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2024-2025
Supplement

 Lodge Americanism Essay Contest 
Theme

“What Does Patriotism Mean To Me?”
The features introduced to the contest 2 years ago continue:
1)  Four separate divisions for 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grade students.
2)  �Monetary Awards for national winning essays from each grade level as follows: 

 $1,000 for 1st place;     $500 for 2nd place;     $250 for 3rd place.

Entry Rules
 1.	� Eligible participants must be Students enrolled in one of these four divisions: I—5th 

grade; II—6th grade; III—7th grade; or IV—8th grade, during the normal 2024-25 
school year, preceding June 30, 2025.

 2.	Essay length is not to exceed 300 words.

 3.	� Essay must be typed or legibly printed in ink. Also, Essay must be submitted as 
written (or typed) by the entrantby the entrant.

4.	� Essay must be submitted for judging to the Elks Lodge administering the contest at 
his/her school or, if unknown, the Lodge nearest to the home address of the entrant.

 5.	 �Entrant must be identified on the Essay by name, home address, grade, school attended 
and sponsoring Lodge. (Lodge may enter Lodge information on Essay Cover Sheet.)

 6.	Deadline: must be submitted to Local Lodge by December 15, 2024.

 7.	� Judging Criteria:
	 Originality: avoids the use of trite or worn out words and phrases.
	� Development of theme: stays focused on ideas and thoughts; don’t ramble.
	� Mechanics and neatness: uses proper spelling, grammar and punctuation.
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SEE INSIDE FOR:
J  Americanism Essay Contest  J  National Patriotism Week  J

J  USA Flag Lapel Pins  J  Americanism Order Form  J

 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the USA
Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee



Americanism Essay Contest continued
— Lodge, District, State and National Procedures —

LODGE AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN selects:
Top three from Division I (5th Grade);
Top three from Division II (6th Grade);
Top three from Division III (7th Grade); and
Top three from Division IV (8th Grade).
Sends the 12 Essays to the District Americanism Chairman by January 31, 2025, or the 
date established by the State Association. Also send the total number of essays judged 
(not the actual essays) to the District Chair for accounting.

DISTRICT AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN selects:
From all entries submitted by Local Lodges, the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Place Winners from each 
Division and sends the 12 top Essays to the State Americanism Chairman by February 28, 
2025, or the date established by the State Association. Also send the total number of essays 
judged as reported by all of the local Lodges in your District (not the actual essays) to the 
State Chair for accounting.

STATE AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN selects:
From all entries submitted by District Chairmen, the top three Winners for the State. In addition, 
State Chairman forwards ONLY the first-place winners from each Division to the Grand 
Lodge Essay Contest Administrator. (Must be postmarked by March, 31, 2025.) Also send 
the total number of essays judged, reported to you by all of the Districts in your state, to the  
Grand Lodge Essay Contest Administrator for accounting of total essay entrants in your state.

MAIL STATE-WINNING ESSAYS TO: 
MARK E. EATON

Essay Contest Administrator
Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee

1 Orms Street, Warwick, RI 02889-9318

ESSAY CONTEST POSTER FOR SCHOOLS may be downloaded at https://www.
elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/downloads.cfm. (Scroll down to “Americanism Essay 
Contest” and go to Page 3.)

PLAQUES will be awarded by Grand Lodge for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place national winning 
essays in Divisions I, II, III, and IV. MONETARY AWARDS will be disbursed for 
each grade level for 1st Place—$1,000; 2nd Place—$500; and 3rd Place—$250. Winners 
will be announced and plaques and monetary awards will be available for pickup at the 
Fraternal Committee’s Booth at the end of the Grand Lodge Session in Kansas City, MO, 
June 29–July 2, 2025.



Americanism Manual Supplement

Patriotism Week for 2024 is September 9-15
Plan a special event for National Patriotism Week to honor America’s finest and 
America’s bravest! Some suggestions are listed on Page 13 of the Americanism 
Manual at https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/manuals.cfm. For information, 
contact your Grand Lodge Fraternal Committeeman or State Chairman.



2024-2025 GRAND LODGE 2024-2025 GRAND LODGE FRATERNAL COMMITTEEFRATERNAL COMMITTEE

ALSO NOTE — This supplement 
and current Americanism Manual are 
available only at https://www.elks.
org/grandlodge/fraternal/manuals.
cfm. Refer to this link when your 
District Deputy asks your Lodge 
Officers to see these materials during 
his or her annual visit.

AMERICANISM PROGRAM ADVISOR
MICHAEL T. LUHR, PGER

P. O. Box 1361
Petersburg, AK 99833-1361

NOTE: These Grand Lodge Fraternal 
Committee Members are assigned by 
geographical Area to assist you, your 
Lodge, District and State Associations 
in our Americanism Programs and 
patriotic endeavors.



Americanism Manual Supplement

AMERICAN FLAG LAPEL PINS
 Makes a great little give away along with the Flag at Initiations, Flag Day 
Ceremony, 4th of July, or as part of a fundraiser. At the Vendors portal 
online, search “Flag Lapel Pins” to see all the Licensed Vendors that specialize 
in this item. Pricing, quantity and style will vary.
Elks Licensed Vendors available at: https://www.elks.org/members/vendors.cfm.

Area 2 — MD-DE-DC, NJ, PA
HSA Major Project Booth Display Co-Administrator
DAVID J. EDWARDS	
P.O. Box 69, Seward, PA 15954-0069	
[SA] 208 Van Horn Street	 C (814) 241-8028
Seward, PA 15954	 depoohba@yahoo.com

Area 4 — IN, KY, MI, OH, VA, WV
HState Association Website Star Awards Administrator
BRIAN RAWDING	 O (260) 455-1741
5216 Cedar Cove	 H (260) 482-1151
Fort Wayne, IN 46845-8622	 C (260) 450-6425
	 enbfromct@hotmail.com

Area 5 — IL, IA, MN, MO, WI
HSA Major Project Booth Display Administrator
DAVID D. JURMU
2831 17th Street	 C (309) 428-4208
Rock Island, IL 61201-5352	 drjurmu@mchsi.com

Area 8 — AK, ID, MT, ND, OR, SD, WA, WY
HContest “A”—All American Lodge Administrator
MICHAEL L. KENNEDY	
2440 S. Steele Street, Unit 207	 C (253) 255-8090
Tacoma, WA 98405-2809	 mkennedy@net-venture.com

Chairperson & Area 3 — AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, PN, PR, SC, TN 
GWENDOLYN B. PARKER	
P.O. Box 134, Cullman, AL 35056-0134	
[SA] 1824 Oak Meadow Drive	 C (256) 347-1545
Cullman, AL 35055-9516	 gbparkercullman@att.net

Area 1 — CT, ME, MA, NH, NY, RI, VT
HAmericanism Essay Contest Administrator
MARK E. EATON	 H (401) 738-8133
1 Orms Street	 C (401) 529-9213
Warwick, RI 02889-9318	 meeaton1@verizon.net

Area 6 — AR, CO, KS, LA, NE, NM, OK, TX
HContest “I”—State Association Bulletin Administrator
THOMAS W. FRAKER	 O (719) 384-8553
P.O. Box 71, Cheraw, CO 81030-0071	 H (719) 853-6323
[SA] 102 S. 4th Street 	 C (719) 469-0220
Cheraw, CO 81030 	 frakertw@gmail.com

Area 7 — AZ, CA, GU, HI, NV, PI, UT
HLocal Lodge Website Star Awards Administrator
RONALD A. BROOKS
4958 W. Cherry Laurel Lane	 C (801) 706-1715
West Jordan, UT 84081-6136	 rabrooks49@gmail.com
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