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Exalted Ruler Message 

Good Day Big Rapids Elks Lodge 974 Members! 
 
October was another outstanding month for our 
lodge.  We added some great new members to our 
membership rolls.  Brother’s Jeff Godfrey & Shane 
Strickler treated the club to UP Pizza.  I encourage all 
members to reach out to the lodge if they would like 
to cook a special  dinner or have an idea for a new exciƟng event.  
October was our State ConvenƟon at Shanty Creek Resort.  My wife 
and I spent Ɵme making new friends and learning about the new iniƟ-
aƟves for the year.  Special thanks to Tom Stellard for chairing our 
Trunk or Treat & Pumpkin Patch.  Thank you to all that parƟcipated in 
those events.  Shout out to two of our newest members Catherine 
Insley & Norma Naylor for their help at the Pumpkin Patch at MOISD.  
You ladies ROCK!  November is a YUUUGE month.  We have our annu-
al Feather Party on the 7th.  We will be raffling off turkeys and raising 
money for our Christmas ChariƟes. It  will be MC’d by our very own 
Bill Scheible.  Please come down for dinner, drinks and fun! We are 
hoping to raffle off 100 turkeys. We are also looking for help shopping 
and wrapping for our families and will be delivering in December.  On 
the 9th we will be having our Veteran’s Dinner.  Please invite anyone 
who has served to come in for a free Spagheƫ Dinner.  There will be a 
special guest speaker and celebraƟon of our service men and women.  
On the 19th Big Rapids will be having their Lights Parade Downtown.  
The Lodge will have a public license and be open at 4:30 for food and 
drinks.  We’ll have hot chocolate and chili that night.  The lodge will 
be closed the 24th & 25th in celebraƟon of Thanksgiving.   
 
Sincerely, 
Josh Eling 
Exalted Ruler  

LODGE OFFICERS 

2022 – 2023 

EXALTED RULER   LEADING KNIGHT 

Josh Eling  Open 

LOYAL KNIGHT  LECTURING KNIGHT 

Keith Kenney  Chad Currie -  PER 

ESQUIRE  CHAPLAIN 

James Lindsey, PER Phillip Currie, PER 

INNER GUARD  TILER 

Bruce Parker  Jim Allen 

SECRETARY  TREASURER 

Sue Johnson, PER  Eric Wolfe 

TRUSTEES  GOVERNING BODY 

Tom Stellard PER – 1 year  Four Elected Chair Officers 

Gary Cox  - 2 year   and Trustees 

Jason Rehkopf    – 3 year  

   

In Memoriam 
To Our Absent Members: 

“An Elk is Never Forgotten” 

David Lerew 

Having a Special Event? 

 
Reserve the Lodge Facilities for 

Your Special Event 
Call the Lodge at (231) 796-5451 

Rental is just $100 for Members plus 
$100 refundable cleaning deposit 

Sound System Available 



Our New Members 

Transfers / Demits / Reinstatements 
Propositions for Membership  

New Members 

 

 

November  MeeƟngs: 

Board of Directors       11/3 @ 6 PM 
     11/17 @ 6PM 

 
Lodge MeeƟng                    11/3 @ 7 PM 

     11/17 @ 7 PM 

     Planned IniƟaƟon 

Building Fund 

The  Board of Directors voted to establish a restricted 
building fund with a goal of raising $15,000. Please con-

sider making a contribuƟon.  

 

$20000 

$18000 

$15000 

$10000 

$7000 

$5000 

$3000 

$1000 

Current Balance $ 2774.00 

Basement Project! 
 



Anniversaries Birthdays  
Robert & Ruth Henderson 14 
Roger & Judy Carver 21 
Bill & Lynne Sceible 23 
Tom & Ann Stellard 26 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

Brian Thiede 2 
Bradley Coville 10 
Bill Taylor 10 
Tony  Foster 13 
Jason Hensel 14 
Joyce Sonntag 24 
Dave Krug 26 
Tom Stellard 26 
James Insley 27 

Jillaine Ruppel 29 
ChrisƟe Eling 29 
Nicholas Boerma 29 
Jeff Scarpelli 28 

   
Dan Wanink 30 

   
   

   
   

   

   
   
   

 

 

Barbara Kushmaul 3 
Mary Blakely 7 
Carol Semeyn 10 
Paula Foreman 12 
Vickie Simpson 19 
Ann Stellard 26 

Spouse Birthdays  



 

Calendar of  
Upcoming Events 

 

11/7 - Feather Party  

11/9 - Veteran’s Dinner 

11/11 - Veteran’s Parade 

11/19 - Festival of Lights  

            Parade 

 

 

Sickness  

& Distress 

Joyce Sonntag 

Pete Kent 

November Drink Special 

 

$1.00 

Assorted Beer, Seltzer & 
Cider Cans while they last 

 

November Friday  

Elktastic Dinner  

Schedule 

 

11/4/2022 - Tom’s Fish Fry 

11/11/2022 - Asian Buffet 

11/18/2022 - Sue’s Philly Cheese Steak Subs 

11/25/2022-**CLOSED** 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Last Months Happenings 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!! 

We wELKcomed 5 new members last month!  Have you brought a friend to visit 
and join lately ? 



  

 

SPONSERS 

We’d like to thank our sponsors for all they do.  If you are interested in advertising in the monthly 
newsletter please reach out to Christie Eling at eling13c@yahoo.com or 231-622-9822 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 
FEATHER 

PARTY 
@4:30 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
FESTIVAL OF 
LIGHTS PARADE @ 
6:00 

LODGE OPEN 
@4:30 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

November 2022 

 

CLOSED 

Thanksgiving 

VETERAN’S 
DINNER @ 

5:00 

Chili & Soup 

  Chili & Soup 

Chili & Soup 

Asian Buffet 

Veteran’s 
Day  

 

Philly 
Cheese 
Steak Subs 

  

Taco Salad 

Fish Fry 

 

Meatloaf  

& Mashed Pota-
toes 

CLOSED 

 Country Ribs 
& Scallop 

 Potatoes 


