Franklin Lodge of Elks
“Big E Newsletter”

Franklin Lodge #1280 since June 25, 1912
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Dear Members All,
LODGE OFFICERS Thank you to everyone who joined us to ring in the New Year at the Lodge! It was a

Exalted Ruler: Steven Bourdeau (Chair) wonderful night filled with good friends, great food, and plenty of laughter. Moments
Leading Knight: Lauric Nadeau (Chair) . . . . .

Loyal Knight: Mike Emerson (Chair) like these remind us how special our Elk family truly is. As we move forward, we hope
Lecturing Knighe: Judich Gerrior (Chair) all our members and their families are enjoying a happy, healthy, and wonderful start

Secretary: Winnie Emerson
Treasurer: Karen Goss to 2026. There is much to look forward to in the months ahead, and we are excited

Tiler: Tony Bl .
T about what this new year holds for our Lodge.
isquire: Rich Bourdeau

Chaplin: Mike LaRoche

Inner Guard: Mike Roderic} . L . . . . .
e uand e Rodenes Officer nominations will be held at our February 11th meeting, with voting taking

TRUSTEES place at the February 25th meeting. If you are interested in holding a position within
Doug Ricard - PER,PDD - 5 YR . . . o
Joe - éi;hain[)ERVPDD}SP YR the Lodge, please take time to speak with any of the current officers. Getting involved,
Dan Trombly -3 YR stepping up, and taking pride in your Lodge is how we continue to grow and succeed
pp P p y
Nancy LaBonte - PER,PDD - 2 YR
Jeftrey Davis -Chair, PER 1 YR together‘
GRILLE MANAGER We are once again proud to host the State Hoop Shoot on February 1, 2026, at
p p ry
Rich Bourdean Franklin Middle School, with a luncheon and awards ceremony at the Lodge to
HOUSE COMMITTEE follow. This is an important event for our Lodge and our youth, and volunteers will be

Shirley LaRoche - Chair
Richard Davis, Jr- Co-Chair
Scott Bedard - Secretary

f?"i‘;d%'n'iil;i“zd We also have two large hall rentals coming up on February 7th and February 21st.
Steve Davis These events require many helping hands. If you haven’t yet had the chance to get
David Yeo involved, this would be a great opportunity to volunteer and support your Lodge.
Please reach out to Nancy LaBonte at 603-455-7289 if you can offer a lending hand.
Thank you to everyone who continues to give their time, energy, and dedication, we

truly could not do it without you.

needed to make it a success.

EVENTS COORDINATOR
Stacey Partridge

ENTERTAINMENT
_]ef‘f‘l)avis, PER
Additionally, there will be a Lodge Initiation at the February 11, 2026 meeting

performed by Past Exalted Rulers. If you proposed a new member, please plan to
attend and support them as they take the oath and officially become part of our Elk

NEWSLETTER
Katie Charron

EMAIL ADDRESS

bpoerz8o@metrocast.net family. Getting involved and lending a hand is what makes this Lodge great.
WEB ADDRESS
www.clks.org/1280 Please mark your calendars for our Mortgage Burning Ceremony on March 21, 2026.
This significant achievement is possible thanks to the continued support of our past
The Board of Directors consists of: and present members. A light lunch will follow the ceremony.
The 4 Chair Officers, Trustees, Yours in Elkdom,
Secretary & Treasurer Steve Bourdeau, ER

THE FAULTS OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WE WRITE UPON THE SAND, THEIR
VIRTUES UPON THE TABLETS OF LOVE AND MEMORY.

CHARITY - JUSTICE - BROTHERLY IOVE - FIDELITY
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February may be the shortest month of the year, but it is certainly one of our busiest. The Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks proudly celebrates its birthday in February, and it is also the month when Lodges
nominate and elect officers for the coming year. Nominations will be held on February 11th, with elections
taking place on February 25th. February is also Past Exalted Ruler’s Month, and the next initiation will be
conducted by our PERs.

Dues notices for the upcoming year will be mailed soon by the Grand Lodge, so please keep an eye out. Be
sure to review your renewal and confirm that all information is correct. Dues are payable by April 1st.
Per Capita and Fees for 2026-2027
The following per capita and fees will be due for each member for the coming year:
* Regular Members: $89.50
e Life Members (30+ years): $44.50

We are proud to welcome many new Elk members, and we encourage all members to attend Lodge
meetings. Come observe, listen, and learn how the Lodge operates. Meetings are where we vote on new
members, approve community donations, and hear important committee reports. Participation is a great
way to stay informed and involved, you’ll learn a lot!

If you are able to donate an item for Bob Nicol’s upcoming fundraiser scheduled for February 28th, please
contact Ed Heath or myself as soon as possible. Any contribution is greatly appreciated.

Good news! Digital Elks membership cards are now available on elks.org. If you haven’t registered on the
website yet, please take a few minutes to do so and enjoy easy access to your membership card and other
helpful member features.

Fun Fact: How the Elks Began

In 1867, a small group of actors and entertainers who enjoyed one another’s company began meeting on
Sundays for their own amusement. They called themselves the Jolly Corks. When one of their members
passed away shortly before Christmas, leaving his wife and children destitute, the group realized their
fellowship could serve a greater purpose.

On February 16, 1868, they formed the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Now, 158 years later, we
continue that mission,serving those in need and living by the motto “Elks Care - Elks Share.”
We are THE Elks!

| would like 1o extend sincere well wishes for those who are sick and heartfelt Fr.ﬂte.rﬂd//y ’
Winnie Emerson
sympm%y fo anyone who has lost a loved one. Lodge Secretary
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Y
: i _ Nancy’s Culinary Chronicles... v Our Volunteers Are the Heart of Our Team
We need your help! If you can lend a hand with kitchen prep, serving, or cleanup to support our successful
catering services, please reach out to Nancy LaBonte at 603-455-7289 or leave a message with Winnie
Emerson at 603-934-3661. Every bit of help makes a difference and strengthens our community programs.

Thank you for your support! Nancy LaBonte, PER, PDD, Catering Chairman

February 6" - 80" BIRTHDAY PARTY - 40 GUESTS
February 7" - TRAPPERS DINNER - 180+ GUESTS
February 21" - WHITETAIL DINNER - 180+ GUESTS

CATERING THE FRANKLIN ELKS OFFERS PROFESSIONAL CATERING SERVICES
B - e e Planning a wedding or special event? Let the professionals at Franklin Lodge of Elks

#1280 bring quality and excellence to your celebration. From hors d’oeuvres and salads to entrees and

desserts fit for royalty, we’ll ensure your event is truly memorable. For more information, contact our
Function Coordinator, Stacey Partridge, at 603-934-9852, leave a message at 603-934-3661, or email us at

BPOE1280@metrocast.net. Let us help make your special day extraordinary!

ROLLING WITH THE
ELKS RIDERS

FUNDRAISING EVENT

To Benefit - Bob “Piclkle” Nicol

Hello Elks Riders and all Elks Lodge members!

The Elks Riders will be hosting a function in the hall on

April 4th. This event will serve as a fundraiser to award

LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS ITEMS Franklin Elks Lodge #1280

two $500 scholarships to local students. The meal for

HAND CRAFTED COFFEE TABLE . . . .
the evening will be announced soon, with more details

% to follow in the near future.

As winter settles in, things have been relatively quiet

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

RESTAURANT GIFT CARDS

LOTTERY TICKETS

AND MUCH MUCH MORE

o for the Elks Riders.

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE %

We are also beginning to make plans for our annual

Blessing of the Bikes. We are tentatively aiming for
February 28,2026 FRANKLIN ELKS LODGE #1280

400PM-10:00PM 125 N. Main St, Franklin NH 03235 May 23rd, with May 30th reserved as a rain date.

Additional information will be shared after I speak

Join us for an inspiring evening filled with:

Pork Roast Dinner & Music LIVE & SILENT Auctions

IF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY WAY WITH A DONATION PLEASE REACH OUT TO
Ed Heath @ 603-393-5674 or Winnie Emerson @ 603-934-3661

TICKETS ON SALE AT THE BAR $25.00 COVERS MEAL AND BAND
$10.00 for Band Only

with Deacon Tom.

PLEASE RIDE SAFE AND PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR ANY AND ALL
BIKES GOING ON A RIDE, THANK YOU ALL!! MAY GOD BLESS
USALL!

Bear LaClair
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February %

s Care — glbs Share 2 O 2 6

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
' BREAKFAST  ° ’ “ s ¢ !
. . . 80th BIRTHDAY TRAPPERS
7:00-10:30 AM Ace of Clubs Bingo doors PARTY DINNER
STATE HOOP 7:00 pm open at 4:30 - VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS
Bingo starts @ NEEDED NEEDED
SHOOT 6:00pm 40+ GUESTS 180+ GUESTS
Cribbage League
12:00 pm
8 9 10 n 12 1] 14
. Crafters 1-3 pm House Comm. e . .
Ace of Clubs Bingo doors BOD Meeti Social - Ham
. i ¢ -
Cribbage League 7:00 pm open at 4:30 - 00 PM © . 3y /et
. : Dinner, potatoes, a "S
12:00 pm Bingo starts @ Lodge Meetin ies & roll ’
House Committee 6:00pm NOl\%IINATIOI\Igé veggies & rolls %9
5:30 pm & INITIATION TINA]J. & NUFF
7:00 PM SAID
3 16 7 18 19 20 21 Entertainment
_ KARAOKE with
BREAKFAST Ace of Clubs Bingo doors DEAN WARD
: . : t4:30 - i ;
7:00-10:30 AM 7:00 pm opena Riders Meeting WHITETAIL
. Bingo starts @ 5:30 pm DINNER
Cribbage League 6:00pm VOLUNTEERS
12:00 pm NEEDED
100 GUESTS
22 23 24 25 Craf 13 26 21 st RAISE
rafters 1-3 pm
Ace of Clubs Bingo doors P PER Social - Steak UNDRAISER
BOD Meeting FOR BOB
7:00 pm open at 4:30 - 500 PM & Cheese Sul;s / P
; Sausage Subs
Cribbage League . Bingo starts @ Lodge Meeting & 5
12:00 House Committee 6:00pm VOTING ON QUINTE NICOL
:00 pm i INCOMING
5:30 pm OFFICERS SENTIAL 4-10 PM
7:00 PM
N3 NEEL HELP NEEDED - WE NEED SOME PEOPLE TO HELP SET UP AND BREAK

YOU ELP

DOWN THE HALL FOR FUNCTIONS. IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE SEE

< STACEY PARTRIDGE OR LEAVE A MESSAGE AT 603-934-3661.

UPCOMING EVENTS

3/1/26, 3/15/26 & 3/29/26 BREAKFAST

3/13/26 Pixie’s Corned Beef social - SAXX ROXX
3/21/26 - MORTGAGE BURNING CEREMONY @
4:00 PM - FOLLOWED BY THE

SOLITARY MAN FINAL FAREWELL

3/28/26 - BOD SOCIAL - INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS - SCOFIELD ROAD

M %,
/‘( Propositions for Membership

Kevin Hartshorn pp by Toby Locke,Christine Pratt pp
by Larry McPhail, Shelley Ward pp by Rich Bordeau,
Robert Cunha pp by Jeff Davis, Nicholas Wilder pp by
Evan Mcintosh from Portsmouth Lodge, and Eric

Desautels pp by Karen Goss
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