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Soccer Season

Loren Anthony, El Dorado

The 2015 Kansas Elks Soccer season has started in about half
of the local Lodges. Many young shooters have begun their trip
from Local contest to District, to State and then, the Elks Mid-
America finals. Each shooter and their families will have the
opportunity to compete against
the four surrounding state cham-

pions with bragging rights for the
heart of our great country soc-
cer skills.

The twelve Lodges who
host local contests give the
area soccer shooters a stage to
exhibit their skills and bring

their families along on a fun
trip around Kansas.
All Local contests are to be
held during September so the win-
ners names can be forwarded to the
District chairperson. A copy of their birth
certificates must be given at the District contest, along with
a filled-out entry form, signed by their parent and the Local
chairperson.

District Contest:

Northeast:

Chair: Diana Servaes, Atchison #647

913-367-2265 (H) 913-630-3463 (C)

Date: October 4th. 12:00 Registration, 1:00

Contest Location: Register at Atchison Elks Lodge #647

and travel as a group to the Atchison middle school for the
contest.

West:

Chair: Eddie King, Great Bend #1127

Date: October 10th, 11:30 Registration, 1:00

Contest Location: Start at Lodge home and travel to soccer

field as a group.

Southeast:

Chair: Nona Reep, Winfield #732

Date: October 11th, 12:00 Registration, 1:00

Contest Location: Parson Elks Lodge #527 will host the reg-
istration at the Lodge. After lunch, all will travel to the soccer
field for the contest.

State Contest:

Kansas Elks State Championship:

Chair: Loren Anthony, El Dorado Elks Lodge #1407

Date: October 18, 2015 12:00 Registration 1:00

Contest Location: Register at Elks Lodge and travel to Soccer
Complex for competition.

The 10 winners of the State contest will qualify for the Elks
Mid-America Regional Soccer-Shoot. Each winner will receive
a Soccer jacket with their name’s on the back, to be worn at the
Elks Mid-America competition.

Regional Contest:

Elks Mid-America Regional Soccer-Shoot:
Chair: Loren Anthony, El Dorado Elks #1407
Date: November 6th, 7th and 8th, 2015

Contest Location: El Dorado, KS

All State winners will be sent a schedule of events.

I hope you helped your Lodge host a Local contest, and take
your winners on to your District Contest in October. Your area
youth should get a chance to take part.
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Wickwire Receives Enrique Camarena Award

Tom Clark (left), District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, presnts, the Elks
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Enrique S. Camarena Award for drug prevention to Butler County Sherif’s
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Sgt. Phil Wickwire (center), as his wife, Kay, and El Dorado Lodge No. 1407 Exalted Ruler Roger Cutsinger look on.

Courtesy of Cristina Janney/Butler County

Times-Gazette

Butler Sheriffs Sgt. Phil Wickwire, a member of El Dorado Elks
Lodge 1407, was honored Monday night with the Enrique S. Cama-
rena Award.

Special Agent Enrique S. Camarena was a DEA agent who was bru-
tally tortured and murdered by one of the Mexican drug cartels, while
investigating drug trafficking into the United States in 1985. His fam-
ily remains in hiding under threat from the cartels.

His death precipitated the start of the Red Ribbon Campaign,
which was started in tribute to the agent by his friends and family.

Wickwire was nominated for the national award, but placed behind
an officer who was shot in the line of duty during a drug raid.

The local Lodge honored him for his service to drug prevention and
as the only law enforcement officer to be nominated for the award
from the state of Kansas.

In his recommendation letter, Sheriff Kelly Herzet said, “With 37
years of law enforcement service, I can’t think of a more deserving
person to receive this prestigious award than Sergeant Phil Wickwire.
His service and dedication to his community and his law enforcement
career is unselfish and goes above and beyond the ‘Call of Duty.”

In his nomination letter Sheriff's Deputy Curtis Cox said, “Phil is a
pillar of the community, and I am very proud to serve alongside him
and call him my friend. Phil always tells me he is not big on ‘acco-
lades,” when it comes to award ceremonies, and I can tell you his great-

est award is helping others. Due to his service, dedication and commitment
to his community in raising drug awareness, I can’t think of anyone more
deserving of this prestigious award than Phil Wickwire.”

In 1998, Wickwire became supervisor of the Community Policing Section/
Drug Abuse Resistance Education unit, which is also known as DARE.

During his tenure as a DARE officer, he also has served as the Kansas
DARE Officer Association president and represented Kansas DARE officers
on the National Board of Directors.

He serves on the board of directors of the combined Kansas DARE Of-
ficers Association and the Kansas School Resource Officers Association. In
2009 he was selected as the Kansas DARE Officer of the Year, and in 2010
was presented with a Life Time Achievement Award.

The Elks raised $12,000 to purchase a DARE trailer to be used by the
SherifPs Department. Wickwire is the chairperson of the Elks” drug aware-
ness efforts.

Wickwire pulls the trailer about 500 miles per year to eight events and
festivals across the county, trying to reach out to young people about the
dangers of drug use.

Wickwire also has been instrumental in the Butler 2000 program, which
is a camp program for at-risk middle school students. Students who com-
plete the program can earn scholarships to Butler Community College.

Wickwire said the DARE program is a team effort, thanking all of his co-
workers and those who nominated him for the award.

“This is a huge honor,” Wickwire said. “I do it because I love the kids. I
want to help them make better choices.”

Kansas Elk Honored at Grand Lodge, Indianapolis, Indiana

2 years, and

appreciation for his leadership and service, and
Whereas, Walter was born and raised in Goodland, KS attending high school and Kansas State University and still resides there, and, he and his wife Linda started an
independent insurance agency from the ground up, later acquiring another agency in Saint Francis, KS where they are licensed to sell insurance in the states of Kansas,

Resolution honoring Walter B. Linthacum, Member Board of Grand Trustees, Proposed by Michael T. Luhr, Secretary, Board of Grand Trustees, and Seconded by
Kansas Past State Presidents, Frank Springer, Chanute Lodge No. 806, and Carl Lindsey, Overland Park Lodge No. 2395, and adopted by the Grand Lodge at its general
session in Indianapolis, Indiana, on Wednesday, July 8, 2015.

Whereas, Walter B. Linthacum of Goodland, Kansas Lodge No 1528 is retiring from the Board of Grand Trustees after four years of distinguished service, and upon
his retirement, the Members of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America wish to acknowledge this achievement and express sincere

Colorado and Nebraska and currently farm 2,000 plus acres growing wheat, corn and milo, and
Whereas, he continues to find time to be active in his community as a member of the First United Methodist Church, an announcer at the local “Topside Tipoff”
basketball tournament for 20 plus years, Chairman of the Goodland Area Crime Stoppers and has been the chairman of the Sherman County Economic committee for

Whereas, his career in Elkdom started in 1963 upon his initiation into the Goodland, KS Lodge # 1528 where he immediately became active and served as Exalted
Ruler in the years 1972-73, 1994-95 and 1995-96. He served Lodge Trustee from 1973 to 1993 with the exception of 2 years. He has been Goodland Lodge’s Elk of the
Year twice and was elected to Honorary Life Membership in the Goodland Lodge in 1998, and

Whereas, he has been active in and chaired the following State Committees, Youth Activities, Benevolent, Seating Arrangements, Hoop Shoot, Entertainment and
Decorations, General Chairman’s , Elks National Foundation, Business Practices, Ritual and Insurance and Risk Management from 1997 to present. He was Kansas State
Elks Association Elk of the Year in 2001- 02 and with the help of PSP Charles Lester, established and became the Director of the Kansas Elks Association ER & Secretary
Seminar, now called Leadership Training including Lodge Trustees from 1997 to 2008. He served with distinction as President of the Kansas Elks Association from 1996-
97 and is a member of the KEA Advisory Board from 1997 to present, and

Whereas, he was the announcer for the West Central Region #8 Hoop Shoot in Denver, CO, from 1999 to 2010, has judged Ritual contests in the States of Colorado,
Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma, and has served the Grand Lodge as a Ritual Judge at the Grand Lodge Convention in Kansas City in 1999, as District Deputy for the

Kansas Northwest District in 1986-87 and as Special Deputy to the Grand Exalted Ruler for the State of Kansas in 2001-2011 and was the Chairman of the SDGER’s

for 3 years, and

Whereas, through all these accomplishments, he has had the encouragement and support of his loving wife Linda, who has been by his side for 28 years. They have two daughters, Lea Ann Studer and Chandra Parker,

and two sons, Devin and Lane, as well as three grandchildren, Brooke, Ryan & Megan Parker, and

Whereas, he was elected to the Board of Grand Trustees in 2011, serving as Building Applications West Member, Approving Member and most recently as Vice-Chairman of the Board, and
Whereas, his dedication and passion for Elkdom, and his dedication to our Order have earned him the respect of all Elks, and
Whereas, Walter B. Linthacum represents the epitome of a true Elk and American gentleman, one who loves and serves his fellow man.

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that in grateful recognition of his valued service to Elkdom and in tribute to his character, leadership and dedication to our Order, the Board of Grand Trustees is hereby authorized and

directed by the Grand Lodge in Session to procure and present to Walter B. Linthacum, a suitable testimonial for his service, together with an engrossed copy of this Resolution, thus expressing the gratitude and respect
in which he is held by his fellow Members of the Board of Grand Trustees and the entire Membership of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America.
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President
James Capper, Overland Park

his year has certainly began with a bang! A

special thank you to Debbie Betts and the
Atchison Lodge #647 for setting us off on the right
foot at Flag Day. Despite some high waters, and
some very large rain clouds, we had a terrific cer-
emony and turn out. I highly recommend making
the trip to Atchison to visit with some friends, and
the Veterans Memorial at Riverfront Park.

Soon after, many of us traveled to Indianapolis for
the Elks National Convention. As State President, I
was very honored to be a part of the Grand Lodge
Opening Ceremony by carrying our State Flag across
the stage. I would like to offer a great deal of thanks
to Frank and Linda Springer for all their hard work,
marketering and delicious food! Everyone had such a
wonderful time and as always you two did an impec-
cable job. Volunteers sold travel cups marked with
our State Pin, raffled some very large, very nice, bas-
kets, and also sold our state pins in our hospitality
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room and we were able to raise a total of over $1000
to be used toward the KEA.

Most recently, we traveled to Park City, KS for our
Fall Kickoff Meeting. I had such a wonderful time
seeing all of you. Once again, corn-hole was a suc-
cess and I would like to thank the Ladies for taking
care of our entertainment for us. I would also like
to both commend and express my gratitude to my
General Chairman, Brenda King and her committee
for putting together a wonderful meal and hospital-
ity room for all of us. It was so nice to see some old
faces, but don’t forget to invite some new ones to our
next meeting in October!

As always, you know I must mention ENF and
membership. I am looking forward to setting a re-
cord this year in having each of our 25 Lodges meet
it’s per capita ENF goal. Chair-people, it is up to you
to spread the good word about ENE as well as it’s
programs and benefits. Remind people about your
grant opportunities and find someone new to help
you out. You would truly be surprised how many
people want to help! All you have to do is ask. Don’t
forget to check out the Elks.org website for valuable
tips, and information on all of our Grant opportuni-
ties. Remember that doing fun things brings lots of
positive attention to not only Elks, but your Lodge.
Invite non members to help with your events as well,
this can have such a huge impact on growing your
membership!

In closing, I would like to recognize each and ev-
ery one of you for all of your hard work and dedica-
tion to our organization. Without you we could not
be successful. I hope to see you all in Junction City

on October 24th-25th.

1st Vice President
Loren Anthony, El Dorado

Wﬁh Elks, Americanism is not just a word,
it’s a way of Life! We are thankful our
religious beliefs are ours, not the Government’s.
We honor those who served, or are serving our
country in the military. Without their sacrifices,
we would not have our freedom. We can fly our
beautiful American flag at our home or work site
to show everyone of those beliefs. We have the op-
portunity to live and grow with our family unit,
and not be dictated by others, where and how to
live. We can educate our children as we see fit, not
as others deem best for the country. America has
always been the most free and greatest nation in
the world. If we continue to live with these Amer-
icanism beliefs, we will remain free and prosper-
ous.

“ELKS PRIDE — COMMUNITY FOCUS”

2nd Vice President

David Foster, Pratt

reetings. It was fun seeing everyone in Park

City the middle of August. I went to KETCH
to help stuff pink tickets to mail out. There was lots
of help and an enjoyable time. Let’s support the La-
dies Major Project and sell all the pink tickets. Then
we went back to Park City for some fun and games,
the general chairmans committee did an excellent
job. Sunday morning’s meeting wasn’t very well at-
tended, but we had good meeting and we received a
lot of good information. Let’s show our support and
get more attendance at Junction City. Our local soc-
cer is underway so we can get to district then on to
state. The 1st of October is about here so let’s look
at those members who have not paid the Dues. Your
Lodge also has received the shoot out tickets. Let’s
support Jim and Fred and get them sold. Looking
at the Fall District Deputy Clinics. I hope they had
a good show so our State Sponsor Jim McQuillan
will be proud of Kansas. Remember to get out to the
Lodge and support the committees, activities, the
State Elks and KETCH. See you in Junction City.

2015-2016 Elks Drug Awareness Program

DAP Theme - “Just Don’t Do It”

Due Dates to Remember

2015

August 15, 2015 — DAP Annual Report
October 15, 2015 — Nominations for the Elks Enrique Camarena

Award

October 23-31st — Red Ribbon Week / Postcard Event (9 days but

still called a week)

2016

March 1, 2016 — Video, Essay and Poster Contests

August 1, 2016 — DAP Annual Report

October 2016 — Red Ribbon Week / Postcard Event
October 15, 2016 — Nominations for the Elks Enrique Camarena Award

NOTE: Tentative Calendar — subject to change. Any questions, please call or email: Cindy L. Walton,

913-499-5021 or drugawareness@kselks.org

Drug Awareness

Program
Cindy Walton, Overland Park

It was great seeing everyone again in Wichita.

Every year it is a struggle to get the DAP Annual
Reports from our Lodges and I know they are having
events, giving out coloring books, etc. It is important
that our Lodges are recognized for their hard work. 1
have been working with Carl Lindsey trying to make
it easier by adding the report onto the KEA website
with drop down boxes. Some of you have used this
report this year and it seem to be easier. Carl has put
a lot of time into this report to help make it easier
and I want to personally Thank him!

In addition to this report, when you have an

event where you hand out DAP brochures, basket-
balls with the DAP emblem, coloring books, etc.,
the Lodges need to give the Lodge Secretaries these
events and make sure they know it is drug awareness
so it can be added into CLMS-2. CLMS-2 will total
all events for you. CLMS-2 is the official record of a
Lodges activities and by using this it will make your
DAP Annual Report a lot easier to complete. Also,
make sure your Lodge Secretaries are putting these
activities under 1801 — Drug Awareness Program.
Please get this information out to your Lodges
and it will hopefully make completing the DAP An-
nual Report a lot less time consuming for everyone.
If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me by e-mail: c-waltonl@hotmail.com/

or 913-499-5021.
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DAP

(Drug Awareness Program)
Cindy Walton, Overland Park

I have recently finished Drug Awareness Train-
ing at Grand Lodge, and WOW was I impressed
with what we have available. The Drug Awareness
Program (DAP) is alive and well and is truthfully
getting a renewed focus from Grand Lodge. This is
great news in light of the direction so many of the
other programs seem to be headed. There are some
very good things already completed, and more im-
provements coming.

Printed Material for Distribution:

The first and most consistent message that we re-
ceived was that what we have historically focused on
for success (handing out literature) is not where our
focus should be today. Grand Lodge has entered
into a number of partnerships with other groups and
they are assisting with online and interactive infor-
mation that is much more timely and in-line with
the way the youth of today communicate.

Now with that said, we do still have access to
printed materials most of which has been or is being
updated. Your old info is not obsolete, but, there
will be new versions of some of the old materials. I
have sample copies of three of the new brochures
to this article. They are ¥ sheets printed front and
back. You will see they include links to more infor-
mation that is current and child friendly.

FaEn ey [ =
e ——————
L b
1 T T T s
LT ] a
e 1 W
uqm_u.. - >,

UNDERAGE =
RINKING -
By

diira

e e L]
B i Eo B of K,

e o ey . —

L e L L]
=t ol B ] Emranarr
e o vl | s —_——

T FT -
B ———

0 oA

We do have annual limits on how much can be
ordered by each Lodge, and each District Chair. As
District Chair persons you are entitled to order a
supply for yourself or to augment a Lodge’s supply
of materials or for your own use.

Annual Limits:

Items Lodge Limit District Chair Limit
Coloring 1,000 1,000
Books

Bookmarks 2,000 2,000
Pampbhlets 1,000 1,000
Comic Books* 250 250

Please do not order the limits unless you truly feel
you will be able to distribute the information to a
target group who will truly benefit from the informa-
tion and who will be positively impacted. All orders
still must come to me, and I can only order online.
If you send your order to me via e-mail, or include
an e-mail on the order I am now able to have Grand
Lodge update you when your order is shipped. You
can view the most current brochures on the Grand
Lodge website, they do change, so I encourage you
to continue to check back for new brochures.

* Comic Book orders that are meant to be sent to
a school. You will need to have the signature of a
School representative on the form in order to process
the order and have is sent directly to the school. The
limit is per School and the target age group is 3th
through 7th grades.

*A limited number of Comic Book kits are avail-
able for “Special Lodge Events”. The Comic book
order form has a section to indicate the nature of the
event. I need to get these approved on an individual
basis, so please leave time for these to reach me, and
be approved by the National Director prior to the
order being released.

I can request quantity overrides on a very limited
basis, so if you need more than the limits of any item,
please include a written reason as I may need to for-
ward this to the National Director for approval.
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he Kansas Elks Sunflower, published

quarterly, is the official publication of
the Kansas Elks Association, Inc., of the Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks, a fra-
ternal organization. Views and opinions ex-
pressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
those of the editor or the Kansas Elks Asso-
ciation, Inc. Materials submitted for publica-
tion are subject to review and revision by the
editor. Send items intended for publication
to the editor. Photographs or digital pictures
are accepted. Digital pictures should be sub-
mitted in .jpeg format with a minimum of 3
Meg resolution. Any questions please contact
the Editor. Electronic data can be accepted
in common formats. The Sunflower News-
paper is printed by: The Chanute Tribune /
Parsons Sun in Parsons, KS.

Deadlines for articles and content are:

Edition Due Date Pub. Date
Summer 2015  June 13 July 7

Fall 2015 Aug 17 Sept 15
Winter 2016  Nov 29 Jan 5
Spring 2016  Feb 14 Mar 23

Carl E. Lindsey Jr., Editor (Sheri)
P. O. Box 12264
Opverland Park, KS 66282-2264
913-649-6879
913-649-3347 (fax)

e-mail: celjr@everestke.net

Glenda Schaffer, Photographer (Ken)
P O. Box 774
Hoxie, KS 67740-0774
785-675-3005
email: kgschaff@outlook.com

KANSAS ELKS ASSOCIATION, INC.
a fraternal organization

James Capper, President (Melinda Baumann)
8802 W. 89th
Overland Park, KS 66212-3621
913-449-9330

capperstudios@yahoo.com

Brenda King, General Chair (Charles)
8900 Rolling Hills. Cir.
Milford, KS 66514-8900
785-762-3074
brenda.king@bnsf.com

Loren Anthony, 1st Vice (Jackie)
P O. Box 889
El Dorado, KS 67042-0889
316-320-2470
janthony3@cox.net

David Foster, 2nd Vice (Sandy)
706 Welton St
Pratt, KS 67124-1361
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dfoster54@hotmail.com

Frank Springer, Secretary (Linda)
923 S. Highland Ave.
Chanute, KS 66720-3018
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frank@frankspringer.com

Dan Demjanik, Chaplain (Robin)
7208 Summit St
Shawnee, KS 66216-3724
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mich@everestkc.net
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dove_hunter84@yahoo.com

Charles King, Sergeant at Arms (Brenda)
8900 Rolling Hills. Cir.
Milford, KS 66514-8900
785-762-3074
brenda.king@bnsf.com

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS:

We order our mailing labels through
Grand Lodge so if you have an address
change, your Lodge secretary can make
that change for you through CLMS2.
Thanks!

SPECIAL NOTE:

If your Lodge isnt mentioned in this
edition;

1) Articles were not submitted by your
Lodge

2) 'The Editor did not receive any of your
Lodge bulletins

3) therewasn'tany charitableorbenevolent
news included in your bulletins. Please
submit bulletins and articles to the editor
so they may be published.

Scan this code with
your smartphone
or mobile device to
visit www.kselks.org
and this Sunflower.
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Grand Exalted Ruler
Ronald L. Hicks
Fredericksburg, Virginia Lodge No. 875

BIOGRAPHY OF RONALD L. HICKS
GRAND EXALTED RULER 2015 - 2016
Benevolent and Protective Order

of Elks of the U.S.A.

Ronald L. (Ron) Hicks was born, and continues
to live, in Fredericksburg, Virginia. The son of M.
Emory Hicks and the late Annie Mae Hicks, he has
one sister, Carole Anne Hicks. He graduated from
Spotsylvania High School in 1964. Also a graduate
of Chowan Junior College (now Chowan Univer-
sity) in North Carolina and Lynchburg College in

Virginia, he received his law degree from the Uni-
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versity of Richmond Law School, Richmond, VA,
in 1972.

Ron has practiced law in the Fredericksburg Area
for over 40 years, currently serving Of Counsel to
the law firm of Jarrell Hicks & Waldman. He is re-
tired from the active practice of law, devoting most
of his time to other business interests, including Jar-
rell Properties, LLC, a residential and commercial
development and management company. Through-
out his legal career, he maintained a general prac-
tice, with emphasis on criminal and civil litigation,
corporate and real estate law. Ron’s law office, built
circa 1790 and located at Spotsylvania Courthouse,
was the headquarters for Confederate General Jubal
Early during nearby battles of the Civil War. Freder-
icksburg is proudly known as “America’s Most His-
toric City” and the Fredericksburg Area is filled with
history of the Colonial, Revolutionary and Civil
War periods.

Ron served as Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors for Union Bank & Trust Company and Union
Bankshares Corporation for 25 years, and currently
serves as Vice-Chairman of the Bankshares Board
and is serving on its Executive and Compensation
Committees. Ron is also Chairman of the Board of
Directors of The Riverside Center for the Perorming
Arts and serves on the Board of Trustees of Chowan
University. In addition, Ron has served, or is serving,
on numerous other community, civic and business
Boards and Committees. He is a former member of
the Virginia Army Air National Guard. An avid golf-
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er and sports fan, Ron played baseball throughout
his college years, and has coached many youth sports
teams in baseball, softball, basketball, and soccer, in-
cluding select or travel teams. A former President of
the Battlefield Basketball Officials Association, he
has refereed youth, high school, and adult basket-
ball, and umpired youth baseball and softball.

Ron was initiated into Fredericksburg, Virginia,
Lodge #875 in February, 1972. He has served on
numerous Committees, including the House Com-
mittee and Board of Trustees, advanced through the
Officer Chairs, and served as Exalted Ruler in 2002-
03. He served as Chairman or Co-Chairman for a
number of Lodge construction projects, including
the construction a new Lodge facility in 1997, and
as Co-Chairman of the Lodge’s 100-year Celebra-
tion in 2003. A former Elk of the Year, he is an Hon-
orary Life Member, and remains very active in the
Lodge. He is also an Associate Member of Orlando,
Florida, Lodge #1079.

At the State Level, Ron became active with the
Virginia Elks Association with his appointment as
Association Inner Guard. He has served as State
Legal Advisor and on numerous Committees, Vice
President of the Central District, and was elected
Virginia State President in 2009. He has been rec-
ognized by the Association as Officer of the Year and
Elk of the Year, won the Eleven O’clock Toast Con-
test, and currently serves as Chairman of the VEA
Board of Trustees and as General Chairman of the
State Orientation Committee.
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At the Grand Lodge Level, Ron has served as
District Deputy for the Central District of Virginia
and as a Certified Ritual Judge. In 2005, he was ap-
pointed to the Committee On Judiciary, represent-
ing Area 3, an experience that introduced him to,
and allowed him to work with, many Lodges and
Elk members throughout the Southeastern United
States, as well as other areas of the Country.

In 2010, Ron was elected to a four-year term on
the Board of Grand Trustees, serving as Chairman
of the Board in 2013-2014. While on the Board, he
was appointed to serve as Building Applications —
East Member, Investment and Pension Member, and
Home Member prior to his election as Chairman.
During his time on the Board, he orked diligently
with other Board Members to resolve significant
issues at the Elks National Home in Bedford, VA.
This effort resulted in the Home being opened to the
public in 2012 to help increase the number of resi-
dents, and led to its eventual sale in August 2014.

Ron married his high school sweetheart, Nancy
Jeanne Camper, on April 12, 1969, and they are
now celebrating 46 wonderful and eventful years to-
gether. Ron and Nancy have three children, Joseph,
Jason and Anne Kathryn, and they have been further
blessed with eight grandchildren. Nancy, Joseph and
Jason are also members of the Fredericksburg Elks
Lodge, and Joseph and Jason are both Past Exalted
Rulers of the Lodge. Ron and Nancy are life-long
members of Fairview Baptist Church.

“ELKS PRIDE — COMMUNITY FOCUS”

SDGER Message

Charles Buechman, Larned

As I stated in my last article for the Kansas Elks
Sunflower, I am extremely disappointed in the num-
ber of Kansas Elks Lodges that did not send a repre-
sentative as required by our Grand Lodge Statutes to
the Grand Lodge Convention in Indianapolis. I truly
believe that some of you have become so accustom to
saying the Lodge cannot afford to send your Exalted
Ruler that you believe it is an acceptable practice. 1
am telling you once again, Section 12.120 says: “The
representative to the Grand Lodge shall attend the
Annual Session thereof and submit a report to the

Lodge not later than the first regular meeting in Oc-
tober. The Lodge shall pay its representative not less
than the amount provided for transportation and
per diem while necessarily engaged in travel and for
each day actually spent in attendance at the Session,
as provided in Section 4.240.” If your Lodge is one
of the Lodges who did not send your Exalted Ruler
or an alternate representative to Grand Lodge your
Lodge is in violation of the Grand Lodge Statutes
and subject to being placed on probation by Grand
Lodge. We had eleven (11) Lodges not in attendance
with only one of those having a legitimate excuse.
Go back to your Lodge and hold a couple of fund-
raisers to help send your representative to Houston
next year.

At the Legislative Session there were 18 resolutions
presented and voted upon. 15 of those resolutions
passed and are now a part of the Grand Lodge Stat-
utes. Most of the resolutions were “housekeeping”
in nature and passed without any debate. The first
of the three that failed would have allowed Lodges
to recognize organizations other than ladies groups
to be auxiliaries. This was a Constitutional matter
and required a 2/3 majority vote to pass and it only
received a simple majority, thus it failed. The other
two resolutions that failed would have allowed “social
facilities” to remain open during regular Lodge ses-
sions and to meet only monthly if approved in your
bylaws. Again, those resolutions did NOT pass.

Two of the resolutions that passed changed the two
months that are allowed for a reduced reinstatement
fee and initiation fee from having to be consecutive.
For those Lodges that allow “six-months” dues, reso-
lution #15 provides that any member who is delin-
quent in the payment of any amount of dues during
the month of March shall only be dropped during
the month of March. In other words, if you collect
6-months dues and the second half is not paid, you
need to drop those members before the first of April
and get them off of your rolls. I encourage everyone
to go to the Elks website and go to Grand Lodge
Convention and find the Grand Lodge Convention
News for Wednesday and review all of the changes
that were approved. Also, while there, the front page
of the Monday through Thursday editions summa-
rizes the previous days business session very well.

You are now halfway through the Lodge year. How
are you coming on the goals that you set for the year?
I remind the officers, make sure that you are com-
mitted to the responsibilities of attending meetings,
not just at your Lodge, but also the District Deputy
Clinics, the KEA Leadership Seminar and the other
meetings of the Kansas Elks Association. You have
that responsibility to your Lodge. The Advisory
Committee asked that the Elks Leadership Seminar
be held in conjunction with all three District Deputy
Clinics. The date has been set for March 5-6 at a site
to be determined. There is no reason every Lodge

should not be represented by the four required offi-
cers at both the Leadership Seminar and the District
Deputy Clinics which will be held on consecutive
days with the KEA paying for two motel rooms for
each Lodge. Make your plans now to attend and do
no