
Lodge Meetings 
March 

Tuesday, 3rd, 7:00pm 
Tuesday 17th, 7:00pm 

 

Lounge 

Mon - Thu 4 - Close 
Fri & Sat 2pm—Midnight 

Sunday Noon—8pm 
401/821-9807 

 

Kim Johnson, Sec. 
Secretary’s Office 
secretary@elks1697.org 

401/821-1699 
 

Kitchen 
Open Fri 6-9pm 

Last Monday 6-9pm 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Scott W. Shippee 

newsletter@elks1697.org 
401/529-0678 

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks 

West Warwick No. 1697 

60 Clyde Street · West Warwick · Rhode Island · 02893 

Members All 
 
A great year has passed and a new year about to 
begin. 
 
April 11th is West Warwick’s installation of officers, 
see the poster inside for information. 
 
MORE new members will be initiated at our second 

March meeting on St. Patrick's Day, Tuesday, March 17th @ 7:00pm, 
come out to support our officers and the new candidates and raise a beer in 
the Irish tradition. 
 
Looking forward to a another year full of events and the Elks usual warm 
hospitality. 
 
Thanks to everyone that has assisted in making our lodge stronger. & 
thank you for all your support this year. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Billy Griffin 
Exalted Ruler 
 
 
 
 
 

Exalted Ruler’s Message 

Queen of Hearts 

Every 

Wednesday @ 7 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 

 

2026-2027 membership dues letters have been sent 
out and many “early birds” have returned them 
already!  
 
Dues payments must be paid prior to April 1st! If 
you have not received yours because of changed 
contact information, please reach out to me so I 
can update your lodge records. Also, if you know 
of a member who has been hospitalized, moved into a nursing home, or passed 
away, please be sure to let me know this information for the record. 
 

March is our Elks end of the year wrap up when all lodge reports are due to 
Grand Lodge. Please reach out to your stray brother and sister Elk and encourage 
them to stay the course by continuing to keep their membership, support Elks 
charities and to become an active Elk. 
 

There are many lodge committees looking for leadership as well as helpers to 
help make them successful. New ideas for events and activities are encouraged 
as well as keeping up the tried and true events. I encourage you all to join a 
committee or two this year and share your skills!  Better yet, come to the lodge 
meetings and hear what’s happening so you can be an active participant.  
 

Secretary office hours vary weekly. The best way to reach me is by email at 
secretaryww1697@gmail.com or phone 821-1699/ 821-9807 to discuss any 
membership issues. 

 

Yours in Elkdom, 

Kimberly C. Johnson 
Lodge Secretary 

 

 

 

mailto:secretaryww1697@gmail.com
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Starting in January 2026, the WW lodge will be joining the national Elks billing 

program that will send automatic member dues letters with the option of 

paying by check or credit card.  Dues letters may look slightly different than 

what you are used to but all pertinent information will be included in the bill. 

This process will better serve our members who choose to use credit cards as 

payment methods.   

The Grand Lodge Membership & Marketing optional billing program was 

designed to make the membership renewal process more modern. It offers 

more customization. It is far less expensive. It offers more modern options for 

Members to pay dues and make donations.   

The lounge POS register will no longer accept any payments for dues 

with credit cards with this new program.   

Pay your 2026-2027 dues online! 

It’s faster and more secure than checks and cash. 

 

1.Go to https://www.elks.org/payonline 

2. Search and select your Lodge 

3. Choose “Make One Time Payment” 

4. Simply enter your Member Number to make a payment 

5. Enter your Email Address 

6. Select the amount to pay 

7. Select your payment method 

8. Click Pay - you’re done! 

 

If you need help making a payment, ask your Secretary. 

You can also contact DirectBiller support directly: 

Phone: 617-393-5300 x2 

Email: ops_support@aliaswire.com 

NOTICE 
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Membership Corner 

Name ...................................... Next Steps ................... Proposed By 

Harry  Card ................................................... Proposed; Awaiting Investigation ..................... Shookfun Sharon Tai 

Karen  Chappell   ......................................... Proposed; Awaiting Investigation  ........................... Audrey  Amryan 

Andrea  Cicerchia   ......................................... Elected; Awaiting Orientation  ............................ Christina  Moyers 

Ryan C DeLuca   ............................................. Elected; Awaiting Orientation  ..................................... Paul  Counts 

Angela  Denton   ............................................. Elected; Awaiting Orientation  ............................ Christina  Moyers 

Lou -Ann  Hooper   ....................................... Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .......................... William  Griffin Jr. 

Dylan L Kritter  .............................................. Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .............................. Scott W Shippee 

Cynthia  Landry   .......................................... Proposed; Awaiting Investigation  ............................ Stephen  Landry 

Troy William Mello   .................................... Proposed; Awaiting Investigation  .......................... Lorraine  Maggio 

Bal A Mercurio   .............................................. Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .............................Charles M Brown 

Denise  Pappa  ................................................ Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .......................... William  Griffin Jr. 

Karen L Paul   .............................................. Proposed; Awaiting Investigation  ................................ Sara  Stedman 

Nancy J Peck   ............................................... Elected; Awaiting Orientation S ........................ hookfun Sharon Tai 

Joseph  Rosati   ................................................ Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .......................... William  Griffin Jr. 

Patrick  Ryan   .............................................. Proposed; Awaiting Investigation  .......................... David P Thibault 

Shirley  Simpanen   ......................................... Elected; Awaiting Orientation  ............................... Richard  Rapoza 

Valorie  Spellman   .......................................... Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .......................... William  Griffin Jr. 

Jacob  Waldron   ............................................. Elected; Awaiting Orientation  .......................... William  Griffin Jr. 

Amanda  Wilmouth   ................................... Proposed; Awaiting Investigation  ....................... William  Griffin Jr. 

Total in Process: 19 

Information is as of  March 1, 2026 

Candidates scheduled for initiation, please arrive 15-20 minutes early 

 

Life Membership Eligibility 
 

Life Membership is not automatic. Please send an email to 
(secretaryww1697@gmail.com) or a letter to the Lodge Secretary to re-
quest Life Membership.  Current eligible members are: 

 

George A. Rogers    member # 1702    34 years 
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23 Scott Shippee  

24 Cynthia Dean  

24 Maryjane Young  

25 Chris Saunders  

26 William Griffin Jr. 

26 Lionel Nunes  

27 Laura Tashjian  

28 Harry Fontaine  

28 James Hines  

29 David Molusis  

30 Jacqueline Brodeur  

30 Paul Counts  

14 Joyce Gaulin  

17 Alfred Detri Jr. 

18 Kathy Cruz  

18 Norman Picard  

19 Tim Rue  

20 Leslie Hart  

21 Roger Champagne Jr. 

22 Cory Gonsalves  

22 Robert Gubala  

22 Joshua Wright  

23 Michael Aceto  

01 Richard James  

01 Dean Ruzzano  

03 Thomas West  

05 Barbara Hines  

06 Carl Rainone  

06 Philip Reynolds  

08 Jared Rachko  

08 Raymond Theriault  

09 Barbara Brouillard  

09 Albert Guindon  

09 Guillermo Lugo  

14 Nicole Ewing  

Are you a member in good standing? 

Come in for a Complimentary Beverage 
during the month for your birthday! 
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Wow a whole year has passed for us Elks it is 
unbelievable the number of things that we 

have done this year we should be so proud as an 
organization. 

 

Our community service program could not have been so 
successful this year without all 

the members and family and friends that have donated 
their time and items and resources. 

 

I would like to give a big shoutout to Thursday night's cooking crew because we could not 

have had some of the events and donated without them and to our members for coming 

down every Thursday to buy from us it is unbelievable and it's such a great time. I'd like to 

thank the Rhody Baggers also for coming and supporting us on Thursdays and all the time 

that they give for our community as elk members and non-Elk members. 

We cannot wait for another year of planning community events in the works we are 

planning a dinner for the Ms. Dream Center, a dinner for special needs, a dance for Roofs 

for Ruckus we are also and started planning for veterans’ dinner and multiple community 

events for the year 2026/27. 

 

Right now, we have items being collected for the Ms. Dream Center of Rhode Island in our 

lobby it is a great organization, and we are honored to be able to help them at this time of 

need. The collection will end on April 6, I plan to have multiple committee meetings on 

input and planning things for our lodge so please attend and give your input we can only do 

what we can, and I need help from our members. 

 

We will be working with the grant writing team to help in community service also with also 

with the membership committee to get people on board for the community service 

committee I cannot thank you enough for all the support that you have given me at this time 

I cannot wait again for another fantastic year at this great lodge. 

 

We have logged thousands of hours in thousands of dollars for our community event let's 

beat this next year thank you all for all your time and dedication here is to a new Elk year. 

 

Hollie Torpey 

Lecturing Night 

Community Service Chairman 
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If you are planning a Baby Shower, Birthday Party, 
Wedding or any type of Family Event and need great 

space, the West Warwick Elks is the place to be.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make arrangements for your  
Special Day, contact  

Carolyn Dagenais at 401-965-1745 



Page 8 B.P.O.E. West Warwick No. 1697 

 

Austin Murphy, PER is at the Greenwood Nursing home, and appreciates visits 
and card. 

 

Tom Gaulin has been very ill.  Prayers and thoughts to him & his family 

 

To all of our members that are sick or otherwise in distress, know that you are in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

 

If you know someone that is sick or in distress, please contact the Leading Knight 

Sickness & Distress 

Page 8  
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Official Caterer of  
West Warwick Elks 1697 

 

Weekly Specials 
Friday Evenings & 

Last Monday of the Month 
 
 

Contact them for your event 

401/258-3891 
PERM 

Around the State 

Tri-City 14 ............................... State Meeting ............................. March 27, 2026 

Eastham, MA ........................ State Convention ......... 04/24 thru 04/26/2026 

South Kingstown 1899 ........ State Meeting .................................. May 29, 2026 
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Got a Business? 

Advertise in the  

West Warwick Elks 

Newsletter!! 

 

12 issues a year 

 

1/4 Page ($70/year)  

1/2 Page ($130/year) 

Full Page ($240/year) 

 

Outside Back cover is full 

page only ($50/month) 

 

If Interested, call the editor 

Scott Shippee — 401-529-0678 

 

Custom Embroidery 

Shirts · Hats · Jackets 
T-Shirts for Charity Events 

Give us a call!! 
Denise or Scott 

401-642-6896 

Exp 5/26 

Exp 9/25 

 

1745 Main Street—West Warwick RI 

Phone: (401) 821-7285 

————————————- 

3003 West Shore Road—Warwick RI 

Phone: (401) 773-7113 

Gels Kitchen 

Monday thru Friday 7am until 2pm 

Breakfast & Lunch 

—————————— 

Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 7am until 1pm 

Breakfast Only 

Exp 4/26 

Rhode Island  
Heat Treating &  

Black Oxide  
 

Atmosphere &  
Vacuum Heat Brazing  

Surface Enhancement  

Vacuum Oil/Gas Quench  

Heat Treating Specialties  
 

81 Aldrich Street —Providence RI  

Phone: 401- 467- 9200 

http://riheattreating.com  
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Appointed Committee Chairs for 2025—2026  
Updates will occur as official changes are provided to the Newsletter Editor 

 

Accident Prevention ................................................................................................................................ Thomas Palucha 

Americanism ..................................................................................................................................... Kimberly C. Johnson 

Auditing & Accounting ....................................................................................................................... Joyce Gaulin, PER 

Business Practices ................................................................................................................................... Billy Griffin, ER 

Bylaws .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

Community Activities .................................................................................................................................. Hollie Torpey 

Convention ............................................................................................................................................ William Griffin, ER 

Credentials ............................................................................................................................................ William Griffin, ER 

Drug Awareness ............................................................................................................................... Kimberly C. Johnson  

Elks Memorial Day .............................................................................................................................. Jack Daniels, PER  

Elks National Foundation ..................................................................................................................... Billy Griffin, ER 

Flag Day ................................................................................................................................................ William Griffin, ER  

GER Visitation.................................................................................................................................. Kimberly C. Johnson 

Golf ................................................................................................................................................................ Richard Castaldi 

Government Relations ............................................................................................................................ Billy Griffin, ER 

Hoop Shoot ................................................................................................................................................ Robert Medeiros  

House .......................................................................................................................................................... Lorrie Methaney 

Lodge Activities ....................................................................................................................................... Scott W. Shippee 

Membership Development...................................................................................................................... Thomas Zampa 

Newsletter Editor .................................................................................................................................... Scott W. Shippee 

PER Association ......................................................................................................................... Darlene Chilinski, PDD 

Public Relations ...................................................................................................................................... Scott W. Shippee  

Ritualistic ...................................................................................................................................... Darlene Chilinski, PDD 

Scholarship ......................................................................................................................................... Kimberly C. Johnson  

Soccer .................................................................................................................................................. Kimberly C. Johnson  

Standing Relief .................................................................................................................................... William Griffin, ER 

State Major Project 365 ............................................................................................................................. Thomas Zampa 

Technology ............................................................................................................................................... Scott W. Shippee 

Travel Club ................................................................................................................................... Darlene Chilinski, PDD 

Veterans Services ..................................................................................................................................... Billy Griffin, ER 

Youth Activities ................................................................................................................................ Kimberly C. Johnson  

To join any of these committees, contact the chair or lodge secretary. Log into the Elks.org website for 
in depth details about all of the above committees and what you can do to support them.  

(Updated July 2025) 
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You have heard the tolling of  
eleven strokes. 

 
This is to remind us that with 
Elks, the hour of  eleven has a 

tender significance. 
 

Wherever Elks may roam, 
whatever their lot in life may be, 

when this hour falls upon the 
dial of  night, the great heart of  

Elkdom swells and throbs. 
 

It is the golden hour of  
recollection, the homecoming 

of  those who wander, the mystic 
roll call of  those who will come 

no more. 
 

Living or dead, Elks are never 
forgotten, never forsaken. 

 
Morning and noon may pass 
them by, the light of  day sink 
heedlessly in the West, but ere 
the shadows of  midnight shall 
fall, the chimes of  memory will 

be pealing forth the friendly 
message, 

 

“To our absent members.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 2024 

Joseph Janton 
Initiated September 8, 1964 

Exalted Ruler 1978 

 
December 2024 

Arthur Bryant 
Initiated July 12, 1985 

 
March 2025 

Kent H. Degraide 
Initiated October 12, 2020 

Esteemed Loyal Knight 
 

David F. Waldeck, Jr 
Initiated Narch 12, 2020 

 

May 2025 
John J. Fattorusso 

Initiated November 3, 1991 
Exalted Ruler 1995 

District Deputy 2007 
 

December 2025 
Robert J. MacDonald 
Initiated October 19, 1983 

 



Lodge Officers 
2025-2026 

Exalted Ruler ............................................................................. W. “Billy” Griffin 

Leading Knight........................................................................................................  

Loyal Knight ................................................................... E.W. Sterling Graham III 

Lecturing Knight .............................................................................. Hollie Torpey 

Secretary ............................................................................... Kimberly C. Johnson 

Treasurer ......................................................................................... Tina Santanelli  

Esquire .......................................................................................... Scott W Shippee 

Chaplin .......................................................................................... Maryjane Young 

Inner Guard ................................................................. Raymond L. Bourbonniere 

Tiler ..........................................................................................................................  

1 year Trustee ..................................................................................... David Scotti 

2 year Trustee ................................................................................. Carol Degraide 

3 year Trustee .................................................................................. Donald Torpey 

4 year Trustee ......................................................................... Thomas Palucha, Jr. 

5 year Trustee ...................................................................................... Paul Counts 

State Trustee ................................................................. Richard M. Michaud, PER 

District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler .............................. Chris Heiner, DDGER 

Page 18 B.P.O.E. West Warwick No. 1697 

The public relations committee meets the 4th Tuesday of  
the month at the lodge now at 6:30.   

 

We were supposed to have a new newsletter format this 
month, however, I had issues with the reformatting.  Stay 

tuned for a new format in April 

 

 Scott, Newsletter Editor & Chairman, Public Relations Committee 
 

HAPPY ST. PATRICKS DAY 
Happy St. Josephs Day 


