Houston 151 Elks Tracks

June 2026
10150 West Airport, Stafford TX, 77477 - 832-828-1151

Message from the Exalted Ruler (ER)

Welcome to Summer Fun at the Houston 151

Lodge! We have an exciting season ahead, Save the date

and the energy is already building. The

beautiful pool will soon be ready for a June 4

refreshing swim, so if you have fun plans for Texas Elks State Convention,

pool days at the lodge, | would love to hear
them. And the third Children’s BBQ Competition will be here
before we know it (July 25), so get those young grill masters June 12
fired up and practicing for the big event! Steak Night — 6:00 p.m.

Mesquite

With so many officers and members traveling to Chicago

this year, the lodge may be a little quieter for a short time— June 14

but not for long! The Friends of 151 are already gearing up Flag Day Ceremony and
for a fantastic Fourth of July celebration, and it promises to Retirement — 2:00 p.m.
be one you will not want to miss. Bring the family, join the

fun, and celebrate with the people who make lodge July 4

activities so special all year long. Friends of 151 Independence
There is always something happening at the lodge, and this Day party —1:00 p.m.
summer is full of opportunities to jump in and be part of it.

While some members are away for vacations or lodge July 5

business, this is the perfect time to stop by, lend a hand, and National Convention,
help keep the momentum going. Whether you can help Chicago

with a project, share an idea, or simply bring your

enthusiasm, every contribution makes a difference. This is July 10

your lodge—make it your lodge home, and let’s keep Steak Night — 6:00 p.m.
building a welcoming community that shows up for the

children, veterans, and elderly in our area. July 18

Let's start making plans now for the District Picnic at Clear Gulf Coast District picnic -
Lake(July 18)! We already have a great collection of stuffed Clear Lake Lodge - bring
animals and teddy bears, but you know 151—we always rise new stuffed animals

to the occasion, and we will need even more than

expected. Let’s show up strong, have some fun, and remind See Upcoming events for
everyone that we are part of the best district in the state! more info.
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Welcome new members!

Theresa Lisembee

Volunteer of the Month

Melba Doonan

Prayer requests

Please keep these members and friends in your prayers:

Frank Duffy, George Eggleston, Bob Englander, George Gomez,
Terrie Wetz, Deb Adams - Past TESA First Lady, Christy Trevino,
Ashley Moreno's mother, Rusty Moses' employee, Robert Marshall's
neighbor Liz, son of Robert Marshall's friend, Robert Marshall's
brother, Dave Schultz's daughter

June birthdays
02 William Wilbanks
04 Jesus Chavez

06 Diane Clark
Clayton E. Moore

08 Amber Lindsey

13 Charles Goodwin
Christoper Novak

15 Paul David Craven
Linda Garcia

16  Cindie Pridy

19 Rashard Dauvis

20 Tom Hayden

21 Bob Englander
22 Stephanie Nolan
23  Shawn Desjardins

25 Robert Borham
Bryan Hebert

26  Joshua Lister

27 Elizabeth Bailey
Kathleen Duffy
Robert Pedraza

30 David Warren
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Memorial Day at the Houston National Cemetery

Lodge members attended the
Memorial Day service at the Houston
National Cemetery and placed
wreaths on the graves of veterans who
were members of lodge 151. This
ceremony honors those who served our
country.

Welcome-home Kits

Elks lodges provide welcome-home kits to veterans. A kit provides
essentials to help with day-to-day living. Generally, a kit includes
kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, and cleaning supplies, items like
bedding, dishes, pots, pans, towels, toiletries, cleaning supplies,
laundry baskets and detergent, etc.

In May, our lodge delivered a welcome-home kit to Army veteran
Terry Bouldin. Terry was quite thankful, and he is interested in helping
other veterans.

Remember — YOU make it possible to deliver welcome-home kits to veterans through your
donations to the Elks National Foundation (ENF).

Elks National Foundation (ENF)

Since inception, the ENF has contributed more than $500 million toward Elks charitable projects
nationwide. The ENF fund the Community Investments Program through grants offer our lodge an
opportunity to serve your community.

The ENF is able to help Elks build stronger communities thanks to contributions from our generous
donors. Today, we have more than 124,000 active donors and an endowment fund valued at
$886 million. You can become a Fidelity member by donating monthly. Click here to sign up.

For more information on ENF, please contact Susan Midyett.
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Awards

Houston Lodge 151 presented an award to Junior ROTC cadet Brown for her
outstanding community service, patriotic work, and leadership skills.

The lodge also presented a check to Stafford High School to support the
Junior ROTC in building leaders for the future.

New members Ashley Moreno and Rusty Moses received their first
pieces of Elks jewelry for attending their first three meetings in a row.
Congratulations, Ashley and Rusty!

Connie Lisembee, Jim Grissom,
Lowell Neinast, and Kathy
Klimpel received a Grand
Exalted Ruler’'s Award Pin for
bringing at least three new
members to the Elks.

Did you know?

The Elks are the second-largest provider of college scholarships in the US! Only the
federal government provides more money to help students with financial aid.
Several scholarships are available for high school seniors.

Since 1931, the Elks National Foundation has helped students recognize their

academic dreams. Each year, we award nearly $4 million in college scholarships to at least 850
outstanding, service-minded high school seniors. Once you're an Elks scholar, you're family. Our Elks
scholar family is 17,000 strong, with 3,000 active scholars attending 65 unique U.S. institutions.

Scholarships are available for undergraduate students, regardless of whether they have an
affiliation with the Elks. The process begins by the local lodge reviewing submissions and passing
them to the district. Those that pass the district level go to the state.

Look for information in upcoming editions of Tracks to learn how students can apply for college
scholarships. Applications open on August 1.
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Dues for the 2026-27 year ($141) were due by March 31. You can pay your dues at the
bar, online, or through Jim Grissom.

You must pay your dues to get a new access card. The yellow cards expired on April 1.

Here’s how your dues are allocated:
$37.00 goes to Grand Lodge
$3.50 goes to the state Elks
$100.50 is for lodge 151

Elks 101

This month, we'll take a look at the knights — the people you see in the large
wooden chairs around the meeting room.

The knights are essentially vice presidents, and they can fill in for the exalted
ruler (ER) when she is unavailable. These positions are important for ritual, which
is what we hear during initiation. Each knight represents one of the principles of
Elkdom.

¢ The Esteemed Leading Knight, Susan Midyett, is the first vice president. Her station represents
charity.

e The Esteemed Loyal Knight, Troy Lynn Betanbaugh, is the second vice president. Her station
represents justice.

e The Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Robert Marshall, is the third vice president. His station
represents brotherly love.

e The ER represents the fourth principle — fidelity.

Each knight is a member of the board of directors.

Please let us know what topics you would like to for us to cover in this section.

Contacts
To submit an item for Contact
Weekly What's Happening Ramona Mishaga
Calendar Ramona Mishaga
Monthly Tracks Kathy Klimpel
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Sweetheart news

Our 2025-26 Sweetheart, Teri Legler Finch, raised $28,xxx, placing her in second place in the Gulf
Coast District. The district celebrated the accomplishments of all of the sweethearts at the charity
ball (Katy lodge) on May 16.

Congratulations to Teri, and thanks to everyone who contributed to the sweetheart during the year.
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Message from the 2026-27 Sweetheart

I'm Serena Goetsch, and I'm your lodge sweetheart for 2026-27. I've been an Elk for
12 years, and I've been a member of Lodge 151 for about a year and a half.

The main duty of the sweetheart is to raise money for the Texas Elks Camp outside

Gonzalez, Texas. This camp (also known as Ottine) provides a week of learning and

fun for children with special needs as well as foster children. Click here to learn
more about the camp.

Throughout the year, I'll host activities to raise money to send children to the camp. I'll have
baskets to raffle at each steak night, including my first one on Friday, June 12. The theme will be
“Take me out to the ballgame,” so look for some cool Astros swag. Of course, we will be watching
the Astros that night at the lodge.

One of the biggest events for the sweetheart is Homecoming weekend at the Texas Elks Camp
(September 19-20) at the Texas Elks Camp (Ottine). To make the weekend successful, we need
your help! Please donate to any (or all) of the following: We will be hosting a general store that will
feature items such as:

¢ Home-canned goods, including
o Jams, jellies, preserves
o Salsas
o Pickles
Hand-crafted items like
o Soup mixin a jar
o Cookie mixin ajar
Candles in clear bags
Crocheted, knitted, and quilted gifts
Any type of gift items

Additional needs:

e Items for the gift baskets that we are required to raffle during the day
e Items for a live auction
o The district goalis to raise $5,000 in the live auction, so please donate items that will
generate excitement.
e Interactive activities for attendees. If you have any ideas, please let us know.

For more information, or to share ideas and donations, please contact me. For more information
on lodging and the schedule of activities, click here. The lodging at the camp is already full, but
there is a waiting list. The link shows nearby hotels.

Together, we will show the state that Houston 151 is in it to win it!
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Spotlight on a member - Earline Grabbe

What made you become an EIK?

My husband Jack had been an Elk for many years, and he encouraged me to
join. | wanted to help with the committees.

How long have you been an EIK?
Three years
What do you do at the lodge?

I'm a member of the scholarship committee, and | was previously on the auditing committee. |
work with the Friends of 151, and | help out in the kitchen as needed. | often bring dessert to
dinners.

What do you do outside the lodge (job, hobbies, etc.)?

For 31 years, | worked in the classroom (in Pearland and Houston) teaching math in middle school
and algebra in high school. After | retired from teaching, the school convinced me to work in the
office and manage the copy center. | was in charge of five huge copy machines, a laminating
machine, and a poster machine. They kept me busy ordering paper and inks for all of those
machines. | also mentored new teachers.

What would you like other Elks to know about you?

| love to travel, and my most recent trip was to England. | have been married to Jack for 54 years.
We have two children and seven grandchildren. During the summer, | occasionally watch two of
the grandkids.

Join the Friends of 151 on Saturday, July 4 to celebrate Independence Day

The bar will open at noon. Lunch (two hot dogs with all the fixings,
potato salad, beans, and watermelon--$10) will be served from 1:00 -
3:00.

The cake walk starts at 2:00, and the price is 50 cents per square.
Please consider donating cakes, brownies, cookies, etc. for the cake
walk, and have all donations at the lodge by 1:45.

A 31 Tournament will begin a 3:00. The entry fee is $5, the payoff and number of places paid will
be determined by the number of players. A portion of the proceeds go to the Lodge.

Everyone who purchases a lunch will receive a decorative pin commemorating our Nation’s 250
Birthday (graciously donated by Cindie and Jo).
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Gulf Coast District

Houston Lodge 151 is part of the Gulf Coast District of the Texas Elks. The other lodges in our district
are Clear Lake, El Campo, Galveston, and Katy. We rotate among the lodges for activities with
these fellow Elks including quarterly inter-lodge gatherings, the sweetheart charity ball, and lodge-
specific events like cookoffs. Several members of 151 are officers for the district.

Our next district event is a picnic at the Clear Lake lodge on Saturday, July 18. Activities will
include a cake walk and a spirit wagon raffle. Our lodge is responsible for donating five cakes and
five bottles. Please contact Connie Lisembee if you can donate toward these activities.

Teddy bear picnic

The Gulf Coast district wants to gather at least 100 teddy
bears (or other new stuffed animals) that local police
departments can distribute to children in need.

We will gather all of the stuffed animals at the picnic on
July 18, and the district will divide them equally among
the five lodges in our district.

Each lodge will deliver the stuffed animals to local first
responders so that they can deliver them to children in
distress.

Our lodge is working with the xxx police department.

Please bring NEW stuffed animals to the lodge any time before July 18. The collection bin is on
top of the trophy case across from the meeting room.

The Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks was founded "To promote and practice
the four cardinal virtues of Charrity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to promote the
welfare and enhance the happiness of its members; to quicken the spirit of American
Patriotism and cultivate good fellowship."

The Elks are
e A fraternal order with hundreds of thousands of members and a 150+ year history
e A network of nearly 2000 lodges in communities all over the country
e A generous charitable foundation that each year gives millions in scholarships, an
inspiration to youth, a friend to veterans, and more
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Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the U.S.A.

A Fraternal Organization

Mission statement: To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to
recognize a belief in God; to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its Members;
to quicken the spirit of American patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to perpetuate itself as
a fraternal organization, and to provide for its government, the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks of the United States of America will serve the people and communities through
benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks Care and Elks Share.

Elks.orq

The Elks website provides a wealth of information for members. Here are just a few examples:

e Programs, including scholarships and Hoop Shoot

¢ Documentation for officers, members, and lodges

e The Elks Magazine

e licensed vendors —where you can a wide variety of Elks-branded products
¢ Monthly newsletters from Grand Lodge

¢ And much more

How you can help

“Elks care, Elks share” are words that we live by. Volunteering is essential to the health of
our lodge. In other words, WE NEED YOU.

Ways you can help:
e Volunteer to cook for a Tuesday or Friday dinner
e Help with charity projects
e Take photos and help create an annual scrapbook for the Lodge
e Help with landscaping and cleanup projects
e Volunteer to help with bingo

Our success depends on all of us.

Riddle of the month

How does NASA organize a party?

Click here for the answer.
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State projects

Our main state project is the Texas Elks Camp. The Lodge
Sweetheart raises money throughout the year to support the
Texas Elks Camp, which provides children with special needs and
children in foster care an opportunity to try new things, meet new
friends and make memories that will last a lifetime. Click here for
more information. And remember — every time you support a
sweetheart-sponsored event, you are supporting this charity!

We can visit the camp on the Friday at the end of each session to
attend graduation. Several of our members have attended
graduation in the past, and they highly recommend it. By attending
graduation, you not only show your support for the campers, but you
also get to see how your contributions really make a difference in the
lives of the children.

Texas Children’s Elks Camp History

This is the second in a series of articles about the camp (also known as Ottine).

Founded in 1937, Warm Springs Rehabilitation System began as the Gonzales Warm Springs
Foundation for Crippled Children, focused on helping children affected by polio. The organization
grew from access to the Gonzales springs in 1939 to a 16-bed inpatient facility by 1941, becoming
a major force in pediatric polio care by 1947. After the Salk vaccine reduced polio cases in the
1950s, Warm Springs shifted its mission to serve people of all ages with physical disabilities.

Although it faced a financial crisis in the early 1960s, the community, including previous children
who were polio survivors, helped save it and led to the creation of the Warm Springs Rehabilitation
Foundation. The system later expanded to San Antonio and Corpus Chiristi, built outpatient
networks, earned major accreditations, and now provides therapies including physical, speech,
recreational, vocational, and occupational therapy.

The evolution of the Texas Elks Camp has taken many twists and turns. Currently the Camp helps
more than 280 children during the seven sessions each year who would not have the opportunity
to receive support they receive had it not been for the desire of a few people to help children.

Knowing that a place like Texas Elks Camp exists in Gonzales, contributing so significantly to the
well-being and development of Texas youth, particularly those facing unique challenges, makes it
a true highlight for our state. It embodies the Texan spirit of generosity and community support,
offering a place where every child can thrive and feel like they truly belong. For local families, it's
not just a camp; it's a lifeline of support, an opportunity for growth, and a source of immeasurable
happiness for our children.

Next month, we will go into the more current uses of the camp and the opportunities to help.
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Exalted Ruler
Leading Knight
Loyal Knight
Lecturing Knight
Secretary
Treasurer

1 Year Trustee
2 Year Trustee
3 Year Trustee
4 Year Trustee
5 Year Trustee
Esquire
Chaplain

Inner Guard
Tiler

Officers

Connie Lisembee
Susan Midyett
Troy Lynn Betenbaugh
Robert Marshall
Jim Grissom
Renay Bennett
Sally DiPalma
Ann Grissom
Chuck Dingas
Ramona Mishaga
Joy Olmos

Andy Mishaga
Mike Betenbaugh
George Gomez
Al Olmos

Committee chairpersons/coordinators

Committees are shown in bold; subcommittees follow the main committee.

Auditing & Accounting
Activities

Community Project & Activities
Youth Activities

Hoop Shoot

Drug Awareness
Fraternal

Americanism

Elks National Foundation
Flag Day

Membership

Lodge Activities
Veterans Service
Accident Prevention

Past Exalted Ruler (PER)
Standing Relief

Public Relations

Other

Ritualistic

Soccer Shoot
Government Relations
State Major Project
Club Board

Board of Trustees
Charitable Gambling (Bingo)
Elk of the Year

Lodge Bulletin

Elks Charities
Scholarships

Kids Christmas
Highway Cleanup
Local Lodge Charity
TECSI Grants

Friends of 151

Lodge Sweetheart
Special Elks Services

Andy Mishaga
Available
Available
Available
Ramona Mishaga
Teri Finch

Jim Grissom

David Rawlins
Susan Midyett
Lowell Neinast
Jim Grissom
Available

Chuck Dingas
Ramona Mishaga

Jack Grabbe
Connie Lisembee
Ramona Mishaga

Mike Callahan
Available

John Atwood
Sally DiPalma
Connie Lisembee
Sally DiPalma
Joy Olmos
Connie Lisembee
Kathy Klimpel
Available

Cindie Pridy
Kathy Klimpel
Available

Susan Midyett
Sally DiPalma
Karen Schulz and Sue O'Neill
Serena Goetsch
Available
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Lodge hours and standing activities

Lodge meetings

Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (see exceptions on the calendar)
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Balloting for new members on the third Tuesday of each month
Initiations on the last Tuesday of each month

Lodge hours

Closed Monday and Saturday (except for special events)
Open Tuesday - Friday at 4:00
Open Sunday - 12:00 noon

Activities

Wings and Things ~-Wednesday 5:00 - 6:00 (on the second Wednesday, a
blue-plate special replaces the regular menu)

Bingo Thursday — open to the public — 7:00 (gates open at 6:00)

Steak Night — first Friday of the month — 6:00 (see exceptions for on the
calendar)

Lodge hours are subject to change for special events. The Lodge will close at the discretion of the bartender.

Need more information?

Contact any officer
Call the lodge - 832-328-1151

Facebook pages

Elks Lodge 151

Texas Gulf Coast District

Texas Elks

Grand Lodge

Websites

Elks main page

Texas Elks

June 2026
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Calendar - June

Upcoming events

Date Event What you need to know

Thursday, June 4 — Texas Elks State Texas State Convention (TESA) — Mesquite — all

Saturday, June 6 Convention members welcome. Click link for more information

Friday, June 12 Steak night Take me out to the ballgame theme. The Sweetheart
6:00 p.m. - $10 will have raffle items.

Sunday, June 14

Flag Day ceremony
2:00 p.m.

Flag Day ceremony and retirement service. Learn
about the rich history of the USA flag in this annual
ceremony. If you need to properly dispose of a flag,
you can do so after the ceremony.

Hamburgers will be served.

Friday, June 26

Friends of 151 dinner
6:00 p.m. - $12

Susan Midyett, Cindy Dingas, and Melba Doonan will
provide a delicious pulled pork dinner.

Saturday, July 4

Friends of 151
Independence Day

$10 lunch served at 1:00 p.m. Participate in the cake
walk and 31 tournament. Please support the Friends of

celebration 151!
Sunday, July 5 to Elks National Elks National Convention, Chicago IL — all members
Wednesday, July 8 Convention welcome. Click link for more information.
Friday, July 10 Steak night The Sweetheart will have raffle items.

6:00 p.m. - $10

June 2026
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Saturday, July 18 Gulf Coast District Teddy Bear Picnic— our goal is to collect at least 100
picnic at the Clear new teddy bears (or other stuffed animals) to donate
Lake Lodge to local police departments to distribute to children in
crisis. Start buying those stuffed animals now! More
details will appear in the June edition of the Tracks.

Saturday, July 25 Kids Barbecue Cookoff Bring your junior chefs to grill and decorate
10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. hamburgers.

Saturday, August Gulf Coast District More info coming soon

15 - Sunday, Interlodge at the Katy

August 16 Lodge

Texas Elks State Association (TESA) convention

Board meetings and Opening Ceremony will be Thursday, June 4th, 2026 with business sessions on
Friday and Saturday. Workshops will be held on Friday and Saturday afternoon. The cost for the
entire convention is just $20. (Meals are optional and will incur extra charges.)

If you have questions about lodging, contact Connie Lisembee.

Reqister here.

Elks National Convention

Chicago, IL - July 5 - July 8, 2026. Join us in Chicago for the 2026 Elks National
Convention as we celebrate one of the most powerful moments in our Order's
history-the 100th Anniversary of the Elks National Memorial. Experience a week
filled with inspiring events, Grand Lodge sessions, exhibits, and unforgettable
celebration honoring a century of service, unity, and Elkdom pride.

Opening ceremony is July 5th @ 4 p.m. at the McCormick Place - West Building. General sessions
will be held July 6 - 8, 2026 starting at 8 a.m. at the McCormick Place - West Building. The full
schedule is available here.

Pre-reqgistration is open. The cost is $70. If you register onsite, the cost is $80.

Answer to riddle of the month

They planet
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Lodge activities in May

We had a pitch and putt to support the Friends of 15, the annual Memorial Day barbecue, a darts

tournament, and painting with a twist.
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Join us for Serena'’s first steak night for a night of food, fun,
and baseball.
Friday, June 12 - 6:00 p.m.

Bring your steak (or other protein) to be grilled to your
specifications.

$10 covers the cost of grilling your protein as well as a
salad, baked (or sweet) potato, dessert, and tea.

If you want just the potato, salad, dessert, and tea, the
cost is $8.

We will watch the Astros take on the Kansas City Royals on
the TVs in the social quarters.

Look for lots of fun raffles!
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Help Tom Hayden celebrate his 70 years
on earth!

Saturday, June 20
6:00 = 10:00 p.m.
Houston Elks Lodge - 10150 W. Airport Blvd, Stafford
All Elks members are welcome! You can even bring a guest.

Cash bar

No gifts necessary

Please RSVP to Edie Hayden (text to 713-775-
6795) by June 6 so that she can order the
appropriate amount of food.
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