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A MESSAGE FROM EXALTED RULER JOSEPH HALBY 

 

Hello again to Blythe Lodge, I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. As 

you all know we will be closed until August 26th. Giving everyone a much 

needed break over the next 7 weeks. The lodge has continued to move in a 

positive direction. This last month we initiated 5 new members along with 

reinstating 2 more. On the subject of reinstatement, if you know of any 

prior members that would be interested in coming back, let them know that 

I am covering the $15 Reinstatement fee. They only have to pay the current 

year dues of $110. Once an Elk, always an Elk.  

 

The Lodge Secretary and myself recently traveled to Kansas City for the 

Elks National Convention. This was an amazing experience where a lot was 

learned and important resolutions voted on. One thing to mention is in the 

future we will be offering digital membership cards along with the standard 

paper membership card that we all currently carry. Becoming more modern 

is an important step to keep growing our membership. 

 

We also were introduced to the incoming Grand Exalted Ruler, Bryan Klatt. 

He was the Grand Lodge secretary for the past 17 years so he should be a 

great leader for our organization over the next year. His motto for the next 

year is ‘Be The Difference’. I am glad to say here at Blythe Lodge #1799 we 

are already living up to that motto and we will continue to do so!  

 

Thank you for your attention and I hope you all have a great summer. 

 

Fraternally, 

Joseph Halby 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 

Hello members,  the Lodge sure has been busy.  We have had initiations every month since our 
new year began in April.  The ER and myself attended the National Convention in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  We met lots of new people and saw people that we met at the State Convention back 
in May.  We went to business sessions and seminars.  We saw and heard lots of stories of how 
Elks from around the country are helping their communities.  We even shared some of our 
lodges' stories. 
 
Committees- 
Activities- 
Hoop Shoot-The Blythe Rec Center will be hosting the Hoop Shoot this year in November.  
Please keep an eye out for volunteering requests and more information about this event. 
 
Soccer Shoot-This is an activity looking for a chair and or members to help organize the event.  
This event has a handbook on elks.org if you are interested please sign up and take a look.  If it is 
something you feel you can be part of let us know so we can start getting it planned. 
 
Community Activities-We had members volunteer at the City of Blythe Volunteer Fire 
Departments firework show.  The show was wonderful and the attendance was phenomenal, 
many familiar faces and lots of new ones visiting our area for the holiday. 
 
Members have also been showing up regularly to help the Pink Trash Bags clean up our 
community.  This is the first Saturday of every month.  Interested members please contact the 
lodge to see how you can help.  Or follow our post on Facebook. 
 
July Lunch Fundraiser will be on Thursday, July 24th from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Sloppy 
Joe’s, potato salad, coleslaw, a Cookie, and water bottle for $15.00.  Please contact the lodge if 
you would like to donate to this cause.  Members that can donate time to help serve and clean up 
or items are appreciated.  We are specifically looking for donations of water bottles and the 
containers we use for distributing the meals.   
 
75th Anniversary Committee-The date has been set and booked for October 4th at the Blythe 
Fairgrounds.  We will be partnering with the Jaycees.  We have booked a caterer and Matt Farris 
will be the entertainment.  Tickets will be going on sale soon. 
 
Fraternal- 
National Convention-Look for the new digital membership card.  This was voted on and 
approved during the convention.  This is very exciting no more waiting in the mail to have your 
card. 
 
Elks National Foundation-ENF please check out our poster that we are attaching about our goals 
and progress so far this year.  Remember the ENF is one of our major supporters for grants that 
we apply for and directly return to our community.  The ENF is also important to our state major 
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project, the Purple Pig.  They donate back to the Purple Pig approximately $1.94 for every dollar 
our state members donate to them.   
 
Membership and Lapsation-We still have 5 delinquent members.  Our delinquency percentage is 
4.95%.  If you are a delinquent member and would like to pay your dues, please contact the 
office so we can make arrangements and to let us know you still plan on being a current member.  
If for some reason you are unable to continue your membership this year please send us a 
message stating that you would like to be withdrawn from membership.  You can do this by 
sending a letter with USPS to our P.O. Box 866 Blythe, Ca 92226. 
 
If you know someone that used to be a member and has talked about reinstating please tell them 
now is a great time to do so.  We have a growing membership with members eager to help the 
lodge with activities and volunteering.  We also are doing a special right now where they just 
have to pay their membership dues and the ER is covering the reinstatement application fee.  We 
have several ways we can get an interested member the reinstatement application.  A simple 
message with their phone number, physical address, or an email can get things rolling quickly. 
 
Public Relations-The Lodge is continuing to grow.  We have members that are sharing their 
work of Elkdom.  With these stories we are reaching people that would like to become members.  
If you are speaking to someone interested in joining the Elks, there are several ways for them to 
obtain an application.  If you have created your elks.org account, which is fairly easy to do, you 
just need an email address and your membership number, you can send an invite directly to them 
with their email address, or you can actually download and print a hard copy for them to fill out 
and return to the lodge, and as always the lodge has some for you to use also. 
 
Donations-The Lodge is looking for donations of water bottles, we need them to donate to the 
lunch fundraiser, and also to make another donation to the Food Pantry.  We would like to collect 
enough this month to also donate to the Harmony Kitchen. 
 
In this newsletter there is a copy of the Volunteer Sign-In Sheet.  This sheet can be filled out by 
any member that does volunteering of any kind.  Add as much description of the event and how 
many hours you volunteered and how many miles that it took you to arrive there and arrive 
home.  These figures help our lodge stay compliant with us being a charitable organization.  We 
report them to Grand Lodge monthly.  We have members that turn them in for a variety of events 
that they volunteer at, including coaching for youth sports teams.  If you have questions please 
call and leave a message at the lodge.  Even though we are dark right now, we are still checking 
messages and the mail.  
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Fraternal Year 2025-2026 
Lodge Officers 

 
Exalted Ruler-Joseph Halby 
Leading Knight-Kevin Gibbons 
Loyal Knight-Brandon Garrett 
Lecturing Knight-Rolando Linares 
Esquire-Bill Royer 
Chaplain-Joni Royer 
Secretary-Karen Mefford 
Treasurer-Angela Linares 
Inner Guard-Leonard Essary 
Tiler-Brian Johnson 
 
Trustees 
One Year-Deborah Harris 
Two Year-Rick Brunette 
Three Year-Jimmy Lowe,  PER-PDDGER  



July Birthdays 
06 Snake Nelson 
07 Jerry George 
07 Bill Royer 

10 Shawn Griffin 
11  Joseph Halby 

12 Jim Held 
19 Francisco Hurtado 

19  Brian Johnson 
19  Jimmy Lowe 

24 Michael Rhoades 
30 Joey DeConinck 

31 Eddie Rodriquez





 



 


