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To the members of the Haverstraw Elks Lodge 877,
As the song goes, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year”. It’s a time to make time
for family and friends. It’s a time to make time to relax, enjoy, have a few laughs and
toast the passing of another year. It’s a time that we cherish here at your Haverstraw Elks Lodge,
so I hope you make some time to share with us.
Lots of Holiday Happenings to share and enjoy. And since December is all about the kids,
it’s appropriate that it starts with our annual Hoop Shoot, December 4th at the Village of Haverstraw
Community Center. Special thanks to Bobby Coyne and his crew, I’m confident we will discover a young
up and coming super star or at least have fun trying. As is appropriate each year, December 5th we
remember in a special way all our absent members whom we lost this past year with a dinner for their
families. “Days of auld lang syne”, “to our absent members”. Our Ladies Club helps us embrace the spirit
of “giving is better than receiving” with donation boxes in the member’s lounge for “Toys for Tots” and
“Hats and Gloves” for our veterans, please be generous to both these great campaigns. Don’t forget to
register your children and grandchildren for the Children’s Christmas play and party on December 18th.
Brendan and his “Elves” promise to outdo themselves this year and they tell me Santa may even stop by.
Our New Years Eve Gala is a perfect way to cap off the year. Please sign up to join us with dinner, live
music, dancing and champagne. It’s always a night to remember, but there is limited seating and tickets
go fast, I hope to see you there.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my officers, trustees, advisors, bartenders, kitchen crew,
Ladies Club, countless volunteers in every capacity who made this another successful year here at
Haverstraw Lodge #877 B.P.O E. You all demonstrate through your continuing efforts the true principles
of Elkdom, Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity and it is my honor to call each and every one of
you my brother. God Bless you and your families this holiday season and throughout the coming year.
On behalf of myself, the officers, trustees and members of Haverstraw Elks Lodge #877 here’s wishing
you and your families a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and prosperous New Year.
Tito Crespo, Exalted Ruler
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Lodge Officers

House Chairman’s Corner /// Help is always needed & appreciated
For information on renting our facility, please contact
John Intrieri (House Chairman) at 845-429-8738 or E-mail us at
/
host@haverstrawelks.org
LODGE TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Members Lounge
429-9851
Secretary’s Office Phone/Fax
429-8727
Lodge E-mail: secretary@haverstrawelks.org
Secretary’s E-Mail: secretary@haverstrawelks.org
House Chairman: host@haverstrawelks.org
For party bookings please call House Chairman at 845-429-8738

ELK’S TALE SUBMISSIONS

Anyone with submissions or contributions
to the newsletter Please E-mail your
information to: Ken Gosda

kgozelks@gmail.com

SECRETARY’S CORNER DECEMBER 2021
Secretary's Email: Secretary@HaverstrawElks.org
Secretary's Phone 845.429.8727

Membership As of 11/29/21
Current Membership
1487
Members added to the roll
64
Removed from Roll
18
Members in Arrears
84

Membership Process
Investigation
Next Vote
Next Orientation
Next Initiation

Ongoing
01/25/22
02/01/22
02/08/22

Proposed for Membership
John Coyle proposes Richard Coyle from Congers.
Robert Drexler proposes Alexander Sanchez from Haverstraw a truck driver.
Nick Hughes proposes Thomas Talamini from Garnerville an IT specialist.
In Memoriam
Brian Conroy initiated June 12, 1982– Deceased November 1, 2021
John Ryan initiated March 26, 1991 – Deceased November 15, 2021
Brian Perdue initiated August 1, 1993 – Deceased November 22, 2021

Until the Hour of Eleven Regularly Returns, To Our Absent Members
We Still Have Over 80 Members That Have Not Paid Their Dues!
Pay Online at HaverstrawElks.org

Delinquent Members as of November 30, 2021
Paul Aaron
Daniel Amitrani
Harry Aponte
Craig Armstrong
Nicholas Attolino
Andrew Backman
Nicolas Badstein
Evan Barberis
Christopher Baumann
Michael Benzinger
Jeffrey Berger
Daniel Birman
Edward Bitts
Charles Brodil
Richard Brown
Christopher
Calandrella
Adam Cernuda
Brian Cifuni
Edward Cifuni
Brendan Colligan
Kenneth Confrey

William Confrey
Arthur Coup
George Davidson
Harvey DeCaprio
William Decker
Richard DeLuca
James Disalvo
David Downs
Howard Farewell
Dennis Flood
Calvin Fowx
Augustus Frank
Patrick Gallagher
Michael Gensinger
James Giuttari
Michael Graham
Joseph Guiney
William Heady
Kenneth Hernandez
James Higgins
Wilbert Hobbs
Paul Hoffmann

Kevin Huslinger II
Michael Kenney
Michael Keyser
Joseph Knarich
Paul Konysz
Jeff Kreis
Kenneth Kunz
William Mari
Kevin McAleer
John McEnaney
Mario Mendez
Raymond Mongiovi
Dane Neretich
Richard Nieves
Kevin Nolan
Stephen O'Brien
Terence O'Connor
Fulvio Ortega
Kevin Porette
James Pritchard
Thomas Quigley
Kenneth Reedy

Anthony Rinaldi
Craig Robinson
Carlos Robles
Lawrence Roper
Raymond Salva
Eric Serrano
Paul Siantos
Michael Smith
Richard Spatta
Richard Stephens
Anthony Stracci
Lawrence Sullivan
Bart Talamini
Michael Tucker
Scott VanDerhoef
Aramis Velez
Ruben Velez
Angelo Villa
Michael Walker

Pay Your Dues Here!

2022 – 2023 Lodge Dues Will Increase
Due to Grand Lodge Assessments

Lodge Dues For 22-23 will be as Follows:
Grand Lodge Expenses
Elks Magazine Subscription

$ 6.50
$ 5.50

New York State Per Capita
Haverstraw Elks Lodge
Total Lodge Dues

$ 3.00
$ 81.00
$108.00

Elks National Foundation

$ 10.00

General Liability Insurance

Total Dues & ENF

$ 12.00

$118.00

December 2021 Veterans Corner by Tom Carroll

On Veterans Day, the Biden Administration announced a series of actions that VA will take to
address the health conditions veterans experience due to burn pits and other toxic exposures. The
announcement was well-received by veterans groups, as they have continuously urged Congress
and both the current and previous administrations to address toxic exposure since the issue came to
public awareness.
The VA and the administration have taken these much-needed steps to address the urgent health
needs of toxic-exposed veterans. With veterans fighting and succumbing everyday to illnesses
related to toxic exposure, the time is now to address this issue.
VA will pilot a new model to accelerate the process to establish presumptive conditions by
reviewing the available science from the National Academies, analyzing VA data, and gathering
evidence from other scientific sources. VA says it already used this model when it added sinusitis,
rhinitis, and asthma as presumptive conditions related to particulate matter last May. Within 90
days, VA will use the model to assess rare cancers. After 90 days, VA will then address constrictive
bronchiolitis. Over the next few months, VA will also consider additional presumptives.
Additionally, DOD plans to accelerate the implementation of the Individual Longitudinal Exposure
Record (ILER), that tracks service members’ environmental and occupational exposures.
Many veterans from Korea through Vietnam through Iraq and Afghanistan are walking around
with one or more of the presumptive diseases from exposure to various toxins and aren’t aware of
the possible links created through their service. A simple Google search such as “Presumptive
Diseases from Agent Orange” or “Presumptive Diseases from Burn Pits” will list all the diseases.
Here are some facts about the veteran population of the United States:





19 million living veterans served during at least one war as of April 2021.
11 percent of veterans are women.
5.9 million veterans served during the Vietnam War.
7.8 million veterans served in the Gulf War era.

Louisiana’s Lawrence Brooks, aged 112, smiled as his daughter, Vanessa, tenderly placed his
new garrison cap on his head in the ICU bed. She says it’s what her father, the world’s oldest
living World War II veteran, wanted most — a new Army uniform to replace the original he’d
lost 16 years ago in Hurricane Katrina.
Brooks was presented with an authentic reproduction WWII uniform and his old unit’s badge
during a recent short stay in the New Orleans VA hospital at the beginning of November.
Brooks’ health is declining rapidly and he is adamant about spending his remaining days at his
home with family.
When asked what — if any — he would like his legacy to be, his thoughts returned to the war. “I
would like to be remembered as a strong man,” said Brooks, “a good soldier.”
There is a complete story about Mr. Brooks “The oldest living WW II veteran”) at:
The oldest living WWII veteran, now 112, wants to be remembered as a ‘good soldier’
(militarytimes.com)

Ladies Club December 2021
Monthly Message
Linda M. Perry

Dear members,
As I sit down to write this letter, I am reminded of the many things that we have to be thankful for in
our lives. Thankfulness is so often forgotten. Therefore I wanted to begin this monthly letter with
profound thankfulness for each and every one of you. Since I have become president of this
wonderful organization, you have each stepped up and supported me in every endeavor. I want you
to know that your willingness to help and your support means a great deal to me.
We are now entering the holiest time of our year with the coming Holiday season. I wish each of you
a blessed holiday season. Invitations have gone out for Christmas party on December 11th. I hope
you will have the opportunity to join us to celebrate this season with us.
As we enter the New Year with all its possibilities, I look forward to working with each of you to
continue the success of organization. The officers will be meeting sometime before the next meeting
in January to discuss a calendar events first part of 2022.
My wishes that each of you have a wonderful holiday season as we celebrate our individual holidays.
For Christmas this year, my only wish is the continued health happiness for organization, our families,
and ourselves.

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah
Happy New Year!!!
Best Regards,
Linda M Perry
President, Ladies Club #877

A Look Back at
The History of the Mansion at
The Haverstraw Elks

August 20th 2012
From one gilded age to the beginning of another, First Street in the historic
Village of Haverstraw, NY has celebrated new beginnings of all sorts. First, or
Front Street as it is also called, was the seed from which the Village of
Haverstraw grew and it remains to this day the most striking feature of this
extraordinary river town.
First Street is aptly named, as it is the first First Street in Rockland County. Of
all the downtown street grids in Rockland, Haverstraw’s is the oldest. Its
street grid dates to the turn of the 18th Century when a land speculator laid
out First, Second, Third and Fourth Streets off of Middle Street in the village.
The streets extended from the pre-Industrial docks at the foot of current-day
Main Street in Emeline Park. At that time, Haverstraw was a rural estate
boasting one of the most prominent bluffs upon the Hudson River.
As industrialism took root after the Revolutionary War in Haverstraw,
businessmen began to see the country bluff as an ideal location for their
homesteads. Brickyard owners such as the DeNoyelles family, who reaped
wealth from the rich clay deposits along the shore in Haverstraw, built
luxurious homes there.
Starting from the south end of the street, these homesteads stand side by side
overlooking the widest point of the Hudson River. The existing Haverstraw
Elks’ Club occupies the Fowler Mansion, of brickyard riches. The home, which
exists today as a Queen Anne Victorian, started out in the “Federal Style.”
As tastes changed throughout the 19th century, the house underwent various
alterations. Today, the house is a unique combination of Federal, Greek
Revival and Queen Anne elements boasting a cylindrical turret, a two-tiered
porch and imposing pediment at the top of a grand hill that sweeps down
toward the river edge. This site is likely the most dramatic in the entire village.

