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Hello Everyone

Christopher Columbus once said 
“You can never cross the ocean until 
you have courage to lose sight of 
the shore.”

So I think we need to discuss the issue of our membership, 
we are always searching for new members to join our 
ranks. I would like to request to everyone if we talk to one 
person a week about the Elks and what we do for our 
communities, and if we get one person a month to ask
please tell me more, we could have one person a month 
maybe join our lodge. 

Now just imagine how many new members we would have 
if all of us did that. 

I would like to mention one of our members, Chrissy Ellis. 
At the last meeting I had the privilege to give Chrissy two 
pins from the Grand Exalted Ruler because she brought in 
six new members,
Now that is as we say in the military “Above and beyond 
the call of duty.”

Congratulations Chrissy, Job well done.

Lets all do this together and just ask one person a week.
Have a great month of June and get ready for July the 4th…

Your Exalted Ruler
Richard C Kreitzinger

2026-2027 

Lodge Officers

 Exalted Ruler……………………..…  Rich Kreitzinger 
exaltedruler@wdmelks.com

 Leading Knight..……..……….……  Paul Stiles

 Loyal Knight……..….……….….….  Frank Dunn

 Lecturing Knight.……….…...……  Jodi Greene

 Esquire …………..……….…….………………….. Open 
 Tiler…..……………….……………….… Kevin Marean
 Inner Guard…………...…….……………... Kyle Koch
 Chaplain.…….………………...…….... Andy Hansen

 Treasurer…………………….. Craig Crossland, PER
                                     treasurer@wdmelks.com

 Secretary……………………………….. Toby Charloe
                                    secretary@wdmelks.com

Trustees
 1 Year Trustee.... .………. Greg Weinschenk, PER
 2 Year Trustee….……..………... Becky Young, PER
 3 Year Trustee…..….…….….….…. Roger Fiori, PER
 4 Year Trustee….….…….….Michael Buckley, PER
 5 Year Trustee….….…………...….Chrissy Ellis, PER

West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752

June 2026 Newsletter
2060 NW 94th St Clive, IA 50325
www.wdmelks.com  515-252-1717

The West Des Moines Elks Newsletter is 
published monthly, Edited by Greg & Terri Osby.

All articles must be submitted by the 20th of 
each month.  Please submit your articles to 

news@wdmelks.com

Message From Your Exalted Ruler



2

TRUSTEE CORNER
I’d like to share with you all a message from Paul Ryan PGER and our State Sponsor from the 2026 Spring 
State Convention. – Roger Fiori
            ——— 

“I knew I was in the right place tonight when I saw a room full of people who care deeply about charity, com-
munity… and who’s buying the next round.”

The Elks organization is one full of Energy, Enthusiasm, Empathy, and strong Ethics. And doesn’t that describe 
every Elk—especially the dedicated ones here today?

We are Loyal—loyal to our communities, our youth, our veterans, and to each other. That loyalty is what 
strengthens our bonds and keeps our mission alive.

We are Kind. Kindness is the foundation of our order. It drives us, defines us, and allows us to lift others up 
whether through a helping hand, a kind word, or support for meaningful programs.

And we are Steadfast—strong, unwavering, and committed to serving others no matter the challenge before 
us.

Energy, Loyalty, Kindness, and Steadfastness—these are not just words. They are who we are as Elks.

Our lodges are more than buildings—they are places where friendships are formed, where laughter is shared, 
and where we come together as one.

Being an Elk means being selfless. It means being sincere in our purpose and compassionate in our actions. It 
means showing up, stepping forward, and making a difference.

If you know the origins of the Elks, you know that compassion and charity are at the heart of everything we 
do. Through our programs and our commitment to service, we stand united in making our communities 
better.

So today, I encourage each of you—continue to bring Energy into everything you do. Stay Loyal to this great 
order and to one another. Lead with Kindness in your hearts. And remain Steadfast in your dedication to ser-
vice.

Now go out and be the difference. Be proud. Be strong. Be ELKS. It’s great to be an Elk!
Stay safe, stay healthy, and God bless.

Paul Ryan PGER and Iowa State Sponsor

Life Membership Nomination Notice: Mike Halpin

Mike Halpin was initiated on 11/17/1980 at the Boone Lodge # 563, Mike has been a member for 46 years. 
He transferred from Cedar Rapids Lodge #251 to our lodge in July 2025. Mike held officer positions at the 
Boone Lodge from Inner Guard to Exalted Ruler. During that time Mike was on the Ritual competition team at 
several National Conventions. Mike also served as a Trustee for 5 years and was appointed as the State Vice 
President for the Northwest District and was certified as a National Ritual Judge and judged several 
competitions. Mike was the Iowa State Elk of the year in 1995.

According to Statutes 14.260 (c) Exalted Ruler shall set a date for the election with at least a ten-day 
notice to the Membership. This is the official notice of the nomination of Mike Halpin for Life Membership 
into our West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752. The Election will take place on June 8th at the 1st Lodge Meeting 
in June. 

Any questions or comments can be directed to Exalted Ruler Rich Kreitzinger 
or Greg Weinschenk, PER, Trustee.
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Our Special Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast Buffet
 and Bake Sale was a BIG success!

Our May 10th Mother’s Day Breakfast was a “knock Out”, serving 220 mothers, families and guests as each 
mother received a beautiful carnation which truly made it a special day & kept mother’s out of the kitchen. 

We served 16 complimentary Breakfast to Veterans who were transported to our Lodge from the Des Moines 
VA Hospital Domicile. We always thank them for their service. They are grateful and enjoyed our breakfast. 
Nina Steele handed out packets of toiletries to all of the veterans. They were very appreciative for the items 
they received.  Our volunteers “rock” as they are special too, coming in on Sunday morning on Mother’s Day 
to serve our fantastic members and guests: Doug Laird, Neil Davies, Dallas Morris, Forrest Laidlaw, 
Ted DuPuy, Toby Charloe, Mark Flohr PER, Karen Flohr, Michael Shieffer, Alice Jensen, Gloria Riesberg, 
Rosie Surber, Nina Steele Robert Greenway, MJ (Mary Jo Brown) (Bar), and Larry Cramer PER. Thanks again 
to Mark Bergmann for taking out and bringing in our breakfast signs. Also, a big thank you to Nina Steele for 
all her time taking the left-over food to the Bethel Mission to help feed the homeless. 
This month our Bake sale brought in $276 from free will donations which will support our Lodge Charity Fund.  
We want again to thank Jen Becker, Joyce McMickle, Jean Shade, Gloria Criswell and Nancy Newcomb for 
their continued support of the bake sale. And, thank you, also all the members and spouses that provide 
the food for the bake sale.

Our delicious breakfast buffet includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage 
Patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and chocolate chip 
Pancakes), orange juice, milk and coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. Only $11 for adults 
and $5 for children 10 and under. Remember!! Always the second Sunday of the Month starting at 8 a.m. 
All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities. 

Again, thanks to all of our volunteers. Bring your neighbors and friends and we will see you  at our June 
Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale on June 14th, 2026.  Please pay the bartender for your breakfast.

Join Us - Sunday, June 14th
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“So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.”
Elks Do Care, Elks Do Share

Welcome Home Kit “Than You Note”
This Veteran received a "Welcome Home Kit" with 

items specifically for him from our lodge.The West Des Moines Lodge provided 15 Welcome 
Home kits during the 2025/2026 Elks year.  The total 
cost was $4447.00; the lodge was reimbursed for 
each KIT from the Elks National Veterans Service 
Commission! 
Sheila Morris, wife of member Cliff Morris, got the 
program off the ground and does the shopping for 
the program.

Welcome Home Kits are intended to help our lodge 
serve veterans  who are exiting homelessness and 
entering permanent housing. 
The Kit program is just one of six programs the Elks 
National Veterans Service has available to help lodges 
provide support to veterans. 

Pictured is Sheila Morris delivering a KIT to the SSVF 
(Supportive Services for Veteran Families) of Des 
Moines Iowa and Katy Nelson a SSVP Case Manager.

Wdm Elks’ Providing “Welcome Home 
Kits” to newly “homed” Veterans.

Charity giving by West Des Moines Elks continues to grow!

According to Charity reporting by our members the number of Elks and non-Elks (spouses, widows, friends, 
etc.) participating in charity work increased, the number of hours increased, the number of miles driven 
increased, the amount of non-cash donations (clothes, food, supplies etc.) increased and cash donations 
increased! Don’t forget to send in your charity reports.  You can fill them out and put them in the Secretary 
Box next to the guest book by the front door. 
Call me if you need help. 
Toby Charloe (918) 533-2267
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Heritage Scholarship 2026 

Thank you to our members who supported our scholarship program by participating in fundraisers or 
donations, these scholarships would not be possible without your dedication to our lodge.

I am proud to announce our lodge is awarding four $1500 scholarships this year.

Congratulations to our recipients:

Jordan Crannell -Granddaughter of Gary Lewis. She is graduating from Adel De Soto Minburn and is 
planning on attending Iowa State University.

Carleigh Ridnour – Stepdaughter of Kelli Barton. She is graduating from Roosevelt High School and is 
planning on attending Des Moines Area Community College.

Jaedyn Stites – Granddaughter of Michelle Sites. She is graduating from Ankeny Centennial High School 
and is planning on attending Des Moines Area Community College.

Alexandrea Wiltse – Daughter of Brett Wilske. She is graduating from Johnston High School and is 
planning on attending the University of Northern Iowa. 

NEW this year the recipients are required to do four hours of volunteering at the Elks. 
Please make them feel welcome and wish them well in college.  

Due to very busy 
schedules, only two 
of our scholarship 

winners were 
able to attend our 

presentation night. 

Pictured are; 
Michelle Stites,
Jaedyn Stites,

 Carliegh Rednour
and Kelli Barton

The Johnston 
High School award 

ceremony 
included our 

WDM Elks Heritage 
Scholarship winner 

Alex Wiltse! 
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Left to Right:  Jodi Greene, Lecturing Knight;  
Troy Richards; Dawn Osmonson Sturm; 
Matt Carpenter; Shane Huston; Paul Stiles, Leading 
Knight; and Rich Kreitzinger, Exalted Ruler.

Welcome to our Elks Family! 
New Members initiated

on April 27th, 2026!

When you see 
a new face 

introduce yourself!

The 26th Annual Elks Junior Golf Tournament is Friday, July 31st
Location: American Legion Memorial Golf Course, 1301 South 6th Street, 
Marshalltown Iowa 50158
Time:  Tee time & Shot Gun start 9:00 am
Age Groups: Boys & Girls 10-11, 11-12, 14-15, 16-17

If interested Contact the WDM Elks Lodge for details or Anna Marie Nielsen 
SW District Youth Golf Chair.

Our West Des Moines 
Charity Golf Fundraiser 

is coming! 

See Flyers in 
THIS Newsletter!
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Report: MARSHALLTOWN VETERANS HOME
Spring Fish Fry was held on May 16th 2026!

Our lodge continues to be very supportive of the Annual Iowa Elks Association Veterans Home Fish Fry which 
was held Saturday May 16th.   Our 9 lodge volunteers met at the Lodge at 8:00am and car pooled up to the 
home (about an hour drive). 

Left to right:  Rich Johnson, Amy Welch, Dean & Jean Saltz, Toby Charloe, 
Rita Lans, Larry Cramer PER, and Karen & Mark Flohr PER.

We participated in serving approximately 80 Veteran wheelchair patients who we brought down from their 
rooms to the dining room, helped serve food, carry trays and clean tables; then take them back to their 
rooms. There was a total of 62 Iowa Elks Volunteers.

Best of all the Veterans enjoyed the delicious fish fry which included 160 pounds of fried Pollock, which was 
cooked by Steve Hicks PER and Lisa Widick, both of Perry Lodge #407 and the fish breaded by Ricky Bob of 
Des Moines Lodge #98. The meal also included baked beans, scalloped potatoes, apple sauce, Jello salads, 
rolls, coffee, tea, milk or water, and of course ice cream. 

All of the above is sponsored by the Iowa Elks Association, prepared, cooked and served by Iowa Elks from 
many Lodges. The Marshalltown Veterans Home is currently the residence of approximately 374 Iowa Veter-
ans and spouses.

Our volunteers and past volunteers who have experienced giving a little bit of their time know that it is very 
exhilarating and makes one very humble. The Veterans are excited to meet with us and all enjoyed our com-
pany and companionship. And of course, we thank them for their service. We always come away with a good 
feeling. 

“So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.”

Elks Do Care, Elks Do Share
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Lodge Activities 
CommitteeLAC Meeting Minutes 

ELKS ANGELS
Tuesday June 9th at 1pm

lunch at:  Skip’s Restaurant, 
4000 Fleur Dr Des Moines

Please come join us.  We have 
happy talks, laughs and lots of 
fun and would love to see you! 

Marge (515) 371-3158

July 24, Friday. Back to School Fundraiser/Mike Aceto’s playing.
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Another Successful 

Kentucky Derby Party!

Winner’s of the Hat Contest.
1st place, Kaylie Carey
2nd place, MaryAnn Kreitzinger
3rd place, Kristi McCune
Winners were chosen 
by audience applause!
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Tuesday June 2nd
and  

Tuesday June 16th 
at 6:30pm

We will be playing Sweep! 
Plus, bring your favorite game 

board games, cards, etc.  
Attendees will agree upon  

what games to play together!

Join Us!  
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Join Us - Sunday, June 14th
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BOURBON NIGHT
Thursday, June 18th at 6:30pm

Bourbon Night is once per month
always on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

Let’s celebrate 
NATIONAL BOURBON DAY 

a little late—the actual date is the 14th.  
But we can celebrate any day!

Come join the fun as we sample 
some “wheated bourbon”.  

After the samples we will offer a “POUR” 
or a Wheat Old Fashioned Cocktail 

featuring non-traditional bitters (peach, 
sassafras, and sorghum).

We never need an excuse to 
drink bourbon.  Do you?

See you on the 18th!
Wheated Bourbon:
All bourbon requires a mash bill of at least 51% corn, aged in new charred oak barrels. Traditional bourbon 
uses rye as its secondary grain for a spicy kick. "Wheated" bourbon replaces that rye with wheat, resulting in 
a softer, sweeter, and smoother flavor profile with prominent notes of vanilla and caramel. 
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We are looking for Sponsors!
Perhaps you would like to be a sponsor—or know a business that 

would be interested in supporting our 2026 Charity Golf Fundraiser?
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Come Celebrate with me!

Tuesday, June 23rd at 6pm
All Members and their guests 

are welcome to join us and help 
celebrate all of this month’s Birthdays!

Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided!

The individuals listed above can stop in for a free “birthday 
cocktail,  beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in 

which they are recognized in our newsletter!  

If we missed your birthday – please let us know!  

Wish these Elk Members 
& Spouses a special 

Happy Birthday!

BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!
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All listings are tentative – watch for email updates!
              If you don’t receive emails – Let us know! 

news@wdmelks.com

All Meals are $11.00 and served 
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.

    SUNDAY     MONDAY   TUESDAY WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY    FRIDAY  SATURDAY
 Open 4:30 – 9:00

  House/Board  
Meetings
6:30pm 

All Members welcome

1  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM

_________________________________

_________________________________

6:30pm Join Us

2 Open 4:30 – 9:00

No Scheduled 
Dinner

Stop up and 
Enjoy a Pizza!

Dinner Crews 
Needed!

3 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Firsty Thirsty 
Thursday

$2.50 Domestic Bottles
$8 Burger Baskets 

_________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: JC Criswell 
Call: Roger Halbur

Gloria Criswell, 
Mary Spoerl & Rita Lans

4 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 5 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 6

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: JC Criswell
Call: Roger Halbur 

Team: Gloria Criswell
Mary Spoerl Droessler 

and Rita Lans

7 Open 4:30 – 9:00

 Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

8   Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

Elks Angels
1:00pm Lunch

 at Skip’s Restaurant 
4000 Fleur Dr Des Moines

9 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Pork Tenderloin 
Sandwich

French Fries,
Salad 

& Dessert
Team Murphy

Serving at 6:15pm

10 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Passport to Summer! 

6:30pm 
__________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: Jason Larreau

Call: Larry Schweitzer
Nancy Newcomb, 

Jen Chambers 
& Jennifer Hushagen

11 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 12 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 

Elks Riders’

Blue Star Mothers 
Fundraiser 
cancelled

13

Open 8am - 7pm

Elk’s Breakfast 
& Bake Sale 

Served 
8am till Noon

_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Paul Stiles

Call: Larry Schweitzer
Nancy Newcomb

Mary Spoerl
and Rita Lans

14 Open 4:30 – 9:00

LAC
Lodge Activities 
Meeting 6:30pm

Come share your ideas 
and get involved!  
Treats provided

15 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

          9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM! 

_________________________________

6:30pm Join Us

16 Open 4:30 – 9:00

No Scheduled 
Dinner

Stop up and 
Enjoy a Pizza!

Dinner Crews 
Needed!

17 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

Bourbon
Night!
6:30 pm

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
Sell: Paul Stiles
Call: Patty Bond 

Nancy Newcomb, 
Jen Chambers 
& Mary Spoerl

18 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 19 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 20

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: Carla Sanburg 

Call: Patti Bond
Team:  Nancy Newcomb

Jen Chambers
and Mary Spoerl 

21 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

22  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

Birthday Night!
6:00 pm
Join Us!

23 Open 4:30 – 9:00

BBQ Ribs
Cheesy Potatoes,

Beans, 
Corn Bread
& Dessert
Team Hawk

Serving at 6:15pm

Open 4:30 – 9:00

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: Joe Bechen

Call: Roger Halbur
 Team: Gloria Criswell, 

Beth Kneeskern and
Jennifer Hushagen 

25 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 26 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 27

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: JC Criswell

Call: Patti Bond 
 Team: Gloria Criswell

Joy Droesler 
and Rita Lans

28 Open 4:30 – 9:00 29 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM

_________________________________

30
Dinner Crews 

Needed!
Could you help one 
Wednesday Night 

per month?
 Call 

Roger Fiori
at 515-201-6707

Bingo Volunteers 
Needed!

Could you help at 
one BINGO 

Session 
per month?

Call 
Nancy Newcomb
at 515-681-0852

 Notice a FEW people 
doing a LOT of work?


