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My fellow Elks,
We had a successful first month of this new Elk year. We held a Murder Mystery
Dinner event which went extremely well. The shredding event/ food drive was
once again a continued success. Karaoke Saturdays is gaining popularity and
going strong. Thank you to everyone who has come out to help and support these
events.
If you are unable to get to the lodge or wondering how you can do more without
physically being at the lodge is to be a sustaining donator. This is a once-a-month
donation that supports Children’s Therapy Services and the Elks Youth Camp. Go
to floridaelks.org for more information. Our lodge gets recognition for each donor and more money is
added to our grant money.
We have a special wing night event on Wednesday May 18th starting at 6:30pm. Fresh jumbo party
wings with homemade sauces. Hot, Mild, BBQ, Garlic Parm, Sweet Red Chili, Teriyaki, and Maple
Bourbon. French fires, onion rings, cheese fries, and garlic parm fries and will also be available for
purchase.
The Florida State convention is Thursday May 26th to Saturday May 28th, held at the Rosen Center in
Orlando. All members are invited and encouraged to attend.
Please have a safe Memorial Day Weekend, wherever your travels or plans may take you.
Monday May 30th is the day to mourn and take time to remember our U.S. military personnel who
have died while serving in the United States Armed Forces.
I would like to take the time to say Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers and stepmothers. I hope you
have a wonderful day.
Looking forward to a fantastic May with all of our planned events. Please reach out should you have
any suggestions or questions. Call or text me anytime.
In closing, please stay safe and remember, as long as there are Veterans, Elks will never forget them
and never forsake them.
At your service,

David Graham ER/PER
845-798-9167 cell
Davidgraham1968@yahoo.com
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Jacksonville Elks Lodge Officers:
Exalted Ruler – David Graham PER
Leading Knight - Pat Harris
Loyal Knight – Robin Pipkins
Lecturing Knight – Brent Reedy
Secretary - Deborah Reedy PER
Treasurer – Gary Ledoux
Esquire - Earl Evans
Chaplain – Rachel Ledoux
Inner Guard - Tony Langhlas
Tiler - Stephen Wilson
3 Year Trustee - Jim Bryant PER
2 Year Trustee - William Watson PER
1 Year Trustee - Jack Ward PER
Scott Wilson DVP: Lodge Advisor
Presiding Justice: Erik Berger, Esquire
Mediator: Bill Steele PER
Elk of the Year: Donnie Rowand
Officer of the Year: Robin Pipkins
District Leaders:
Scott Wilson PER – District VP
Elizabeth West – DDGER

Lodge Committees:
Auditing Committee
Robbie Garland, Chairperson
Rich Medley

Fraternal Committee:

Ralph DeCicco PER, Chairperson
Coordinators:
Americanism: Bob Morgan
Elks National Foundation: Robin Pipkins
Flag Day: Bob Morgan
Memorial Day: Bob Morgan
Membership: Greg Long & Deborah Reedy
Investigation: Greg Long, Chair, Susan Kelly &
Carol Shapley
Orientation: William Watson PER
Veterans Services:
Deborah Reedy, Jim Reed & Jack Ward PER

Additional Statutory Appointments
Accident Prevention: Dennis Hanson
PER Association: Ralph DeCicco PER
Government Relations: Scott Wilson DVP
Harry Anna-State Major Projects: Robin Pipkins

House Committee

Donnie Rowand, Chairman
Cathy Rowand
Robin Pipkins
Betsy Bryant
John Pipkins
Kathy Glass
Susan Harrell
Rod Kelley
Shannon Graham
Lois Price
Dick Maloney PER
Loretta VanAken
Jim VanAken

Public Relations Committee
Deborah Reedy PER, Chairperson
Gary Ledoux & Dick Maloney PER

Building Maintenance

Activities Committee
Sarah Schllesinger, Chairperson

Elkshorn Newsletter Editor

Coordinators:
Community Activities: Scott Wilson DVP
Drug Awareness: A.J. Jones
Youth Activities: Betsy Bryant
Hoop Shoot & Soccer Shoot: Brent Reedy
MVS Scholarship: William Watson, PER

Dennis Hansen, Donnie Rowand &
Rachel Ledoux
Deborah Reedy PER
Co-Editor: Gary Ledoux
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May’s Elk of the Month chosen by ER David Graham
Congratulations to Susan Harrell! She is Elk of the Month
for May for stepping up to help in the Kitchen on
Thursdays, or whenever we need someone!!
She’s also a part of a new “cooking crew” on pizza night!
Thanks for all you do Susan! Enjoy that parking spot!

From the Office of the Secretary

Dear Members,
Our Lodge meetings for May will be held on the 11th and the 25th at 7:00 PM.
Our next Initiation will be held on May 25th. We currently have seven candidates ready for
initiation.
As of this writing of this publication we have 87 members that have not paid their dues.
Please feel free to stop at the lodge during regular lodge hours and bartender can process
your dues with a credit card or accept your check or cash payment. Or please mail your
dues to 1855 West Road, Jacksonville, FL 32216. Past due notices will be mailed on May
18th. Please save us some postage  and pay your dues. Thank you!

Respectfully,
Deborah Reedy, PER
Secretary
Lodge: 904-721-1155
Cell: 518-791-1025
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Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler:
T. Keith Mills
Spring has sprung; summer right around the corner
Hey, hey it is the first of May. I hope you were able to turn in your Community Project Contest form to
get your Lodge some deserved recognition. Remember, the annual charity report is due May 1.
The first week of May is also Elks National Youth Week. I would encourage you to hold an event and
honor all those who participated in your Lodge’s youth programs over the past year. A variety of
participation certificates available online. However, if you cannot find one, make one up. Show our
youth that Elks are there for them.
Further, sponsor programs that encourage youth to become outstanding citizens. If so, we will help
them with “Meeting the Challenge.”
Three honorable events take place this month. While only one is mandatory for Elks, the other two
need to be recognized as well.
Sunday, May 8 is Mother’s Day. This is a mandatory service that needs to be performed by your
Lodge. This event is open to the public and extra attention should be taken to ensure this ceremony is
well attended to show the respect all moms deserve. The Special Ritual Manual also requires the use
of red and white carnations to honor these mothers. Please perform this service and show that Elks
Care — Elks Share for moms everywhere.
The second event is Armed Services Day held on Saturday, May 21. In 1949, Defense Secretary Louis
Johnson presented an idea to create one single day to celebrate the unification of the armed forces
under the Department of Defense, instead of celebrating each separately. Schedule an event to honor
all active armed services members. Invite them to the Lodge, provide them a meal, and show our
support for all they do for us and our country.
Then comes Memorial Day, held on Monday, May 30. This day is for honoring the men and women
who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our country while in the United States military. In the years
following the Civil War, it was originally known as Decoration Day. By the late 1860s, Americans in
towns and cities started holding springtime tributes to the countless fallen soldiers from this conflict
by decorating their graves with flowers and reciting prayers. It became an official federal holiday in
1971.
We now not only honor our fallen United States service men and women, but also family members
who have passed on. We hold family gatherings and parades to unofficially mark the beginning of
summer.
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Veterans Services Report
May is National Military Appreciation Month a great time to thank a member
of our Armed Forces or a Veteran. For their service to our nation.
May 1st Silver Star Service Banner Day is a day to recognize those who
have been awarded the Silver Star Medal and remember the sacrifices of
our wounded and ill veterans. The Silver Star is the third-highest award for
valor in combat.
May 8th is VE Day which marks the anniversary of the Allies’ Victory in
Europe Day during WWII on May 8, 1945.
May 8th is Mother’s Day a time to thank all moms for all their sacrifices.
May 21st is Armed Forces Day, a day set aside to pay tribute to all men and
women who serve in the United States Armed Forces.
May 30th is Memorial Day which is set aside to commemorate all who have
died in Military Service for the United States.
So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will
never forget them!
Deborah Reedy
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Author: Gary Ledoux

Special thanks to Rachel
Ledoux for making our
Flagpole area so much
nicer!! She added “grass” to
this area on April 15th and it
looks so wonderful now!
Thank you, Rachel!!

April – Elks
in Action

“Show” and “Shred” Weekend
Friday and Saturday, April 22 and 23 were most successful for Jacksonville Elks Lodge 221.
First, Friday night, April 22, saw the first Encore Musical Murder Mystery Show in Lodge history.
A delicious pasta, meatball and sausage dinner started the evening at 6 pm followed by a most
unique and funny, two-hour musical show at 7 pm. The event attracted about 50 people and
raised over $400 for the Harry Anna Children’s Therapy Services. Special thanks to Deborah
Reedy for planning and “driving” the event along with all those who helped in the kitchen
cooking and serving food and cleaning up after the show… a job well-done!
Then…on Saturday, April 23 the Lodge held its annual Food Drive and Paper Shredding event
attracting many Lodge people as well as members of the public. At “press” time, the total
amount of food collected was unknown although it can easily be said that it is in the
neighborhood of several hundred pounds. All food will be donated to Feeding Northeast Florida
as we continue our efforts to feed as many as we can afford to help. Feeding Northeast Florida
is the largest, most efficient food bank in the area serving eight counties including Duval County.
As for the paper, the event processed about ten, 96-gallon buckets of waste paper equaling
about 2,000 to 2,500 pounds of waste. Special thanks to Robin Pipkins for planning and
“driving” this event. And thanks also to all who helped including Primast, our Shred-It machine
operator.

Author: Gary Ledoux

Many thanks to all our
volunteers over the
weekend for helping &
attending our Murder
Mystery Show and our
Food Drive/Shredding
Events!!!

May Birthdays

01
04
04
05
05
07
09
09
10
10
11
12
12
13
13
13
15
17
17
18
18
20
20
21
21
21
25
26
26
26
27
27
31

Mike
James
Jack
Carolyn
Anthony
Dorcas
Devry
Laura
Ramsey
Helene
Dale
James
Peter
Anthony
Thomas
Robin
Chad
Douglas
Cynthia
Michael
Earl
John
Donald
William
Hurshell
Steven
Catherine
Carmen
Debra
Timothy
Kayla
Cynthia
Eva

Whittenburg
Midzinski
Shanklin
Rahn
Raso
Gruel
Dewan
Pavlisko
Banga
Reynolds
Eisman
Holderfield
Lamb
Allen
Huffine
Pipkins
Crotchett
Alger
Bragg
Bragg
Evans
Hamel
Rowand
Barnett
Hobbs
Martin
Burgess
Faulkner
Heiney
Johnson
Smith
Steverson
Jordan

Our Birthday Celebration will be on
May 21st!
Potluck Night – please bring a covered dish
to share!
Join us for a fun evening!!

Thursday Nights! FUN Nights!!

See the Calendar for
Dates & Times!!
Always on a Thursday!
Bring your friends too for a
fun night!!
BINGO May 5th & 19th
with Brooke!
NEW…
“Show me the Money”
May 12th and 26th with Sarah
& Patsy!

Page 15

The Origins of the BPOE
In New York City, a small group of actors and entertainers, wishing to
continue their social gatherings on Sundays, when New York's blue
laws prevented the opening of public establishments, began to meet
regularly as the "Jolly Corks," a name derived from a bar trick
introduced by the group's organizer. While the meetings were held with
regularity, apparently no form nor substance resulted, except for the
adoption of a toast to members of the group not in attendance. Shortly
before Christmas in 1867, only a few months after the fellows began to
meet, one of their number died, leaving his wife and children destitute.
This event gave rise to the notion that, in addition to good fellowship,
the Jolly Corks needed a more noble purpose in order to endure, and
serving not only their own in need, but others as well, would be
appropriate. Two months later, on February 16, 1868, with a statement
of serious purpose, an impressive set of rituals, a symbol of strength
and majesty and such other elaborate trappings that might be expected
of a group of actors and musicians, the new fraternal order was
launched.
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PER News…
Staying with the course… The PERs have been plotting behind the scenes for its’ summer
picnic on the second weekend of July. In addition to various yard games, inexpensive grill
delicacies & fixings, they are debating on having a band to play a little top 40 and country music
so Jack Ward can show off his award winning ‘two steppin.’ They are asking you and your children
to join them on the back patio and in the back yard for some good times. Coming up on the
planning pallet will be the Lodge’s fund raising Bar-B-Que.
Meanwhile, a recently initiated member read one of my articles and asked me exactly what a
‘PER’ was. I had to think about it for a while because there are so many was to define or describe
a PER. By the letter of the order it means Past Exalted Ruler to others in the know it means pretty
exhausted rooster. I prefer the exhausted definition because by the time one becomes a PER
they have shown and dedicated so much of their life & love to the order & lodge that it’s become
their second family. Sometimes being the extra set of hands to plan an event, chip in and help
serve the biscuits, or occasionally stepping on someone’s toes, their heads & hearts are always
on the side of good (darn, sounds like I’m describing the Lone Ranger). 221 has an active squad of PERs
from what I’ve seen in the district and strives to act as a resource for the Lodge and its’ officers
& members. This is why if you ever have a question and can’t find the answer, feel free to attend
one of our monthly PER meetings they’re open to all, or just ask a PER because they’ve seen it or
know it all, or think they do!
Submitted by Ralph DeCicco

Our Brick Fundraiser will be coming back soon! Keep an eye out in the social
quarters for more information.
These bricks will be added to the ones currently around the Flagpole.

Banquet Hall Rentals
Just a reminder to our members, our spacious hall is available for rental to
members, their families and the public. So spread the word!
Rentals for weddings, birthday parties, anniversaries and memorial
celebration of life services are available for an extremely reasonable fee.
Please contact the Lodge at 904-71-1155 with any questions or to reserve
the hall.
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“Hollywood” Comes to Lodge 221
On Thursday, April 7 Jacksonville Elks Lodge 221 Secretary Deborah Reedy was interviewed
“Hollywood-style”, on-camera, by Chris Mauro of Speakeasy Video Productions. The focus of
the interview was the growing relationship between Lodge 221 and the Jacksonville chapter of
the Blue Star Families, and to encourage other charitable and fraternal organizations like the
Elks to join with Blue Star to assist the men and women of America’s armed forces. Most
recently, Lodge 221 held a baby shower for 20 military families in the Jacksonville area.
Purchased for the families or donated were hundreds of dollars in baby necessities such as
diapers, wet-wipes, new-born clothing, toys, walkers, baby-blankets and more. This was the
third year Lodge 221 has held such an event.
Military families have some unique challenges. If/when a member of the family is deployed,
sometimes with little or no notice, their spouse is left to deal with life and children alone. This is
especially tough if they, like so many military families, move frequently, and have no “social
infrastructure” or other support and don’t know where to turn. The Blue Star organization helps
bridge that gap.
Deborah’s video will be part of Blue Star’s campaign to promote the work they do, the
relationships they have forged with Jacksonville Lodge 221 and others, and encourage
additional support from other organizations. Since Blue Star’s founding in 2009, more than 1.5M
military family members have been reached.
Article by Gary Ledoux of Jacksonville Lodge 221
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Support our Major Projects today!
Your one-time donation goes
to help those in need.
Your recurring gift goes even
further. It's that simple.

To Learn more visit:
www.floridaelks.org/camp
https://www.elkstherapy.com/
“Changing lives one mile at a time”
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