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My Fellow Elks,

Labor Day is upon us already and summer is coming to an end. If
you are traveling for the holiday, do so safely and have a great holiday
weekend! If you are in town, please join us for the comedy show
featuring comedian Nick Harvey on Saturday the 2nd and enjoy a
great dinner and show.

A special thank you for a very successful DVP visit by Jimmy Dean and his wife
Rosie. Thank you to Deb and Brent Reedy for making dinner, Shannon Graham for
making the dessert and all of the volunteers who spent many hours in the kitchen
prepping, plating and serving.

Kudos to Karen Tracy and Robin Pipkins for a very well organized and successful
Honor our Veterans event that was made possible by the use of our Gratitude
Grant. 10 venders and over 25 veterans in attendance. Thank you to the many
lodge members for volunteering and cooking for this event.

The House committee is in great need of cooks! If anyone is interested in helping
out on a Tuesday for pizza or a Friday night dinner, has suggestions for a dinner or
any ideas please come to a House Committee meeting or see HC Chair, Donnie
Rowand and share your thoughts!

Keep checking your emails for the weekly blast for what’s happening in the lodge.

In closing, please stay safe and remember, as long as there are Veterans, Elks will
never forget them and never forsake them.
At your service,

David Graham, ER, PER
845-798-9167 cell

davidgraham1968@yahoo.com Page 1
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Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler:
Randy P. Shook

September: Start of fall, halfway point of Lodge year

Labor Day, the “unofficial end of summer,” is observed on the first Monday in September. In
addition to marking the beginning of fall activities and sports, the holiday pays tribute to the
contributions and achievements of American workers. In honor of this national holiday, please
accept my thanks for all you do for Elkdom. Your dedication truly exemplifies that “Elks Care —
Elks Share.”

Our Lodge activities will once again move at a very fast pace. Itis time to take a look at what the
fall season means to us as Elks. September is the beginning of the District Deputy Lodge visits.
These visits will provide a look into your overall Lodge operations. Be sure to plan for the visit
with your Lodge board of directors by completing the audit items, building a self-inspection
checklist and all the other information needed by the DD. This will give you ample time to prepare
your Lodge for a successful visit.

The end of this month will bring an end to the first half of this Lodge year. This is an excellent
time to see how you stand with your goals for the year. Are you on track to meet those goals or
are adjustments needed? By evaluating where you are now, you will be better prepared to make
those decisions.

The reopening of schools in your communities presents us excellent opportunities to encourage
our youth. Supporting local sports programs and any youth-related activities are great ways to
show your Lodge support and community spirit! Look into and apply for the many Elks National
Foundation program grants. These grants are available to financially assist in your community
partnerships with our youth. Remember, “We Are THE EIks” and we take pride in helping the
youth of today grow into the leaders of tomorrow.

It is also a time to seek out your school guidance counselors and provide them with the
applications to apply for grants that can aid students with much needed financial support. Please
follow the Elks website for deadlines to apply for these grants. Don’t wait; act quickly.

The Elks support Patriot Day on September 11 each year in memory and honor of all those who
lost their lives during those horrific attacks, including the first responders and community
members who sought to help the crash victims. The Elks have developed a Patriotism Week
Proclamation that | encourage all Lodges across our great country to embrace. The proclamation
is located in the Fraternal Committee section of elks.org in a pdf format:
elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/files/patriotismWeekProclamation.pdf.

Please take the time to download this very important proclamation. Have your local government
officials place it on their agenda to recognize our freedom and to honor our nation.
Remember “Elks Care — Elks Share” and “We Are THE Elks.”

God bless our great Order, our troops, and the United States of America.




From the Office of the Secretary

Dear Members,

Our September meetings will be held on the 13t and the 27" at 7:00 PM.
September 13t we will also be having Initiation of new members. Please attend this

meeting to welcome them to our lodge!

Orientation for these new members to be held on September at 7:00 PM with PER William
Watson. All members and Committee Chairs are welcome to attend this meeting. Bill does

a great job with his presentation — you might learn more about Elkdom at his presentation.

Congratulations to Cheryl Kehl who was elected by our membership at our last Lodge
Meeting as our new Esteemed Lecturing Knight. We all are so happy for you and know

that you will be a valuable contributor to our lodge as an Officer.

We currently have 46 members who have not paid their dues yet. You should have
received a new reminder notice in the mail in August. Mary Thornton and | will be making
phone calls to help you get your dues paid. You can also pay with a check, cash or credit

card with the bartender on duty as well. Thank you!

Please invite a friend or two to join our Lodge. Membership across the USA is growing,
and the best way for our lodge to grow too is by asking a friend to come to the lodge with

you for one of our many events and dinners! That's how | became an Elk 14 years ago.
Respectfully,

Deborah Reedy, PER
Jacksonville Lodge Secretary “Florida Elks Shine Bright”

Lodge: 904-721-1155 State President — Joe Cooper
Cell: 518-791-1025
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September’s Elk of the Month chosen by ER David Graham
Elk of the Month goes to....... KATHY GLASS!

Congratulations to Kathy Glass, you
are our Elk of the month!

You always have a smile on your
face, and your willingness to help out
at any event, in the kitchen, Breakfast
with our Veterans and Friday night
dinners are much appreciated and
does not go unnoticed.

Enjoy your parking spot!

Upcoming Elk Events - Save the Date!

September 2" — Comedy Night with Nick Harvey & Chicken Marsala
Dinner (Tickets available at the bar or on Eventbrite.com)
September 7t — Orientation for new members

September 13t — New members Initiation during Lodge meeting
October 28t — Clays for Children’s Therapy Services Skeet Shoot
Fundraiser 9:00 AM

October 28t — Watch the Florida/Georgia Game at the lodge
October 28t — Halloween Party 7:00 PM - Costume Contest and
Pumpkin Carving Contest

September 7 — 5t Annual Military Baby Shower Planning Meeting at
6:30 PM (Open to anyone who wants to get involved!)

NEW DATE! November 4th— Reverse Draw Event 1:00 — 6:00 PM

Upcoming activities in the Fall in the planning process are a flower
arrangement class, wreath making class, Paint ‘n Sip, 50’s Sock Hop and
more! Page 5



A Great Year in Highlights...

The Florida State Elks convention has come and gone, old friendships were
renewed, and new ones established. What | would liken to a statewide visitation,
221 was recognized by PER David B. McCranie, State Membership Chairman’s
report for having a 22-member net gain for the year (6.6%). Atta boyz go to not
only our lodge leadership but also our general membership because your smiles
and welcoming attitudes are what is selling our lodge & Order to the public.

Other individuals | would like to recognize for their individual efforts this year are
PER & Secretary Deb Reedy for keeping an open line of communication in the
lodge and helping keep things on a steady keel. Secondly congratulations to
Carla Rhymes & Robin Pipkins who have single handedly resurrected the
Americanism program in the lodge. In addition to fund raising with the garage
sales, seeking grants, and the organizing of community awards, they have
prodded the membership into an awareness that this Lodge & Order is all about
Americanism, services to our veterans, & the flag! Keep it up ladies; we older
members love you for it and are jealous of the energy you possess! Finally, |
would like to recognize Donnie Rowand of the House Committee (& its” members
also); whose tireless efforts behind the scenes have ensured a steady supply of

munchies & get-togethers for our members.

Submitted by Ralph DeCicco, PER
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Veterans Services Report

Happy Labor Day fellow Elks!

August was another successful month for us. Since starting our Welcome Home Kit
program in March, we delivered our seventh kit to a veteran who graduated from Five
Star Veterans Center - YAY! We currently have two kit requests for early September
move dates, so our partner organizations are successfully transitioning their veterans
to independent living. Additionally, we delivered 106 food items to Operation
Barnabas on the 14, with many being multipacks to help even more of their clients.
As it turned out, just that morning their CEO had been in contact with a veteran with
children who was in need of food, so our delivery was very timely! Thank you to all
who donated!

September is National Suicide Prevention Month, and unfortunately veterans are at
1.5 times higher risk of suicide than non-veterans. Women veterans suicide rates are
also increasing. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has mental health programs
to help veterans avoid taking their own life, and tracks statistics of suicide rates and
deaths. In their 2022 report, the VA reported that rates finally decreased in 2019 and
2020. If you know of anyone who may be struggling, encourage them to reach out to
the Suicide and Crisis Lifeline by calling 988 or texting 838255.

Sept 11 Patriot Day

Sept 15 POW/MIA Day (1979)
Sept 18 Air Force Birthday (1947)
Regards,

Karen Tracy
Veteran Services Committee Chair
904-260-9721

So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks will never forget them!
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H e
Americanismm Committee

Thursday August 17, 2023, the Jacksonville Elks Lodge #221 presented an “American Heritage
Corner” to the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department.

The Elks promote and practice the four cardinal virtues of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and
Fidelity.

We pride ourselves on civic and patriotic obligations. We bring so many more standards of
behavior, ethics, and professionalism to our communities by offering places where neighbors
come together, families share meals and children grow up.

We, as Elks Lodge members, take a similar oath as our Jacksonville Fire and Rescue personnel
that support our community and City of Jacksonville.

The Elks Lodge works cooperatively with Jacksonville Fire and Rescue to uphold and promote
these virtues and standards. We honor all civic services that aid in the safeguarding and
protection of life, liberty, and allegiance to the constitution of our nation.

Let’s honor these brave men and women who will forever go down in history known for their
sacrifices, compassion and devotion to humanity.

Our basic Freedoms rest on the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. We ask
everyone to rededicate yourself to the full performance of your duties as American citizens.

Heritage Corner Documents

e The Bill of Rights

¢ Declaration of Independence

e Elks Resolution on Law and Order

e Elks Declaration of American Principles
* The Constitution

e The Monroe Doctrine

® The Gettysburg Address

In closing.....

Thank you Randy Wyse, President of International Association of Firefighters Jacksonville Local
122 and 32 year JFRD veteran for your assistance in organizing this event. The IAFF has been
the driving force behind nearly every advance in fire and emergency services in the 21t
Century.

Carla Rhymes — Americanism Chair
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American Heritage Corner at JFRD

L-R: Bishop Percy Golden, JAX IAFF President Randy Wyse, Tony Langhals — Americanism
Committee/Inner Guard and Retired JFRD Firefighter Ron Snelling PER

Robin Pipkins — Harry Anna District Chair Carla Rhymes — Americanism Chair and Tony
and Leading Knight Langhals — Americanism Committee/Inner Guard
and Retired JFRD Firefighter Ron Snelling PER
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Please contact Lodge Chair Carla
Rhymes with any questions and
please turn in submissions to her by
12/15/2023.



Happy September Birthdays

01 Robert Dresch
01 Kathy Frey

02 Marlene Hayes
02 Douglas Klippel
02 John Rutherford
02 Josiane Vosefski
03 Bruce Robbins
05 Diane Dewsnap
05 Cheryl Kehl

07 Michael Sarka
07 Chad Stewart
09 Tony Deaton
09 Nicholas Kotek

11 David Hosch PER
11 Bryan Thornton
13 Luther Beenken

14 William Burns

14 Pamela Kirby

14 Kimberly Martin

15 Harvey  Warnock PDDGER
15 David Willett PER

17 Evan Goldman

18 Richard Browne

19 Allyn Jones

21 Elizabeth Martin

25 Tommy Sands

26 Rickey Sutton PER
27 Patricia Patrick
27 Anna Stemler

29 Keith Segars

Our Birthday Celebration will be on
September 16th !
Please bring a dish to share.

GAME Nights!!

See the Calendar for
Dates & Times!!
Bring your friends too for a
fun night!!

“BINGO” Sept. 7th & 21st
with Dixie!

And NEW...
“SHOW ME THE MONEY”
Sept. 14th & 28th

with Tina & Patsy!

Bunco Tuesday
9/12 6:30 PM Page 17






Support our Major Projects today!

Your one-time donation goes
to help those in need.
Your recurring gift goes even
further. It's that simple.

To Learn more visit:

www.floridaelks.org/camp

https://www.elkstherapy.com/
“Changing lives one mile at a
time”



http://www.floridaelks.org/camp
https://www.elkstherapy.com/







	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

