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2023  - 2024 

ELKS OFFICERS 

Richard Mayes 

       Exalted Ruler  

Margaret Morris 

 Leading Knight 

Jean Amundsen 

 Loyal Knight 

Patricia Davis 

   Lecturing Knight 

Maria Beaton 

 Secretary 

William Grayson 

 Treasurer 

Michael Franchetti 

 Tiler 

Thomas Smith 

 Esquire 

Marylou Kokoszka 

 Chaplain 

Joseph Rollo, Sr. 

 Inner Guard 

 

 

TRUSTEES 

Thomas Snyder  

 5 Year Trustee 

James Morris  

 4 Year Trustee 

Florian Gargula  

 3 Year Trustee 

John Viola 

 2 Year Trustee 

Paul Amundsen 

 1 Year Trustee 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

Home of PGER Paul Helsel 

Lots of Fun this Month! 

January was a month to remember!  We all survived the cold, 

now we have to survive our energy bill!  A lot of us suffered 

from Covid and survived, I guess it is just going to be like get-

ting a cold every year. Oh well good riddance to January and 

welcome February.  

 

Every February is a big deal at the Elks.  Our first meeting is for 

nominations for Lodge Officers FY2024-2025.  If you have an interest in being an of-

ficer or want to support another member, please participate in this important 

event.  The General Meeting on 2/27 we will vote for the nominees. 

 

February starts out with our Big Screen Experience Superbowl Celebration.  Go SF 

40 Niners and KC Chiefs.  Remember to see or call JR Biddison (760.583.8940) to 

get your block for the Superbowl Pool. 

 

Please support the VA and Wreaths Across America with our Paddle Raffle Fund 

Raiser, coming to your Lodge March 9th 2:00-5:00. If you any questions call Angela 

Williams (303.983.6609, awilliams828@gmail.com) for tickets or a donation. 

 

Don’t forget to check the schedule for our Saturday Music Genre events, these are 

held on Saturdays from 2-5.  They are getting very popular come see what all the 

excitement is about! 

 

Finally, check the calendar and your email for details regarding the infamous Ham 

and Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner to be presented by the Board of Directors. 

 

Stay safe and healthy. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Rich Mayes, 302.290.1402, rtmayes1@verizon.net 
 

 

 

mailto:awilliams828@gmail.com
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Newark Elks Lodge #2281  
 

BINGO   

Plan to Join us for Bingo!! 

Flip Five Games  

Every Friday  

Paid Check-in by 6:50p 

 We must Start Promptly at 7pm. 

• Mar 23 The Traveling Woodbury’s 2-5 

• Mar 23  Childrens Easter Party 

• Mar 29 Restless Diesel 8-11 

• April 5 Frank & Michell 8-11 

• April 6 INSTALLATION of ELKS officers 

• April 12 Time Line 8-11 

• April 13 Beer & Beer Benefit dinner 

                    with Raisin Cain band 

 

50 cents off 

drinks 

• Feb 2 The Amigos 8 

• Feb 10 Acoustic SinZ -2-5 

• Feb 10 Childrens Valentine's Party 1-3 

• Feb 11 Super Bowl Party 5p 

• Feb 24 Magical Mystery 2-5 

• Mar 1 Double Play 8-11 

• Mar 2 Michelle & Chris 2-5 

• Mar 8 Rick & Connie  8 - 11 

• Mar 17 St. Patrick's Day Dinner  3 p 

“”HELP NEEDED”” 

-------- 

BINGO HELP THURSDAY 

Evening 

Especially office &     $$vali-

dations 

Contact Andy Hallett 302-

277-7687 

Hallettguy39@gmail.com 

-------- 

Hoop shoot chair for 2024 

needed 

Contact the office 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiGgsGw0dvUAhXFMz4KHf8KD78QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpngimg.com%2Fimg%2Fobjects%2Fcards&psig=AFQjCNFEHCsrdFTfofEzGP2G6TdvOoQZEg&ust=1498570780018457
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Thirsty 

Thurs           

Bingo 7p        

Pool League  

2 Flip Five 7p 

The Amigos 8

-11 

3 P.J.’s Pub 

Tour 2-5 

4 5 CLOSED 6 House Com-

mittee Mtg 7p 

7 Winter  

Shuffle Board 

8 Thirsty 

Thurs           

Bingo 7p        

Pool League  

9 Flip Five 7p 

Helixx 8-11 

10 Acoustic 

SinZ 2-5 

Children’s 

Valentine’s 

Dance 1-3 

11 SUPER 

BOWL 

LVIII  

Bring a Dish 

5pm  

12 CLOSED 13 Lodge 

Meeting with  

Officer Nomi-

nations & Ini-

tiation 7:30p 

14 Winter 

Shuffle Board 

15 Thirsty 

Thurs           

Bingo 7p        

Pool League  

16 Flip Five 

7p 

Country Line 

Dancing 8-11 

17  

18 19 CLOSED 20 Board 

Meeting 7p 

21 Winter 

Shuffle Board 

22 Thirsty 

Thurs           

Bingo 7p        

Pool League  

23 Flip Five 

7p 

Karaoke 8-11  

24 Magical 

Mystery 2-5 in 

the Hall 

25 26 CLOSED 27 Lodge 

Meeting with 

Election of 

Officers for 

2024-25 7:30p 

28 Winter 

Shuffle Board 

29 Thirsty 

Thurs           

Bingo 7p        

Pool League  

  

February 2024 



  February  2024                                  NEWARK ELKS LODGE #2281                                                                                       Page 6 

 

 



  February  2024                                  NEWARK ELKS LODGE #2281                                                                                       Page 7 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Flip Five 7p 

Double Day   

8-11p 

2 Michell & 

Chris in the 

Lounge 2-5 

3 4 CLOSED 5 House Com-

mittee Mtg 7p 

6 Winter  

Shuffle Board 

7 Thirsty 

Thurs 

Bingo 

Pool League 

8 Flip Five 7p 

Rick &     

Connie 8-11p 

9 Paddles  

Raffle Auction 

2-5p 

10 11 CLOSED 12 Lodge Mtg 

7:30p 

13 Winter  

Shuffle Board 

14 Thirsty 

Thurs 

Bingo 

Pool League 

15 Flip Five 

7p 

Country Line 

Dancing 8-11p 

16  

17  

 

St Patrick's 

Day Dinner 

18 CLOSED 19 Board Mtg 

7p 

20 Winter  

Shuffle Board 

21 Thirsty 

Thurs 

Bingo 

Pool League 

22 Flip Five 

7p 

Karaoke 8-11p  

23 Traveling 

Woodbury's in 

the lounge      

2-5p 

24 25 CLOSED 26 Lodge Mtg  27 Winter  

Shuffle Board 

28 Thirsty 

Thurs 

Bingo 

Pool League 

29 Flip Five 

7p  

Restless    

Diesel 8-11p 

30 

31       APRIL 6 

Officer       

Installation 

3:30pm  

March 2024 
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Stop by the Lodge  
to celebrate your 

birthday month and 
get a free drink! 

 

 

 

 

K 

I 

D 

S 

Michael McKeane 02 01 

John McCall II 02 03 

Linda Tutwiler 02 04 

Billie Banning 02 05 

Donald Paxton 02 06 

Stephanie 
DiMar-
tine 02 08 

Elizabeth Mosley 02 08 

Ann Snyder 02 08 

Clare Simon 02 09 

Joseph Beach 02 10 

Paula  Black 02 10 

Marvin Price 02 10 

Thomas Rife 02 11 

Darlene Stiff 02 11 

Siegmund Tomczyk 02 11 

Wanda Williams 02 15 

Thomas Kern 02 19 

William Rhoads 02 19 

Michael Marquis 02 20 

Ralph Parker 02 20 

Tim (Settimio) Perri 02 20 

Lisa Orr 02 21 

Joanna Wright 02 21 

Christopher Litton 02 24 

Robert Lopez 02 24 

Lolita Varites 02 25 

James Morris 02 27 

John Welsh 02 28 
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50/50 raffles have   

started again for 2024 

Wreaths Across America 

2023 
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Gift Swap, games, pin the tail on the elephant.  

Many hardy laughs & a great time. 
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Per-Member Giving: $12.20 

Congratulations! Our Lodge has met the GER's current per-member giving goal for this year ($4.80/member), which means 
we’re eligible to apply for a Gratitude Grant next year. Our Lodge can also earn up to four $500 Gratitude Grant bonuses by 
meeting the following criteria. 

Membership Support (Goal: 15%) 

178 members of our Lodge have donated this year, which is 40.2% of our membership. Since our donor support exceeds 15% of 
our 443 members, we have met this criteria. 

Fidelity Club (Goal: 9 members) 
Our Lodge currently has 12 Fidelity Club members. Since our Fidelity Club goal is 9 members, we have met this criteria. 

Chair Challenge Score (Goal: 550) 
Our Chairman Challenge Composite Score is currently 706.000. Since that score exceeds the Composite Score goal of 550, we 
have met this criteria. 

Fundraising Increase (Goal: 10%) 
Our Lodge fundraising total this year is $5,404.14. To meet the Fundraising criteria, we need to raise $13,685.93, which is 10 per-
cent more than the $12,441.75 we raised last year. 

Currently our ENF donations are $879.64 below the the same period last year. Our fundraiser Coin Board raised $1,000 and I’m 
awaiting the report of any ENF donations received after 9/15/23 so that they can be submitted along with the $1000.  This 
should more than bring us up to last year’s totals.  We need to meet the end of fiscal year 10% increase in donations 
($13,685.93) to qualify for the $500 Gratitude Grant Bonus. Please get your donations in so that we can meet this last of the 
qualifications.  
 
Total Donations $5,528.14      Per-Member-Giving: $ 12.48       Renewal Rate: 56.84% 

Membership Support: 40.41%     Fidelity Club Members: 12     2023-2024 ENF in your State: $ 1.62 

2023-2024 Lodge Grant Funds: $12,500.00 

Our Current Standings: State: 12th , District: 2nd , Chair Challenge: 4th 

Updated through 01/16/2024 
 

Jean AF Amundsen 
Esteemed Loyal Knight 
ENF Chairperson 
Jafancy97@icloud.com 
 
 

Greetings Elks! 

https://www.elks.org/enf/percapitastandings.cfm
https://www.elks.org/enf/percapitastandings.cfm
https://www.elks.org/ENF/donorbreakdown.cfm
https://www.elks.org/enf/FundraisingAnalytics.cfm
https://www.elks.org/ENF/fidelityClubGoalProgress.cfm
https://www.elks.org/enf/YourState.cfm
https://www.elks.org/ENF/cipParticipation.cfm
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Sickness and Distress   

Our thoughts,  prayers and Condolences to families of 

members who are sick or have recently passed.  

SICK 

Members John Cox, Thea Zaborowski, Wendy Sacchet, Pat 

Seidel, Lisa Orr and Flo Gargula were hospitalized.  Marion 

Smith had surgery. They are all home and recuperating.   

VACANT CHAIR 
Former Treasurer and Member Steve Sterenchock passed 

away.   
 

 

 
 Your ELK       

donations at 

work 

January Community Living Center News 
 
On Sunday, January 9, 2024 the Elks Lodge 2281 ENVSC spon-
sored haircuts/shaves for 9 CLC residents at a cost of $210.  The 
Elks Lodge Team continued scheduling this event in cooperation 
with the Veterans Canteen Services at the Canteen Services Bar-
bershop. 
 
On Sunday, January 21, 2024, the Elks Lodge sponsored NFL 
Playoff Sunday in the dining room at the Community Living Cen-
ter.  The residents were served ice cream, cake, snacks and so-
das.  Prior to the game sports trivia games were played with 21 can-
teen dollars given out as prizes.  This event was sponsored with an 
ENVSC Boost Grant. 
 
On Tuesday, January 30, 2024, the Elk Lodge sponsored the month-
ly birthday party.  We served snacks, ice cream, cake and sodas. 
Residents with birthdays in January received gifts.   
 
 
Elks Activities in the Community Living Center in February 
 
National Salute to Veteran Patients - February 11-17, 2024 
 
Sunday, February 11, 2024 - Elks Lodge #2281 will sponsor Super 
Bowl Sunday pre-game festivities in the CLC dining room.  We will 
be serving food and drinks and playing trivia games with canteen 
bucks as prizes. 
 
Monday,  February 12, 2024 - The Elks Lodge will sponsor a root 
beer float party in the CLC dining room at 1:30 pm. 
 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 - The Elks Lodge #2281 will sponsor 
a Valentines Day social with pizza, ice cream, and other snacks in 
the CLC dining room. 
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Please contact the Secretary, Maria Beaton if you have ANY 

questions!  302-605-0360 or Newark2281@comcast.net 

NEW MEMBER ALERT! 

Please welcome our newest members to the 

Newark Elks Lodge 2281! 

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: 
From time to time a member asks about getting a Life Membership.  The Newark Elks Lodge #2281 By -laws and Grand Lodge Statutes specify 
that to be eligible for a Life Membership, a member must: 

Have paid to a lodge or lodges the required annual dues for a period of 30 years, AND  

Have attained the age of not less than 65 years.  

Explanation:  While Grand Lodge recently did away with the age requirement, it also allows individual lodges to require a min imum age.  

The Newark Elks Lodge #2281 has a minimum age requirement of 65 years in its By-laws as well as 30 years minimum paying dues 

requirement.   

Members interested in becoming a Life Member should check with the Secretary to see if they are eligible.  Eligible Members wishing to re-

quest a Life Membership must be nominated for such in writing.  Anyone with questions regarding Life Memberships should contact Maria 

Beaton, the Secretary. 

I GOT MY INVOICE FOR ELKS DUES FOR 2024-2025!  And I have questions: 

Can I pay my Lodge dues for 2024-2025 now?  ANSWER:  YES 
Will I receive a new card for 2024-2025?  ANSWER:   YES. New Card is blue 
When can I start using the membership card for entry?  ANSWER:  APRIL 1 or later. 

Will my current membership card work in the door after April 1, 2024?   

ANSWER:  NO.   

What is the breakdown of dues for 2024-2025? 

ANSWER:  $58.75 Newark Elks Membership dues (set in the By-laws and unchanged) 

          $  6.50 Grand Lodge Per Capita 
          $22.00 Insurance Per Capita (was $17.00 2023-2024. Increased $5 for 2024-2025) 
           $  5.50 Magazine Per Capita 
           $  2.25 State Fees per Capita 

TOTAL DUE            $95.00 By April 1, 2024 
FOR 2024-2025 

I became a new member during 2023-2024 and paid pro-rated dues then; do I pay my dues again? 
ANSWER:  YES.  Your pro-rated dues at the time of your initiation were based on that current year.  The new year starts April 1, 2024, and 

your dues are renewed.   

Congratulations to our newest Members, initiated 
on January 23, 2024! 
 
Patricia Eriksen,  Wanda Williams, Exhalted Ruler,  
Beatrice A. Werts. Front row 
 
Ariel Erickson Montero, Ann Snyder, Andrew 
Kyritsis. Back row   
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CHILI COOK OFF 

WINNERS - r to L 

Brenda Presley, PER 1st  

Vic Sarver 2nd 

Ken Singer 3rd 

ENTRANTS: Left to right                                                 Ken 

Singer, Vic Sarver, Rick Sinclair, Patty Perlman,  Brenda 

Presley, Pat Sarver, Mary Lou Kokoszka 
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LODGE HOURS OF OPERATION* 
Monday .....................................................................              CLOSED  

Tuesday ......................................................................... 6 PM - 11 PM 

Wednesday ................................................................... 6 PM - 11 PM 

Thursday ....................................................................... 4 PM - 11 PM 

Friday ........................................................................ 4 PM - 1:00 AM 

Saturday .............................................................. …...1 PM - 1:00 AM 

Sunday .......................................................................... 1 PM - 10 PM 
 

*Note: Bartender may close 2 hours early any night there are fewer than 4 customers present. 
 

Lodge Phone Number ................................................ (302) 328-2281 

Lodge E-mail ........................................... newark2281@comcast.net 

New & Views E-mail ................. donnacrosslandelks2281@gmail.com 

 

Newark Lodge News & Views,  October 2022, Volume 60, Number 10. Published monthly by 

Newark Lodge #2281, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 42 Elks Trail, New Castle, DE  

19720.  

If you have an idea, submittal, question or comment 
about Lodge activities, email or text it to me by the 17th 
of the month. As usual, we reserve the right of review for 
appropriateness of content and revision as necessary in 
accordance with editorial policies and oversight by the 
Exalted Ruler. 

NEWS & VIEWS EDITOR: 

Donna Crossland  
Email:  
DonnaCrosslandELKS2281@gmail.com 
Phone/Text: 321-960-8158    
 

Elk of the Year 

22-23 Brenda 

Britt 

Officer of the 

Year 22-23 Pat 

Davis 

 

Heads up Grand Lodge Dues Increasing Next Year 

Grand Lodge dues will increase from $17.00 to $22.00 per member.  This increase is a result of high cost loss-

es across the country, hurricane damage, fires, alcohol related liability.  Just a reminder the Newark Lodge 

#2281 dues will remain unchanged at $58.75 (does not include State or Grand Lodge assessment) as disclosed 

in our By-Laws which was approved by the membership.   The breakdown of the Grand Lodge dues is as fol-

lows: 

Grand Lodge expenses and operations  $  6.50 

Subscription to Elks Magazine   $  5.50  

General Liability Insurance Assessment  $ 22.00 

Total Grand Lodge Dues    $ 34.00 

On the Lodge front we have continued to reduce cost over the past few years which allows us to maintain 

the low cost Lodge dues (as compared to other lodges across the country).  Installation of the new HVAC 

system for the Hall has yielded a 17% decrease in electricity cost (July, Jun, Aug compare to same time last 

year), in April we will have a clearer picture of yearly savings.  Electricity costs have also improved due instal-

lation of LED bulbs throughout the entire Lodge and signing a 3 yr contract with an electricity supplier fixing 

our per KWh price in an environment of increasing energy cost.  These are the kinds of investments in our 

Lodge that keep our Lodge dues in check.  We all know prices are increasing everywhere and yes we have to 

increase food and beverage prices selectively.  Another way to look at our bargain dues, at a total cost of 

$95, this represents less than $8.00/month. 
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Come join us for dinner on 

March 17th.  

Menu: Boiled Dinner of 

Ham, or  Corn Beef Cab-

bage, Red Potatoes, Car-

rots and a Dinner Roll 

Cost:$10.00 

Doors open at 4:00, dinner 

Ham and Cabbage 
dinner 

Newark Elks Lodge 2281 BOD 
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*If you’d like to volunteer to help on a committee, contact any officer or trustee who will direct you to  the 
committee chair of your choosing. The Lodge and its committee chairs are always looking for help. 

Past Exalted Rulers:      
* Deceased 

Accident Prevention Mgr: 
• Tom Snyder 
 

Adult Christmas: 
• House Committee 
 

Americanism: 
• Ed Clarke 
• Peggy Morris 
 

Auditing & Accounting: 
• Jack Davis 
 

Bingo: 
•  Andy Hallet(Chair) 
• Pat Davis, Co chair 
 

Building & Grounds:  
• Len Foresteri (Chair) 
• Rich Mayes 
 

Bylaws: 
• Paul Amundsen 
• Peggy Morris 
 

Camp Barrett: 
• JR Biddison PER 
• Richard Mayes 
• Beth Biddison 
 

Car Show: 
• Ken Banning (Chair) 
• Billie Banning 
• Tom Snyder 

Children’s Parties: 

Christmas: 
•    Patty Beach 

                                   
Easter: 
•    Patty Beach 

 Halloween 

                       Patty Beach 
 

 
Comedy Shows: 
•   Open 

 

Community Activities/Projects: 
•    Chairperson, Open  
•    Michelle Rhoads, PER 
 

Crab Feast: 
•    JR Biddeson  
 

Craft Show: 

•  Beth Biddison 

• Roseanne Cinclair 
 

Delinquencies: 
•    TBD 
 
•Drug Awareness: 
•    Tom Smith, (Chair) 
•    Marion Smith 
 

Elks National Foundation: 
• 
•    Jean Amundsen 
 
Fathers Day Barbeque: 

• Pat Davis 
 

Flag Day: 
•       Serge Yow     
 
Government Relations 
• John Viola 
• Tom Snyder 
 
Grants: 
 
• Paul Amundsen, (Chair) 

• Michelle Rhodes 
• JR Biddisin PER 
• Pat Clarke 
• Anita Viola 

 

Hoop Shoot: 
• NEED HELP! 

 

House Committee: 
• Richard Kokoszka (Chair) 
• Pat Clarke (Secretary) 
• Andy Hallet 
• Pat Sarver 
• Marian Goslin 
 

Membership/Investigations: 
• Rich Mayes (Chair) 
• Maria Beaton 
 

Jernick Fund: 
• Michelle Rhoads, PER 
 

Kentucky Derby: 
• Jack Davis 
 

Lodge Activities: 
• Pat Sarver 
• Richard Mayes 
 

Lodge Mediator: 
• Paul Helsel, PGER 
 

Memorial Service: 
• Lindsay Brown, PER 
 

Mother’s Day Breakfast: 
• Andy Hallet (chair) 
• Joe Rollo 
• John Davis 
 

National Veterans Services: 
• Ray Abbott 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

News & Views: 
• Donna Crossland 
 
Permits & Reports: 
• Roseann Cinclair 
• Tom Snyder 
 

 

Presiding Justice: 
• Paul Amundsen 

 

PR & Promotions: 
• Pat Sarver 
• Donna Crossland 
 

Relief: 
• Chair Officers 
 

Scholarship: 
• Karen Marion 
• Peggy Morris 
 

Sickness & Distress: 
• Pat Davis 
 
Soccer Shoot 
• Ed Clark (Chair) 
 

Video Lottery:  
• Tom Snyder (Chair) 
 
 
Wreaths Across America 
• Billie Banning 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chair/Co-Chairs for 2023 - 2024 

1963-64 Utley Crane * 

1964-65 Otis Jennings *  

1965-66 John Boeheim * 

1966-67 Andrew Zimmermann 
*  

1967-68 Howard Duncan *  

1968-69 Melvin Melancon *  

1969-70 Walter Gonce *  

1970-71 William Cassidy *  

1971-72 Richard Burg * 

1972-73 Joseph Pierson *  

1973-74 Donald Doutt * 

1974-75 John Benson * 

1975-76 Paul Helsel 

1976-77 Ronald Zuka 
1977-78 Irving Hochstein * 

 1978-79 James Landis  

1979-80  Daniel McIntosh  

1980-81 Raymond Grill*  

1981-82 Andrew Zimmermann 
*  

1982-83 Nathion Noble * 

1983-84 John Hardy * 

1984-85 Michael Alpaugh  

1985-86 Barry Taylor  

1986-87 William Sporay  

1987-88 Harvey Scott III *  

1988-89 James Brehony *  

1989-90 Francis Waraksa *  

1990-91 Sherm Colbert* 

1991-92 Harvey Scott III *  

 
1992-93 Ronald Zuka  

1993-94 Frank Borst * 

1994-95 Ronald Zuka  

1995-96 Lowell Bowers  

1996-97 Joseph Cain 

1997-98 Joseph Cain 

1998-99 Lindsay Brown  

1999-00 George Williams * 

2000-01 Mary Anne Colbert  

2001-02 William Costigan *  

2002-03 Serge Yow   

2003-04 William Costigan * 

2004-05 Robert Lindfors 

2005-06 William Costigan * 

2006-07 William Costigan * 

 
2007-08 Robert McIntyre* 
 
2008-09 Robert McIntyre* 

2009-10 Michelle Rhoads 

2010-11 William Rhoads 

2011-12 Gina Semonelle 

2012-13 Dan Monte Carlo  

2013-14 Robert McIntyre* 

2014-15 Margie McIntyre 

2015-16 Valerie Huot 

2016-17 Valerie Huot 

2017-18 Valerie Huot 

2018-19 JR Biddison 
 
2019-20 JR Biddison 

2020-21 Brenda Presley 

2021-22      JR Biddison 

2022-23      Richard Mayes 

 

 

 

 

*Past ERs 
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Please Support Our 

Valued Advertisers 

24 Hour Towing Service 
Light Duty to Heavy Duty Towing 

Used Auto Parts & Salvage 

(302) 328-4146 

LongandFoster.com Advertise Here!! 


