
Fraternally yours,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Welcome to April, the new year for our Lodge and our new Officers. Thank you
all for your support, I am honored to serve you again, for this new year as Exalted Ruler. 
We are so thrilled to have new faces on our board! Welcome Esteemed Loyal Knight,
Daniel Ward, a 50-year member and last year’s Elk of the Year. Esteemed Lecturing
Knight, Ricky Gray, Five-year Trustee and PER, Clinton Flint, we are so excited to have
you on board, thank you for your commitment to our Lodge! It is with great pleasure to
announce the recipients for the following awards- Officer of the Year, Andy Lopez, Elk of
the Year, James (Mike) Hogan and Citizen of the Year, Katherine Popplewell. Much
deserved to all, thank you for your outstanding performance and dedication to our
Lodge.

The kids Easter bunny party was awesome, we had a full house and super happy
kids, last year’s Citizen of the Year, Bob Kobe was a terrific DJ and had the kids rocking
& rolling, Esteemed Leading Knight, PER Karen Johnson, had the kids hopping and
was a spectacular Easter Bunny, thank you both! Lori Bump did an outstanding job in
planning, organizing and running the party, everyone had a great time, thank you Lori
Bump!

Don’t forget to join us for our Kentucky Derby/Cinco De Mayo party for food, fun
and drinks on Saturday, May 4th, doors open at 4:00 p.m. Please bring a dish to pass.
We have the following positions available, Inner guard, Tiler and Esquire, please
consider taking a position, it does not take much time and your Lodge needs you!
Bartenders are also needed, please call me if interested or have any questions at 708-
990-1766. Let’s make this year memorable, we certainly can make that happen with
your support! GOD BLESS
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2024-2025 Lodge Officers



Old Timers Report
New Members for 

the 2023-2024 Lodge Year

Jacqueline Tyler Divecchio
Rachel Doyle

Susan Hawkins
Michael Fichter

Abel Herrera
Lucianna Herrera

Sean Hopkins
Daniel Loughran
Enzio Mannaioni

Kimberly Feeney-Mitchell
James Nevin

Renee Parzgnat
Karen Plyman 
Greg Wietting

Via Reinstatement

Rick Chapman
Mark Loomis

Via Transfer

Mike Darcy-Oak Lawn Lodge #2254

Scholarship News:  The IEA has concluded its 
judging for the 2024 MVS Contest.  The lodge 
has two winners at the state level:  George 
Werderich and Alena Schertz. Cameron  
Delpage was a district award winner.  Congrats 
to all three and good luck to both George and 
Alena.

60 Day Reinstatement Info:  All  secretaries are 
required by GLS 14.180 to send 60 day 
reinstatement notice letters to members dropped in 
March for non-payment of dues.  These members 
may be reinstated as a member in good standing 
with payment of the delinquent and current year 
dues.  Questions, contact your lodge secretary.

Congratulations to our Award 
Winners at Lodge #296

2023-2024

Officer
 Of 

The Year

Andy 
Lopez

2023-2024

 Elk 
Of

The Year

Mike
Hogan

2023-2024

Citizen
Of

The Year

Katie 
Popplewell

In 2023-24, the Community Investment 
Programs (CIP) approved 4,192 Beacon, 
Gratitude and Spotlight Grants; this 
amounted to nearly $12.5 million 
granted.  Eight five percent of the lodges 
received at least one grant (including 
JOLIET #296. 





April 12th

Join us for a fun night of Trivia on the second 
Friday of every month.  Trivia starts at 7 but arrive 
early to get your table and something to drink.  You 
can bring your own snacks or food is available for 
purchase.

Last month’s winner: The Birds

Past Trivia Question:  What is the one ingredient 
that turns regular mustard into Dijon mustard? 

Wine

Wii Bowling
Saturday,  April 27th

No experience necessary!

Starts at 7pm the fourth Saturday of the month! 

Come join the fun!

The Officers and Members join in 
extending best wishes and forever 
happiness on your birthday and in 
the upcoming year! 

4/3-Michael Smith
4/14-Jennifer Bertino Tarrant

4/15-Michael Bertnik
4/16-Tom Manos

4/16-Nick Minarich
4/16-Peggy Mitchell

4/19-Bob Kobe
4/21-Anthony Christos
4/22-Daniel Loughran

4/22-David Schultz
4/24-Colleen Miller
4/26-John Pearson
4/28-Paul Onderisin

4/30-John Roche



there!

Don’t forget we have a 
gaming room here at the 
Elks Lodge.  Try your luck 
today!



 



1-708-906-6227


