
 

CRESTON LODGE #605 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
403  W Mon tgom ery  
Cres t on ,  IA   

December 2023 
 

2023 - 2024 
OFFICERS 
EXALTED RULER: 
Ryan Samo 
LEADING KNIGHT:  
Tyler Mahan 
LOYAL KNIGHT:  
LECTURING KNIGHT: 
SECRETARY: 
Dave Neeley 
TREASURER: 
John Cook 
ESQUIRE: 
Cassie Wilmeth 
INNER GUARD: 
Will Harris 
TILER: 
Brad Weis 
CHAPLAIN: 
Deb Veitz 
TRUSTEES: 
Barb Wilmeth 
Blade Martwick 
Dr. Joel Weis 
Samantha Krantz 
Eric Shawler 
Newsletter Editor: 
Cassie Wilmeth 

December Dining & Events 
*Friday, December 1st – Fish Fry & Kids Christmas Party 

- 6pm 
*Sunday, December 3rd – Memorial Service – 2pm 

*Friday, December 8th – Painting Party 7pm – Serving 
Crispy Chicken Sandwiches & Fries 

*Friday, December 15th – Fish Fry – 6pm 
*Saturday, December 30th – Panther Express Wresting 

Fundraiser 
 

December & January Fish Fry Committees 
1 Greg Bailey, John Grossnickle, Gabe Looney 
15 Brad Weis, Ron Higgins, Joel Weis, Brianna Weis 
Jan   
5 Mike Eblen, Larry Blakesly, Sherry Seago 
19 Ron Higgins, Nick Jannings, Todd Stalker 
 

Friday, December 8th 
Painting Party 

7pm 

 
Also serving Crispy chicken 

Sandwiches & fries 
6pm-9pm 

Saturday, December 30th 

Panther Express Wrestling Chili Cook-

off & Fundraiser 

 
 
 

 



  

 

 

December Birthdays 
1  GARY R THOMPSON 
5  MARCIA STEWART 
6  ROB EVANS 
 MARGARET TURK 
 BILL CLEM 
7  KENNETH CHEERS 
8  JIM D BRYANT 
 MARK KRINGS 
 BRENNON ZELLMER  
9  STEVE MOELLER 
 GREG WEIS 
10 GREG BUXTON 
 STEVEN FASTENOW  
 MATT WALDEN 
11 MIKE EBLEN   
13 CHARLES D BROWN 
 LINDSAY CAMPBELL 
14 CHAD MAHAN 
17  GREGORY WURSTER 
 RYAN SAMO  
18 JEFF KINSELLA   
20 CHISOM DOWNING 
22 JOE ROUTH  
23  PHILLIP TYLER 
24 ROBERT JANSEN 
27 JESSE HARRIS 
28 DOUGLAS BAKER  
 MATT BUCK 
 RICHARD WENZIG 
29 PAUL SOMERS  
30 JEREMY VAN GORP 
 

Greetings Fellow Elks, 
I just want to take a moment to wish everyone a Merry Christmas! 
There is always a lot going on, but we get a chance to sit back and 
enjoy family and friends this time of year. There has been no shortage 
of support and comradery at the lodge. Trevor Paulus just won 
“Celebrity Bartender of the Year”, entertaining all who stopped up to 
see him. Baconfest was fun and delicious! The Chili and cinnamon 
rolls were a hit, obviously when Barb makes desert you do everything 
you can to get there. The Fall cleanup went well too, a lot got done. 
Which is great because we have been working on the garden for next 
year’s improvements! 
 We are still short 2 officers. Our needs are Lecturing Knight, 
Loyal Knight. If you are interested in filling one or know somebody 
that is/would be a good fit, please reach out so we can get them 
filled. This month’s shout out goes to Barb Wilmeth. She is a great 
member that steps up whenever called upon. She is there for 
cleanups in the Spring and Fall. The flower gardens are done because 
of her. She makes endless food for us, which is great because 
everything she makes is delicious! She has gone through the chairs 
and remains involved as she is a trustee. Her knowledge and 
experience is tapped regularly. If help is needed for an event, she is 
there and calls for backups. Her husband Dave can attest to that, 
haha. All hands on deck from the Wilmeth household. I could keep the 
list going, but you get the idea. Make sure to give Barb props when 
you see her around and stay tuned for next month’s shoutout! 
 I can’t say it enough, we need more members, and we need 
dues paid! One more paid their dues since the last newsletter, 
bringing the number down to 34 unpaid. The problem is, that is just 
over 10% of our membership. Please take it upon yourself to invite 
one person to join the Elks and give 2-4 hours of their time annually. 
We added 3 new members at our last meeting. Keep your eyes peeled 
for upcoming events! We have the Kids Christmas on December 1st, 
bring them up to see Santa. December 3rd will be our memorial 
service, stop up to pay respects for our fallen members. We will be 
having a painting party December 8th, and the picture looks awesome. 
Grab some friends and get in the holiday spirit. December 30th, the 
Express Wrestling Club is having a fundraiser if you want to support 
local youth sports and athletes. Together we can do great things for 
our community. “If everyone is moving forward together, then 
success takes care of itself” Henry Ford.  
Until next time, 
Ryan Samo, Exalted Ruler 
 

Coming up in January… 

Friday, January 12th – 
Trivia 

Saturday, January 27th 
– Chili Cook-off 



December 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

1 

Fish Fry - Greg Bailey, 
John Grossnickle, Gabe 
Looney 

Kids Christmas 

Party 

2        
 Celebrity Bartender 

Tyler Wolf 
No Saturday Night Dining 

3 

Memorial 

Service 

2pm 

4 
Closed 

5 
 

6 
Clubroom Open 

5-8pm 

7 
 

8        Painting Party 
7pm 

Serving Crispy 
Chicken Sandwiches 

& Fries 

9          Celeb Bartender 
Penny Oetken 

No Saturday Night Dining 

10 
 

11 
Closed 

12 
 

13      
Clubroom Open 

5-8pm  
PER Meeting 

7pm 

14     
7pm Gov Body 

8pm Lodge 
Members Night 

 

15    
Fish Fry - Brad Weis, 
Ron Higgins, Joel 
Weis, Brianna Weis 

16    Celebrity Bartender 
Brad Weis 

17 
 

18 
Closed 

19 
 

20 
Clubroom Open 

5-8pm 

21     
 

22  
 

23        
 No Celeb Bartender 

No Saturday Night Dining 
 

24 
 
 
____________ 
31 

25 

 

26 
 

 

27 
Clubroom Open 

5-8pm 

28    
 

29 

 

30            
No Celeb Bartender 

No Saturday Night Dining 
 

Panther Express Chili 

Cook-off 
 



CRESTON LODGE #605 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
403 West Montgomery Street 
Creston, IA 50801 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 
If you would like to receive your newsletter by 
 Email; please send an email requesting such to 
 dneeley312@gmail.com 
 Thanks to all our sponsors for their help and support. As Members of Creston Lodge #605, please remember to 
 Support these fine businesses and individuals. 

RUSTIC GRAPHIC CREATIONS 
Jana Weland & Ashli Peterson, 

Owners 
107 N Elm 

www.rusticgraphiccreations.com 
(641) 782-5676 

SERVICE TECHS INC. 
Kevin Glick, Owner 
1401 HWY 34 West 

(641) 782-5245 

CHRIS LANE AGENCY 
609 W. Adams 
(641) 202-2384 

HARTSOCK INSURANCE 
SERVICES, INC 

800 S Vine 
(641) 782-8516 

WEAVER MEATS 
Custom Meats & Processing 

Afton, IA 
641-344-4337   

Nancy E. Loudon, Realtor 
Chris Lane Real Estate 

PO Box 347 
609 West Adams Street 

Creston, IA 50801 
Licensed in Iowa Since 1999 

C  641-745-0372 

STALKER CHRYSLER, DODGE, 
JEEP, RAM 

410 S Sumner Ave 
(641) 782-2107 

STALKER CHEVROLET, GMC 
601 S Sumner Ave. 

(641) 782-2181 
www.stalkergm.com 

KSIB AM/FM 
Chad Rieck, General Manager 
KSIB FM 101.3 – KOOL 102 

KSIB AM 1520 
(641) 782-2155 

www.ksibradio.com 

CHAMPION STEAKS 
Champion Show Feeds 

1407 HWY 34 
Creston, IA 

TURNER & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
American Family Insurance 

(641) 782-7471 

FAMILY SHOE STORE 
Terri Kuhns, Owner 

219 W Adams 
(641) 782-7621 

CALLAHAN 
REAL ESTATE 

105 S Sumner Ave. 
(641) 782-2332 

COENS HOME FURNISHINGS 
Meg McGrath, Owner 

121 N Maple  
(641) 782-2121 

YOUR NAPA AUTO PARTS 
STORE 

221 N Pine 
(641) 782-2125 

CRESTON VISION CLINIC 
McKim & Stults 

1610 W Townline Ste. 115 
(641) 782-7619 

OUR TOWN REALTY 
Kiki Scarberry, Broker 

208 S. Maple 
641-247-1122 

FAMILY VISION CENTER 
807 N Sumner 

Thomsen & Weis, 
Optometrists 

(641) 782-2111 

HICREST AUTO 
UNITED SUPERWASH 

HWY 34 East 
(641) 782-2202 

BM SALES 
641-782-2414 

bmsalesiowa@gmail.com 
www.bmsalesiowa.com 

Pat Loudon, Owner 

CRESTON CHIROPRACTIC P.C. 
Dr. Dennis Hopkins, 

Chiropractor 
905 W. Townline St 
Creston, IA 50801 
(641) 782-6226 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK  
Creston – Afton - 

Shenandoah 
Member FDIC 

(641) 782.2195 
WWW.FNBC.BANK 

SHARP STORAGE & Properties, 
LLC 

Creston, IA 
U Store it – U Lock it – U Take 

the Key 
(641)782-6227 

SOUTHERN IOWA 
SETTLEMENTS 

Real Estate Closing Company 
Kiki Scarberry, Closer 

641-552-6284 

BIG BOYZ TOYZ 
Marine & Truck Accessories 

900 S. Division 
(641) 782-6104 

www.crestonbigboyztoyz.com 

ADAMS STREET ESPRESSO 
213 W Adams Street 

(641) 782-5353 
Order online at              

adams-street-espresso. 
square. site 

CRESTON NEWS ADVERTISER 
503 W Adams  

(641) 782-2141 
Get the News 

CRESTON TRUE VALUE 
Kent Sinn 

801 W Townline 
(641) 782-2882 

ISSB 
IOWA STATE SAVINGS BANK 

401 W Adams  
(641) 782-1000 
Member FDIC  
ISSBbank.com 

TYLER INSURANCE SERVICES 
Phillip J. Tyler, CIC, CPIA. 
Devon M. Tyler-Leith, CIC, 

CRM 
111 W Mills (641) 782-5503 

 

RHINE BODY REPAIR 
Dave Rhine 

301 E Montgomery 
(641) 782-5016 

FAREWAY STORES 
105 E Adams St 
(641) 782-5612 

MEAT DEPARTMENT           
(641) -782-6940 

COOK VIDEO & APPLIANCE 
John & Shelly Cook 

706 E Taylor 
(641) 782-5112 

POWERS FUNERAL HOME 
Joe Powers, Owner, Director 

Brian Cramer, Director 
601 New York Ave 
(641) 782-7036 
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