopening and Local Govern-
ment mandates with Limited Access

The monthly Elks Bulletin depends upon input each
month from its members for the news. To submit articles
use the Bulletin Mailbox, call or email:

Co-Editors

Ruth McGrath 413-277-0419 ruth4now(@comcast.net
Jim Butcher 413-584-9633 j.butcher@comcast.net

Congratulations Lodge 997 Elks of the
Month for October 2020!

There were a number of Lodge #997
highlights in September 2020!

The Lodge #997 Leadership jumped
into the action with a set of
meetings on Sept. 1, Sep 15 and
Sept. 19. They did a great job
getting the annual budget updated
and approved through the Grand
Lodge Chart of Accounts change of
8 May. So great job - PDD Peter
and PER Kathy Krisak, Ted
Timmons, Angelina Caputo, Wendy
Mazza, Anita Waite, Kim Timmons,
Elaine Wood, PER Richard Bart,
Sherry Grabon, Donna Yerkes, PER
Ray Capers and Alison Lucey!

Lodge #997 hit our Elks National
Foundation (ENF) per capita this
year and we are continuing our
effort to support ENF donations!
It was welcome news and qualifies
us for additional Elk grant fund-
ing that can be used to support
our community! A personal thank
you to all those who donated to
ENF and PER Kathy Krisak, ENF
Committee Chair and Donna Yerkes
Co-Chair of the Field of Honor
for their teaming on coordinating
donations.

Cruisin’ with the Elks dinner
service was a tremendous success
this year! So many graceful Elk
ambassadors and volunteers work-
ing together under a changing set
of rules, requirements and inter-
pretations. Way to go! A heart-
felt thank you to Tara Beaulieu,

Jaycee Beaulieu, Wendy Mazza, Pe-
ter and Kathy Krisak, Anita
Waite, Shirley Slahetka, Marianne
LaBarge, Donna Yerkes, Kathy
Lawton, Katelyn Grabon, Mark
Hebert, Dick Bart, and Katelyn D.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Congratulations Lodge 997 Elks of the Month for October 2020!

(Continued from page 3)

The second year of the Field of Honor was as powerful and personal as
it was in its first year. It means so much to so many. There is a
great deal of work done behind the scenes to make this successful.
Special thanks go out to Jim Coyle, Alison Lucey, Donna Yerkes, Gerry
Clark, Kathy Krisak, Tara Beaulieu, Jaycee Beaulieu, Peter Krisak,
Wendy Mazza, Anita Waite, Shirley Slahetka, Sherry Grabon, Marianne
LaBarge and family, Ruth McGrath, Katelyn D., Dave Eastman, Jim &
Brenda Ryan, Sherry Grabon, Jim Ryan (retired State Trooper), Patty
Paul, Jim Butcher and every single sponsor and donation! Just Awe-
some !

So pick out a spot between two white lines in the parking lot and
make it yours! I am fiercely proud of what you have accomplished to-
gether!

Bravo zZulu! Well done!

The Northampton Lodge of Elks No. 997 Retires the 2020 Field of Honor

On September 24, 2020 The Northampton Lodge of Elks No. 997 retired the 2020 Field of Honor with dignity.
Flags were picked up, a great dinner of chicken, potatoes, mixed veggies and dessert was served. It could also be
picked up for outside eating, following all current COVID-19 guidelines.

Eileen Theroux

picks up flags

for Walter Mel- )

nik, Father, Sharpie was

and Michael outside,

Melnik, handing out

Brother flags from
the Field of
Honor

Service Flags still standing, from left to Right: Stars & Stripes, United States Army, US Marine
Corps, US Navy, US Air Force, US Coast Guard, POW-MIA, Thin Blue Stripe, First Responders,
911 Flag of Honor, 911 Flag of Honor, MA Firefighters Association.




Secretaries Message for October 202

Well, October is upon us. Fall came in with a vengeance! As hot as the summer

was, fall started COLD! Way too early for frost on the windshield!

Hope by the time this gets in print, the Lounge will be open. We have been try-
ing valiantly to keep the place running with our take out dinner service. Now,

maybe we can get back in the swing of things with our Nationality Night dinners--may be a little dif-
ferent, with two seating's plus take out to comply with the Governor's plan. Please continue to sup-
port the Lodge by participating in these events.

Unfortunately, there are still 40 members who have not paid this year's dues. | will put the names
in next month's bulletin. If you have not paid, and do not want to see your name in print, please

send in your dues ASAP.
Sherry

Half is good... with parts of the budget

Is your Lodge only doing half with
income? Well, it might be good but
could be better. Is half where your
expenses are? If it is, that is good, but
less is better. This is the month where
half is a target for your budget, but
for everything else it is always good
to give 100%. I know it is hard to be-
lieve, but now is the time to take a
serious look at your budget. I know
the new Financial Reporting System
(FRS) is informing your District
Deputies and State Sponsors of what
is happening, but it is you as a Lodge
Member who should be looking at
your budget and realize that your
budget percentage should be at 50%.
Is something in your budget out of
whack? Are you running way higher
than 50%? Then your Board of Trus-
tees/ Directors should take a serious
look at the budget and figure out what
to do to make sure that it gets back in
line, or how you will make it through
the rest of the year. Now, if you are
one of the Lodges that rely on your
accountant to be doing this for you,
then put someone in charge to have a
conversation with your accountant

Message from
the Grand
Exalted Ruler

PAULR.
RYAN

and report back to the Lodge or your
accountant. So where is it good to
give 100%? Membership! This
year's GER Cl ass
be based on the motto, Creating Mo-
mentum for the Future of Elkdom.
Get out there and recruit Members.
But, recruit with the following
things in mind: 1) The future of Elk-
dom relies on the age of our Mem-
bers. 2) The future of Elkdom relies
on future leaders. 3) The future of
Elkdom relies on volunteers. 4) The
future of Elkdom is dependent on us
to create new and future Members.
Give 100% to the best GER Class
ever. Another place to give 100%:
ENF. This is ENF Month and with
the raise in the amount of my goal to
$4.80, this is a great time to give

100%. How about giving 100%
more than you did last year? This is
the year to have an event for ENF in
order to recruit Members to become
a part of the Fidelity Club. This is a
club where a monthly donation is
given to ENF. See how many Mem-
bers are in your Lodge and then plan
on doubling it—That is giving
100%. This is the time for the
Amerﬁ:anism] Essay Contest. This
yea? myogo%l is to get the Elks
Magazine to publish the two win-
nNing essays. Y
pressure from a Member in my state
and I hope to achieve it for him. The
student that writes it deserves the
recognition, and we deserve to be
able to read the
get that Red Ribbon week is October
23-31. And now is the time to pre-
pare for all of your veterans activi-
ties for the month of November.
Lastly, our Hoop Shoot programs
should now be ramping up and get-
ting prepared.

Reprinted from the Grand Lodge Newsletter, September 2020 https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/files/2020-10.pdf



https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/files/2020-08.pdf

SUN. MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT.
1 2 3
Thursday Night
Take-Out
4:30 - 6:30pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
BS Troop #109 House Comm. | Wednesday Take- | Thursday Night Friday Night
Outdoor Meeting 5:30pm Out Take-Out Dinner
Dinner 4:30-7pm 4:30 - 6:30pm
6:15pm
Business Meet-
ing with Initia-
tion
Tpm
West District
Deputy Visita-
tion
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Crafts & Cars | Columbus Day Italian Nation- | Wednesday Take- | Thursday Night Friday Night
11to 4 ality Night Out Take-Out Dinner
(Tentative) (Tentative, In- 4:30-7pm 4:30 - 6:30pm
Planning)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
BS Troop #109 BOD Wednesday Take- | Thursday Night Friday Night
Outdoor Meeting 5:30pm Out Take-Out Dinner
Business Meet- | 4:30-7pm 4:30 - 6:30pm
ing
Tpm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
BS Troop #109 Wednesday Take- | Thursday Night Friday Night Halloween
Outdoor Meeting Out Take-Out Dinner
4:30-7pm 4:30 - 6:30pm Trunk NJJreat
(Tentative-In
Planning)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
BS Troop #109 House Comm. | Wednesday Take- | Thursday Night Burger b Br ew
Outdoor Meeting 5:30pm Out Take-Out 4:30—8:30 pm
Dinner 4:30-7pm 4:30 - 6:30pm
6:15pm
Business Meet-
ing 7pm
Election Day
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
BS Troop #109 Nationality Vet er an 6 g Thiradgy Night Friday the 13th
Outdoor Meeting Night Take-Out Dinner
Wednesday Meat- | 4:30 - 6:30pm
loaf Dinner
Sickness & Distress Session of Sorrow
Peggy Broughton Jim Butcher

Denise Caputo Donna Yerkes

Richard LaBarge

None




Northampton Elks October 2020 Volunteer/Donation Opportunities

8§ Open - No Volunteers to date - Main Hall Baseboard Sanding - Work involves
light sanding and finish painting of baseboard screw heads

§ Open - Peter Krisak Stepped up donating 6.5 hours! Property Maintenance
Grounds Crew — Work involves a team of volunteers that plan and support prop-
erty maintenance

§ Open - No Volunteers - Hall Floor Maintenance - Work involves Floor Cleaning
such as sweeping, mopping, stripping, waxing and burnishing

§ Open - No Volunteers - Ceiling Tile Replacement - Work involves replacement
of damaged ceiling tiles

§ Open - No Volunteers - Irrigation System Seasonal shutdown - work involves
securing the irrigation system for the season

§ Open - No Volunteers - District Deputy Clinic Volunteer Kitchen Crew - Work
involves menu planning, preparation and service at 630pm on Monday Nov 30,
2020.

8§ Open - No volunteers - Kitchen Upgrade Fundraising - work involves fundrais-

ing efforts with a goal of approximately $8000 to support expanding meal ser-
vice requirements

§ Open - Lodge extended deadline to Oct. 20, 2020 - Vittles for Veterans fund-
raising - work involves fundraising efforts to support 52 weeks of meal plan-
ning and preparation for up to 30 Veterans per week with a wholesale meal
cost not to exceed $5 (5 x 30)x52= $7800 annual goal

§ Open - No Volunteers - Tree removal and debris volunteer/fundraising - work
involves obtaining the funds needed to have the tree leaning towards a
neighboring home and associated debris removed

§ Open - No Volunteers or Donation - Small Hall Dimmer switch installation -
work involves installing 2 dimmer switches to better control associated
lighting

§ Open - No Volunteers - Main Hall painting above the Chair Rail - Work in-
volves painting the wall above the chair rail in the main hall

§ Open - No Donations - Kitchen Hood/Duct Cleaning - work involves cleaning of
the Hood and associated ducting in the kitchen by October 2020. Cost is esti-
mated at about $500

RICH STRONG

- - AC - HEATING - VENTILATION
D ,/\V | D S —,/\ U T O - PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

Invite a Friend to

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL SERVICE
Www.richstrongac.com
rich@richstrongac.com

Office Mgr: sheena@richstrongac.com

336 WEST STREET HATFIELD, MA 01038
413-247-0095 PHONE 413-247-0009 FAX

\* Join the Elks
' * '* ™ K i FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIR

DAVID C. RONDINA David BDavids-Auts.com
: ad, Leeds, MA 01 413.570.447

M-Th 9 am -10 pm | §q HOME PLUMBING

— F-S9am-11 pm 1 HEATING
Sun 12 pm - 8 pm
Open: Memorial  AIR CONDITIONING

Day, Closed: 9 RESIDENTIAL &

PQCKQGE Thanksgiving Day, COMMERCIAL REPAIRS
& INSTALLATION

Christmas Day > !
Hodge City Plumbing, Inc.
Rt. 9, Leeds, MA 01053 (413)cB53p | 123 Hawley St.

. Northampton, MA 01060
info@leedspackage.com 413-586-1150 Lic. #9452

Email: scott@hodgecity.net




Fitzwillys

Serving delicious food since 1974

25 Main Strest Dawnlown Nordbamglon E84-8665

(413 2687901

CICHY'S GARAGE INC.

24 HOUR TOWING

5 MAMST. PO BOY 33]

ESTABLISHED 1964 WILLIAMSBURG, MA 01086

Allston Supply Co., Inc.
2220 Main Street
Springfield, MA 01104

1-800-628-4452 413 739-4797
http://www.allstonsupply.com/

Benjamin Moore =%
Florenmce Paint & Decoratin q Center HW"

Farn
Flaremce Paint &
Decarating Center

4 Depol Ave

Florence, MA 01062
(phone] 413-584-3723
(fax) 413-564-4435

LEE FITRAT

Diwirias

N
RAYNOR

AUTHORIZED DEALER

PETER PANICZKO
Raynor Door Sales

30 Lyman Street Office 413-527-2447
Easthampton, MA 01027 Fax 413-527-0530

www.raynormass.com

Northampton Rental Center
59 Service Center Rd
Northampton, MA 01060
(413) 584-5072

https://northamptonrentalcenter.com/

Order Up Café!

The Northampton Lodge of Elks No.
997 is offering Take-Out, Outdoor and
limited Indoor dining Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday nights.

Updates to the menu are sent via All
Hands email, Lodge No. 997 website and
Elks & Field of Honor Facebook pages!

Orders can be sent via phone or text to
(413) 341-2197.

Please order early to help us with food
planning and include your name, time of
service, type of service and any special
requests.

PUBLIC WELCOME!

R e e

SAS IS
1" vin erithi |l I e

Holly J. Fuller | Senior Branch Officer
NMLS#: 423450

L ENIAF?NEY

“LECTRIC, INC.
Commercial  Residential  Industrial
175 Main St Leads, MA 01053
413-584-0737
Email: customersenice@marneyelectric.com

WWWITTamieyesed Inc.com

commercial ¢

mass

Glenn Connly
Vice President

413-586-4696
508-347-3337

info@MassComercialCleaning.com

Valley Recycling
234 Easthampton
Rd.
Northampton, MA
01060
413-587-4279
info@valley-
recycling.us
https://www.valley-
recycling.us/

Our mission is to minimize landfill disposal
of waste materials by providing a new level
of waste processing to divert, recover and
recycle material from the waste stream. Our
commitment is to develop a path toward
zero waste in the Pioneer Valley.

Bus: 586-1011Fax: 586-1012
RICHARD J. LABARGE & SON

Registered Professional Land Surveyor
698 Westhampton Rd., P O Box 240
Northampton, MA 01060

TOASTED
OWL

T A W E R M

The best place downtown to
catch a game.

Downtown Northampton -50884
www.fitzwillys.com

21 Main Street

Exercise
Eat Well
Stay Healthy
We Can Wait

Czelusniak Funeral Home
413-584-3585

Powers Landscaping

Lawn Care6 Mulch  Leaf Removal
Sanding Snowplowing
Anna Powers PO Box 60114
Myles Powers Florence, MA 01062
(413)586 -5007

o
-

,Lﬂ ~PYT PIONEER VALLEY

TRAVEL, INC.

Martha Suzanne Borawski
President
P.O. Box 417, 88 King Street, Northampton, MA 01061
413586-1 3 6 6 -24501830 0
wwwpvti nc. com O e mainctom ma

(DI N E R)

King St.
Northampton

584-3333
Home Style Cooking

rt


https://northamptonrentalcenter.com/

