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307-690-4535 

rochs77@gmail.com 

JACKSON ELKS SUPPORT VETERANS WITH FLY RODS 

Jackson, WY –Jackson Elks Lodge No. 1713 had the unique opportunity to partner with the local non-

profit Honoring Our Veterans to provide a real Wyoming welcome to four well-deserving combat 

wounded veterans. Veterans Jessica Lee Ball, Joy Lamb, Melanie Keene Gibson, and Cindy Foster were 

outfitted with full fly-rod set-ups that were presented at the Lodge along with dinner, courtesy of 

Jackson Elks Lodge No. 1713’s Veteran’s Committee. 

“Honoring Our Veterans told us about these four wounded veterans that they were bringing out to 

Jackson Hole for a fishing trip on the Snake,” said Jackson Elks Lodge Exalted Ruler Pete Kendzior. “As 

soon as I heard that, I asked if the Jackson Elks could buy them some fly rods and have a dinner for them 

at the Lodge to show our appreciation for their sacrifices.” 

The fly rods were presented to the four veterans at a dinner held in their honor at the Jackson Elks 

Lodge on August 17, 2019. Then on August 20, 2019, along with members of Jackson Elks Lodge, 

Honoring Our Veterans took these well-deserving veterans on a guided fishing trip on the Snake River in 

Grand Teton National Park to use their new fly rods. These veterans had another chance to try out their 

new fly rods on a second float trip sponsored by Honoring Our Veterans on August 23rd as well. 

“Everyone had a great time, and huge smiles on their faces,” says Donnie Rodgers, Chairman of the 

Veterans Committee for the Jackson Elks Lodge. “Having the opportunity to support true heroes like this 

is what the Elks are all about.” 

Jackson Elks Lodge hopes to once again work with Honoring Our Veterans to purchase another set of fly 

rods for another group of wounded combat veterans coming to Jackson Hole later in September 2019. 

### 

  

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks was founded in 1868 to promote and practice the four cardinal virtues of 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity; to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its members; to quicken 

the spirit of American Patriotism and cultivate good fellowship.  Today the Elks are a fraternal order of nearly one million 

members with a network of more than 2,000 lodges in communities across the country.  Annually the Order spends more 

than $80,000,000 for benevolent, educational, and patriotic community-minded programs. 
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All photos credit Cathy Aronson 

 

Fly rods provided by Jackson Elks Lodge No. 1713 presented to visiting veterans. Pictured from left to right veteran Joy Lamb, 
veteran Melanie Keene Gibson, Jackson Elks Veterans Committee Chair Donnie Rodgers, veteran Jessica Lee Ball, Jackson Elks 
Exalted Ruler Pete Kendzior, and veteran Cindy Foster. 
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Veteran Joy Lamb puts her new fly rod to use on the Snake River in Grand Teton National Park 
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Veteran Cindy Foster taking a short break from fishing the Snake River 
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Veteran Jessica Lee Ball shows that the new fly rods work! 
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