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Lodge Meetings

Wed November 10, 2021 — Business
Wed November 17, 2021 - Initiations
House Committee Meeting
Wed November 10, 2021

Trustee Meeting

Wed November 10, 2021

(You must call or e-mail in advance to
be on the agenda)

P.E.R. Assn Meeting

Mon November 1, 2021 - 5:30pm

Bunco Night
November 9™ - Sign-up sheet is in the
Members Lounge

Poker Night

November 4™ and 18" - Seat Cards
handed out at 6pm - Cards are dealt at
6:30pm

Veteran’s Breakfast
November 14" — 8:30-11am

Taco Tuesday
November 9™ and 23™ - 5:30pm

Visalia Elks Lodge Bulletin
Periodical of the;

Visalia Elks Lodge #1298
Volume 21/22 Edition #8

News Submission Deadline

Submissions must be received on the 20"

of each month to be included in the next
newsletter. Send to:
kristy@rknstudio.com

“EXALTED RULLER' S CORNER”

Hope everyone has been staying in good health. | know that during this
time of year, with the constant temperature and weather changes, it can be
sunny one day then cold and rainy the next. This can cause a lot of health
issues for some. | truly hope yourselves, your friends and family remain in
good health during this coming Holiday season.

We had a very busy month of October at the lodge starting off with the
Annual Veterans Appreciation Picnic, a 3-day visit from CHEA President
Jay Larkins, First Lady Ginger Larkins and all the visiting State VP’s and
various other District Dignitaries. We even had a surprise visit from
California State Treasurer, Fiona Ma.

Then we wrapped the month up with the Vagabond’s Kids Halloween Trick
or Treat event - great food and a fun time for the kids trick-or-treating in
our RV park. Then later that evening a costume party for our members and
guests was a blast and it was awesome seeing so many of you dressed up
for the occasion.

| want to thank all the volunteers that stepped in to lend a hand this past
month. Whether you were a part of our awesome cooking teams or helped
with one of the events this past month, it is because of you, that our Lodge
was and continues to be successful. Thank you.

Finally, as the Holidays start crashing in on us, | know we will all feel the
stress of prepping for Thanksgiving and before we know it Christmas. So,
please don’t forget to carve a little time out for yourselves during the
Holiday months. Come down to the Lodge to enjoy some stress-free
activities with your fellow Elks.

Fraternally Yours,
Eli Ledesma
Exalted Ruler

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/ VISALIAELKSLODGE



Lodge Officers 2021/2022
Exalted Ruler Eli Ledesma
Leading Knight Mike Saulque

Loyal Knight Shawn Cooper
Lecturing Knight Kevin Colopy

Esquire Russell McKinney
Chaplain Ron Marshall PER
Inner Guard Jane Donald
Tiler Ted Donald PER
Secretary Judy Staley
Treasurer Dorothy Van
Wagoner
Trustees:
1-Year John Peters PER
2-Year Jorge Montano
3-Year Brenda Costa
4-Year Victor Perez
5-Year Tom O’Conner

Past Exalted Rulers *

Ronald Mathis 1976-77

Larry Paxton 1978-79

John Peters 1989-90

Jim Hay 1991-92

Robert Casey 1992-93

Al Hack 1995-96

Royce Gholson 1997-98,
98-99, 07-08

Rob Van Wagoner 1999-2000

Joe Alberti 2004-05,
05-06, 15-16

Ted Donald 2006-07

Dennis Oswalt 2014-15

Jan Lee 2016-17,
17-18

Ray Lewis 2018-19,
19-20

Ron Marshall 2020-21

*Active in Good Standing

Past Exalted Rulers from other lodges:
Ken Bridges  Tulare # 1424
Pat Dugan Tulare #1424

Member News:

Orientation and Initiation.
Next Orientation is November 17,
2021 at 5:30pm. Ball Room #2

Orientation is MANDATORY for all
candidates. Because of our current
situation, only candidates and

sponsors will be allowed to attend.

This is the beginning of the learning
process of the BPOE and what we
are all about.

Dinner will be served at 6:30pm and
candidates will have dinner on us.

Only members and candidates are
allowed in the lodge room. The
members lounge will be closed
during the initiation and lodge
meeting. Expect about an hour. No
beverages are allowed in the lodge
room.

Note to Sponsors: Please make
reservations for your candidates
and notify them of the above listed
times. Sponsors should escort their
candidates to orientation, dinner
and initiation. Attire is business
casual.

NO SHORTS, FLIP FLOPS,
“T-SHIRTS OR JEANS
DURING THE INITIATION...

Candidates for voting in
November

Oscar Acevedo - by Jeremiah Gilson
Eddie Ausherman — by Bob Ausherman
Sr.

Eric Dias — by Chuck Fishel

Gary Fonseca - by Bob Ausherman
Anthony George - by John Kennedy
William Holvik — by Brock Robertson
Jason Kennedy — by Nanette Lochridge
Mark Manro - by Terry Dodson
Catherine Milburn - by Karen
Schneider

Casey Milburn - by Jeff Schneider
Ernest Mundy - by Richard Grissom
Eva Rasmussen — by Scott Manley
Kerry Ribeiro — by Reuel Stevens

Lori Urias — by Pedro Ferreria

Anita Underwood - by Jennifer Cawley
Marco Vaca - by Mercedes Leos
Michael Velasquez — by Chris Calhoun
John Zotti — by Reuel Stevens

KNOW SOMEONE WHO’S NOT GETTING THE BULLETIN?

Help them get the info they need by visiting our website:
www.visaliaelks.org and subscribing to the mailing list (on the home page
on the right side). You can even do this from your phone. Once they enter
their name/email into the subscription form, they’ll get an email to confirm
their subscription. After it's confirmed, they’ll receive the monthly bulletin
and the weekly What’s Happening This Week email that is sent out on

Mondays.

From the Secretary’s Desk

WEDNESDAY DINNER INFO

Wednesday night dinners are back
for indoor dining. We will still try to
do the “to-go” containers but they
will be available AFTER dinner is
served in the ballroom. Please do
not go into the kitchen looking for
your food. You need to check-in with
Laurel and then go to the pick-up
table where your dinner will be
labeled. The cooks have enough to
do with getting dinners out to those
dining, they can’t stop and get your
to-go before service is completed.




VISALIA ELKS COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Americanism

Auditing & Accounting
Begs. & Living Trusts
Business Practices

Drug Awareness
Government Relations
Hoop Shoot

Insurance & Safety
Lodge Activities
Membership/Indoc.
National Foundation ENF
National Foundation Grants
Nat Vets Service

Public Relations

Major Project

Ritual Training
Scholarships

Scouting

Youth Activities

Dan Dieterich

Rod Aguiar

LaRuth Chance
Judy Staley

Thomas Higgins

Ray Lewis PER

Brian Chance

John Peters PER
Judy Staley

Dorothy VanWagoner
Melanie McKimmons
Melanie McKimmons
Steve Williams
Stacey Marshall

La Ruth Chance

Ray Lewis PER

Bill Flores

Melanie McKimmons
Kim Chance

A Coin a Day so they can
Walk, Talk, See and Play!

PURPLE PIG THANKS YOU ALL

Kevin Cooksey

Century Club: Claude Phillips

A big thank you for the $40 donated from the Poker group from
their October poker night. A big thank you to Kim and Mike
Burchett who made burritos and sold them. We appreciate all
that played and made a purchase supporting our state major

project (Purple Pig).

Continue to turn in you purple pig donations any day 8 to 11 at
the Elks office. Thank you for your continued support of our
children we help with all the donations to our state major
project Purple Pig. All monies donated are much needed to
continue to provide for our children in California and Hawaii
that need help from our CHEA therapists. Have a wonderful
November. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Thought of the month: WELCOME NOVEMBER: New month,
New chapter, New page and New wishes. May the month give
you courage, strength, Confidence, patience, love and inner
peace. May every day in November fill your days with Hope,
Love, Sunshine and Energy. Let there be Joy, Fun and
Laughter. Have a fantastic month.

LaRuth Chance

Kitchen & Event Volunteer Thanks

10-6-21 Wednesday Night dinner

Team Leader: Ruckin Fidiculous (Scott & Joe)
Crew: Rod & Stacy Jared, Michelle Nelson, Mike
Saulque, Russ McKinney, Anna Paddock

10-26-21 Taco Tuesday

Team Leader: Diana Martinez

Crew: Floyd Martinez, Mike Wiebe, Jamie Duncan,
Laurel Flores

10-10-21 Veteran’s Breakfast — 330 Guests
Team Leader: Tom Hansen

Saturday Prep Crew: Ed & Jean Shields, Ron
Vasquez, Scott Reeder, Reule Stevens
Sunday Breakfast:

Hostesses: Judy Staley & LaRuth Chance
Front Lounge: Chuck and Eric Fishel

Omelet Cooks: Scott Reeder, Lori Jackson, Scott
Nelson, Ron Marshall, Mike Saulque and Janie
Donald

Kitchen Cooks:

Sausage and Potatoes: Brian Fishel

Bacon: Phil Fortney

Gravy: Brian Kliekpoff

Servers:

Susie Mooney (Bacon and Sausage)

Justin Kinderknecht (Potatoes)

James Silva (Pancakes & French Toast)

Rae Crawford (Biscuits and Gravy)
Dishwashers: Craig Williams, Eric Bush, Ted
Donald

Back up Cooks: Jorge Montano, Steve Chance
Bussers: Girl Scouts

Please note: If you’d like your cooking team to get
credit in the bulletin, please be sure to fill out the

form and turn it into the office. We only publish what
we get submitted.

HELLO. NOVEMBER!

New month. new beginnings!




Upcoming events: Upcoming events - cont.

Annual Larry fishel
SATURDAY Memorial Turkey Shoot
NOV b Chili Cook-off
a ' = Raffles | S0/50 | Music and MORE
v ‘ 7 Purchase your targets in the
/02/ Member's Lounge for $20
To enter your team in th
100(§m3oopm ._,. Sock:olf call the office. Ve[edw/w Rmeak{au
Location: Visalia Elks Lodge #1298 8 30 // oom
3100 W Main St., Visalia, CA
Turkey Shoot and Chili Cook-Off Veteran’s Breakfast - November 14"
November 6" Eggs/Omelet bar, Potatoes, Bacon, Sausage,
Purchase your targets in the Member’s Lounge for $20. To French toast, P.ancakes,. Biscuits and Gravy
enter your team in the cook-off, please call the office. 8:30 to 11:00am

Adults - $12.00 | Kids under 12yrs - $10 |
Veterans - $8.00

YN Do ony)
CHRISTMAS T0Y DRIVE

Toy Collection begins at Drive-Thry 8
Breakfast on Nov. 14th 8:30am - Tam,

After that, toys can be dropped off in the Elks
Office Mon-Fri from 8am-11am or during
regular Members Bar hours. Deadline to

Nevembey I ar e

JOIN US FOR BUNCO
SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT BUNCO NIGHT

IN THE MEMBERS LOUNGE receive Toys is December 15th.
November 9" - Bunco Night Toys for Tots Christmas Toy Drive starts -
Sign-up sheet is in the Members Lounge November 14™ at Veteran’s breakfast

ook Yot O, Gk
“ %{%Owgﬂom W

1298 Cigar Club - November 11*" at 6:30pm *RSVP by June Sth*

If you enjoy a good a cigar or you’re just curious about cigars, November 19%" — Cook Your Own Steak
this will give members an opportunity to meet at least once a Night Returns

th. W t on the 2" Thursd f h th at 6:30pm.
mon e meet on the ursday of each month a pm 6:00  8:00 pm
Steak $20 | Chicken $19 | Salmon $18

Baked potato, salad, green beans, roll and dessert.

MUST RSVP by Thursday Nov. 18" at 12pm



NEW SIGN FUNDRAISER UPDATE:

There was about $4600 in sales and about $3,930 in profit
towards the new sign project. Aaron Swain was the winner and
you can check out the FB Live video of the ticket being pulled
on Sunday. Here’s a photo of Aaron after the Traeger was
loaded up. Congratulations Aaron and thank you to everyone
who purchased a ticket.

Elks National Foundation Estate Planning

There is never a great time to discuss estate
planning. It's not an easy topic to broach, but it is
an important one that shouldn't be ignored since
almost 70% of Americans do not have a valid will.

Do you have plans to ensure that the people and
programs you care about are taken care of after
you're gone? The ENF has resources to help you
make arrangements for your estate. Just visit the
ENF's Planned Giving website to get started.
Including the ENF in your estate plans is an
excellent way to leave a legacy through support of
your favorite Elks programs —and you may be
eligible for recognition benefits during your lifetime
as well.

We're just a phone call (773/755-4866) or email
(enf@elks.org) away

HALLOWEEN PARTY RECAP

The Party Crew (BPC) would like to send a BIG thank you out
to our members that volunteered with set up and the attendees
that came to our annual Halloween Costume Party this past
Saturday. We sold over 200 tickets to this year’s event and
thoroughly enjoyed all the creativity that went into the
costumes. If you haven’t seen some of the photos posted in
our Visalia Elks Lodge Member’s group on FB, be sure to go
take a look. Our Member’s certainly know how to dress to
impress ... even when it comes to a Halloween Costumel!!

In October, we welcomed 18 new members ... if you see one of
them in the bar, be sure to introduce yourself and welcome
them.

To us in America the
reflections of Veteran's Day
will be filled with solemn pride
in the heroism of those who
died in the country's service,
and with gratitude for the

victory, both because of the
thing from which it has freed
us and because of the
opportunity it has given
America to show her sympathy
with peace and justice in the

> councils of nations.

As long as there are Veterans the Benevolent and
Protective Order of ELKS will never forget them

(from Elks Social Network FB Page)

November is the
month to remind us
to be thankful for
the many positive
things happening in
our life. |



VAGABONDS TRAVELS

With the past 2 years activities directed by Covid-19 restrictions, the idea of
Thanksgiving and Christmas coming just weeks away seems unreal. | am having a hard
time wrapping my mind around the fact only 3-1/2 weeks until Thanksgiving and 8-1/2
weeks until Christmas, but | am not having a hard time looking forward to being able to
attend more regular Vagabond Rallies.

Vagabond activities are revving up a little with the Annual Rig Decorating and Kids
Trick-or-Treating event October 28 to 31 at the lodge RV area. Susan Garvin was
trailboss. Due to scheduling conflicts, there were not as many rigs participating this
year, but that is not to say Susan didn’t spear-head a fun-filled time for all with hot
dogs and chili beans Thursday eve, pot luck Friday eve and Saturday her famous
“hobo” stew and then the fun with the kiddos enjoying decorated rigs and, of course,
the treats being shared as well. Thank you, Susan, and your helpers for another event
in our Vagabond Memory Book. Looking forward to next year and many rigs joining the
festivities.

There will be 20 rigs heading to Orange Grove, Bakersfield from November 11 to 14 for
a long-awaited rally. Trail bosses are Eddie and Danette Renteria. We are all looking
forward to fun, laughter and good food. Eddie and Danette are always so warm and
gracious, and | am sure their hospitality will be evident all weekend long at the rally. |
feel like a little kid waiting for the candy store to open so | can find out what is in store
for the weekend.

The Vagabonds send a warm welcome to new members Chris and Jennifer Calhoun.
Fun times are around the corner for you.

On a sad note, Vagabond Joyce O’Rafferty passed away October 15 after fighting a
long, courageous battle with cancer. She will truly be missed and never forgotten for
her beautiful smile and fun loving spirit. Our sincere sympathy to Mike and the family.

One more time | am saddened to pass along former Vagabond member, Arlen Lynn,
passed away mid-November. Jane and Arlen Lynn were active Vagabond members
until health issues and RV traveling weren’t a good mix. Even though they were not with
us physically, they were always in our hearts. We have many warm thoughts and
memories of fun times together. The Vagabonds extend our sincere sympathy to Jane
and her family in their loss.

Vagabonds, mark your calendar now for the Annual Christmas Party here at the lodge
Saturday night, December 11. Ladean Pearce has her thinking cap on and will share
more details at the November 17 RV meeting.

In closing, here is a thought to ponder - Thanksgiving comes once in a year, but may
the feeling of gratitude live in our hearts all year round. Frank and | wish all a Blessed
Thanksgiving Day.

See you November 17 RV meeting, Frank and Kathy Kelly

SOME PHOTOS FROM THE
TRICK-OR-TREAT EVENT




BPOE VISAILIA T ODGE #120S
NEWSI.ETITER SPONSORS

NEWSLETTER
SPONSORS

Burglar Alarm/Video Surveillance Services & Repair

Long-Range Wireless Data Communications

Kris Herd
President

559-684-9112
1425 Lewis Lane

Tulare, California 93274

kris@istconsulting.net

* Front-end Alignment
+ Brakes - Suspension ~ www.visaliatireandwheel.com

TIRE & WHEEL

Shop: 15445 Ave. 296 * Visalia, CA 93292
Mailing: P.O. Box 509 * Visalia, CA 93279

DAN HELZER

24 Hour Tire Service: 559.627.3100

|

g o
Over 30 Ycars - Pre-Ballet « Ballet
in Visalia ~ !
) Tap « Jazz « Hip Hop
“ﬂ, Theatre Dance Class
OnCé'-G .i Competition Group
Teresa Vidak
242 Fast Oak « Beginning
Visalia, California 93291 Z '"}\zfmedlaéc .
- . vanced »
559.733.9414
(Comer of Garden & Ouk) 3 Years through Adult

ANAGEMENI:

@QRGAL €STATE SALES
Since 1980

JASON HUTTON, GRI

General Manager/Broker

559-733-3385 EAL 12
FAX 550-733-5366

300 W. SCHOOL ANENUE

\SALA, CA 93291
UCENSE #O1793843 [E

EMAIL JASON@MILLCREEKMGT.COM
WWW.MILLCREEKMGT.COM

ey

Kristy Cooper

RN Studio

Responsive Knowledge Now

Website Design & Marketing 818-679-6658

kristy@rknstudio.com

www.rknstudio.com

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Califorma Realty

ROBERTCASEY (559)280-7280

BREN 01074261

TOUCHTUNES

& AMI MUSIC COUNTER TO GAMES
Marks Vending CO.
Jamie

(559)731-1045

TOYS CRANE &
CANDY CRANES

MARKVEND2@YAHOO.COM

THE LAW OFFICE OF

RALPH F. KAELBLE

office 559.732.1825 cell 559.679.8894

208 West Main Street, Suite J
Visalia, CA 93291

rkaelble@kaelblelaw.com

(7)) Bristol Hospice
VISALIA

Joe Greene - Hospice Liaison

CELL: (559) 4760886
TEL: (550) 7417220
FAX: (559) 6354869

joe.greene@bristolhospice.com

Bristol Hospice - Visakia

2439 West Whitendale, Suite B
Visalia, CA 93277

www.bristolhospice.com

“OUR BULLETIN SPONSORS”
These good folks have donated to help keep our monthly newsletter coming to
each and every one of our members. We appreciate their consideration. If you
are interested in being a sponsor in future bulletins, please contact the office.

The cost is $100 a year and it can be prorated if needed.
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Members with a birthday this month get a FREE dinner on any dinner of the month,

NOYENEER including Friday Steak Night. (Excludes Prime Rib, Rib Nights, Fireside Dinners, Crab and
BIRTHDAYS Shrimp Feeds. Get A Free Beverage on your birthday in the lounge.
1 Matthew Carter 14 Richard E Randolph 27 Donald R Brown
John Karbo 15 Robert Hoskins Jeffrey Gruber
Scott Taves Brian Kennemer Mike Harrell
2 Randall G Hall Roger Tyler Michael McPhail
Ricky E Johnson Frank Weekly 28 Ashlie Cooper
Russell L McKinney Ken Williams Terry Dodson
Jesse Benjamin Vidito 16 Eric Bush Richard McGovran
3 Brenda Costa Rusty Lantsberger David L Rumbaugh
4 8arol FRObleS joﬂn gk_?gg;. Herbert P Schneider
reg Feaver ohn ashjian
Kenneth Harback 17 Christopher Allen 29 g?;::rlzl:;an
Vincent Muto Robert DeMichellie
5 Edward H Fischer Thomas Friedberg Matt Wallace
6 Christal Derington Marshall Lapp 30 lan Bakke
Greg Ferreira Jeff Morris Del R Bern
Corey Sedgwick Brian Thoburn Dennis Clevenger
Michael A Short 18 Leroy A Bremer Eric Fishel
Robert S Vasilovich Justin Carrillo Nicholas Janca
7 Brock Bovetti Jarold H Feldstein Russel D Miller
Kaitlin DeGroot Eddie Renteria Thomas L Runyon
Jeremiah Gilson Eric Ritchie
Allyn Heiserman Joseph Tudor
George Pfefferkorn Tom Henry Van Gronigen
8 Penny DeJarnatt 19 Toni Coop :
Daniel David Dieterich Ryan Samuels C Nappy
Monica Peterson 20 Sylvia Arredondo @:‘r’lf)—dé)y /
Liliana Saballa 21 Larry Cotta :
9 James W Tunnell Steve W Martin
Garrett Dean Weese Tyler S Veyna
10 Robert Casey 22 Daniel Marquez Y
Todd Son 23 Ray Ensminger T Néj 2
11 Gareth A Jones Jeffrey B Parlier by A A f;’é? sty CRDES. .
Ronald L Pugh 24 Frank B Kelly / fiey WD
Diana Velasquez Ronald Maciver Lii il / {ﬂ}
12 Ron E Greenall Ronald James Marshall
Jack R Lenox Neil M Nuotio
13 Jason Bliler Stacee Ward
Matthew Ely 25 Matt Lee
Rosalie Maldonado Karen Lowrey
John H Threadgill Belinda Roberts
Andrew J Vidak 26 Rusty Johnson
14 Wayne M Atkins Samia Shamroukh
John Bettencourt 27 Allen A Branco




