
Metro East District Newsletter 
metroeastelks@gmail.com 

March 2026 

 

Grand Lodge Officers 
DDGER – Greg Peterson #2058 

 
EDDGER – Don Freeman #2503 

No picture available 

 

Auditor – DR. John Israel #690 

  
                  

State President Elect 

Mike Polson, Ellisville #2664 

District Officers 

Vice President – AJ Ford, St. Louis #9 

 
Director – Kelly Mitchell, Troy #2805 

 
Officer-at-Large – Bobbie Moon #2635 

As my time serving as Metro East District Vice President comes to a close, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has 

truly been a remarkable period for our district and the Missouri Elks family. 

One of the highlights of this past month was our District-Wide Initiation, where we proudly welcomed 17 new members 

into Elkdom. Watching new members take their obligation together is always special, but this event was elevated even 

further by the outstanding work of the State Champion Ritual Team from Festus-Crystal City Lodge. Their 

professionalism, precision, and dedication to our ritual traditions made the evening memorable for everyone in attendance. 

I also want to sincerely thank every lodge that brought candidates to participate. Your commitment to membership growth 

ensures the continued strength and future of our Order. 

We were also honored to be part of State President Jason Meisenheimer’s final round of lodge visits. Thank you to the 

members of Crestwood Lodge #2503, Affton Lodge #2635, Manchester Lodge #2058 and Ellisville Lodge #2664 for the 

warm hospitality shown during these visits. Each stop reflected the spirit of Elkdom — fellowship, service, and 

community pride — and showcased the very best of our district. 

Looking ahead, I encourage everyone to join us at the MO Elks State Convention, taking place March 13–15 at the 

Capitol Plaza in Jefferson City. Our Metro East District Hospitality Suite theme this year is “Let’s Make a Deal,”and 

we’re looking forward to creating a fun, welcoming space where members from across the state can gather, connect, and 

celebrate together. Be sure to stop by, join the excitement, and represent our district proudly. 

Finally, I want to personally thank each of you for the trust, support, and friendship you have given me over the past three 

years in district leadership. Serving the Metro East District has been an incredible honor. The dedication of our lodges, 

officers, volunteers, and members continues to inspire me, and I am grateful to have worked alongside so many 

committed Elks who live our principles every day. 

While leadership roles may change, my pride in this district and my commitment to Elkdom will always remain strong. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve. 

Fraternally, AJ Ford 

Metro East District Vice President 

mailto:metroeastelks@gmail.com


Metro East District Newsletter 
metroeastelks@gmail.com 

March 2026 

 

Elks Website Links 

Missouri Elks Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/groups/139383306078158  

Metro East District Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/groups/1836605993139603  

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks https://www.elks.org/default.cfm 

Drug Awareness Program https://www.elks.org/dap/aboutDAP.cfm  

Grants (Community Investment Programs) https://www.elks.org/cip/ 

Hoop Shoot https://www.elks.org/hoopshoot/  

Elks National Foundation (ENF) https://www.elks.org/enf/  

Scholarship Program https://www.elks.org/scholars/default.cfm 

Veterans Programs https://www.elks.org/vets/  

Organ Donation Program https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/default.cfm?StoryID=137115  

Elks National Memorial https://www.elks.org/memorial/historicalTour.cfm  

Member Benefits & Discounts https://elksbenefits.com/ 

 

District Deputy Officers 
Manchester #2058 Greg Peterson DDGER Westminster1985@gmail.com 314.223.8120 

Crestwood #2503 Don Freeman Jr. EDDGER Dfreeman2@sbcglobal.net 314.412.4267 

St. Charles #690 DR. John Israel AUDITOR johnlindenwood@juno.com  314.753.5438 

          

District Officers 

St. Louis #9 AJ Ford VP 
ajford@marketeerinc.com (W) 

amecass66@gmail.com  ( H) 314.435.7038 

Troy #2805 Kelly Mitchell Director 8pointbuck2@gmail.com 314.280.5396 

Affton #2635 Bobbie Moon Officer at Large  bjmoon@charter.net  314.277.3717 

Affton #2635 Keith Freeman Treasurer camfree7.kf@gmail.com  314.313.4175 

          

Exalted Rulers 
Affton #2635 Jeff Winkler ER Winklerjeff68@gmail.com 314..843.6485 

Crestwood #2503 Sandra Krechel ER sandramettler@sbcglobal.net 314..845.7946 

Ellisville #2664 Mary Rudolph ER Mlrudy550@gmail.com 636.386.8735 

Florissant #2316 Tracy Frame ER turtls@live.com 314.298.3893 

Manchester #2508 Shannah Ehlen ER shannahfrench@aol.com 314.750.7005 

St. Charles #690 Mark Lawler ER marklawler100@gmail.com 314.420.8889 

St. Louis #9 Dave Roeth ER daveroeth@sbcglobal.net 314.609.4436 

Troy #2805 Tim Randall ER Timothy.randall@charter.net 636.528.5178 

 

President Elect 

Ellisville #2664 Mike Polson  pocat_58@yahoo.com 314.422.5770 
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UPCOMING DISTRICT LODGE EVENTS: 

 Affton #2635 

Sundays – Doors open 9:00am - BINGO at noon 

Wednesdays – No Wed dinner until April 6th  

March Fridays  Fish Fry 4:00-7:00  - Music 6:00-10:00pm 

March 7th, St Patty’s Day Lodge Hop 

March 13 – 15th  State Convention 

March 28th, New Officer Installation and dinner 

March 26th, Cardinals Home Opener – Food and drinks 

 

Troy #2805 

QOH every Wednesday @ 8:00 

March 13 – 15th  State Convention 

March 16th, March Madness 

March 17th, St. Patrick’s Day 

March 21st, Lodge Hop 

 

Manchester #2058 

Every Tues - QOH 

March 4th, Texas Hold ‘EM 7:00pm 

March 6th, Bar Trivia, 7:00pm 

March 11th, Bargo – signup 6:15pm 

March 14th, St. Patrick’s Party 

March 23rd, Mahjong  6:30pm 

March 24th, Blood Drive 

March 26th, Cards Opening Day 

March 28th,  Adult Easter Egg Hunt  6:00pm 

March 29th, Officer Installationi 

 

St. Louis #9 

QOH Every Tuesday 

Every Friday – Happy Hour and food every Friday 4:00-7:00pm 

March 13 – 15th, State Convention 

March 18th, Bunco  

March 27th, Steak Night 

April 18th, Blood Drive 

March 28th, Donuts with the bunny – 10:30-12:00 

Florissant #2316 

Fridays – Food Night and QOH 

Tuesdays – BINGO 5p and Sept 16th, Vets Bingo at 3:00pm 

Wednesdays – Ladies BINGO 10a 

March 7th, St. Patrick’s Party 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellisville #2664 

Every Wed, QOH Drawing 

March 13 – 15th  State Convention 

March 14th, Corned beef and cabbage dinner 

March 21st, Texas Holdem’ 

March 22nd, Sunday Funday Brunch 

March 24th, Blood Drive – Held at Manchester Lodge 

March 28th, Officer Installation, dinner to follow 

 

St. Charles #690 

QOH – Every Wednesday @8:00pm Except Holiday’s 

Feb 20th – March 3rd, Fish Fry’s 

 

 

 

 

 

Crestwood #2503 

Feb 6th, Show Me the Money / BYOF 

March 7th, Rescheduled Winter Wonderland Party 

 

 

 

 

1st Monday, Vet-to-Vet Chat at Delmar Gardens S.  10:30am 

 

 
Missouri Elks Spring Convention – March 13-15, 2026 – Capitol Plaza Jefferson City, MO 
 
 

From Carol Peterson :  Lodge Activities 

(Star Lodge covered by Mona in the DD Mtg) – I will have something from her to add or will do my own… 

All American Lodge (Contest A) – need those to be to your DD April 1, again as per usual. If you’ve not seen, there is 

also a handbook on elks.org which can be helpful.  Take a minute to look it up!  This is a pretty cool contest, because you 

realize how much you’ve done the past year…can be a pretty good feeling! 
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Matt Wideman 
 

Missouri Elks, 

This week’s numbers: 

• 540 Candidates ready to become members 

• 2,268 Delinquents just waiting for a friendly phone call reminding them they are valued and missed 

• Projected finish: –417 

We are now in a position where initiating those candidates alone gives us a gain. The opportunity is right in 

front of us—all we have to do is act. 

Initiate, Initiate, Initiate. 

Don’t carry them over. Don’t make them wait any longer. Bring them into our great Order and let them feel 

the pride of becoming an Elk. 

And keep those phone calls going. A simple, sincere conversation can turn a delinquent member into a 

renewed one. 

You’ve been working hard, and it shows. Stay focused and keep pushing. 

We’ve got this. 
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Jim Ross - PSP and Area 5 Membership & Marketing Committeeman 
 

We have entered the final month of the Elks year and membership efforts are needed at an all-time high.  Missouri 

needs to put everything they can into addressing their projected membership loss. The time is now.  Be The Difference!! 

 

This morning Missouri is estimated to lose -356 members.  That number can be reduced to +191 if all candidates are 

initiated.  There is plenty of time to do that if the Lodges schedule and conduct initiations. You also need to contact your 

2251 delinquent members before they are dropped and get them to return.  A combination of initiations and delinquents 

will help Missouri have a gain in membership for the fifth year in a row.  Awesome!!!   Missouri does have 1 Lodge that 

has a 5-year loss trend and there are 0 candidates to initiate.  Recruitment needs to be emphasized moving forward.  

 

Finally, Missouri's new member percentage is at 7.4% with a delinquency percentage of 7%. There are other losses that 

affect your bottom line that you can't control.  A larger margin is needed in the future. 

 

If I can be of any help, please contact me.  Effort = Results!! 

 

Fraternally,    

Jim Ross - PSP, PDDGER 

Area 5 Membership & Marketing Committeeman 

Thrive with All 5 in Area 5 

jfdross67@gmail.com 

618-541-9939 

 

 

 

============================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Solomon 

 

Attached are the numbers for each District's Charitable Reporting to date, as of 02/17/2026 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Steve Solomon 

MEA Government Relations Chair 

 

 

See next page for report 
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=============================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

Darrell Quinley 

 

Good Morning All, 

 

Some interesting information to share. Especially with our Elks State Leather Program, and our own Chuck 

Mudge. Chuck works hard gathering dear hides across Missouri, then delivering them to the tannery. Many 

miles driven every year. You will see Chuck at every convention with his display of gloves, take time to say Hi, 

and thank him. Also, I want to being your attention to those eligible to order Leather Kits and leather fingerless 

gloves for those veterans confined to a wheelchair. 

 

Have a great day and see you at convention, 

Darrell Quinley PER VAVS ENVSC 

MEA State Veteran Chairman 
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All: 

 

By now, I hope everyone's heard about the ruling on slot machines.  There's a lot of discussion going on around 

whether the Missouri lawmakers will legalize them, put them under Lottery, etc.  On the other side of the coin, 

Attorney General Catherine Hanaway has vowed to shut them down.  I am attaching a link to an NPR article for 

your reading pleasure -  

 

If your Lodge has any of these machines, I would encourage you to keep yourself up to date and get rid of them 

prior to the enforcement date.  It's not worth being fined or losing your tax exempt status, 

 

St Charles has already issued their notice - see below: 
 

 
 

 

I appreciate everyone's prompt attention on this matter.   

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Greg Peterson 

DDGER - Metro East #4780 
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LODGE ADDRESSES, KEY CONTACTS & MEETING TIMES: 
 

Affton #2635 

6330 Heege Rd 

St. Louis, MO 63123-2652 

(314) 481-6104 

Exalted Ruler: Jeff Winkler 

Secretary: Jack Murphy 

Meetings: 7p 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday 

July/Aug – 4th Tuesday 

Dec – 2nd Tuesday 

 

Crestwood #2503 

10261 Bauer Rd 

St. Louis, MO 63128-3214 

(314) 842-3660 

Exalted Ruler: Sandy 

Krechel  

Secretary: Angie Fusco 

Meetings: 7p 2nd & 4th 

Thursday 

 

 

 

Manchester #2058 

2242 Mason Lane 

Manchester, MO 63021-

7801 

(314) 821-4450 

Exalted Ruler: Shannah 

Ehlen 

Secretary: Mary Allsop 

Meetings: 7p 1st & 3rd 

Tuesday 

Jul/Aug 3rd Tuesday 

 

St. Charles #690 

560 Saint Peters Howell Rd 

St. Charles, MO 63304-

7718 

(636) 447-5515 

Exalted Ruler: Mark Lawler 

Secretary: Sue Fitzgerald 

Meetings: 7p 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday 

Florissant #2316 

16400 New Halls Ferry Rd 

Florissant, MO 63031-1132 

(314) 921-2316 

Exalted Ruler: Tracy Frame 

Secretary: Peggy Dussold 

Meetings: 7:30p 2nd & 4th 

Thursday 

 

Troy #2805 

541 2nd Street 

Troy, MO 63379-1432 

(636) 528-2303 

Exalted Ruler: Tim Randall 

Secretary: Mickey Wikoff 

Meetings: 7p 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday 

Ellisville #2664 

1007 New Ballwin Rd 

Ballwin, MO 63021 

(636) 227-0404 

Exalted Ruler: Mary 

Rudolph 

Secretary: Sarah Moritz 

Meetings: 7p 2nd & 4th 

Thursday 

 

St. Louis #9 

12481 Ladue Rd 

St. Louis, MO 63141-8100 

(314) 434-5650 

Exalted Ruler: David Roeth 

Secretary: Missy Dillon 

Meetings: 6:30p 1st & 3rd 

Monday 

Jul/Aug 3rd Mond

On Friday morning, May 1st at Sugar Creek Golf Course in High Ridge, Missouri, the Metro East District will 

hold its annual 4 person scramble golf tournament.  Lunch, awards and an auction will be held at the Affton Lodge, 

immediately following golf.  The event is open to all Elks and friends of Elks. 

 

Cost of full participation is $135 per person, or $540 a foursome.  Hole sponsorship is $125 per sign.  Various other 

sponsorships are available and detailed in our brochure.  For $20, non-golfers are invited to join players for refreshments 

on and off the course, including lunch at the Affton Lodge.  

 

We are asking each Metro East Lodge to help us recruit participants, donate two silent auction items of approximately $50 

in value and to consider sponsoring a hole for $125. 

 

After a 5% royalty fee payment to the Metro East, all net proceeds from the May 1st event will be donated to the general 

funds of the Veterans Home on Lewis and Clark Blvd. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to speak to you under Good of the Order and look forward to seeing you on May 1st. 

 

Bob Dixon 
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State President Jason Meisenheimer takes the 

traditional 1st shot 

 

 
 

 

Oscar Wallace representing the  

Ellisville Elks Lodge #2664 

 

 

Sharida Mitchell 
Congratulations Jayce Wommack Troy Elks on his 

First Place - 12-13 boys at the annual State Hoop 

Shoot Contest, pictured with Michelle Lenk. He will 

move on to the Central Region 9 Finals on March 14,2026 
 

 
 
 

Also from the Troy Lodge, Congratulations to Jay 

Huber. He fought it out in a shoot out for 3rd place, but 

came out one shot short and finished in 4th.  

On the Girls side, more Congratulations are 

appropriate for Zoey Wommack from Troy and Allie 

Rhodes from Troy, both contestants came in Second 

Place for their age group. Also, Marley Wohldmann 

from Troy finished in fourth. 
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The District Americanism Essay Contest Grading was 

held at the Affton Lodge on Feb 5th Good Luck to all 

the participants 

 

==================================== 

 

 

The Metro East District held our “District Wide” 

membership initiation at the St. Louis 9 Lodge on Feb 

7th A special thanks to the Festus-Crystal City Lodge 

#1721 Ritual Team for performing the ceremony 
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Sharida Mitchell 
Helping out our local High School. 
The need for them to have a place to practice since had 

a snow day for their Show Choir competition, doors 

open and the beautiful voices and talent in motion. 

 

Be the difference! you bet we are Elks! 

 

 
 

 

 

Peggy Jasper Dussold  
Florissant Elks Lodge #2316 
Welcome to our newest member Mr. 
Michael Phillips... 
 

 

Here is a picture from another from MVS winner 
Today at Pattonville High School St. Louis #9 presented 
scholarship checks to Feben Mesfin who was a top 3 
female winner at #9 and Metro East winner. Feben’s 
application is now going to state judging. Also in the picture 
is Pattonville College Counselor Michelle Luraschi and Beth 
Schnettler.   
 
We wish Feben best wishes as she continuing her 
education at St. Louis University. 

 

 
The results from this weekend's Missouri State MVS 
Scholarship judging are as follows: 
 
Advancing to Nationals: 
 
* Top 5 Females were Kelsey Crawford (Clinton), Keira 
Crawford (Jackson), Brianne Guerra (Grandview 
Hickman), Savannah Fowler (St Louis) and Brylee 
Acklin (Maryville). 
 
* Top 4 Males were Kevin Cai (Jackson), Peter Schwartz 
(Jeff City), Terrance Lovings (St Charles) and John 
Saleeby (St Louis). 
 
With 3 Metro East applicants advancing to Nationals, 
we are well represented. 
 
ERs, please share with your local scholarship 
committee chair. 
 
A big thanks to everyone's help in continuing to make 
this a successful MVS year within our district. 
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State President Jason Misenheimer and 1st Lady Heather, 

Admin Assistant Steve Brooks and his wife Sherrill had 

their State President Visit to the Metro East District on the 

weekend of February 27th 

 

The First visit was at the Crestwood Lodge #2503 on Friday 

February 27th. The Lodge had a great meal of either fish 

sandwich or country fried steak, Afterwards, there was an 

abbreviated Trivia Night, everyone had a great time.  

 
Picture (L-R) 1st Lady Heather Meisenheimer, Dana Wood, 

Exalted Ruler Sandy Krechel, and Sherrill Brooks explore 

the wonderful gifts that were presented from the Crestwood 

Lodge 

 

 
Picture (L-R) President Elect Mike Polson, Past 1st Lady 

Mickey Wikoff, and President Jason Meisenheiser 

 

Picture of Crestwood Elks Lodge #2503 Officers, 

Members, and MO. State President entourage 

 

 

 
 
 

Picture of Crestwood Elks Lodge #2503 Officers, 

Members, MO. State President entourage, and Metro 

East Officers 
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State President Jason Misenheimer and 1st Lady 

Heather, Admin Assistant Steve Brooks and his wife 

Sherrill had their State President Visit to the Metro 

East District on the weekend of February 27th 

 

The second visit was at the Affton Lodge #2635 on 

Saturday February 28th. The Lodge had a great lunch 

and then afterwards, there was an indoor pellet gun 

meat shoot, once again, everyone had a great time.  
 

The two pictures below are of President and 1st Lady 

Jason and Heather Meisenheimer participating in the 

meat shoot, Jason won twice, nice job 

 

 

Picture of Affton Lodge Officers, Members, District 

Officers, and State Entourage 
 

 

 
 
 

District Director Kelly Mitchell was also a big winner, 

they all had to make a special trip to Kenerick’s to get 

all the meat they won. 
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State President Jason Misenheimer and 1st Lady 

Heather, Admin Assistant Steve Brooks and his wife 

Sherrill had their State President Visit to the Metro 

East District on the weekend of February 27th 

 

The third visit was at the Manchester Lodge #2058 on 

Saturday February 28th. The Lodge had a great dinner 

great comradery, once again, everyone had a great 

time.  
 
 

Picture of the President entourage table 

 

 

Picture of Manchester Lodge #2058 Officers, 

Members, District Officers, and State Entourage 
 

 

State President Jason Meisenheimer having a little 

Baileys at the Manchester Lodge Visit 

 

 

 
 
 

Picture of the Manchester Elks Lodge #2058 Officers, 

Members, and MO. State President entourage 
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State President Jason Misenheimer and 1st Lady 

Heather, Admin Assistant Steve Brooks and his wife 

Sherrill had their State President Visit to the Metro 

East District on the weekend of February 27th 

 

The fourth and final Lodge President visit was at the 

Ellisville Elks Lodge #2664 on Sunday March 1st.  The 

Lodge had a great brunch and great comradery, once 

again, everyone had a great time. It was such a great 

honor to host the last State President Visit for the year. 
 

Picture of the State President Entourage at the 

Ellisville Elks Lodge #2664 

 

 

Picture of Ellisville Lodge #2664 Officers, Members, 

District Officers, and State Entourage 

 

 

State President Entourage going through the brunch 

line, watch out for that………… Elk 

 

   
 
 
 

A picture of the current and future President entourage 
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Sharida Mitchell 
 

The Troy Elks Lodge # #2805 Delivered 344 

Valentines Day cards to VA in Columbia, MO 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ann Kelly  St. Charles Elks 
Lodge #690 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2026 CHILI 

COOK-OFF WINNERS 

1st place - Jim Montgomery 

2nd place- Thom TALKINGTON 

3rd place- Jeff Hale 

Great job to everyone who entered. 

They were all delicious!!!!!!!  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Veterans Retirement Home Meal Update - 
Last Sunday, February 22nd, 5 ELKs and a 
spouse, in the cold and wind BBQed 100 
bratwurst and 100 burgers for the residents of 
the St. Louis Veterans Home. A good time was 
had by all and enjoyed by the veterans.  
4 ELKs from Troy lodge, 1 ELK from St. Charles 
lodge and the spouse of the member from Troy 
lodge. 
 
Ken Hooge    
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